Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 




h 



I 



w 



Compleat History 



Of the Ancient 



AMPHITHEATRES. 

More peculiarly R^arding 

1\ie Architecturi, of thofe Buildings* ^ 



And in Particular 

That of VB RO NA 



/ 



j» "•• - 1 1 > 



." » 






Bythe Marquis SciPio Maffei. '<^^- 

Made En^ijh from the Italian Original 

By ALEXjiNT>ER GOR'DONy A.M; 
Adotncd with Scxjl»ptures. 

ALSO 

Some Account of this Learned Work: 

Which Contains likewi&» 



I. A Succiod^ Hiftory of Gla- 
diatorSi and GlAdiatary-Shiws i 
v/irh their Origin and Fro- 
grefs. 

II. Of Infcriftions relating to 
Amphitheatres. 

III. The Manner of Baiting 
Wild-Beafis among the An- 
cients. 

IV. Of Sabtcrraneous CmduitSy 
and other AquAduBs, 

V. A Deted^ion of the Errors of 



Lipfius, Fontana, and others 
who have written upon this 
Subjea. 

VI. The Dcftroycrs of Ancient 
Monuments expofed> e(pe* 
cially ibmc under the Pontifi- 
cate of the late Pope Bene- 
dict XIII. 

VII. An Account of Genuine 
Medals; and a Dcfcrip- 
tion of the moll Remarkable 
Stru£hires of the Ancients, 



LONDON; 

Printed for Harmen Noorthouck, in the Great'-Piazza^ 

Covent-Garden, M. Dec. xxx. 

Price 6t. rf . 



1 « 



#' . 



/ 



^"■r 



•' ■' , " '"r 



■■■p-mtif 



A 



Y. 



^ 



V 




(iii 



ll^i 






T O 



GEORGE BOWS 

Of Simuikltinr-Caftle, Efij; 




I F a Defcent from an II- 
luftrious Race of Patriots, 
fuch as Camden is Wit- 
nefs that your Predecef- 
fore have been ; if the Pofleffion of a 
Plentifiil Fortune, of a Numerous and 
Powerfiil Friendfliip, and of a Ge- 
neral Efteem, were fufficient to ren- 
der a Man happy; there are very 
few that would have a greater Share 
A 2 of 



iv DEDICATION. 

of Felicity than your felf : But you 
are fenfible. Sir, that the beft Judges 
of Human Nature would not efteem 
you luch, notwithftanding thefe Ad- 
vantages, did you not poflefe the 
Nobler Endowments of the Mind. 
Thefe are the Qualities that improve 
the Gentleman, a mere amiable Cha- 
rader, into that of the higheft Uti- 
lity, the Patriot: 'Tis by thefe alone 
that Honours, Riches, and Intereft 
become ufeful, and conduce not on- 
ly to the Happinefs of the Pofleflbr, 
but to that of Mankind in general ; 
'tis by thefe, that a Man not only dif- 
penfes Good in his own Time, but 
entails a lafting and improveable Fe- 
licity oh After- Ages. 

THE Advantage of your Patronage 
to this Piece, might here be a fuffi- 
cient Realbn for a Dedication, had I 
not been aife^ted with a much flrong- 
er Motive, the Defire I have of de- 
claring to the World how much I 
am indebted to your Bounty. I am 

fenfible 
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fenfible that this Performance is a' 
very finall Return for the Favours 
Tve received ; and yet I fhould think 
my Labour very well beftowed, could 
I deferve the leaft Part of that Ap- 
probation you will give the Learned 
Author of the Original. I have this 
at leaft in my favour, that 'tis much 
more diiHcult to tranilate than to 
compofe. 

THAT you may long live, and con- 

tiDue to be th« Patron of Learning 

and Virtue, and the Happinefi of fuch 

as are honoured with your Friend- 

ihip, is the fincere Wifh of, 

SIR, 

Your mofi Humble and 
mofi Obliged Servant, 



Alexander Gordon* 
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E F A C E. 

tUE great Figure the. Marquis 
I Scipio Maffei makes in the 
\ Learned World, and the jufi 
\ Fame he has acquired h the 
many excellent works he has 
made me anxious to fee this 
his lafl Performance on, the mcient Am- 
phitheatres ; which by a diligent Tertt- 

fal I found of The gr^^cr Jraj^ot-tSftCe, as 

it was handled with that JU^iar Share 
of Learning, Truth and jie^jtcyj which 
runs throughout the Whole. . 

The jiuthot \whofe ithief fault, if ^ 
at all, feems to he that becoming Modejfy 
which is thefureft Evidence of good Senftj 
and what commonly attends Merit~\ has 
not prefix' d his Name to his Treatije, tho* 
by the el^ant Manner in which ihe^iece 
is conduced, none vers'd in Italian Anti- 
quity , can be at a lofs, on readings to judge 
it the Work of the abovemention'd Gentle- 
man i and indeed if certainly was compiled 
by him. 

TM 



PREFACE. vii 

The EUtw eft he original Treat ije in Ita- 

hBUygives thi^ublic to underjiandin hisTre- 

face^ that it was defignedto be the laft Tome 

if a fFlorky which the Author intended to 

fublifb under the Title of Veronz lUuftrata^ 

tio' now it havens to oethefirft : arul the 

Rea/bn given^ iSy becaufe this Treat iJe on 

the Amphitheatres was^ hefays^with great 

Eorneftnefs fought after by the Curious in 

jeveral parts of Europe 5 for which reafon 

he prevailed on the Author^ [who^ he adds, 

isjufficientfy well known'] to give him the 

C%, thiat it might be fublijbed aj^art, and 

wkhout delay. 

He Ukewife tells us, that by giving fktb 

m Account of the PTork, the Reader may 

htow the Reafon why he did not print it 

m a ktger Volume 5 nay^ even in Folio, 

OS fome defred it mighty there being fb 

mmy who in this Age love coftly Terfor- 

maucesy as if fays he^ a Book had not its 

peat eft Value from the Matter it contains ^ 

m from the Trice alone. He likewife 

addsy that the Treatife, as it was printed 

in the original Italian, isfuited to the Size 

rf the other Tomes ^ that are to be pub- 

tijbed, and to the Copper-plates in them^ 

which tho* fmally are however not lefs fa- 

tisfoBory with regard to their illujtrating 

the SubjeSty nor are they in the main lefs 

valuable s and he appeals to the Curious, 

whether it is not better topublifi the Trints 

A 4 relating 
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relating. to the Amphitheatres in a finalt 
Si^e^ than in a manner tdo much pra£tifed 
4tP^efenty which, V^^ifi be difrelijhed by thofe 
^ho truly, underfiand Antiquity ; by which 
he means the pompous way fome Teople 
"have taken>:of publi^ing Ornaments and. 
^arts to Reniains of Antiquity^ which ne-- 
ver belong d ,to them. 

The fame Editor fubjoinSy that by the 
Form in which the Cuts in t^^taliaa Or/r 
ginal are exhibited^ \wtd€f:i^afie the fame . 
with thefe in this, Book] the learned Stran-^ 
ger travelling in Italy, may have the ^iea-- 
Jure of carrying the Book in his "Pocket y 
fo^ that at ^whatever time he vifits the an" 
cient Monuments themfelvesyffom which 
the whole is t^ken^ he may^ therihy be able, 
to examine and fee ifwf)atisr^refented 
in the Treatife be according to Truth and^ 
ExaBnefs. . . 

This being the Subftance of, what She, 
Italian Tublijber fays in his Preface^ I (hall 
not for my part anticipate the Sat is fait ion 
which the teamed Reader wHlhaveinpbr- 
ufng the Treatife itfelf: /. Jball therefare . 
only fay in general^ tho\ with !T>eferencer, 
to the Opinion of better Judges^ that there . 
are few Books offo fmall a Size^ wherein 
there appear more Erudition^ Truth or Ac- \ 
curacy, : For not only has the Author giVeri 
the Architeifonic Tarts of the Buildings 
as examined by himfelf on the Spqt^ but as 

i meafured 
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meajkred with his own Hands in the mofi 
exa£t manner imaginable^ as wiUJhon ap^ 
fear in reading the Book itfelf. There is 
a great difference therefore between the 
Marquis MafFci, and others who have wrote 
before him on the SubjeSf^fince they, having 
relied an the Accounts they had from fe- 
cond Hands ^ and at a dijiancey have there^ 
by not only been mijled themfelves^ but, 
miJgiUded other Sj who copying from them^ 
have only contributed to multiply Error. 
But our^ Author y on the contrary ^ has nei^ 
ther regarded whdt has been faid eoncem-r 
ing thefe things, thd the Affertions of 
learned Men J nor been byafsd in any one 
Tomt> wherever their Accounts have in- 
terfered with, or Cont radioed Matter of 
Fact, always directing himfelf by the Build-^ 
ings and Monuments of Antiquity ftill 
fubfifiing. 

And as it is certaifiy that the NegleSi 
of digging to the Foundations of the Am- 
phitheater s, in order to difcover the ^arts 
of thofe Structures under Grouhdi\has oc* 
tajioned the Authors, who till now, have , 
treated i^out them, either to fpeakfo flight- 
ly on that Head, las if ex ami rung the 
Foundations, was oftio Importance in their 
Accounts of the Superjiruiture'] or if they\ 
have nUentioned avy thing this way^ thei^., 
Tiefcriptions have of neccjfity been very 
imperfect and erroneous -^ and thereby it is 

im* 
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impoffible for their Readers ta have 
from them any true Idea of thofe mag^ 
nificent Edifices. Our Author has been 
fo far from imitating their Example 
in this particular^ that fcarce has any 
fart belonging to the Amphitheatres 
been exhibited with more Skill and Accun 
racy^ than thofe under ground. In this 
he has fucceeded fo welly that he has given 
an exoEl Tlan of the Foundations ^/ the 
fFalls of, the exterior and interior Inch- 
fures^ Ppdium, Steps^ fubterranneousCon- 
dmts and Apartments there, which hejbews 
ferved fir various and curious Ufes 5 all 
which Jf of t he fe fix teen or feventeen hun- 
dred Tears have been unfearch'd for^ and 
unknown^ not a little to the T)ifadvantage 
of our modern Archi^cCls^whOy if they pre- 
tend to Elegance or Accuracy in their Art, 
mufi learn from the School of the Ancients % 
and not, only confider the SuperfiruSlures^ 
but likewife defcend to the Foundations of 
their magi^ificent Buildings. 

There' it another Particular which our 
Author fbews plainly has contributed not 
a little to the propagating a falfe Notion 
of Amphitheatres in general 5 and it is that 
tinted at by the Italian Editor in his Pre- 
face jufi now mentioned \ that is to fay y 
the Method that many have got intOy of 
a^dinx Ornaments and^ Tarts to ancient 
Buildings^ which never have^ nor couldy 
I with 
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with any propriety have belonged to 
thepiy and upon Examination they are 
found to be mere Chimaras^ and the Fan^ 
cies of thofe who defire their Treatifesof 
Antiquity fiould make a pompous Figure to 
the Eyey and raife the popular Value of 
their Performances. I own this is fap^^ 
ping the Foundation of Truth itfelf and 
robbing us of what is chiefly valuable in 
the rich Treafure of Antiquity ^ its genuine 
CharaBer. And I wonder the Authors of 
fuch FiSiions have not been afraid to oe 
treated by the Ingenious as Traytors to 
Learning and Knowledge j and their ff^orks 
ranked in the fame Cfafs that Hiftorians 
do thofe of Annius of Vitcrbo : And I 
amforry to fee with how much Truth our 
Author has had occafion to reprove other 
Antiquaries and ArchitediSy who have but 
too vifiblf impofed their ^ ample and nume- 
rous FiBions on the World for Realities ; 
tho* I am afraid his Cenfure on them will 
fcarce deter fome of our modem Gentlemen^ 
who feem to revive Antiquity much after 
the fame Manner as Pythagoras remembred 
his pre^exiftent State. What Miflakes have 
been made by Lipfius, Fontana, and^ others^ 
who haHe treated on the Subject of Am- 
phitheatres^ our Author corrects in fa mo- 
deft and genteel a Manner ^ as fbews he 
has had much Reference for the deferved 
great Chara^ers of thefe meny particularly 

Lipfius, 
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Lipfius, whofe fuperior Learning and Genius 
he greatly admires^ as he does Fontana'^ 
Sml in ArchiteSture. And indeed^ the 
handfome manner in which he correBs their 
Errors y fhews him both a Scholar and a Gen- 
tleman : Tho' the other more inconjtderable 
Writers J who have impofed their injudicious 
Ornaments and Fictions an Mankind for 
Truth sjhe has reprovedwith theSeverity they 
deferve, as he has done another Clafs ofMeUy 
whom I may indeed rank but a T^egree higher 
than Beajlsy viz. the T>eJiroyers of ancient 
Monuments. Thefe^ he has expofedby their 
Names and Surnames ^ to the perpetual Re- 
proach of Mankind ^^ and may Juch as fol- 
low their Example never meet with bet- 
ter Ufage ! Such Injtances we have of the 
like nrutifbnefs in the Pontificate ^Bene- 
did XIII. thelateTope^ by the T>eftru£iion 
oflAyh's Columbarium, and the Bagnio's 
of Auguftus lately difcovered^ not a little 
to the Scandal of Rome herfelf and Re- 
gret of the Lovers of ancient good Tafte 
and Grandeur. 

I cannot omit mentioning the Obligations 
the Learned are under to the marauis 
MafFei, for exploding a vulgar Error y which 
till now has been prevalent among Anti- 
quaries and others j namely ^ that in feve- 
ral places out of Rome, and in the Roman 
Colonies^ there were a great number of Am- 
phitheatres^ and that the Ruins of them 

are 
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»e fiill to he feep : whereas this very 
Learned and Judicious Author makes it 
evident by convincing Troofs^ that there 
never were more than three real Amphi- 
theatres in Europe, viz. the Golifeum at 
Rome, built by Vcfpafian ; the other at Ve- 
vxasLy called the Arena ; and the third at 
Capua. Ar^ he plainly proves^ that the 

' nthers pretended to be^ at Nimes in Langue- 

doc, Fola in Iftria, Syracufe in Sicily, Italica 

ni Spain, in the Ijland Candia; Puzzuola 

»^tfr Naples, &c. are not Amphitheatres^ 

ha maffuficent Theatres only. In how 

judicious a manner he dijlinguijhes between 

thefe two kinds of different Edifices y will 

befi appear to the Unprejudiced and Learned 

Reader y when he pernfes theTreatife itfelf^ 

and mufiy I think, give a general Satif- 

faSiim. 

But what, in my humble Opinion^ is one 
if the greateft Beauties ana Excellencies 
in the whole WbrL is that Learned and 
Mafierly, but Succin£l Manner ^ by which 
our Author has given the ancient Hiftory 
of Gladiators^ and Gladiatory Shews in 
general, their Origine^andTrogrefs through- 
out all the different Ages he mentions*, 
as likewife the Time when^ Manner how^ 
and End for which Amphitheatres were 
firft built. Therein has he confulted and 

~\ quoted the heft Greek andlkom^n Hiftorians^ 
Toets and others : from thefe he plainly 

proves^ 
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proveSj that Amphitheatres were not a 
Greek, but a Roman Invention^ and that 
m fuch Building was ever in ufe in Greece. 
After them he has recourfi to the Writers 
in the Ages near eft to the Times of the T)e^ 
clenfion of the Roman Empire^ and makes 
ufe of the Hints given about Amphitheatres 
by the Fathers^ and after them by fame of 
the Monkijb Writers^ in their Lives of 
Romifh Saints : which laft Particular I hear 
has been difrelijhed by fome Critics in this 
Country. But all I have to fay as to that 
Particulars is^ that fome Truth may be 
picked out of the mojt indifferent of fuch 
Writers *jbejidesy the Marquis does not 
enter into the Merit of the Legends and 
MiracleSy nor decide any thing about them^ 
whether true orfalfe 5 only makes ufe of the 
Traditions found in them^ relating to Am- 
phitheatres andTheatres in general: which 
laft belonged to his Subject ^ in giving the 
hi fl or teal Account of them from the Times 
wherein they were built ^ down to the pre- 
fent Age. Nay^ he is fo far from fetting 
any Value onthofe Legends^ that in one part 
Of his Book he finds very great fault in fome 
Writers^ in their Accounts of Amphithea- 
tres ^ for laying fo great a Strefs as what 
they doy on Books ^Martyrdoms and Mi- 
rMles * of Saints^ and the like. 

There is another Particulars which I 
hear is di [liked by the Critics who have^ 

perufed 



I fball amclude this Preface by adaifijg 
what I think is but the Matquis Maffki^ 
juftduei which isy that there does niaton/f. 
^ear a ^aft Fund ef Erudition thrai^h^ 
mtahmfi every Tart dfthe Worky butn^tdf 
is mofi jatisfi^ory of ally thofe things which 
are of the great efi Import ance to the Subjeify 
are not only iihfiratedy but denmfiratedy 
from mhat the Author hasfeen in^ of meafu^. 
tedframtheMonumentsthemfelvesi or ^ from 
genuine Medals and Infcripiions i which are 
the /w^ Criterion i^ ^which Truth in matters, 
of Antiquity are known and diftinguHbed 
pom Falfbood^ All which, I humbly thmk^ 
is ime ndfd little to theSatisfaStion of thofe 
who delight in ancient Learning and things. 

ofelegofltX^J^^y and who have Tleajkre in 
feeingtrui^P^ewseochibitedj andaj^feSn^e^ 
fcriptiongri>en oft he mojljumptuous andftu- 
fendous StruBures of the Ancietas. ^ 
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AMPHITHEATRES; 

And particululy of that of 

VERONA 

BOOK I. 



CHAP. I. 

Ofth Original of GLADIATORS 
in Rome. 

3 T moft in particular be tUowed, 
; that the Grandeur and Elegancy 
I of the ancient Edifices, arc 
' among thofe things, which arc 
' now more to be admired than 
imitated. 
Amphitheatres, with regard to Magnifi- 
cence and Bulk, Workmanffiip and Art, 
were certainly fupcrior to all the others ; 
and indeed the well comprehending the 
B Nature 




2 0/ Amphitheatres. 

Nature of fuch Strudures, is no lefs enter- 
taining than ufeful, efpecially for illuftrating 
Hifkory. . 

It is a refccivM Opmion, that nothing 
more can well be faid on this Subjeft, after 
what is already publiftied by fo many 
Writers^ particulajrly Juf\us Lipjiusy who, 
I own, has treated the Matter with Judg* 
ment and Learning^ and after Carlo Fontana^ 
whofe large Volume thereon was lately 
printed in .Holland. But not to derogate 
from the Praifes due to each of thefe Au- 
thors, I believe I Ihall be able plainly to 
fliew, that the Strudure of thofe Fabricks 
has not, as yet, been well underftood in 
the moft ingeiiiovie Parte of them. The 
Affair lying. hitherto in ObfQurity, and not 
fearched after in what is moft effential, be- 
caufb it never has been treated in Ord^f, 
nor purged from the many falfe Opinions 
prevalent in all the Books wrote on the 
Subjeft, which prove detrimental to other 
Branches of Learning ; tho' from a right 
underftanding ojf this, depends the Know^ 
, ledge of many Places in both iacred and 
profane Writers j lb that fuch an Enquiiy 
will be found of more real Benefit than 
.what many are aware of: For which Rea- 
Ibn we fliall endeavour here to trace the 
"Affair from its firft Source. 

The Publick .Shews exhibited m the 
Xombats of Wild Beafts one with the other, 

and 



Of Amphitheatres* 3 

and not that of Gladiators, were the tfuc 
Motives for firft ereding Amphitheatres^ 
Gladiatory Combats, 'tis true, were long in 
Mit at Kome^ though at that Time they 
never thought of building fuch Fabricks. ; 
but as foon as remote Countries were con-^* 
qucred, and the Vidors poffeffed of Power 
and Riches, then began new Kinds of 
Diverfions and Pleafures to be invented, and 
a Defire in People to fee Beafts fight fiercely 
>vith one another, which till then were un- 
known in our Climate, hence they began to 
think of erefting Amphitheatres* ^ 

In efied, the moft famous Amphitheatre 

of any) was, as « Dto relates, begun* by an 

Emperor who held Gladiators in no manner 

oi Efteem ; the Name given to thofe 

Edifices when firft built, was fheatrum 

Venatoriumy or the Theatre . for Hunting, 

as will foon appear, and which Name was 

retained by * Cajfiodorus ; fo that it was 

not the Combats of Gladiators, but the 

Fighting of wild Beafts, which was under- 

flood by the Word Hunting* 'Tis true^^ 

Amphitheatres lerved afterwards for the 

one as well as the other : But as the Ufe of 

having gladiatory Combats was fo much . 

anterior to the other, we ftiall therefore firft 

ef all mention fomethmg concerning them. 

" r. XefhU. m Vefi. 

* V4r. lib. f. 4%, Tht^trum Vmmmm. 

1 3 AMo- 
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A Motiv>e in Religion paved the Way 
firft to this celebrated Inftitution, namely, 
that moft ancient Opinion, That the Souls 
of the Deceafed, who were in a certain 
Manner deified by leaving the Body, de- 
lighted in human Blood; and that t\xt 
Slaughter of Men, by way of Sacrifice in 
Honour of them, rendered them propitious, 
or at leaftpleafed, and their Wrath appeas'd, 
as if flain to fatisfy their Revenge. This 
Opinion occafioned great Cruelty to fall on 
the Prilbners of War : And as to its An- 
tiquity, in one of ? Homer- s ftioft confider- 
able Poems, we find that Jdchilles flew 
Twelve of the young Ttojan Nobility at 
the Pile of Patrvcluj : But as ♦ Servius ob- 
ferves, the maflacring Men in luch a 
fliocking Manner, appearing too inhuman, 
they thought fit to introduce a Prafticc 
£>mething like it, by way of Combat ; 
and this foems to be hinted by Herodotus^ 
in his Apcount of the T'hracians j but that 
FafiTage bears, perhaps, another Meanitig, 
the Author fpeaking only of thofe Contcfts 
and funeral Games to which Rewards were 
annexed : So that notwithftanding « Lijp^ 
Jius believes it, yet I cannot be of Opinion^ 
that the Origine of thofe Gladiators, called 
fthraciy or fhraciansy is to be deduced from ' 

, ' IliMd. ^ Ad Mn. X^ ijH9d fofynam Crudtle vi- 

thence. 



Of Amphitheatres. y 

thence« « Dyllks from Athencsus writes, 
that Cajffander (at the Funeral of Artdeus 
King of Macedanj and his Wife) caufed 
four Soldiers to combat with one- another ; 
yet this is thought no Proof that the Gla* 
diators came originally fipom Greece to Rome. 
The Faft related by Dyillus is, I own, An- 
gular ; but neither didf this Ufage begin m 
Greece^ much lefi take Footing there, by 
way of Publick Shew. We know very 
wen, that among io many Kinds of Exer- 
cifcs at the Olympick Games, there never 
were any gladiatory Combats. In ^ Vttru-- 
t»ttx we read, that the Piazzas or open Places 
m Ito^, were made in a dificrent Manner 
£ojn thofe in Greece^ and for a Ufe handed 
down to them from their Fore-fathers^ 
namely for exhibiting therein their famous 
Publick Shews ; which however were 
never Icen in Greece^ uhlefs brought thither 
from Ibme : Yet I remember a Paffage in 
* Luciariy which has' made many bcm 
lieve, that even in ancient Times both 
Gladiators and Wild Beafts were in U£q 
on the Theatre of Athens ; but one may 
plainly fee, that Account of die foxari is 
£ibulous. We know from Livj^y that 
Perjius the laft King of Macedm^ was the 
firfl who infUtuted Gladiators in Greece^ 
whom he made come from Rome thither, 

f Imnu U U.C. 5^ ' x.^*. c.u \ In Tex* . 

B 3 mcK^ 
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more for the * Terror than Pleafure of that 
People, who were unaccuftomed to fuch 
kinds of Shews ; nor for all that, did that 
King continue them there, nor after him 
were they eftabliflied in any Part of Greece } 
for if fb, we ftiould have had frequent 
mention thereof in Writers.; nay, fiich 
kind of Reprefentations would be ieen re- 
maining on the Grecian Monuments of An-f 
tiquity. In ptocefs of Time, 'tis true, 
Corinth received thofe Exercifcs ; but that 
City having been jntirely deftroy'd by 
Lucius Mummiusy Ccejar was obliged to re- 
. people it with new Colonies from Romey as 
' Dio tcUs us : And * Pmfanias avers. 
That in his Time there was no Corinthian 
Inhabitant there at all, and none but 
Romans fcnt thither on purpofe from Rome. 

The jitheniansy when . at Variance with 
Corinthj ibmetimes called in the Romans to 
their Affiftance ; but as it appears by 
^ Lucianj they were diffuaded therefrom by 
jyemonattesy and * Dion Chryfojlomus 
greatly blames thofe Greeks for having fuf- 
fered the Romans to come among them. 

T'he Romans did therefore, 'tis plain, 
not receive the afdrefaid Ufage from the 
Greeksy |)ut from th? Italians y or rather 

^ J^^ 41. fum terrore httmun^ infuemum m4. tais ^eBt^* 
€ul$tm. ^ Die L 43. T ^^fy* inCcr. ^ In viu 

. Hetrti^ 
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Hetrurtans^ among whom it was a peculiar 
and immemorial Inftitution. 

« Fitruvius tells us, that thofe kinds of 
Publick Shews were originally Italian^ and 
handed down to the Inhabitants of Italy by 
their Fore-fathers. The Truth of this ap- 
pears very evident, by the Figures upon 
the Icpulchraf Monuments of the Hetni^ 
riansy nothing being oftner feen there than 
fuch kinds of Combats, and Men in the 
Attitudes of killing one another with 
Knives and Swords, and other various and 
uncommon Weapons j all which may be ob*- 
ferved in the great CoUeftion of Hetrurian 
{antiquities made lately at Florence. 

Thole Combats were not only in ufe at 

Funerals; but likewiie at their Feafts, 

Duels were appointed for Amulement and 

Plealure ; as ^ Athen<jeus mentions, fpeak- 

iag of the Inhabitants of the Campagm^ 

who were Hetrufcl or Hetrurmis. Eratojie^ 

^jfrom the fame Author fays. That thofe 

People ufed to fight at the Sound of ^ Flutes j 

but the Word here feems rather to imply 

Boxers, though the Context itfelf indicates 

Gladiators, in which Scnic Cafaubon under-p 

ilood it. ; here likewifc AthetKfius quotes the 

following Words of the old Hiftorian 

» Nicholaus JOamafcenuSy who fays, that 

34 ^^^ 
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^he gladiatotj Shews were exhibited by the 
. Romans, not only at their fublick Meetings^ 
and on their 'Theatres^ taking the Cufiomfrom 
ih^ Hetrurians ; hut they ujed them at their 
Feajis alfo. 

By this Paflage, « Lipjius fufpeded that 
the Inftitution was originally Greeks bc- 
caufe * Hermippus faid, That the Mantinei 
were the Inventers of Duels ; but one may 
fairly 'ask. How far we muft defere to his 
Authority ? Or, what does he under ftand 
by the Word * Duellers ? Surely fomc- 
thing very different from gladiatory Shews ! 
'We have, I think, fufficiently demonftrated 
in our Treatife about the Primitive Italians^ 
annexed to the Hiftory of Diplomas ^ that 
the Hetrurians other wife alio had not their 
Inftitutions and Arts from the Grecians. 
3 yidoras affirmed , that even the Word 
Lanijiay given to thofe who bought, main- 
tained, and trained the Gladiators to fighting, 
was Hetrurian^ and in that Language fig- 
nified a Hangman. 

The fame ^ Author believed alfo, that 
the Gladiators, called FeliteSy were fo 
named from an Hetmrian City. This 
cfcaped Lipjius^s Obfervation, when other- 
wile he very learnedly illuftrates the 
-Matter, and enumerates the diflterent Kinds 

^ Sau * term, lib* i. r. 8. * ^ fi4P9futj(ip'mf» 

' Orj^. /. 10. Carmfex Tu/tf^ lingua^ ^ Z. iS. r. ^7. 

©f 
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of them.; but upon one of ' Fabretti^s 
antique Stones we have them pointed out, 
and ranged among the other Qafles of 
Gladiators ; and I find them plainly named 
m Ovidy where he fays, 

Utque petit frimo plenum flaventis arenas 
Nondum calfa£il velitis foaflaJoUim j 

*Twas the Bufincfs of thofe Felltes to begin 
the Games, as it was of the Military ones, to 
make the firft Onlet at Battles, and to be 
mmble and expeditious like them. IJidorc 
forther fays. That in their Coihbats, the 
Clalhing of their Spears, was more agreeable 
to the Spectators than any of the others. 
7ie Flavens jirena^ mentioned by Ovldy 
indicates the Ufage related by ^ Pliny ^ of 
their mixing Crifocolla or Terra verd with 
the Sand : For my Part, I believe that 
they were the fame kind of Gladiators 
Ipoke of in that Paffage of 7 Artimedorus^ 
where he diftindly mentions themj only 
in the Place of Trgpoax?©^, as we find in 
Print,, it fljould be read •^^^o^rop, a Pro- 
voker or Challenger : That it ought to bear 
this Reading, appears to me plain, becaule 
the firft Word is not to be found in either 
Greek or Latin ; and I have with Pleafurc 
fince, fearch'd for a very curioiis » Manu- 
fcript thereof in the publick Library of 

^ J^lHd, *I«3}«r.|'. 7&;i«^«jj* ^QnLi.f.f. 



■■J 



to 0/ Amphitheatres^ 

St. Marky in which I £)und its Reading in 
the laft manner* The gladiatory Clals of 
Challengers is mentioned by « Ciceroy 
wherein 'tis . fliewn, that thofe were * the 
lapie, called Felitesy who, as the very 
Word implies^ firft began the Games, 
challenging and provoking the others to 
Fight ; .but becaiife they did not fland 
their Ground ; but turned and ran to and 
fro, Artimedorus fays, to dream of them, 
denoteth a wanton, pliable Woman. • 

Gladiatory Exercifes, 'tis certain, were 
particular Ufages among the moft ancient 
Inhabitants of Italyy not only as they 
imagined them agreeable to the Dead, but 
diverting to the Living ^ being well adapted 
to their fierce and warlike Genius j nay, 
perhaps, they imagined that fuch Things 
might contribute not a little to excite 
Courage in the People. ' Pliny the 
Tounger was of Opinion, that liich kind 
of Shews were proper to inlpire Fortitude, 
and make Men delpife Wounds and Death, 
fliewing that even the loweft Rank of 
Mankind were ambitious of Viftory and 
Praifc. 

This Cuftom being introduced among 
the Romansy in procels of Time they aug- 
mented it beyond meafure, both with re- 
gard to their frequent Attendance at fueh 

Enter- 
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Entertainments, and the Pom^ with which 
they were carried on. The firft Time that in 
Rme the Solemnity of gladi^tory Shews 
was exhibited, may be reckoned to have 
been in the Varronian Year 45KD, when the 
Two Brothers the * Brutt caufed three 
Couples qS, Gladiators to fight publickly, 
ia Memory of their deceased Father, and 
lo do Honour to his Obfequies. From th<i 
Honours done the Dead, thefe Things, as 
3 ^ertullian fays, were immediately applied 
to the Living alfo j for as they were ex- 
ceedingly agreeable to the Multitude, thofc 
who were advanced to certain eminent 
Stations in the State, began to have them 
cdcb/ated at their own Charge, and that 
fty way of Prefcnt or Retribution to the 
People, for having elefted thehi ;. hence 
were they called * Donatives^ or Gifts. The 
Places where thbfe Combats were celebrated, 
(excejitjug in the ^arlieft Times, when 
they fought befor? the Sepulchres) were, 
for the moft part, in the Squares or open 
Places of the Cities, as being more fpacious 
than the others, cpnfequently fitter for con- 
taining and accommodating the Spectators ; 
and in the Porticos of thofe Squares they 
made the Intercolumniations larger, on 
piirpofe that the View might be the le^ 
6bflrru6ked. 
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The firft Game of the Brutly already 
mentibned^ we have an Account of from 
Fakrius MaximtiSy and that - it was in the 
Forum Boarmm^ called fb from its being 
the Market for Oxen. 

lo Pofybius's Time, viz. the 6th Age of 
Rofney the gladiatory Employment was re- 
duced to an Art ; hence they fought not 
only with mere Force, but feveral dexterous 
Kinds of Combating were invented. 

C H A P. IL 

Of the Games of Wild Beafis, and cf 
the fir Ji Notion 'Peopk had fff tnakitfg 
jimpbttbeatres, 

TH E firft publick Shew of Wild Beafts 
exhibited, was ia the Year of Rome 
50 a % when the Elephants (taken from the 
Carthaginians^ on the Viftory obtdned by 
Lucius MiteUus in Sicify) were brought into 
the Cir€us : But if we rely on what ^liny 
quotes from FeneJieUa^ the making them 
fight, was not in Uie till about the middle 
pf the following Age, when Claudius 
Pulcber was * -/Edile : But if we take the 
Authority of 3 Seneca and * Jfconim Pedia^ 

, ' P/m. L% C.6. * a 8. ^.Sftk Bu vit. f. X). 

^ AfcinfttwiMiu ** ., . . 
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wsy it b^an only in the Time of Pompey ; 
nor did the Combats of other Beafb enfue^ 
till after the Second « Punic War, when 
the Carthaginian Africa was reduced to a 
kind of Senritude. ^ . 

In efifed, the firft mention that I can find 
of them in the Rmm Hiftory^ is in the. 
Year 568, when Marcus Fulvius celebrated 
thofe Games ^ith greater Pomp than has 
ever been fince, and which^ in the JStoUc 
War he voWed to perform. Livy relates^ 
That at that Time, befidcs the Exerciles of 
the Jthkt^y which were firft feen at 
Rtmif, there was a Hunting of Lions and 
Paoiihers ^ven ; that this was the firft, 
J i^toy^ from the fame Author, who moft 
di^gently mentions thoic Games from time 
to time, yet makes not the leaft mention 
of any anterior to this, unlets it be in fuch 
of his BooJkLS as are wanting: But ao Yeaf^ 
after, at the ^ Circenjian Games, he there! 
ihews them to have been vaffliy improved 
and augmented in Pomp, where qq Icift 
than .63. Panthers, 40 Bear»^ laod ibmc 
Elephants, were expofcd tQ pablick View^ 
But Luxury and Riches by degrees in-» 
creafing, 7 Marcus Scaurus in his ^dilate» 
exhibitoi 150 Tygers, 5 Crocodiles, and 
an Hippopotamus or River Horfe. But 

^ JfyU ^l* ^ i^ 43* ^ ^^^ I* S. cMf* 16, 17, i6. 
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as ^ Seneca affirms, in the Pf xtorftiip of 
Sylla^ two Lions were let loofe, notwith^ 
ftanding 'twaS uliial at firft, to bring thera 
into the Circus chain'd* 

But ^ompey the Great j at the Games he 
celebrated, on dedicating his Theatre, 
vaftly exceeded all the reft which had gone 
before him ; for after all the other Kinds 
of Diverfions had been fcen, the laft ^ live 
Days of the Games were ipent in hunting 
the wild Beafts, where were '419 Tygers, 
500 Lions, and a Number of Elephants, 
fliot at by African Menj the Lynx, the 
Rhinoceros, and a Number of. ftrangc 
Beafts were there ftiewn to publick View, 
even fbme brought from j^Ahiopia. 

Cafar^ after the Civil War was ended, 
divided his hunting Games, fo as, to laft 
five Days alio, in the firft of which the 
* Camleopard was fliewn ; at laft, 3 500 
Men on Foot^ and 300 on Horfeback, were 
made to fight, together with 10 Elephants, 
aqd an equal Number more with * Turrets 
placed on their Backs,, and defended by 
^o Men; then, as to the Number of 
Gladiators, he very much furpaffed all that 
had been feen before, having, when ^dUe, 
produced, as ^ Plutarch fays, no lels than 
320 Couple of thole Combatants. 

• 

• Brev. ik. c, i, ' Dio !• 39/ * IluumVomp* 

Ctc> I. 7. c. i. * D/* /. 43. • '^ Cdf. c. 39i * Pliih 
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Thde Games being advanced to inch a 
pitch of Magnificence, it became at laft 
neccflary to think on a new kind of Edifice^ 
where they might be celebrated with more 
Convenience and Pleaiure than before : In 
^ Cicero's Time they either were performed . 
in the Theatre or Circus. Yet as to Gla- 
diators in the Forumy Su§tontus mentions 
them in defar^s Time, and the Beafts to 
have been mewn in the Circus* 'Tis true, 
in f JCefbiline we read, that the great 
Hunting which ^ompey gave, as is already 
mentioned, was performed in the Theatre ; 
W Xephirmcy methinks, was in that Place 
too inaccurate an Abridger, efpecially if 
he was the Caufe that four Sentences neceC* 
fary for the Coherence and Senft, in which 
* Dio cxprefles. himfelf, were cancelled, 
namely. That the Theatres were for 
Mufick, but the Circus appropriated for 
the Wild Beafts. 

The Circus^ however, on account of its 
Bulk and Length, as it was adapted for 
the running of the Bigce and ^uadrig^y 
behoved to render fome kinds of Diverfions 
m one Place, but of fmall Delight with Re- 
gard to what it did in others, the Circus 
Maximus- being no lefs than three Stadias in 
Length, which were each the eighth Part 

* I>e Leggi /. *• LiuL fublki cumjmt cavek circoque dHiJu 
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of a Mile, and one Stadium broad ; I mean, 
the Jrea alone, without the Buildings which 
furroundcd it : Nay, in JTome Parts the View 
of the Mef^ could not mifs to be obftrufted 
by the Obelifque^ Altars, Pillars, Figures, 
and many other Things which were placed 
dn the Spim j in EffcG, at the above- 
mentioned Games, which C^Jar gave, they 
were obliged to remove the Mef^ : befides, 
it was not convenient with regard to the 
Security of the Spedators. For which Rea- 
ibn we learn from ^liny^ that at Pomj>ey's 
Games the People were in Danger from the 
I Elephants, which made Eflforts to get out 
at the Circus ; tho' C^Jar aftetwards, when 
he exhibited the fame kinds of Sports, cajijted 
Ditches to be dug round it : From all which 
they found it convenient to build an Edi- 
fice, which in a far lefs Circuit, and with- 
out the View's being interrupted, might con- 
tain a great many Spectators, with an ^rea 
free and open, which at thie fame Time 
would keep them fafe from being annoyed 
by the wild Beafts. 

It was not difficult to have an Idea of the 
Theatres which had been long in Ule both 
in Greece and Rome: Thefe they made Ipa- 
cious, and open at the Top j with a Semi- 
circle of Steps, on which the Spectators In 
great Numbers fat : 'Twas eafy to think of 
making another Semicircle of Steps, inftead 
of the Seem which they uied to place before 
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It ; con(equently contain a double Number 
of Spedators^ and have an ample Space left 
in the Middle for the Combatants. 

The firft Time that the EfFeft of this was 
kttiy was at that flrange and oftentatious 
Entertainment made by Cams Curio^ Cafar^s 
Partizan, who died in the Civil Wars* This . 
€lufio was Tribune of the People, and the 
fane with ^v^lom ^ Cicero often correlponded 
by Letters; he caufed another T'beatre to 
be built, bearing Marcus Celius's Name: 
His Surname flicws him to be of the ScrU- 
homm Family, and is the fame Curio Maxi"^ 
mi mentioned by Livy^ who calls himfclf 
iti » mnther Place Caius Scribonius Curio 
Maxlmns. This Man, on his Father's Death, 
feeing ddirous to give an Entertainment 
whidh fliould exceed all the other Shews 
exhibited before that Time, and not being 
aMe to vie with fome other Romans in Riches, 
had Recouffe to Invention, and indeed the 
Fabricfc reared by him was a very good Spe- 
dmen of what the Antients with regard to 
Architefture and Mechanical Art could per- 
form. In fine, he erefted two large and 
contiguous T'heatres of Wood, but in fuch a 
manner that the Spedators were to fit with 
their Backs turned to one another, and the 
Scenes to be placed before them both : Thefc 



' Uh. 8. £p, 2. in TheatrumCHtmis* 
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theatres were not founded in the Ground^ 
but flung, and fupported in the Air ; that is, 
they both refted on Hinges and Pivots, and 
io could move and turn round, together 
with the yaft Number of People which 
were placed upon them. 

In the Morning Scenary Diverfions were 
exhibited, but after Mid-day the fheatre$ 
on a fudden were made to turn round tiU 
they came in front of each other; then 
driving down the Flooring of the Stage, the 
Horns of the refpedive Theatres began to 
join one with another and fo formed an in- 
tire Round or Circle : That is an jimphi^ 
Theatre^ in t\xQj4rea of which the Gladiators 
came to fight. This agreeable Account with 
all 4ts Circumftaiicca we read in » Pliny ^ to 
whom alone we are indebted for this and an 
Hundred other fine Defcriptions : Tho* that 
Author exclaims a little againft the Bolduels 
of the Undertaking, in caufing the whole 
. Number of Tribes and the Governors of the 
World to be fufpended in the Air in fuch a 
manner, and placed in a Machine, as if on 
Board two Ships; yet could he not refrain 
applauding the liivention, notwithftanding 
the Danger in which he himfelf had been, 
and tho' his Life had only depended on two 
Hinges, appearing as if the whole Roman 
People had (like Gladiators) been to fight 

before 
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before the Tomb of Curio's Father : However, 
no Damage cnfued, only on the laft Day, 
fome Parts of the Machine being weakned . 
and out of Order, they did not truft to its being 
moved round ; but kept it in the Form of 
^^mphi^7%eatrey as it had been the Even- 
ing before : fo that the Scenes were brought 
into the Middle, and the Athletce ftiewn 
thereon \ then on a fiidden removing the 
Flooring, the Gladiators who had been 
vi^orious the Day before were made to 
appear. .. 

But how very dcfireable would it have 
been if Pliny had not been fo fparing of 
Vfoid&, and had diftinftly delcribed the 
Artiiice, and the Manner how the whole 
immenfe Weight was Supported fecurely, 
by the Dilpofition of the Beam, and the 
Caution with which the Pivots were placed, 
fo as not to give Way and fink downwards j 
and with what kind of Capftans fuch uncom- 
mon Machines were made moveable, and 
capable of being turned round, or if the 
Scenes were alfo moved round with them : 
or if by removing them, the Semicircle of 
Steps only was moved in the fame Manner. 

Thofe learned ■ Men who have publiftied 
and given Commentaries on Pliny ^ had here 
a fine Opportunity of doing themfelves 
Honour. Daniel Barbaro^ in his Notes on 
Vitruvius^ affirms, Thzt one Francifco Mar^ 
cahniy a Perfon ready and happy in deter- 

C 1 toimtv^ 
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•niining-Queftions of this Nature, made hhft 
(he fays) underftand perfedly in What Man- 
• ner the two .Theatres could move round ; 
and where the Center was to be placed^ and 
the Pivots laid : All which is fliewn by 
Barbara on two loofe Sheets, added to the 
End of his Book, and which were made to 
turn juft as that ingenious Man already men- 
tioned had conceived about the Theatres ; 
yet llich finall Effays are not methinks lijf- 
ficicnt to explain lb uncommon a Work, nor 
tor refolve the Difficulties which appear to 
thdfe skilled in fuch Things : 'Tis however 
crediblc,^ that the Hinges had not the whole 
Weight refting on them, as Pliny fkys; but^ 
ferved chiefly to hold the Theatres together 
in tlie Line of Divifion, when they turned, 
the greateft Part, refting on Wheels of M&- 
tal, and not upon one Pivot alone. 

CHAP. III. 

• t 

Of the Amphitheatres that nioere • 

Jirfi huilt. 

THE above-mentioned curious Inven- 
tion was rather a kind of Prelude to 
the Amphitheatre^ than in Reality a 
Beginning to themj fo that to determine 
when either they or the Hunting wild fieafts ' 
m them, began, was fUch a Difficulty, that 
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U^us con£efies he had ipent therein 
muchf Time in yain « : But concerning wild 
fie^ and Amphitheatres alio, we have 
already feen a clear Evidence. As to thp 
firft of the Amphitheatres, a FaiTage in ^ Dio 
(^oted by Liffiusy tho* not well confider'd 
by him) illuftrates this Point : That incom« 
parable Hiftorian &ys, That Ccofafy at the 
Dedication of his Forum and the Temple pf 
Vmn built by him, exhibited many and 
farious idnds of Games; having erelied a 
\mt\ng theatre of Woody called Indeed an 
AinjW-Theatre, becaufe of th$ Seats placed 

OTwnd if without Scenes, 

From theft Words 'tis plain in what Man- 
ner die Thing itfelf and its Name began, 
tho* the firft Authors in which I find the 
Word ^mphi-T'heatrey are Strabo and Dlony^ 
jksy who were both in Auguflus^ Time. 
^ hionySuSy fpeafcing of the Works of the 
two Kings the Tar^uinsy has in one Place 
this Sxpi^iSon, 4 rbv'A/uLpAia/r^ iTnro^pojuLov ; 
and ia another, f^Sup A/uLfAnr^ov: But I 
believe both thefe Paffages (by the Fault 
of the Tranfcribers) are now read wrong, 
FcMT as portico Amphitheatre or jimphltheatre^ 
Circus would not found well in the Vulgar 
LttgOdge^ neither does it appear that thoib 

C J tv^o 
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two Subftantives hang well together in the 
Greek : So that 'tis my Opinion that all this ■ 
might be remedied, by only erazing one 
fingle Letter, and fo to. read it a^^i9gatror ; 
Portico and Circus y where People could Ji and 
and fee from &6ery Part. ; So that a certain' 
Shew, mentioned in the KBLs of St. 7hardcus 
the Martyr, was for the fame Realbn called 
dfju^pAioL/jLoL. The Gr^^ib Word for Amphi- 
tlieatre might be rendered in the Italian Ctr-^ 
conviforioy viz. a Place where one fees all round 
from every Part thereof: and as that Place we 
call Audit orioy or Auditory ^ from our hearing 
therein, what we are now dclcribing, we 
ftiall call Viditory^ from feeing; for io it was 
called in Latin ^ Viforhifn^ by < CaJKodorus : 
Hence is that Paflage in ^ St. Jwn Chry-^ 

jofioniy aKK^ Bg^rpov (5^ v^ aAAo ax^^Tri^tov} 

which in all the printed Copies is rendered, .. 
Aliud eji heic T'heatrum aliud Auditorium : 
tho' more properly they might fay, Aliud 
efl heic Vtforium^ &c. Theatre in Latin 
implying both the Viforium and Auditor 
rium. 

But to return to Dio ; that Author con^ 
tinning to give an Account, in the fore- 
mentioned Paffage, fays, cJefar^ by thofe' 
Dedications, and in Memory of his de- 
ceafed Daughter, exhibited Games j where- 
in ^ Beafts were flain, and Men feen to fight, ' 

I Var. h 41- * In Pfil. xlix. I Uk. 43. 
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indicating the double Ufe to which the new 
Fabrick was to be applied. 

In Rome therefore, and not in Greece y did 
the Amphitheatres begin, and may boaft of 
the Glory in having the Founder of the 
^man Empire for its firft Inventor. 

Cafar caufed his Amphitheatre to be made 
of Wood, as they always had been before 
Ptnnpeys Time, who, according to * Tact f us j 
made his of Stone. 

But the fopreme Government in the Re- 
publick devolving on jiugujtus^ he, as Fl£ior 
funiuj relates, being of a fertile and jovial 
IKfpofition, was a great Admirer of Pub- 
lidt Shcw^ J particularly, of i'eeing wild 
Bcah fight : So that from the Lapis jinci^ 
tonus we learn, that v about 3500 of thofe 
Animals were flain at the Hunting he exhi- 
bited. And ' Dio aflerts, that he was the firft 
who caufed the Hippopotamus and Rhinoceros 
to be feen. And, as we may gather from 
&ietoniuSy in the Life of *' Fefpajtan^ he had 
aDefign to build an Amphitheatre of Stone, 
tho' it never was put in Execution. How- 
ever, in his Time, Statilius 7'aurus^ after- 
wards Conful and Praefed of Romey under- 
took the Aifair, thinking perhaps it might 
be agreeable to that Emperor; an Account 
of which we have in ' Dioy who fays, that 

* jinnal. /. 14. ^ Gmt. p. 13.5. ' L*th. fi, * Cap. 10, 
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hefore the fourth Confuhte ^ Aiigiiftus waf 
at an Endy Statilius Taurus, at hh own Charge^ 
^ere£ied a Hmaing T^hatre of Stoncy in the 
Campus Martius,' and dedicated it by the 
Combats of armed Men: But, according to 
Straboy in the aboye-mention'd Paff^e, it 
would appear, that it was not propetly in 
the Campus Martiusy but near it. Howe-* 
ver,' the Amphitheatre ttfelf was but incon- 
fiderable ; tho' on account of the Noveky 
of the Thing, StatiUm deferred to have been 
defied one of the yearly Praetors, as a Re* 
ward from the People : tho' the Edifice it- 
felf was not a Work equal to his Fame, nor 
adapted for that which Rome then wanted. 
Ifidorus writes^ that Ctirio was the firft who 
o^t of two lloeatreji uf Wood made cm com^^ 
fleat Amphitheatre^ and how 4 that Statilius 
Taurus caufed a fmall one of Stone to be 
eretied: Yet we do not find this Paflage of 
IJidorm in any printed Book of that Author, 
but only cited by s Quglielmo ^ajirengOy ^ 
VeronefeYi titer y cotemporary with P^r^r^i^, 
who in other Places fliews that he had 
Jfidorus's Books from more ample Origi- 
nals than what are remaining at prcfent. 
For my part, I argue with more Certainty 
about the Injconiiderablene& of that Edi- 
fice, by confidering how the folemn Games: 
celebrated two Years after,, notwithftanding 

♦ Tifrvim Ufideum mSM^ ^ f. 1^. 

they 
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iiitj had been before decreed on account of the 
• Vidory at jHHam ; yet the Prtfoneis fought 
within a Stadium of Wood^ built likcwifo 
ht that End in the Campus Martius. The 
ihinting9 given in the Prxtorfhip of DruJiiSy 
and on the Birth-Day of jiuguftusy were in 
the Circus. Thofe Shews by Water, giren 
bjT that £mperor were in the Circus Fkmi^ 
musy in which ^6 Crocodiles wece killed ^ 
aad. this we learn from Dio^ who feys, that 
at the Funeral Combats, particularly on the 
Death of ylgrippa, the Gladiators fought 
Man to Man, then with equal Numbers 
tg^inft one • another : The fame Author 
{^kcwifo Tclates how they were performed 
in the 7 Enclofure of the Cotnitiay as well 
io Honour of j4grippa^ as for having finifhed 
and ornamented that Place ; becaufo * they 
$ouId not exhibit them in the Forum on ac^^ 
want of the Conflagration which happened 
tberCy where feveral Buildings bad been de^ 
firoyed round about it. 

From aU which 1 think it plainly appears, 
diat they little regarded the Amphitheatre 
of Taurus \ which Conjedure I confirm, by 
ohfcrving that afterwards they even con- 
tinued to build fuch Struftures of Wood : 
Befides, 'tis credible that the Building itfelf 
waa not intirely of Stone ; but only perhaps, 
the Steps, and may have had other farts of 
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Wood: Hence we read in Dioy as he is 
epitomized, that ^ in Nero*s Time it was 
burnt; nor even after, on the Occafion of 
all the many Publick Games exhibited, does 
any Hiftorian mention that Theatre : Nor 
does it fignify, that it was called Lapideusy 
or a Stone^^fVork by Dio ; for that Hiftorian 
called Trajan^s Bridge, over the Danuhe^ a 
Stone Work alio, tho' the Piers of it were 
only of Stone, and the upper Part Wood, as 
appears from ^rajarfs Pillar, and even as it 
may be gathered from the Context of Dio 
himlelf. In fine, we may obferve that Fi^ 
truviusy in his long Account of the Stnidurc 
of Theatres, mentions nothing about Am- 
phitheatres ; from which we may very well 
argue, that no conflderable or fixed Amphi- 
theatre had as yet been leen ; yet that his 
Books were publilhed after Taurus's Amphi- 
theatre was ercfted, may be fairly conje- 
dured firom the Preface, wherein he fpeaks 
viilh ^ugujius as already fixed in thePoflef- 
fion of the Government, and as having turned 
his Thoughts to otmxatnt.Rome with fine 
Buildings. Moreover, that in this Emperor's 
Reign, fundry Amphitheatres of Wood 
were to be fcen in RomCy may be gathered 
from what Augufliis himfelf is reported to, 
have faid in the « Laps Ancyranusy . namely, 
that he had exhibited feveral magnificent 

♦ p. 709. e^ tiiimU 70 OftfTfoi' TS.TrtJfrf *f^ufli|. P. 709. 
Xifh. yifv^p hj^fnv* * Grut* />. 231, in Amfhitheatris. 
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Sames, both in the Ctrcus, the For um^ and 
Amphitheatres. 

After the Time of Augujius^ * Caligula 
beg^ another Amphitheatre, but never 
finilhed it : As to gladiatory Combats, and 
the like, Suetonius writes how that Empe- 
ror made then ufe of the Sefta^ viz. the In- 
clofurc of the Comitia^ and fbmetimes of 
Statilius ^aurus*^ Amphitheatre ; but Dio 
affirms, and agrees much better with the 
other Accouhts, that Caligula had his Games 
performed only in the Septa^ excepf fome- 
times in Places which he encompaffed 
^vkh Palifades : for which End he cauled • 
large Buildings to be thrown down, in 
order to make Openings whenever he had 
a mind, ^ becaufe he did riot at all value 
the Amphitheatre of J'aurus. 

Claudius delighted greatly : in Publick 
Games, the moff folemn Gladiatory Ona 
he had performed in the Septa '^. nay, Ibme 
modem Writers affert, that out of the Septa 
he built an Amphitheatre, for which they 
cite * Suetonius: Tho' that Author, in Cali^ 
gul(fs Life, fays otherwife, and that he un- 
dertook two Works, viz. an Aquedn^i^ and 
an Amphitheatre in the Septa ; one of which 
Works Claudius .^xii^t^^ but not the other: 
And in the lame Life of Claudius he affirms, 
that what he did finifh was the Aquedu^ j 

^ * Cah e. II, ^ 18. 3 i^ ^p. To )Af rif 7«pf» &i<t7^09 
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con&quently the Amfbithecare had been 
laid afide. Nero^ * who alfo liked PuWick^ 
Shews, built a new Amphitheatre of Wood 
jfor that Purpofe in the Campus Martim^ 
and finiflied it within a Year, That it was; 
wcH founded, of a great Size, an^ firmly . 
fiipported by large Beams, we learn from 
' Tacitus. Plifpf likewifc fays, * it had a . 
Beam of the Larix^Ttcey. about tio Foot 
in Lengthy and two in Breadlth, running 
equal from one End to the other ; which, 
together with another, were carried to Rome^ 
by T/^^/^/s Order, from iSy&^^i^, our Neigh- 
bouring Country : When that Emperor 
caiifed the Bridge at tht Naumachia to be 
rebuilt, and by him flbewn for a Wonder, 
and prefer ved a longtime after as a Rarhy. 

After the Example of Rome^ *twas but a 
Ihort Time trll other Cities began likewifc 
to build Amphitheatres ; fo that in the fame 
Reign of Tiberius one jdttilius built a large 
one near FidenOy which Town, as 9 Dionyjtus 
j&ys, was about five Miles from Rome : but the 
Foundation thereof having not been carried 
thro' the whole Fabrick, and the Ffame of 
i-he Wooduwork not fecurely linked toge- 
ther, it therefore happened at the Celebra- 
tion of one of their Games that the Weight 
of the Speftators bore it down all of a fud- 

^ Ner, u 1 2. Amfhhhtatro Ugneo intra anni Jpatium fkM* 
€Mt^ ^ ^^ifm. ^« 13;. lamlandhjuiulamejais (^ trabibm^ &c. 
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den, which, as * Suetonius iays, occafioned 
die Death of above twenty-thoufend Per- 
fons ; nay, * Tacitus aflerts, that between 
Dead and Wounded there were above fifty- 
thouiand. 

Another very beautiful Amphitheatre, was 
built without the Walls of ' Placentiuy and, 
as the iame ^ Author reports, the Largeft 
of any in Italy ; fo that there were many 
others : That this was built of Wood we 
may fafely conclude, becaufb in the Time 
of the Civil Wars between FtteUius and 
Otboy when a tutmifltuary Aflault was made 
on that City, by the Torches and Fire 
Ihsown from the two Parties againft one 
mother, it was fet on fire, blazed, out in 
Flames, and was rcdnccd to Alhcs; They 
£ij|)e£ked that it had been done malicioufly 
by fbme of the nei^bouring Colonies, be- 
caufe of the Envy they had againft one 
another. 

CHAP. IV. 

Of the Amph'ttheatre ofTirvSy called 
the Cx>\dStum^ not on account of 
Nero'5 Coloflus. 

• 

yES^JSIJN at laft undertook to ered 

his Amphitheatre of Stone, reckoned the 

Prodigy of all the antient Buildings, of 

which even the mere Shell or Cruft re- 

' Xf.r.42. * Ann. I. 4* « Hffi. i. 2. 
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maining to this Day, begets Wonder, hay* 
ing fureljr teen the moft;j(|jperb, and beft 
underftoQd.Et^fice in the World : Nor di^ 
« Martialy'Vi^oxit Reafon affert, that the 
Pyramids and Maufoleums ought to yield tp' 
it, and Fame to fpeak of it alone above 
all the others. 

» CaJ/iodorus affcrts, That the Expencc 
thereof was fufficient to have built a capi- 
tal City ; and Fefpa/ian knowing it would 
appear auguft, determined it ftiould be pla- 
ced in the Center of Romey tho' in his own 
Reign it was neither finiftied, nor the Wprk 
very much advanced; And yet, that it was 
perfeded in his Time , one (who . gives 
Faith to the Medals of that Emperor hinded 
about) ought to believe, fincc on thele Me- 
dals is this Amphitheatre reprefentcd fine 
and entire ; but I own all of this Kind, 
which I ever faw, are fpurious, nor indeed 
are any but falfe Coins of it to be Iben. 
Mezz'abarha^ on the Credit of others, has re- 
gifter'd one, with a third Confiilate upon it, 
but any one may fee how incongruous that 
is : Nay, the fame Author, on the Faith of 
Occo^ gave a Place to another more e- 
fteemed with the eighth Confulate upon it, 
which by Llpjius was received as • genuine. j 
which Piece of Impofture I have in my^own 
CollecHon, and as finely wrought as is pof- 

*£/)•!• * Var, UL 4, 42. Mvitiarum frofufo flumine 

coghaviti ^Mficitm Jkrh unde caput Hrbinm ptmjfet, 
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fiblc, but it happens that the eighth Confii- 
late of Veffafian coincides with the fixth 
of fitus^ in which Year, or the next fol- 
lowing Pliny finilh'd his Book, as we may ' 
plainly learn from the Dedication thereof to 
fttus^ where he ftiles him the fixth Time 
Conful : Now who can poflibly believe, if 
this Building had then been liniihed, or 
near cdmpleated, that I'hat • Author would 
not have mentioned it, confidering how ve- 
ry partial he was to Vefpajians Glory, efpe- 
dally in treating of the famous Buildings 
of Rome ; among the firft of which he on- 
ly places the Temple of Peace, made by 
Vt^^fian. Some, I own, give for Anfwer, 
that we ought to believe the Medal, where- 
on is the Reprefentation of the Amphithe- 
atre, to have been ftruck after Fejpajian't 
Death^ in Memory of his having begun it ; 
but in fiich a Cafe, by the Infcription, he 
would be ftiled Divusy not Conful ; how- 
ever, That this Amphitheatre was for the 
moft Part built in the Reign of fit us y may 
be gathered from Eutropiusy the Chronica of 
St. Jerome y St. ^rojperusy^ and CajJiodoruSy 
who abfblutely affirm, that it was ereded 
by him ; the fame may alfb be learned 
from the Gompend of Dioy who mentions 
it not as having b.een built in Fefpajian*s 
Time^ but in that of fitus j and fays. That 

^ Filth k 36. c. If, 
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the former having no Delight in giadiat<Mry 
Q>nibats, exhibited the Hunting of wild 
Beafts in the Theatres ; but Xifhiiine con- 
founding the Names <tf (hofe Things one 
with another, it is to be underftood in the 
Circi J in this Manner does Martial exalt 
T^itus. ♦ nshfj in the Lives of the Ccefars^ 
lays, That this vaft Building was begun in 
VeJfafan^sH^im^j but finiflied by 7%tuSy^nd 
fliews that the latter died a little after it had 
been perfefted, . Suetonius affirms the iatnc, 
atid that this happened alter the pubUck 
Games were ended, me^ng thofe perfor- 
med at the Dedication of the Amphitheatre : 
Hence we may conclude, that he had car- 
ried on the Work all the Time his Govern- 
ment laded. It was dedicated by Tttus in 
his own, and not in his Father's Name; 
at which Solemnity, Eutrofius fays, 5000 
wild Beafts were kill'd. Dio makes the 
Number 5)000, and to them adds 4 Ele- 
phants, and that lifcewifc naval Combats 
were given, s having on a fudden brought 
Water into the Amphitheatre. In thefe at 
lirft were Animals, afterwards a Number of 
Ships made to fight, as if they had belong- 
ed to the Corinthians and Corcyrians ; the 
antient War between which People is de- 
Icribed by ^hucydides : . And if we may be- 
lieve -AforV/W, ^People from every Part of 

■ 

♦ Amfhitheatri tanta vis, (^c* ftrfeSh opere interih. 
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the known World flock'd to Rome to lee 
thofe Games. This ftupcndous Pile is by 
an immemorial Tradition called the CoYtfeo 
at K^ome ; in Latin it is found wrote Coltfe^ 
am and Cohffeum : All modern Writers have 
for a long Time unanimoufly agreed, That 
this Amphitheatre was io named, bccaufe, 
as they lay, the Coloffus of Nero flood at 
a little Diftance from it ; but I ihall here 
propole a few Things to be confidered on 
this Head, and then let People judge, if it 
ought to have that Denomination. «The 
Cdojffus of Neroy which was an hundred 
and twenty Foot high, and the Work of 
* Zenodorusy wasplac'd in the Feftibulofhi^ 
Domus jiurea^ or Houfe of Gold ; we have 
al/o an Epigram in 3 Martial^ where Tttus is 
greatly praised for having converted that 
krge Spot of Ground in Rome (which had 
been fill'd with Nero's Houfe) to publick 
Ufc, and for having reftored it to the Com- 
munity, in which we fee, that where the 
Jtriunij or Entry to the Houfe had been, 
there did T^itus make a Street, at a little 
Diftance from which there was a Colojfus : 
And we plainly perceive that this venerable 
Strufture was not bailt where the Atrmm 
or Fejiibul ftood, but where the ♦ Fifti-ponds 
I had'been made, which of Couife were at a 
good Diftance Irom the Vcfuhul. Near the 

* 5«. Ker* r. i8, ' P/i/;. /. 34. f. 7. , ^ J^^. 2. 
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Amphitheatre, where formerly Gardens and 
Walks had been> he made ^erm<;s^ or 
Hot-baths, called by JMartial^ Fehcia Mu-- 
nera^ quick Gratuities ; the Reafbn of this 
Appellation we learn from ' Suetonius y name- 
ly, that they were made in Hafte. Some 
other Confiderations feem to convince, that 
the ColoJJus of Ntro ftood at no fmall Di- 
flance from the Amphitheatre, and that the 
iaid huge Statue was afterwards removed 
out of its Place, and tranfported elfewhere 
by Hadrian \ according to Spartiauusy it was 
then dedicated to the Sun j however, we 
know from ^ Pliny y that this had been ta- 
ken away immediately after 'Nero's own 
^ime, on Account of his Wickedncls. Yet, 
as Suetonius fays, when Veffajian had caufed 
it to be again fct up, Commodus altered it, 
having taken off the Head, and placed his 
own thereon. Now ■ Spartian affirms, that 
in the Situation where the Coloffus had ftood, 
the Temple of the Goddefs Koma was pla- 
ced, which does not appear to have been 
clofe to the Amphitheatre, but undoubtedly 
at a good Diftance from it ; for Vi£ior men- 
tions it as fituated in a very different ,Part 
of the Town. The lame Author likewifc 
places a Cohjfusy diftinguifhcd from the 
others, and of equal Size, in a Situation 
very diftant from the Amphitheatre. And 

• In T. c. 7. ^ P//». /. 34, cii]f, 7. Dammtis fceleribsu 
Uliuj frincipiu, I De eo hco in quo mnc Temflum urhis eft. 
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indeed, as to that of which we now 3^eafc, 
it might be well diftinguifhcd from the 
others, as having fcven Rays projeding from 
the Head, which flhews it facred to the Sun^ 
From all which it appears, that the Amphi- 
theatre could not take its Name from the 
Coloffusj as bdng neither near it, nor be- 
longing to it any way whatfbever. And 
indeed, had a Coloffus been placed near Ho 
vaft and 3wful an JEldifice, inftead of taking 
its Name from its being a Statue, 'tis more 
credible that the Statue itfelf took its Deno- 
mination from the Building j of this we have 
a dear Example in * ^Uny^ who lays, that 
a Cohjffus df Jupiter as large as a Tower, 
placed by Claudius in the Campus Martiusy 
as being near the Theatre of Pompey^ was 
called the Pompeian Coloffiis. 

But, ftiould it be asked from whence I 
think the Origin of the forefaid Denomina- 
tion came, I anfwer, from the Comparifon of 
this with other Amphitheatres, it appearing 
as much fuperior in Bulk to them, as a Cb- 
hjfiis does among other Statues, and from 
the Cuftom that People had of calling every 
thing by that Name, which exceeded others 
in Greatnefs, This Thought occurred to 
me long ago, by reading in Suetoniusy that 
in the Time of Caligula^ E/ius Proculusy on 

* Zd&. 34« caf, 7. Vocatur Fomfehtnm /» vUinlteite Thsatrh 
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acceunt of the ' vaji Size and fine Shape of 
his Body was called Colofferos^ or Cohffeo^ . 
ds it ought to be wrote in that Place, I 
likewife obferved in the Epiftles of * Caffio^ 
dorus^ that a certain great Perfon was cal- 
led by the Name of Cohffeus (or like a Co^ 
hffus) on account of his great Strength. 
Befides, ^ Vltrmlus ufes the Expreffion, in 
i|ieafcing of the greater Kinds of Weights, 
he terms them Weights more Colajpan ; 
which flicws that this Word was uled to 
cxprefs a Thing of a large Size ; juft as ki 
Greeks fbmctimes they make ufe of the 
Names of a Horfe and an Ox, in^compound- 
ing Words. Afterwards in running over 
the Hiftory of • Erchempertus the Monk, 
in Camilla Peregrini's Edition of that Au- 
thor, I was fore of the whole, where, in 
the fecond T'omey concerning the Italian Af- 
fairs, he twice calls the Amphitheatre of 
Capuay Cohffb (which perhaps ought to be 
read Cohjpum) and certain it is, that the 
ColoJJus of Nero had never been fet up 
there. And indeed it appears, that Amphi- 
theatres had that Name given them, dh ac- 
count of their marvellous Height. Calphur^ 
niusy in his ' Eclogues, fpeaking of the Am- ^ 
phitheatre of Roniey confirms this, and fays, . 

• CuL c, 3f. oh egregiam Corporis jimfUtudinem, ^ Speeiem 
Colojferos diiiui. ^ Var. lib. 3. JBp. 3. Nomine viribujque 

Fr/ifotenti. * Lib* 10. r. 4. KoXoffVixin^ onera* ^Cap,^, 
Ui^. T I. c^fd in Colojfo morabantttr. ^ Eclog. 7. 
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that it iurmounted the Top of the Tarpeian 
Rock in Height, appeuing to reach up to 
the Heayens« So far had I wrote ibme 
Months ago, when from Capua I received 
the Book lately publilhed by the Canon 
AOeffio Mazocbioy concerning the Amphi- 
theatre at that Place, and which, in a gen- 
teel Manner, was ient me by the moft wor- 
thy Magiftrates there, and from their noble 
Chief Giufeppe di Capua Capece. This Book 
contains lb much Learning, and is to very 
deganty that thofe exalted Minds which de- 
light in feeing the high Pitch to which Let- 
teis are arrived at this time in Itafyj ought 
to T^icc ; but, as to the Name Coloffeo^ 
^vca to the Roman Amphitheatre, I find 
that Author is pofitively of the fame Opi- 
nion, and proves it by Paflages in Fitru^ 
vius and ErcbempertuSy but moft cfpecially 
by that Interpretation given of the Word 
KoAcxTCTflt, by He/ychius ; all which confirmed 
me in the fbrefaid Opinion. 

And yet it may be not altogether incre- 
dible, but that the Amphitheatre, by fbme 
Accident or other, might, as is common- 
ly believed, have taken its Denomination 
from a Colojffus : However, I fliall only add, 
that if ever it had been fo, it moft ccrtain- 
\ ly was not from that of Neroj but rather 
from the CdoffUs of I'itus. We have a 
kind of Evidence of this before us in the 
two Medals in Plate I. the firft of which 

D J fticws 
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ftiews a Figure with an Olive Branch in itt 
Hand, fitting in the Curule Chair^ placed 
upon military Trophies, by which proba- 
bly is reprefented the Cohffus of ^ttus. An- 
other exceedingly like that we fee like^ 
wife fitting in the Curule Seat, on a Medal 
ftruck in Honour of fiberius^ with this Le- 
gend, Civitatibus jifi^je rejiitutisy where the 
Face of Tiberius is excellently reprelcnted, 
which Medal we find afterwards ftruck by 
an excellent and ingenious Artificer, where- 
on I believe a Statue is manifeftly repre- 
fented, as having been ereded on Account 
of that Emperor's having re-edified the 
Cities of jijia which had been ruin'd by an 
Earthquake, That this Statue was of the 
Nature of a Coloffus we may fairly con- 
jedure, firom a Marble Bafe of another Co^ 
kffus like it, found at PqzzuoIo in the Year 
165)3, with the Reprefentation of thoie 
AJntick Cities engraven round it, with In-» 
fcriptions thereon, and publiflied by Euli-^ - 
{one and Fabretti j on this Affair Lawrence 
Gronovius wrote a Book, fo that I think we 
need not doubt, but that the Statue refem- 
bling Titus was aljfo a Coloffiis. It was con-? j 
venicnt for the Artificers to make thofe Co^ \ 
lojpis^s in a fitting Pofture, becaufe in that j 
Manner they could give greater Firmnefs | 
%o the Figure *, Pliny mentions one of \ 

f Ub, 36. cfif, y. Mars etiamnum Sedens Cclojfeuf, 
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Mars fitting. And indeed by iuch a Dis- 
covery as this, we may well judge the 
Meaning of fitting Figures on Medals : 
There is another like this with a Branch in 
its Hand^ haying alfo Enfigns of Divinity^ 
a radiated Crown, a Spear, or rather Scep- 
ter, with this Legend, Divus Augujius Ft^ 
ffofianus ; by which we ice it reprdents a 
Statue of that Emperor, as erefted by De- 
cree of the Senate, for the Rererfe has no- 
thing elfe in the middle but S. C That 
this was of the Nature of a Coloffus we 
may probably conjefture, if we confider 
thole who ordered the making of it, and 
tJc^ Feribn for whom it was made. In that 
common Medal of Augujius^ whereon is the 
fimc kind of Figure, like that of fltus fit- 
ting in the Curule Chair, and an Olive 
Branch in its Hand, where it is perfedly 
well prdcrved, we may plainly fee Angu* 
jius*s Face. Hence 'tis clear, that a Statue 
of him feems to have been confecrated, afw 
ter his Death, to his Memory. Confenju 
Senatuj & Equejiris Ordinisy PopuUque Ro^ 
mani. In this Manner, 9 as Dio fays, were 
they creded while that Emperor was alive, 
every one contributing thereunto. Martial 
calls the Coloffus of Domttianus Statius^ that 
of Auguflus ; and Cubitus FiBor affirms , 
that there were above 88 Coloffus s in Rorw 
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ful Shews exhibited by Trajan^ Hadrian ^ 
Antoninus ^ius^ Marcus Commodusy the 
GordianSy ^robusy and others ; the Authors 
in the Hifioria Augufia fpeak of them, 'tis 
true, yet we are not always ftridly bound in 
Conscience to believe fome Pafiages therein, 
I mean with regard to the Number of Men 
and Beafts, and the rather, becaufe * Dio 
gives .us ^a very wholcfome Caution to the 
contrary, becaufe flattering Fame is, he fays, 
generally in the magnifying Side, the Cu- 
ftom then in ufe being to aggrandize the 
Relations they give of Things. Septimius 
Sever us y for the firft Time, expolcd the 
Crocuta^ an Indian Animal, to publick 
View, and in the Area of the Amphithe- 
atre built a Receptacle for thofe Animals 
in Form of a Ship, which being thrown 
down all of a fudden, four Hundred wild 
Beafts of all Kinds came out. I believe in 
Xiphiline it ought to be read forty, becaufe 
in the Sequel it is mention'd, that in aU, a 
Hundred in a Day were kiird ; fo we can- 
not fuppolc four Hundred brought out in 
one fingle Day. This Ship is reprefcnted 
on a Medal of Severus^ referred to by Mez-' 
zabarba. 

But in treating of thefe repaired Amphi- 
theatres, the firft was that of Antoninus Piusy 
mentioned by Cafitolinus. The Author of 

the 
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the little Book relating to this Affair, pre- 
fixM to Gronoviufs Greek Antiquities, was, 
methinks, too liberal to that Emperor, 
when he attributed the Fabrick of the Co^ 
hjpum to him ; nay, he likewife affirms, 
that Terence had one of his Comedies reci- 
ted in the Amphitheatre. Next follows the 
Amphitheatre mentioned by Lampridiusy and 
repaired by HeliogabaluSy after it had been 
burnt, * that is, after the great Damage it lu- 
iaxn'd by the Thunder that fell upon it, 
and which had greatly deform'd it in the 
Banning of Macrtnush Government, as we 
leara from the Fragments in Dio : Ajid yet 
peAiaps this Repairing of it was not per- 
feded by HeUogabaltis^ but in his Succefl 
fir's Time, Alexander Sever us ^ fince we 
have a Medal of the latter with the Am- 
phitheatre rcprefented thereon. Captolinus 
in EflFeft lays, that he reftored feveral Fa- 
bricks built by the Princes his Predeceffors : 
And this fame Lampridius avers, that the 
Emperor appropriated the Tax laid on the 
Whores, as a Fund for re-edifying all the 
publick Buildings for Shews, perhaps, be- 
caufe thefe Harlots were uled to live in or 
about fuch Places. The fame > Author fays, 
that after the two Gordians were flain, the 
Conful, in the Time of thefe Revolutions, 
for having mentioned Affairs of fmall Con- 

f Foft exu/iionem^ ^ In Max, ^ Balb, 
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fequence, was reproved by him who ipoke 
fidt in the Senate: Among the Number 
of which Things was not that ie Edtjica^ 
tiMe^ the Building only, which Paflage 
♦ Lipfius and • Spanheim quote, and which 
would bear a difterent Mining, but de ex^- 
0tdifi€ation€y the finiftiing of the Amphi- 
theatre. It is, however, moft credible, /that 
the giving the finiftiing Stroke, in re-edify- 
ing the Amphitheatre, was afterwards, in 
the Time of Gordianus Piusj as appears by 
that famous Medtlion of him, with the Am- 
phitheatre reprefented thereon : And not- 
withftanding the Word Munificent ia in the 
liCgend feems to allude to the Games ex- 
hibited, yet, the Analogy which the other 
Medals have with fuch an Edifice, fliews 
that we ought rather to underftand it in 
the Manner I have mentioned, more efpe- 
cially fince CapitoUnus^ in the Life of Gor-^ 
dian^ gives no Account of publick Games 
celebrated by him, but of fome prepared 
ibf that End, where were a thoufand (>)uple 
of Gladiators, and a great Number of ftrange 
Beafts ; all which Philip afterwards made ufc 
of in the Ludi fetulares^ or fecular Games. 

St. Jerome^ in Eufebius's Chronica^ be- 
fides the above-mentioned Conflagration of 
the Amphitheatre, fpeaks of another which 
happened in the Time of Deciusy about 

♦ A7nj:h. c/ip. 6, ^ Fr, Num, Dif. 3. c. 7. . 

the 



Of Amphitheatres. 45 

the re-edifying which I find no Mentiom 
in Authors. What that was which did bum 
on iiich Occafions, and why the Amphiche* 
atre required to be lb frequently repaired, 
we fhafl Ihew in another Place. The laft 
Record we have of liich a Kind of Da- 
mage fiiftain'd, is that mentioned in one of 
• Conjlanttm*^ Laws, in the Year 321 ; when 
MaximuSy the Prefed of RomCj declared 
that the Amphitheatre had been ftnick from 
Heaven, viz. with a Thunder-bolt, of 
wluch Notice was given upon Account of 
the Ominoulhels believed to be in Thun- 
der, and the NeceiEty of having the Omen 
iiiXacpreted, Of what regards the reftoring 
orrc^difyingthelcFabricks, we might have 
the laft Mention made in a Stone which 
Monfignor Ciampini is laid to have had in 
Rome ; where it is related, how TheoJonck 
cuied the Colojfeum to be repaired. 'Tis 
not, I own, unlikely, but that may have 
happened, confidering what a particular 
Care that Emperor took, in preferving the 
fine Buildings at Rome^ as we find in the 
Vari<;e of Cajjiodoras : But Monflgnor Eian-- 
chini (who was moft intimate with the 
aforefaid Prelate, and who, after his Death, 
took a great deal of Pains to put his Curio- 
fitics in order, to add them to that iiicitima- 
ble Mtipeum of Cardinal Alexander Alham ) 

affurcs 
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alTures me, that there never was fuch a 
Stone in Ciampini's Colledion. In one of 
FabrettVs ' Infcriptions are thefe Words, 
VMUcus yimphitheatrly an Office never be- 
fore known, and which fignify'd the Per-' 
Ion who had the Care of the Amphitheatre 
given him. In * Caffiodorus's Time we find 
the lame Word Vttticus made ufe of for a 
Defender and Keeper. 

The judicious Reader may have obfer- 
vcd, that very much is learned by Medals 
in this Affair, and indeed in the Sbquel 
hell ftill find their Ufe : Thofe Authors 
who have treated on the Subjeft, ought to 
have begun with this ; and yet Panvinlus^ 
who defign'd to write thereon, was the on- 
ly Perfon that ever thought of this Method, 
and who, in his Circenjian Games, has not 
only given us the Medals, with the Circus 
upon them, but thofe likewife of l^itas^ 
Domtian^ and Ahxandtr Severusj with the 
Amphitheatre reprefented there; for the Me- 
dal of Gordknus had not been publiftied 
at that time. 

The foremention'd Author has not given 
us any Medal of Fejpajiany ftruck when 
that Emperor was alive, but one after he 
had been deified; and 'tis not unlikely, 
tho' at prefent not to be feen : For which 
Reafon, fince we have nothing but the Re- 

' Jnfc, f, 3. • Var. lib^ 5*. 39. 
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mains of the Amphitheatre, I have thought 
it convenient, firll to ftiew the Figure of 
the Strudure as it was when entire, and 
then to exhibit all the Medals whereon 
it is found engraven, that fo by the Hifto- 
ry we may have Light therein. The firft 
which appears in the foregoing Plate an- 
nexed, has, till now, not been feen nor pub- 
lifhed ; that of Dtvus Titus is preferved in 
a great Number of Colledions, but coined 
while the Emperor himfelf was alive, and 
in the Time of his laft Confulate, namely, 
the eighth. It is of a more than common 
Size, infomuch that it might be reckoned a 
Medalion, if its Bulk wa^ altogether fuffi- 
cient, but in EfFeft it is a Degree fmaller 
than ibme of the largeft Medals ^ as to its 
being genuine, that 1 think is out of doubt, 
and may be an Unic, for what we know as 
yet: 'Tis in the Pofleflion of the noble 
Chrijiin Martimlli at Fentce^ to whofe 
Bounty the Learned are greatly indebted. 
The lecond Medal of Tttus^ not withftanding 
'tis very rare, yet ftiil is lefs curious than 
the others, tho' the Original thereof, as is 
here reprefented, and in my own Collection, 
is exceedingly rare, as being Ibmewhat lar- 
ger than the others, and of Lead. A cer- 
[. tain Perfbn, who has the greateft Skill in 
thefe Things of any in this Age, in the 
Eftimate he made of a Cabinet of Medals 
(not with Defign to make a Purchafe of 

them,' 
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them^ but meerly for the Information of 
the Proprietor) valued this one as being 
much more curious and rare than any other 
found of a different Metal. The firft and 
infallible Proof of its being genuine, is its 
Lightnefs, in Comparifbn with the like 
Quantity of modern Lead ; the fccond, is 
the inimitable Ruft thereon ; to this Ruft 
we ought chiefly to attribute its Conferva- 
tion^ a thing uncommon in Lead really an- 
tique : And befides, becaule the Medal is 
not quite fo light as others are. I have a 
Mithridates of Lead incredibly light ; but 
as to that of which we are fpeaking, 'tis 
plain, that the Evaporation thereof has 
partly been hindered by the Ruft. The 
other three Medals are in the Mufaum of 
the great Duke, where furely there is the 
moft elegant and beft cholcn Colledtion that 
is to be leen any where ; and in which like- 
wife is the fecond Medal we mentioned of 
T^ttus^ but not that of Vtfpajian^ nor others, 
of which they boaft. 

Seignor Baftiano Btanchly the Keeper of 
that Trealiire, has greatly affifted our 
Defign, and is a Perfon no lefs to be 
commended for Knowledge than Civility, 
Some People, I doubt not, will wonder 
why I have exhibited thefe Medals only, 
and not others, fo frequently to be 
feen in Books, for no lels than eleven of 
the like kind has Mezzabarba publiihed : 

But 
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But 'tis mo(t imdoubtedly certain^ that ex<- 
oept thole five already - mentioned, 'tis Tery 
difiieuir to find the Amphitheatre on aiiy 
Medal really genuine, fince hitherto the o* 
Aeis, by which this Matter is pretended to 
be illaftrated, are either Counterfeits, or hav^ 
been miflaken by People, who pretend to 
fee Amphidieatrcs where in reality there are 
none. I hare obleryed in foinc Authors, 
who go into the other extreme, that becauie 
of the many Ipurious Coins handed about, 
ibme of which are even in famous CoUedi- 
ons, they doubt of the whole, and believe 
that the Amphitheatre is not all to be leen 
upoaany antique Coin. But ' Rafaele diVoU 
terra [^who lived in an Age before this a« 
Aninable Pradice of falfifying Medals be« 
pxk] affirmed, . that he had leen the Repre- 
fintation of the Amphitheatre on feveral 
Aittique Coins y and indeed theie exhibited 
here, have paft the Cenfure of the greateft 
Critiqaes in Medals of any we know. The 
four already mentioned, at Florence^ have 
been approved and regiftred by Vaillant as 
genuine. The fecond is reckon'd pretty 
good, the third inconteftabk, on account of 
tfie rCTiarkable Ruft on the Surface, which 
is.almofi of a black Colour ^ of imitating this 
perfeftly, the Falfify ers have not as yet found 
out the Secret. The other two demcHiftrate, 
that Arts* were at that time. in decay : in 
them is the Piazza ^ or open Place leen, arid 

' C$mm*urb.L6. E a 
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a Man in the Attitude of figbtbg ivith a wild 

Bcafti ..In.thc otbec^aBuU/ t(^her .widi a 

certain: kind of Animal^ trith a Man on hii» 

back^ which according to my Draughty k 

not ati Elcphant,-a8 fomis have, cxprcflcd 

it iThe lafi: is a Medaliony publi&ed 

irom the lame Original, and celebrated h^ 

^.Spgnheimi One larger^ and better ipt6^ 

Icrvod, is fai^.to.bd.injthe famous Treaiiiift 

t£ CisdxT^.AiexaiBder Alkauii who^ oaao 

count of the: riohleAmbitbni hchas to.eti^ 

courige every: kind of Learning, did noofl: 

ocNirteoufly fend itae a Drawing thereof; but 

I cannot : endch; ihefe Sheets.iW^th it, by rca^^ 

ion that thePalles being fhut-iap. on account 

of the fear of Ckmtagion, iCoipies of thefud 

Drawing have more than (kkW; mifcanicdl 

The Medal of Alexander Sevtrus has two 

Figures reprefentid on it, in the Adion: df 

gomg into the Amphitheatre, ^ one third podst 

of their Body appearing oa the Outfidctcf 

thft Entry> fceming ta guard it, and-^lhis 

part of it is a little defaced by Age^ f&, k 

give^ us to underfiand) that the Figure sd- 

presents a Hercules. And indeed by tte 

Calpffks) on th«e Medalion, /it does in efifeft 

appear to foe that God with a Club in. his 

biuid^. tho' not very perfc£Uy leprefented ii 

the engraving. . . 

AnodacT; Medalion of Gordian deicrSaed 
l^y Bonarsttiy SIbcvm a Circus in Herwciea 
<tf SFWrfw, . in iwhkh is a Statue of Htrcm^ 
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ks.m I haye called ours a Cokjfus^ for fb it 
appears; but the indifiereot Artifice ihewn 
in thoie two laft mentioned Coins, hinders us 
fiom making any probable Conjedures about 
them : yet w€ cannot pais over in filence, 
the Edifice which appears upon one Side of 
the firfty apd the Met a on the other. Vol- 
terrano took them for two Fountains, but 
indeed we cannot eftablifli any thing as a 
Truth in thefe Matters. The one has been 
by the Antiquaries commonly referred to, as 
&e Met a Sudans^ which Place they call that 
Fragment of a Wall remaining near the Am- 
phitheatre at Rome J where they believe there 
. ^ns a Fountain. The Figure ieen on the Me- 
daj we are now delcribing, is certainly very 
lite that on the Reverfe of a Coin of Titus 
. with the eighth Conlulate ; and yet I cannot 
. conclude this for certain, more elpccially 
fincc ViEloT and Rufus place the Meta Su- 
igns in a Situation remote from the Amphi- 
theatre. We muft add, that in the Chroni^ 
ca of CaffiodoruSy the Meta Sudans is rec- 
koned among the principal and moft famous 
Edifices at Rome: By this it appears to have 
been Ibmethiog very confiderable; being 
likewiie enumerated among thoie Fabricks 
built or refiored in the ninth Confulate of 
D omit tan : and if ereftcd then, 'tis certain 
it could not have been repreiented as a Me- 
dalof Titus. And if repaired, we ought 
not, I think, to believe it was built to very 
ibon after. E 2 Bojtus 



51 Of AMPHtTHE ATHkS, 

Bofius and Arringhi cite the written Afts 
of St. Rejlitutus^ in which the Meta Sih 
dans is mentioned/ without telling where it 
flood. Sometimes they find this Medal with 
a Figure at the Top of the Pillar inftead df 
a LiUy* But with regard to Pillars placed 
over it, like a double Portico which are 
fcen on the Reverfc of the Medal, no- 
thing has as yet been laid on that- Head. 
The vulgar Prejudice which People Hiv^^ 
that the Medal ha$ two leparate Building 
repreiented upon it, and which ibmctiines 
fcem really fo, afforded me leveral Conjec- 
tures about them. Firft, I thought the Struc- 
ture very much rcfembled tht Ba/ilic£y like 
that of Taulus z^f^Hius which we haVc 
in the Gonfiilar Medals, and makes it evi- 
dent, that thofe were publicfc and liimptu- 
ous Portico's, where the Citizens met tocoii- . 
fer about Affairs i and yet I had a Sulpicipb, 
that rather People of the greatcft Note, when 
the Sun was moft Icorching, might perhaps "' 
have retired fometimes to thoie Places bf 
the Amphitheatre, and ordered fome Couplet 
of Gladiators to fight there, which Coo- • 
jefture fcem'd to . allude to a Palfage in 
' ^ioy who lays, that when the Sun's H?at 
was moft intolerable, inftead of the Theatre -^ 
they made ufe of the ^iribitorium. This 
was an ample and covered Place which iervcd 
for the Rendezvous of the Soldiers. * Var^ , 

ro 
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r^ fays, the Edifice of the Vilta Tublica 
ierved for the fame ufe. But this Villa 
TPubUca is repreiented on the Coins of the 
Vidian Family^ and is exadly like the £- 
difice we find near the Amphitheatre. Then 
I thought, that if this covered Place ieryed 
for a Retreat to thole who had a mind to 
reft thenllelvesy after having flood lb long 
in the Amphitheatre, and then to retum 
ibon Co their Places ; lb did I imagine that it 
m^t alio then have ferved for People to re- 
fidh themielves a little, fince it was efteem'd 
indecent even . to be leen to drink at thofe 
^nblJck Games: and this I leam from a Paflage 
in • S^intilian, where (peaking of the Ro^ 
mmjc&s, he mentions a fmart Reproof which 
Jifgufius lent to one whom he perceived 
drinking in the Amphitheatre, giving him 
to underftand^ that when he had a mmd to 
dine, he would chule to go home to his 
own. Houf^; and Lampridius relates it as a 
piece , of great Imprudence in Commodus^ 
that he drank publickly in the Theatres and 
Amphitheatces. I likewife imagined, that 
I might conceive the Fabrick we are men- 
tioning to have been one of thoie Buildings 
placed on the publick Street near the Celof^ 
fium, for the Ufe of the Spcftators, as * Mar- 
tial iaysv Or that I might confider it as an 
Apodyterium or Spoliariutn^ not in the Senfe 
01 JVfort^y,. but where the Adors pnt off 

E 3 theii 
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their ulual Habirs, and the Gkdiaioys drefled^ 
themfelves, and were fitted out'for tht S^i- 
lehlnitv of the Day, and where the Pomj^ 
of their entering the Amphitheatrc was pt-^ 
dered. A Stone found laft Year near the 
Amphitheatre of Capua, and exhibited in 
the new .Volume already mentioned, has 
railed in me this doubt, becaufc- ttientioa is 
made therein of an Apodyterium, in that Si- 
tuation, ' 

But finally tejefting all thoft Divifiom, I 
think tis more probable^ that thofe Pilkrtl 
do not fliew it to have been a difibent EdW 
fice, but a kind of Vefiibul^ by the Gte^i 
Q^XLtd^fopjfUa OT TrppvvXcuct, and crefte^ 
before the other Buiraiqg which was moft 
frecjuented. In the mofl: famous anticht , 
Strddures, a kind of outer Building was very • 
much in ufe, as an Ornament and Defence 
to the principal Entry. 

In fome Medals this Building dq^s • in rf^ 
feft appear joiti'd to the Amphith&tre itfclf, 
tiay the two larf: Coins fcew the lattie Situa^ 
tion c6vcred, but with a very different Ajv 
pearance. Hence ^tis probable; ' that irt 
latter Tim6s, tfie firft having fkllfcn dowri, 
the TfopyUa had been rebuilt ift anothet 
Form. I was confirmed in this Opinion, iri 
digging up the Ground before the Amphi- 
theatre of /^r^»^, correlpotideht: with the 
lame Situation on the Medal, and there wd 
found large Vkcts t^ jffricoH Marble PU- 

lars. 



fan, wh)ch7iev«i:hadbecnplace^eUe^lie^, 
nor other wUe, ; made ule of io the Arena. 
TO' this vre niay:add> that at Ctpuoj in the 
&me Situation bdbre the Amphitheatre there, 
Filial weie a^ found. I once law. t^e 
iecond Medal, which had two Figures placed 
Hpoa the T«{> of the Antiperta or I^odge j 
, oat as they h^d been touched vrith the Grara:> 
i did oot r9g^,theni. Now fince, we hwre 
ia tlus Chapter iaid £> much on Medalv, it 
iidiU. Tiot be .dfJagreeable, to the Lorqrs of 
filch ^uriofitie^ to. fee a Med;d in every i;^- 
%eft iiDgular, nay evoi sui. Unic fox wh^t 
iyCC. Jpnpmi.. ;0n this the -Front of a 
ItwUing is re^fented, with Pillars >likewi:fe 
|d»3cd one above another, with iibja^ 
Sptt^ betWQi^ than. . \ , 
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Vaittant hnagmed the FigCire hcre'^ t6 be a 
Porticd, having aiftong \m Greek Coitis^x^ 
hibited a Draught of it fiom the iarae'Qri- 
Ipnal i but in this^ he was miftaken, f^\^* 
fides the diffeiient' Idea it has of the Face, 
and othir Imperfections in the Drawing^ it 
rather fhews it to be a little ^Frame of T2»bcif 
join'd together. Me^alind, ^hdni kt this 
place we ftile the New Jurn^ cka b^ noJ- 
•wfeere feen ib lively in Effigy as here^^*^jfed 
die fincTafte is the more obfeirvaMe/-asl)dBrii; 
on a Greek Medial. It was flruck in Nieiiij, 
-and'bears the Name of the ProccMifiil GiiMUks 
Ritfusi it is preferved in the Treafuf cj of 
^e Vifani^ now Corr^ro^ - biit* the Public 
'dOght to acknowledge this xtfriotis Piece> as 
proceeding from the Bounty df-* that majgtii^ 
nimous and great Senator Signor Almoro^ to 
whom Learning [on account of his Sump- 
tuous Library, and for the many good Qua- 
lities to which he is in many relpeds enti* 
tied] owes a great deal. 
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In what manner it may hefaidy that 
in Rome there was but one Amphi- 
tbeatrey and how long the Ufe of it 
Jafted. 

FROM what Jbias been already iaidi one 
veryimpo'rtant Truth may ht gathered, 
namely. That there was no other Amphi- 
dieatre at Rome^ but that ofTituSy by which 
I mean, a perfed one made ufe of K>r their 
fi>lemn Games. For there is no Memory of 
any other to be found on Medals, nor do 
the Fejiigia of any other appear in the Flao 
we have of old Rotik: As it is figured out 
on at Marble Pavement of a Temple, tjie 
greateft part of which is preferved in the 
Palace Farnefey and piiblilhed by ' Bellori. 
There, indeed, are three Theatres to be feen. 
» Thilander on Vitruvius fuppofes, that there 
was too great an Abundance of Amphitheatres 
in Rome^zxiA no Ids'fhan levcn ftone Theatres^ 
^hich he enumerates one by one 5 tho' in rea- 
lity of fixed Theatres there wer6 only three. 
He ianges them in the following Order : 
Fkft, that of Caffiusy mentioned by Tater- 

« R<MW£, 167 J. fol. * jd lii.jf. f.f. fid futo fn 
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tulus^ which is much anterior to the Amphi- 
theatres^ or ii}deed to Theatres of Stone ei- 
ther J nor was that Fabric ever finifli'd. He 
places likewile that of Caligula^ ^^^.^ y^^ 
an unfinifh'd Aimphitheatre (oo, and of Wood, 
as was that of rlero. The ot-her of Ci>me- 
^us BaHus was a Theatit. That of CUu^ 
dius^ mentioned by Suetonius^, was {leather 
a Theatre nor Amphitheatre. Tlie Theatre 
of EfymlmuSj Thiiander and other;^, £yr, 
is ipoke of by Martially but he' omy 
mentioned a Water-^Theatre, in the t Strict 
called the Suburra^ which Father ^ ^mati^ 
with very ^pod Kealbn, doubts if it was any 
thin^ elle but a Fountain in form of ^ 
Theatre. Finally, Philander tt^^om ^p^ 
built by Trajan J in the Campus 'Mariiui^ 
to have been an Amphitheatre, but vety* loon 
defiroy'dby-his SuccefFor Hadrian^ qf which 
Spart tonus makes mention. A lat^ '^V Q^ 
ledor of Antiquities, has likewifb reckonodl 
that, of Trajan to have been one of the Anj* 
phitheatres of Rome : I own he might w^ 
lomc ihaddw of reaion be of that bpinipi;y 
Imce * Taujanias calls %ji great Tpeairf^ 
round in every Yart. And yet bcpattft it 
was a Striifture not of a very cbnu9(Hi loi^ 
is there any reaibn why' it Ihould be caOed 
ia Theatre? In tho{^ timi^ they had not ydfc 

^ begun 



b^n to ccmfdondtbeNamesofthofe Builds 
ings oAe with the other ; but why ^fliould it 
be caltod a Theatre, not only by TaufOf^ 
niM, but Sf animus alio, who in die laine 
life^ when it occurs, cails the Am]^theatre 
by ita own proper iNfame ? But we ihall^ ifi 
anodier place, give a more certaidt pft)of 6f 
this^ and (hew what fciiid of a Theatre that 
tS Trafan wa^ Our 'phsfent defign is not 
td treat of all thofe which reaUy were nerd: 
Amphitheattts,- bvXX^thOiCiSStatirtusTaurus 
vcoAtht Cdfirmjian (Xity ^ we hear they ar6 
mentioned by J^iffar zstd Rt^s.in the I>e«i 
fcription they have left us of the &tirteen' 
Ke^ns of Romey wliisrein mentidn is ittade 
of Aree Ataphitheatres. ^ -^ 

With regard to that of Taurus^ we have 
already fhewn how^very inooniiderable it 
was, eveti'whitti iirfl bmlt, and how adter- 
wafds it was buimi down in Ntro's Time^ 
the Ruids*and Name thereof being it2bfiii:<- 
ing, were the Caiile why ViBor has men«- 
tbned them: For we cannot T>ciieve> that 
the Edifices, and the Tilings Ipoke of by 
him, weire all remaining entire and in u& 
in hi^ tfm^* As to 'i)itCaftrenfian cme, we 
h&ve t^fbti to believe, that it was itiH kfi 
ec^ifiderafole thati the other, ie^ngnowbere 
elfe mentfbn is mdde of it. There were 
Emperors^ 'tis true, whoto gratify die * Pub- 

• 
- ' ' ■* , ■ " 

f Dio* lib. 5*4. U A979ii tqH tespromAif* 
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torian Sdidiexs, fbmeciines cau^d Gladiator]^ 
Games to be performed in their Quarters, of 
which Aitguftus gave Example ; and there 
was a Snail AmpMtheatre ereAed perhaps 
by Tiberius J who in Perlbn attended the 
CaftrenJidnGdme&y and where, 'tis /^ reported, 
tiiat he ihot a wild Boar with an Arrow ; 
yet as he was no Adnmer of publick Shows, 
'tis more credible that this was the Work of 
* ClaudiuSy who likewiie exhibited Gladia- 
tory Combats in the Praotorian Quarters every 
Year. But as the SCrudure was of finall Im- 
portance, it defenKd. not to be mentk^'d by 
Writew. * 

. That: Rmn of Brick, and not of Stone, 
which appears within the Walls of Rome^ 
near the Monaftery of Santa Creee in Geru-- 
faUfxme^ is to t\ns day believed to be the 
Remains of that Amphitheatre ; the Know* 
ledge of which Particular we owe entirely 
xo^anvinitis^ whohas ihewn it in his Map 
of Rtmiei and in his Book of Circenjtan 
Games thereby correfted the Errors of le- 
veral other Authors.: Andiodeed, from what 
lemains thereof, we may ftill conje&ure that 
the interior, part wa&of Wood : and as it has, 
ever fince Aurelian's time, been built up 
within i^e Walls of Romej and made ule<>f 
there as a Bulwark ;- we may thereby know 
how long it' is £nce the ule of it has been 

AjmrnrfarinminOifirUiCr^: • 

laid 
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laid zMe. It is not lb eafy to leam where 
that of Taurus was, fincc no. known Re- 
mains thereof exift at prefent, nor do ancient 
Writers afford us any great Li^t therein. 
Tatrvinius reckons the Walls of the Garden 
of Spaddj in the Mount Talatme^ to be ¥zri 
thereof^ but they rather ieem to be the Re- 
mains c^ a Theatre than of an Amphitheatre. 
Fof my part, be that as it will, I am apt 
to believe that Tauru/s Fabrick was pf no 
very long Duration $ and in this Opinion I 
am the rather confirmed fix>m an Epiftle of 
Caffiodarus, which mentions that BuUding to 
have been thrown down in Theodoricitt 
tune, and the Place where it flood ccmyerted 
to a private Ule. 

For we know that that King ordered the 
• Tower, Circus ^ and Place where it flood, to 
be reftored to two noble Minors, as having 
been Aeir Fathcr*8 Property, and unjuftly 
taken from them. By this Pafl^e I under- 
fiand the whole as fpeaking of the Amphi- 
theatre after it was rained ; for which rea- 
ion, the Place where it had ftood was then 
becxxne private. The like I do of the Tower 
whkh had been ereded in a Situation whefie 
Ibme Circus had fonherly been built, and 
where the Ruins only remained. The Aq- 
thor of the ^iarium Italitum underiftood 
the Meaning of theie Words as if it had been 
a diftinft Place given to the forementloned 

Sena- 
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SeoatQiian Family^ ior feeing the Gaines 

dbe Amphitheatre, and a Tower in the Cira 

aiOGiga'd oyer to theni^ for bebpl(^g tl 

Qames . fsom it, whichrh? iays, wasagre 

]9oaour. done them. Bvit among 1q great 

number, of Latin andi Greek Authors w! 

)|)eak of ihQ.Circusy nc^e have made ai 

mention o£ Towers therein ^ and if there h^ 

been any, 'ti$ more likely it would ha 

been allotted to the common Feopk;, to vie 

t];ie Garnesi irom it} fince 'tis cextaib, tt 

the Places appointed for the Senators wqr^ 

the loweft Rank oif all| and nearelt the ¥k 

of Combat. The Bo:^e^ [as one may ia; 

of the, CirpiSy were, I own, call'd Spiit 

cula & Forty but never Turres. Tbc Si 

.of the ConiUlS) and thofe of the firil R|u 

pf Magij^rates^ are called by ^"^ Lfvy^ Fw 

TuhUcosi and indeed the Emperor CiMii 

alSgn'd oyar the Privilege of fitting v^ i 

Circus to the Senators in commcxi, and n 

to certain Families j and this Order, as" £ 

tells us^ wa obferv'din After-times, . lb th 

,no particular Peribn coiild, generally ipea 

ing, uiiirp a peculiar Place to himlelf in t 

.Amphitl)ieatre) beqauip the Todium 

Boxes, buUt ^U round the Fabric, were 2 

prppriated for the ^natorian Ordqr alor 

The Eqt^Us had their particular Places al 

tho' the Seats were taken up by the fi 

»^L.45'. foir. '« Lib. 60, 

Come 
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GomerS) proykied they were of that Order : 

Hence .it was that the Ranum Knight air 

ready mentioned, whom Angufins g^ve to 

UDdorfiftnd, that when he had a mind to 

dine^ he. would go home to hi$ own Honie^ 

fcnt that Emperor this Axifwer \ lays '^ hc^ 

S9 ymi majf^ find, ypu need net fear lofiag 

fdtr Seat. By which it appears, that when 

Hoisj. left their Seats, others might take pof^ 

fiflSon of them. Pipmijfcuous fitting was a£^ 

terwards in ufe on the Fafchal E^ys, be- 

cauie pablick ShowS; wore npt exhibited then; 

for on aQ Feftivalt and iblemn Days they 

were eicpreffly prphibited by ' > Valetainian. 

The Gxitext does likewiie ihew, that they 

difwted about the Utility and the Tiacif 

tdSltd by their Fathers, according to the 

Cnnmuney not de HonorifceHtis : So 

diat I think with much Probability^ we mav 

CQDJednre that here it is fpoken of t][ie. Si- 

tuatiooof T^^nxx's Amphitheatre, demoliOied 

at that time, and of a Tower which took 

its Name from a Circus which formerly had 

ftood in that Plaice ; and fo we read in an 

ancient *^ Chronica of the Bilhops of Teri- 

gord^ cited by du Conge ^ how a certain Peribn 

in the fplace ef the Arena built a Tower. 

The common Language of both Cbrifiian 
and/ Pagan Writers makes it evident, that 
one ocXj Amphitheatre was in uie 'at Rame^ 

»» ^tmti, L6 r.3;. ^i'CoJ, Th, I. if, f.y, 

'4 K. Anna fufra tecum Ar^nnrum Turtm ^drf^cnit, - 

and 
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and had that Denomination given it, ndne 
being diftinguUhed by any particular Epi- 
thet, and when they commonly expreis> that 
the Amphitheatre was repaired^ he was 
kd into the An^hitheatte^ the Games Were 
exhibited in tie Amphitheatre^ 8Cc. with- 
out meaning anf other^ 'tis certain that they, 
underftood thereby the Amphitheatre of Ti- 
tus : which plainly Ihews, th^t there' waft 
that die cHily; fince they did not call SPmp-- 
pej^'s Theatre, the Theatre^ by way of Pre- 
eminence, notwithftanding it was more fumpi- 
tuoUs than the reft. AmmiofMSj Ipeaking 
of the Emperor Confians's £ntry into Rome, 
mentions the moft famous Edifices remaining 
at that time, among others, ' ^ thef Amphi^ 
theatre J without adding any thiiig elfe^ and 
the Theatre of Tampej/y in order ta diftin- 
guifli it from the others. In the Fragments of 
®i^, publilhed by the great Fulwus Orfi- 
■ nusj together with his LfgationeSy now coi- 
leded into a Body of Hiftory of Cmfian^ 
tinus TorphyrogenituSy we rejid of ieverai 
Prodigies ^fot fuch they believe them3 one 
of which happened in the Beginnffig of 
' Macrinus's Reign. Among the others^ of 
Thunder which fell on the Top of the Am- 
phitheatre, and where fuch a ftubbomCon- 
flagration enfued, that neither by the Water 
pour'd thereon like Rivers, nor the vaftflain 
which fell at that Time, could it be esctin- 

guiflied^ 
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guxflicd, * * the Water and the Rain drying 
^ fif^fiy h '^^ Violence of the Flames 
pom Heaven y that the Amphitheatre it 
Jilf was damaged all rounds mfomuch that 
for many Tears^ publick Shews and Gladia- 
tory Combats were performed in the Circus. 

This Faflage alone confirms all I aim at, 
becaufe it fhews, that this muft have beed 
the Amjrfiitheatrc of Titusy there being no ' 
other in which they could exhibit the G^mes 
in the mean tinle, fince they were obliged to 
bring the Gladiators into the Circus. 

We may like wife obferve, from the Wordsr 
jttft now cited, and by the whole Paflkge, 
thaf nbtwithftanding that great Conflagration, 
theAmphitheatre wis however not confumed, 
like that of Taurus^ mentioned by the fame 
2)i^,as it would feem to read in the Latin Ver- 
ftjti, which rery injudicioufly renders it 4/I?- 
fiagravit s but as it may be elfewhere ob- 
fcrved, by the Fire that was kindled from 
JlboVe, the inner Side, and the Things ap-i 
pertaining thereto^ were only confiimed, tho^ 
thctc is no doubt but other Parts of the 
Building fuffered alio. 

There is one thing which J think proper 
to add, for corroborating what I have al- 
tettiy laid, and what I am eUewhere td 
pWvc, from the Subftance of this Paffage, 
tftditis this; that by mending the Text, and 

F charv^^ 
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changing only four Letters, I read thie Wor<i 
^!^gf Gflfcp nro, Orfinus and Leunclavius in his 
fine Edition of T>io, write '^ -i^g^ffg^o, 
but without any meaning at allj hence itis^ 
that the Verfion in the fecond> neither 
grees with it felf, nor reads well ; 
tamen ex ea parte manjit integrum^ unde 
Spe Macula Gladiatorum mult is in Stadia 
aeinceps annis edit a fuerunt ; not Aliqui^y 
I lay, but the Building it felf, viz. the Ampb.i- 




theatre j not ex ea parte y but in parte ; 
tamen^ which is not to be found there, and 
confounds the*Senle ; above all, it muft not 
be read manfit Integrum^ becaufe it woald 
not be well deduced from thence, that there* 
fore they could not exhibit the Shews any. 
more there ; but on the contrary, that it was 
fpoiied, which might well follow, that there* 
fore they were obliged for many Years to make 
ufe of the Circus. The wortiiiy Ecclefiaftic 
Nicolo Falcone^ who lately has done honour 
to Rome ^y having brought to lights tranflated 
andilluftrated, many Parts of 2)/^, which had 
never been fcen before ; I fay,of ©/^jthat great 
Hiftorian, every Paragraph of whom, with 
regard to the Roman Hiftory, is a Treafure, 
This Gentleman, Falcone^ perhaps knowing 
that in this Place n^^eyivBTo^ fuperfuit, can- 
not run well, has wrote it 'srepfreyepenj but 
that would methinks agree rather worfe with 
the Author's meaning, fignifying, the/ ad- 

'■^ p. of p. ^o« 
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ded i whereas the Senle here requires to be 
read, they dejtroycdy or demolilhed. 

How long the Ufe of Amphitheatres re* 
mained at Romcy cannot be eafily determined; 
the firft Laws enaded againft all kind of 
bloody Games, began in Conjiantinis Time, 
and in the Year 325, Gladiators were ex- 
preflly forbid : not only thofe of the Volun- 
teers of that Profefiion were included, but 
the Combats of the preft^ones alfo j the laft 
of whom, inftead of fighting, were condemned 
to the Mines, and yet the foreiaid Combats 
continued for a long Time ; that Law, per- 
haps, regarding only thofe in the Eaft. As 
to this, we have the Authority of Sozomen^ 
which we flhall very ibon produce. 

In the fame Age, Conjtantine publilhed 
another Decree againft them, as did like- 
wife HonoriuSy tho' under the Reign of the 
latter they Hill continued at Rome. For 
which Realbn '^ Trudentius in the Begin- 
ning of the fifth Age, warmly exhorted that 
Emperor to extkpate them, which he after- 
wards did. The firft Step he tbofc to this, 
was to banifh thofe fighting People out of 
the Country ; and this chiefly for an Acci- 
dent which happened, and is related by Theo-- 
doret in his Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, A cer- 
tain Perfon, czXLQdiTekniachus ^ by Profefiion 
a Monk, who came from the Eaft, happened 
on Ibme folemn Day to go into the Amphi- 

F z theatre^ 
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theatre, where he b^an to endeavour ill 
he could to hinder the Combatants finbtn fight- 
itig : this uneiicpefted Ifrciderit lb enraged the 
Spedators, that without further ado, rufhiHg 
on him, they tore him Id pieces ; fdr which, 
lays our Author, and ' • Sozomeii alfb rfelites 
the fame, the Romans were for the fitft tittte 
. Ryrbid filch Games. Tis ttue, iibtwithftartd- 
fe'ig this, they did not want Amphitheatrtcil 
Gamfei among them, atid fierce ondS too ; but 
foch iVtre only petformed by wild Beafts. 

CiteYd in ftVeral places diffiflgiiifhes the 
Gkdtatort from theBeJiiariiy talkd Hurttft^ 
tr Venat&res Araiiittii. As to this> fee J&li/- 
Itnger^ whd has treated largely on this tteid. 
*^ Symmachus fays, that any Feaft, thxi 
tvet fo fiimpluous, was not at all Jrelllhcd, 
Jf the braveft of thefe BefiiarridiA not fight 
The various and furprifing Ways by whid] 
tfrey engaged widl the wild Beafts, the iDex« 
terity, the Addrefs, and the Iftftruments tihej 
made ule of on that Occafion, may particu- 
larly be gathered from Ibmt Paffages in Thr- 
ttdliony Vopifcus and Tmdentm ; but a- 
boveall, from thatEpiftle of " Caffiodorus 
who delcribes them accurately, and whicl 
may be compared with the Figures repre- 
fented in the two * "Ditticiy pubfifhed by ^ 

*> Sbv^, /. 5'. r. 8. ;7tt£^ JH PafjuLiotf To 71 'ZTpSror « ri 
fiL^popiii^ thviti 6ut^ dtvtn. *^ tiirc. I, jr. tf.fp. *^rtlj 

W. f. JLl, ) 

* Pl/hether the Author meanf Dyptics, is a ^eftion,fince be sH 

. tirwarJs mentions Figures refrifentei in^ ^htH f»hdp) ti 

mrd 19 ieriv'dfrom J^^. f/j^ 



FUtemiuSy where Ibme of thefc Entertain- 
ments are leen exprefled. 

In the time of Symmachus^ there was a 
Tax laid on the Animals allotted for the 
Games, namely, a fortieth Part 5 the which 
appears in that place, where he complains, 
** that they made thofe, poffeffed of 
Dignities, pay that Tax alfo, fince it ought 
only to jfall, he fays, on the trading 
People. If we believe Theophanes ^ a- 
bout the End of the fifth Age, the Empe- 
r<»r Anafiafius prohibited the fighting with 
wild Beafls alio ; but the two forementioned 
l^tici fliew us bloody Battels of wild 
Beafts at Conjiantinopley in the time of the 
^t Anafiafius y who, together with Ago- 
fitusy was Oriental Conful, namely in the 
Year 517. At Rofne in 5 1 9, we find there 
were the iame kind of Shews: Entaricus 
CUlica having on occafion of being made 
Conful, exhibited them in the Amphitheatre in 
afolemn Manner, caufing a Number of wild 
Beafts firom Africa to be brought thither on 
purpofe, of which Senatoriusinlas Chronica 
makes mention, infoiming, that in his time 
ihey began to wear out of ufe, yet they 
ccHitinued in the 523^ Year, Annicius Max-' 
imus having exhibited them in his Confii- 
late. The lame ** Cajfiodorus defcribing 
Ihcm, ules this Expreflion, That People 
^»mt with Tleafiire to fee wh^t Human 

F 3 Na- 
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Nature ought to have looked upon with 
Horror. 

We muft not pals over in filence that o- 
ther ufe made of the Amphitheatre j name- 
ly, for puniftiing Criminals : of this we have 
manyTeftimonies in Writers, and that both the 
Theatre and Circus vi etc alfo ufed for the 
fame Parpole. ** Suetonius fpeaks of a 
certain Criminal, who was whipp'd in all 
the Theatres ; and ^hilo mentions, that ano- 
ther was burn'd alive in the Hippodromus. 
Suidas ipeaks of a third, who underwent 
the fame Punilhment. Nay, LaBantius ex- 
claims bitterly againft the People's taking 
pleafure in fuch kind of Executions; a 
Cuftom which very often made the Am- 
phitheatres confecrated with the Blood of 
Martyrs, who were reckoned Malefadors 
by the Pagans ; for at the Time of any 
general Calamity,' the People ufed to cry 
out, ^^ Let the Chriftians. be thrown to the 
Lions ; as if from that Se£k all their Evils 
proceeded. Thole who were expoled, they 
Ibmetimes tied fall, in order to be devoured 
all at once : at others, allowed em to ftruggle 
and fight with them, in order to prolong 
the horrid Entertainment* The Cuftom al- 
io of making Prilbner^ of War fight one 
with another like Gladiators [of which Han" 
nibal Ihew'd an ^ Example in the Romofi 
jRrilbners} lafted at leaft to the End of the 

fourth 
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fourth Age. SymmachuSj Ipeafcing of the 
Saxons and Sarmata^ fays, they prefented 
themlelves like Gladiatorsi^ However, in 
the fixth Century the ArDphitheatrical Gam^ 
were quite left off Juftiniany .as we leim 
from ^rocopius^ banifhed them all out of 
. Cmftantinople^ and the 6ther Cities of. the 
Ealt. Nor indeed after- that Century, do 
we find any more mention made of them 
€^en in Italy i at which Time the great 
Amphitheatre pf Titus was rendered ufe; 
lelsj quite abandoned, and liable to the 
Injuries of Men and Weathtr. It was in- 
deed unlucky for tiiat Fabrick, that i)y 
ilie Decreafe of the InJSiabitants, tlje Part 
of the City contiguous to it, became deib- 
late and unihhabited, and for many Ages 
reckoned like the Country. But this much 
IS fufficient with regard to the Amphitheatre 
isi Rome\ we fhall now proceed to the 
others out of that City. 
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C H A P. VIL 

^(ft it was wrong to ' think Amphi-- 
theatres nf^re kuilp in every City of 
the Roman Empire*^ thefirfl Rs- 
mar^ that is made herey is to conjl- 
der bpw if "^^s iri Greece. 

TJIE Maarfw of the j?i^«?^^x being tp 
pepple jtlie .World wit|i Gpionies pf 
thpir p)vn pkizpR^, . thf Pf ivUpge of bjeing 
^ Rom(0 Citizco prodjijujcd, thfs Efffd oq 
dje ote ' People \ nwnejyj Tp tran§fpijn 
0>p|p whp ^enjoye^'it li^ewiCe into Jlpjn/im 
^Ifo, wher^^bv the Diycrfipqs of that N^r 
tipn bcjcamje lijkewil^ UpivefigL 

In one oi AJimus^olltQ^ Epittles,)vp lear^) 
that even in ' Tully'^ time jGlavdigtprjS aa4 
Wild Beafts were in ule in Spain. In the 
Reign of Nero^ liich Shews were given by 
the Trafides^ or Governors of Provinces j 
* Tacitus tells us^ l^at h$ prohibited that 
Cuftom. Other Cities and ?ieQj)le were like- 
wile exceedingly anxious to have Edifices 
among them, wherein their famous Games 
might be feen with advantage : And in- 
deed in Icveral places there was an Emula- 
tion for having an Amphitheatres nay, if 

} fani. L lo. * Ann. t,i^, 
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we were to relate the VuIgarOpinion, and wh^t 
we find wiitten in perhaps a thoulanc} Book^* 
that Fabrick was the moft frequented of any 
in all the Parts of the Roman Empire ; inv. 
fomuch that every City had one to adorn it. 
Nay, it has been reckoned a piece of Un«- 
kmdnels in the Writers of particular Hifiories> 
if they have not made a Prefent of an Am- 
phitheatre to their native Country, eipecially 
fince they could give it with lb finall an 
Expence. And this the rather, fince all thole 
learned Men have ^ Lipfius for their Leader, 
who affirms, that they were commonl} to be 
fim in all the Trovinces^ where likewile 
were feveral Theatres, Stadia^ and Circus* i^ 
2xA that k was a fare thjng, if in any Ca^ 
Imy Of Municipium fuch Fabricks wera 
not to be hnn^. This Chimasra in our tima 
has daily gained ground, inlbmuch, that 
we read in the late Colledion of <i Antiqui^^ 
ties deiin(?ated^ that not only every City had 
its Amphitkedtre^ but that whereas ^ Rome, 
the Metropolis of the World, and the na? 
tive Country of foch Wonders, bad proper-? 
ly fpeaking, but one Amphitheatre ^ yet in 
the Neighbourhood of the City of Aiftun in 
Burgundy^ like Plants whidi bud forth^ 
there might have been many^ 
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^But as I am my ielf of a quite contrary- 
Opinion, I do poiitively aflert, that no Edi- 
fice whatlbever, was ib uncommon and rare 
as thisi nay, that very few Cities had a 
fixed Amphitheatre in them, the Truth of 
which I ihall be at no finall pains to evince ; 
Firft, As being very neceflkry in treating on 
the Subjeft of Amphitheatres in general i 
and next. That I may be able thereby to 
clear up the many Miftakes of thole, 
who in treating on other Things, are mifled 
by this common and falfe Suppofition. 

* The firft Proof for the Truth of my Af- 
fcrtion, may appear' plain to the Eyes of aH 
thofe who have rightly confidered the Rey 
mains of the Amphitheatres of Rome and 
Veranaj and where 'tis ealy to be proved, 
diat the one was the tnoft fuperb Strudure 
of any of which the Romans could have 
an Idea, and of fuch Architedure and B^iljc, 
that many Cities could not poffibly be furr 
nilhed with the Materials, neceflkry for its E-. 
reftion i the whole Roman Power having 
never brought it to its Perfe£lion, even in 
the Time, of Vejpajtan: and notwithftanding 
i2^;we^, that little World, had, ^Fitruvius 
tells us> feven Cira, befides the Circnf ' 
Maximusy yet, as we have already fliewn, 
one only Amphitheatre there, was fit for 
publicfc Games. Another Proof we have 
for the Truth of this Aflertion, is by ob-f 
Icrving in how very few Places there arc 
Remains of Amphitheatres to be leen at 

pre- 
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prefent. Since 'tis certain, that where a Fa- 
bricfc had been of the fame Extent and Di- 
menfion with that of Verona^ 'tis hard to 
imagine it lb intirely ruin'd, as that not ^o 
much as the leaft Remains ftiould now be 
found thereof; for the interior Parts and 
Foundation can Icarcely be imagined to have 
been deftroyed without Hands, and if dc- 
molifhed by Hands, it could not be done, I 
think, without the greateft Difficulty :.Now 
fince fuch an Annihilation has not happened 
at Verona^ which by realbn of its Situation 
was more than any other City expoled to 
fiequent Incurfions, to War, to Changes and 
DeftruSion, much lefs then could the like 
Ruin happen in the other City, which had 
not thofe Calamities. To this I add, that 
'tis beyond my Comprehenfion, how luch an 
immenle Quantity of vaft iblid iquare 
Stones, as that of an Amphitheatre, could fb 
effeftually vanifti, or why in the other Build- 
ings of fuch ancient Cities, the Stones are 
not to be feen in plenty, fince no body has 
fureiy taken the Pains to grind them to 
Powder, and that they did not take them 
out of the old Buildings, and make uie of 
them in the new 5 for in Ferona we have 
certain Evidences, that the Stones of the 
ruin'd Part of the Amphitheatre, are ftill 
in the Walls of the old Caftle, in the Bafement 
of the Wall which iurrounds the Palace of the 
ScaligsrSj in the Bridges, and dilperfcd here 
IfiSd there in other Places* 
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other mention made ofAmphitheatricalGamcai^ 
than thofe we know already. 

There was therefore no Motive for build- 
ing Amphitheatres in Greece^ fince the Peo- 
ple there were Strangers to them, nor indeed 
were liich kinds of Shews much efteemed 
in that Country. 

In two Cities only, and on a certain Oc- 
cafion, they were admitted, as we have al- 
ready hinted, namely, at Athens and C^- 
rinth. And as to their having been a Marble 
Amphitheatre at Athens., as is mentioned 
both by * "philander on WitruviuSy and 
Jiiipfius too; this perhaps they give us with- 
out any Authority. Herodes the Attk^ 
'tis true, in his Attempts for Magnificence^ 
built the Athenians two fuch ftately Struc- 
tures, as had not then their Equal in all the 
Roman Empire, as » Thiloftratus affcrts; 
and that which he did ereft of Marble, was 
only a Stadium for the Games of the Ath-^ 
let£y and one Theatre : And indeed thofe 
who have fearched diligently among the 
Rjuins of that Qty, have found no Veftige 
of an Amphitheatre there 5 nay, how very 
falfe the Opinion is, that they had fuch 
Struftures, may be gathered from '° Sp(if* 
tianusy who fays, that when Hadrian was 
at At hens y and being defirous to celebrate 
a Combat of wild Beafts, he gave the 

» pm. iU I. f. c. f. 9 In Vtt. Her. *• JUbtm mill^ 
tirrarnm vensthmm in Stadio exhihit, 

fame 



ifelther the Gladiators, tior the vrild Beafts hiad 
any part therein, the which may be leen id 
t6e Anthohgiity and itt many other Bdoks 
i^ere mehtion is made of thofe Games. 

I had the Curidfity to look into a Manu«» 
fcript of this Anthoii)gtay wherein I hoped 
to find more than what we commonly haVe 
ill Priftt : th6 whole is wrote by Maximus 
J^lmu€les, the kft Pcrfon who coUcfted 
dreek Epiglrims ; the Code it lelf is pre- 
fenred in the publick Library of ^ St. Murky 
tad towards the End, contains that Verfioti 
Of St. John*s(hfpA, in Heroic Verfe, which 
bcjgins ^^oyi^ h ditiTciit^y &c. It was 
firftjmbliffied by Aldus, and effeem'd com- 
^nly to be the Work of NonnuSy Authot 
of the ^itmijtacs ; but the Manufcript it ielf 
aferted it to be of AmmoniUSy the Philolb- 
fMt and Rhetorician, A^/jL/jLopitt (piXoo-otp^i )^ 
fiht/>@u fjL^TobfioXiiy &c. At the Bottom thetc- 
of we learn, thit it was wrote by MaxiMUi 
^iMtndeSy at Ctmftantinople^ in the Mo- 
itoftery of olir Saviour, whom they iiit- 
ilMnc the Irtcomprehenfiblc, j^^pl Uot^ifi^ 

A'>taTaX77V7» eitopopi^^ofA^htip : Befol^ it, is 
the Anth&lt^itt wtote by die Ikine Hand ; 
and yet we have found no o^ef Epigrams 
but thtift that are printed, tior hid thit e beet) 
any, I am certain we fhould haye found 
:? m. /. 8. 
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Ifefe addiAed to thofe Games, welt ftf frtntf 
having thetiii But this,fbme miy objeft a- 
galnft, bedatife of the Remains of two Am- 
phitheatres faid to be in Sicify, ortc at Ca^ 
tanea, the othet 2xSyfacufe\ allowitig this, 
it is ho\Vev6f certain, that Sicily y aftet thtf 
Time of the Roman Republicfc, I mesW 
while the Greek Emperors Were in being, 
became like Italy y both with regard to tA 
Language ahd Cuftoms. For my part, I ftiaH 
be i!o fair as not to cottCeal dne Realbn whidt 
Jflclitlfes me to believt, that there Were Am^ 
phitheatres in the Iflatid of Candia ; and 
this 1 have from a moft raluable Manufcrip^ 
Ihewd me by !P. CatU Lodoli, a minor 
Friar, who, for the better fucceeding in the 
import aiit Undertaking he has in hand, is 
no leis fuftiifhed with proper Talents, than 
tare and leattied Materials. In this Manu- 
fcript, is an Account of a large Theatre irt 
Candiay delineated by Onorio Belli 6f Vi- 
tentiay who Went thither in the Year i5«|, 
^hyfician to the ProVedltor-General, and it- 
main'd there ih that Charafter with great Cre- 
dit. This Work is wrote with Eruditioil 
and Judgment: nor have we any thing iii 
Pf lilt at all to be compared with it in value. 
In the firft Book, where he treats about An- 
tiquities, he refers to InfcriptioUs, difbover- 
iftg at the fame Time an admirable 5klB 
itt Architefture, and in giving Plans 6f aSi 
iuch ancient Edifices ^ afe not known to 

thie 
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fte Publicfc ; ibme of iVhich Wei'e upon a 
certain Occafion, whicli then interven'd, de- 
ftroydd. Of thefe are feven Theatres, ot 
which he found gteat Remains among the 
Ruins of* feVeral Cities; he lifcewife men*- 
tions leven Amphitheatres, of whichheftem'd 
to findVefliges alio, eipedaDy two, one at 
Gortinay the other at Getapitnd. He gives 
the Fonnj afid repfelehts the Drawing of 
them, ill a way commonly pradifed ; name- 
ly, as if he had found tnem entire and per- 
ied. As to this I fliall fay nothing, only 
that in a little time we*fliall (hew how very 
ealy it is in delcribing the Remains of anti- 
ent Edifices, to make ufe of one Word for 
inoflier ; mor^ elpecially fince Theatres, Am- 
I^iithcatreis, Circus's^ and other publicfc en- 
clofed Places, are fdr the moft part uniform 
and lifce 6i)e another: and the father, fince 
Theatres were made with one entire Circumfe- 
itnce, which we fliall mention when we 
come to treat aboiit that of Tola. The Am- 
phitheatre of Gortina he reprelents, as is 
ufual, by a Plan entirely like that of the Co- 
tojfeum of Rome J and by a double Portico, 
ami in the four Diametrical Ways, tho* all 
the Arches were, as he lays, but Fifty Six. 
He adds, that the Fabricfc was of JBricfc, 
without any Ornament of Archite^ure; which 
Particular can fcarcely be believed of an Amn 
phitheatrc, elpecially in a Country where 
the pablidk Edifices were of Stone, and or- 

G namcuted 
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namented Coo. He adds, that this StruAure 
was join'd to the Forujn of the CSty, where- 
as the Amphitheatres were always without 
the Walls. The other, .he fays,, vfas at Ge^ 
Tapetrdy called at firft Gerapitna^ as he learned 
from the Stones with Infcriptions found there, 
and which confirms the Opinion of thole . 
who have believed that Ttolem/s Gerapetra^ 
was the lame with the Gerapitna of otraio 
and 7 liny. Our Author aflSirms, that the 
Amphitheatre was dug between two little 
Hills or Rocks; and in order to compleat 
the Oval, on the Points they had made fix 
Buttrefles of Iblid Malbnry, without Orna- 
ment, between which were the Stairs. What 
may be believed from all this, I know not, 
nor for what Purpofe liich a Building was* 
defigned; and yet lb great a Deference I • 
fliall . pay to the Judgment of this learned 
Man, as to grant, that it might not be im- 
poffible, but a kind of Amphitheatre might 
have been erected even in a Greek City, in 
order to gratify fome Roman Governour or 
another, tho' I own it was contrary to the 
Grecian Ulage. Nor indeed does it make 
againft my general Affertion, nor the proper 
and common Cuftom of the Grecians. But 
Belli found greater Remains of magnificent 
Buildings among the Ruins of this City^ - 
than in any other Place j and refers to an 
antient League or Concraft of Amity or Friend- 
Ihip, between this and another City now un- 
known. 
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known, and wjiich was found on a Stone ; 
but here is not the Place to mention any 
thing more concerning this Particular. 

I remember alio another Inicription, to 
which the celebrated Father ^^ Montfaucon 
refers in the T>iarium Italicumy and which 
he law at Venice y where is read ENIEPA- 
nrrNH j he tranflates it in Sacra Tugnay 
for which, he efteems that the faid Monument 
contains in it Ibmething very curious, and, by 
laying a ftrels upon fiich an Interpretation 
for a Truth, he explains the whole falfely : 
It being evident, that in it there is not any 
mention made of a 7ugna^ either lacred or 
profane. The Wordisrcad ENIEPAnrTNH, 
by which is underftood, that in the City of 
Qerapitnaj and by the Senate there, liich a 
Decree was made. 

A much greater Number than could be 
well imagined, of liich Remarks, are to .be 
fecn in my Arte Critica Lafidarta\ which 
I fcarcely remember at prefent, nor do I 
know what will be its Fortune. 

»5 Pil^. 74. 
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CHAP. VIII^ 

Search is made in the other Eafiern 

Parts. 

SINCE, generaDy fpeaking, Greece hi 
no Amphitheatre^ no more had A^i 
As for Aqueduds, Temples, Theatres, and 
other antique Buildings, leveral Vefiiges ani 
Ruins are to be feen in thole Gounfxies, but 
none of Amphitheatres^. The Tempfe of 
Ephejus and many other Buildings, are often 
mentioned by Writers ; and AriftideSy in die 
» Oration directed to the People there, mafca 
mention of the Walls, the Theatre, and tfic 
Porticoes of that City, as things which they 
greatly valued. With regard to the StaJk 
and Cini in thofe Parts, an Account is given 
df them in a great number of Places, ind 
no where of Amphitheatres. 

Any City of Afia^ which might ever hare 
had fuch Buildings, would not have liegleded 
to advance it as an Argument of Preference 
efpecially at the Time they were letdif 
forth the Nature of their refpeftive Prero- 
gatives, in the Conteft they had one with 
another for erefting the * Temple to Tibems\ 
and the rather, fince an Amj^theatre wouU 
have drawn together a Concourie of Pcqpk 

» Or At. 31. • Tac. Anml lib./^. 

I fron 
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from other Cities, and there, would have been 
the Place of exhibiting their moft fumptuou^ 
public Shews, which they often performed in 
cpmmon, and about which they had frequent 
Dilputes, At this, AriJiideSy in the lame 
Oration, hints 5 and the Author who « lately 
iinrote on this Subjed, has not taken notice 
of this Particular : who fays, that the Title 
of Neocpre indicates, that that City had Am- 
jAitheatres, wherein Games were exhibited 
in the name of the whole Province i and 
lb we argue of the Cities which afpired to 
the Power of governing the others.- Among 
the Buildings ruin'd by the Earthquake iij 
Nicomediay ^ Libanius mentions the (lately 
Tliratrc and Circus, which, he laid, were 
more fblid than the Walls of Babylon. 
' Tliny the Younger, Ipcaks of its Aquedu^^ 
and likewilc of the Theatre of Niceai but 
none of them mention any thing about an 
Amphitheatre : but as to what the Author lays 
about one at Carthage, or in Alexandria, in 
Antipch or Conftantinopk^ I am inclined tOi 
believe, that there was no fixed Amphi- 
theatre at neither of thole Places. * Aliftus^ 
St. Auguftine's Friend [while he remained at 
Carthage, where cruel Diverfions were not 
ufedy but thole which were vain and entire- 
ly ftiited to Pleafurel was debauch'd with 

» Sciii$.des Uid,c. f. l» OrMt, 6, f US, to, « Atif. 
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the Delight he had in the Circenjian Games, 
and at Rome alone ravilbed with theGIadi- 
atory Ck)mbats. 

* Salvianus does not reprove the Cartba- 
ginian Ghriftians for ufing any other Kinds 
of publick Shews, but only for their flocks 
ing to the Circus's, and being luxurioujfy 
fond of the Theatres i yet in the Ads of 
St. Terpetua^ and her Companions, who 
were expofed to the wild Beafts, Ibme be- 
lieve at Tuburbium^ others in Carthage^ the 
Name of Amphitheatre was given to the 
Circus. .Towards the End of thofe Ads we 
find, that the Martyrs were given up a 
Prey to the Beafts upon a Stage, a thing 
not ufual in Amphitheatres, but in other cn- 
clofed Places, fince the Piazzas were not io 
conveniently expofed to the entire View of 
all the Speftators. St. Ignatius was fen- 
tenced by Trajan to be devoured by Beafts 
in Antioch : But at the fame time we find 
in thefe Ads, that he was commanded to be 
caiTied to Rome. In thole Places they fbme- 
times were pleafed with Gladiator y Sports, 
for which realbn, Conjiantine proclaimed a 
Law in Berytusy aboliftiing that Cuftoraj 
and Libanius fpeaks of fuch Games in An- 
tioch : yet becaufe of this we muft not in- 
fer that there were Amphitheatres there, 
efpecially fince they likewile celebrated thofe 
^ews in the Stadia,\ and within the Pali- 
fado's. Tis known what a great City Thef 

♦ ub, 6. falonica 
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fdonica was, and in the Ads of St. ^eme- 
triusy wrote by Anaftafius the Bibliothe^ 
cariany and regiftrated by "^ Mabillony in 
his Analeds 5 we learn, that there the Em- 
peror Maximilian delighted in Gladiatory 
Combats, but that they were ftiewn in the 
Stadium of that City. 

Nay, we read in the iame Afts, how 
fuch G^mes were performed within a kind 
of Circle, namely, an Encloliire of Boards. 
This is fufficient to make us underftand how 
the Want of an Amphitheatre was fupply'd 
in the Eaji. Yet that there was no fuch 
Stmfture at Antiochy is clear from Liba- 
%m % who, in relating the remarkable things 
of his own Country, in feveral Orations, he 
names the Theatre and Circus, but never an 
Aniiphitheatre ; and in his Panegyrick, lays, 
that befides the Great Theatre, there were 
ii the Middle of the City, Theatres of ano- 
ther Form, ibme for the Athlet£y others 
for the Wild-Beafts: Where he confirms, 
that they exhibited the Games of the Beafts 
out of the Theatres, and in different and 
Icffer kinds of Buildings. The Truth of this 
appears the more evident, where St. John 
• Chryfojiomus fays, that the Antiochians 
had left off all kinds of Shews, wherein o- 

• 

' lUic itenim farabatur fer qua/dam TabuUs cir cuius ctt' 
^ Horn, I J. T»F IfyyiTfdLV i0pet^ay ^ tTWtf'poiJiQ- afictT^f 
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therwife they had loft thcmfclves, Jic cxprefl&s 
it thusj The Circus is dbandomd^ and the 
Orcheftre fhut up. So » AmmimUs j^arcel^ 
linus ikysy that Conjiantius Gallus living 
in that City, and delighting in bloody G^coes, 
notwithftanding they had been often forbid, 
exhibited however fix or feven of Inch Shews, 
and thofc either of Gladiators or Boxers, armM 
nyith a Ceftus, and always in the Qrcus* At 
Conftantinople^ a City which became a fe- 
pycARome^ 'tis highly probable that the Ulc of 
the Amphitheatre would never have been lefb 
off, had they ever had any. The Fottfid^C" 
of this laft mentioned Qty, 'tis true, built ai 
famous Hippodromus pr Circus \ this Eufe 
biuSj Sozomeity Z^omraSy and many othei 
mention : Nor would they have been filen__ 
about the Amphitheatre, if in like mann? 
fuch a Building had been ereded by hin= 
In a Law of the Theodqfian Cod^^ ^nd in tb?^ 
Jittk 5Qok of the Divifions or Diitrids 
Conjiantimple^ publilh'd hyTanciroUus^ 
tion. is made of an Amphitheatre, fituated n 
very far from the ^ ° Tprtus JuUanus : B 
'tis certain, by that we muft underftand Ibi 
Circuit or enclofed Place, called lb by t 
Latins y becaufe of thp Likenefs it had 
an Amphitheatre, apd which {hey made u 
of for file wing theBeafts j fince a grea;t pa:^^ 

T ■ 

9 L. 14. c. 7. LuJicus cruentus in Circofex vel foftfm 
q^ofies vetifU artammibuSi ^c, » < • 

^^ C. Th. L vet, de calc. cofti 
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rf the Circus was preferv'd, even to the laft 
Times of the Grecian Empire, tho' no Re- 
mains whatfbever of an Amphitheatre haye 
ever been found there; nor is there any, 
Grecian Monument that mentions it, nor one 
Word about it in all the Byzantine Hiftorians, 
nor in the anonymous Writer who flourifh'd in 
the Time of Conjiantinus ©«Ar, as may be 
feen in the Treatife of the oriental Empire of 
fP. Banduriy who has wrote feveral Books 
on the Antiquities oWonJiantinople^ and given 
us a minute Account of the Buildings there. 
Yet we muft not forget, that in the Chronica 
tH Marcellmus mention is made, that in the 
firft Confulate of Juftinian^ there was a fa- 
mous Shew exhibited of Wild-Beafts in the 
Amphitheatre j but he made uie of that Word 
in the fame manner as the others had done^ 
nor do I know what credit ought to be given 
to the Faft itlelf^ becaufe Trocopius, in his 
Secret Hiftory^ fpeaks of the Prohibition of 
the ancient publick Games made by JmJH' 
many and regrets, that » ' the Theatres^ the 
Circi and the Hunting-^ laces lay for a long 
time wafte and difufed ^ and fuppofcs the 
forelaid Prohibition to be the Effedk of that 
Emperor-s Avarice. 

What we are now come to, is to make a 
particular Enquiry into this Afiair at Alex^ 
andria^ as having been above all other Cities 
file mofl: addided to fuch kinds of ])iverfions 

[^ Cat, 16, Kvvnywit^* 
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and Shews ; in this we fhall examine what the 
moft fambusi Writers have mentioQed on that 
head. In the printed Books of Pi^»y, where 
he treats about the Egyptian TapyruSy made 
ufe of for writing, we read, tteit one kind 
of it was called Amphitheatrical,' from the 
Place where it ' * was made. 

GuilandinuSy who wrote a Treatife about 
Paper, finding in the Gcmtext, that the Am- 
phitheatre could not ftand well there, was 
of Opinion, that inftead of Amphitheatrica 
it ought to be read Atribitica^ from the chief 
Gty of a Province in Egypt. He fliews *Plsny^ 
for the fame reaibn» named two kinds of 
the Paper of that country, by the Word Sai- 
tica ; and according to another Amendment 
of the fame Guilandinus^ Tanitica^ and not 
Taniotica^ as it is printed. ' ^ Jqfeph Scaliger 
laugh'd at that fine Emendation, deriding 
Guilandinus^ becaufe he would not allow of 
an Amphitheatre to have been at Alexan- 
driUy a City, he laid, io full of Pleafures. 
^''^^ J followed iyr/i//^^r in this, and Harduin 
them both,, as I have already taken notice in 
my fccond Book of the Hiftoria ^iplomatica. 
But firft 'tis to be obierv'd, that Tliny makes 
no mention of Alexandria in that place, nor 
gives the leaft Hint about it, fo without any 
Reaibn it came into the mind of thofc worthy 

^* Lii, i^. cix, a eoi^eBurd loco. 

«3 /» Ofufc, vult AmjhitheatrHmnon fuijfi AlexandrU, (ji»c. 
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Men, That the Gty where the Paper wais 
made^ named Amphitheatrica^ was nothing 
but Alexandria^ and that Guilandinusy by 
his Emendation^ has done little lels than 
dcny'd that there were ever any Amphi- 
theatres in Alexandria^ which indeed he ne- 
ver thought of. But notwithftanding all this, 
the Reader may reft iatisfy'd, that what 
Guilandinus has faid is a Truth, and neither 
ridiculous nor extravagant^ as thoie Authors 
£by the common Prejudice they have that 
Amphitheatres were in every City] believ'd. 
Befides, when ^liny wrote, there were no 
Examples to be found of Struftures like that 
of 27^1^/. Nor is it therefore credible, that 
a durable Amphitheatre was fubfifting in any 
other Place. That none was anterior to it, 
appears from Thilo^ * where he lays, that the 
Praefe^t Flaccus cauled the Jews to be tor- 
mented in the Theatre, before the Muficfc 
and the Scenic Games began; which, had 
there been any, would more probably have 
been in the Amphitheatre, amidft the cruel 
Shews there. But that there were none at 
that time, nor afterwards, we are very cer-» 
tain, from what Ammianus Mdrcellinus re- 
lates, who, in his elaborate Encomium on 
that City, mentions the Tower and the Ram- 
part in the Sea, and the Temples there, a^ 
mong which was that of Serapis^ but no 
Amphitheatre. Nay, that there was no iuch 

* mi in FUcc. 
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Building in Alexandriay nor the Cufiom of 
fuch Shews for which Amphitheatres were 
intended, is undoubtedly made apparent by 
an Oration of '^ T^im Chryfoftomus^ by 
which he endeavoured to Senate the Akx- 
andrians from the exceffive Paffion they had 
for Shews. There he continually accufcs 
thpm for the vain Pleafure they took in 
Theatres, and in the Stadium ; and for their 
Delight in Horfes, Charioteers, Singers, Fifi- 
lers. Dancers and Wreftlers. But of Am- ' 
phitheatres, wild Beafts, and Gladiators, hp 
tnakes not'the leaft mention. 

i remember a Stone [referred . to by A/h- 
pian in his Colledions, and from him by 
Gruter *] which would incline one to think, 
that there was a School for Gladiators in 
Alexandria 5 the Infcription is this : ^ro- 
curator Ludi Familia Gladiatorum Cafaris 
Alexandria ad zyEgyptum. 

But with regard to Infcriptions, . I own, 
that tho' they are the moft precious and 
pure Fountain of any, when iafely made ule 
of; yet it muft be with great Caution, 
until a general Examination be eftabliftieci 
for diftinguilhing the falfe from the genuine. 
And indeed, fome time, or other, with Di- 
vine PermifEon, we intend to (hew evidently 
that the forefaid Stone is falle, either in the 
whole, or in that p^rt. Marc Anthony ^ %\s 
true, carried Gladiators into thole Countries 

'4 Orat. jx. ♦ 576. 3. 
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hy way of Soldiers 5 in like manner, Otho 
armed 2000 againft Fitellius : All which 
I ihall confirm, by fiibjoining here, that 
the fi)remention'd Orator, in order to con- 
ymctth^ Alexandrians y how ridiculous they 
made themielyes> and in what manner they 
were undone^ by runnkig after Shews, and 
the like ; recites 3 ^ Verles> made by I know 
not what Poet, in derifion of them. Which 
Poem is mofl: remarkable, as being a Piece 
of Grecian Satire, and among the Monu- 
ments of that Nation, (ingular in its kind : 
a Particular which never as yet has been 
adverted to. I fliall give the Tranilation 
as near to^ the Original as is poffible, having 
only mended it a little here and there, in 
order to cover Ibme imall Imperfeflions in 
the Original ; the Author of which has un« 
dertaken, for the moft part, to throw it 
into Verft, or to imitate the Homeric Strain. 
Id Englijb Prole it is to this Purpofe. 

The Charioteers fometimes bowed to the 
Ground J then ereHed themfelves on highi 
the Spectators flood not flilly but left their 
SeatSy and being yellow with Fear^ and 
anxious for the ^ aim of Victory ^ they en- 
couraged each other: Then lifting up their 
Hands to all the Gods y they pray edy making 
a Clamour like that of Rpoks and Cranes. 
But after they had drank powerful Wine 
and Beer ^ then few they clattering through 

the 
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the Circus, and like a Cloud of T^iffwsy or 
rather Starlings y chattering from high s fo 
they perceiving the Courfers coming upon 
them (which thing to Fools brings ^eatb) 
fell over one another , with a fbrieking 
Noife i but like as the Wind carries Chaff 
through the Airy and Fire roars through 
the deep Valley Sy fo they^ like Flames y grew 
furious. Then might you fay that the J!wf 
and Moon were in danger ^ for Men are like 
the Leaves of Treesy thofe nimble Men 
n^ho are eriamouredwith S&ngs and Chariots y 
the loud noife of both which reached up ii 
Heaven. One there wasy who feeing his 
Neighbour drunkyfaidyDo^sEyca andHihd'n 
Heart what do youfedr ? and why do yM 
look on the Field behind the Chariot ? 
Come roufe your felfy make one effort that 
we may fee you flung flat on the Ground. 
But thus did Hippocoontes reply ^ Friendy 
pray fit ft ill and be quiet y take my Adviciy 
fince you are a defencelefs Minifter^ and 
have lazy Horfes. In truthy fo Jhoke a 
white-footed Horfcy under the Tokcy and 
faidy aon'tyou fee that 1 am large arid fair y 
yet ^eath and powerful T)efl'my hang over 
me 7 I wifh the great Goddefs Juno food 
furnifhed every one of you here withHo$fSy 
fo that om fitting on One fide ^ the other en 
the other y might not prate any more. • Hhut 
did he fpeak^ but thofe of Jupiter, the Sen 
of Saturn, turn'd about and prayedy 8Cc. 



0/ Am?hithieatres. 95 

hem, faid, tho Lucilian Satire vrzs entirely 
Latiny and not made by z, Grecian 'j yet by 
kfe Vcrles it.leems, the Truth of that At- 
iertioa may be called in queftion, and the 
rather^ fince it appears not to have been an 
unufual Gompofition ; for being produced . 
by the Orator, he iays, * Thus has me of 
tbofi foul-mouth' d Toets wrote: which 
makes it evident, that fiich kind of Poetry 
was m uie ; and by calling them foul-mouth'd, 
denotes the Giarader of the Satirifh. W^ 
may add, that the Sylli of Timon^ as Ca^ 
fmon hdfi well reniarked, in his Treatile 
of Satiric Poetry, appears to have been no- 
thing elfe. This Knot may, I think, be 
Well loofed, by obiferving, that the aforefaid 
Veifes is a Qiain of Homeric Parody, and 
like thofe oiTimoTiy as Laerttus fully ftiews ; 
and which do evince, that he likewiie had 
the lame kind of Verlification, and that the 
CrtcianSy being for the moft part entirely 
wedded to the Homeric Style, where, in 
their Compofitions they affeded a kind of 
Medley or Cento, in that way have been 
therefore little regaidedi and indeed the 
truth is, they feem by no means equal to 
the Satires of the Latins. 

But to return to the Subjeft in hand : From 
this Satire likewiie appears, that the Games 
^t Alexandria confifted in Singing and Cha-* 
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riots, and not in Amphitheatrical EntertAin-^ 
ments. Thilo, who was an AUxandriarii 
relating, that in the Beginning of Caligula'B 
Reign, every City feafted, and were cm- 
ployed about Games, calls them Theatrical 
and Circenjiany but not AmphitheatricaL In 
- fine, all the PalTages we meet with in the 
Greek Fathers, where they reprove, tht 
Oriental People on account of their Shews, 
fpeak nothing but either of Theatre or Cir-^ 
cuSy or thole Buildings into which Beafts were 
Arought, which they called '* Hundffg- 
rlaces; but never mention Amphitheatres, 
as may be particularly remarked in many 
PalTages in Chryfojiomy and in the zjfbHo^ 
mily of Nazianzenus, and the firfl Catechiim 
of St Cyr/7 : likewife in the ' ^ Canons of 
the Synod called G^inifejius^ the Hunting- 
Shews were prohibited. Suidas^ about the 
word Amphitheatre, cites none but Agazias^ 
who mentions one in Italy. And in the 
Word Cynegium^ he fpoke of the Hunting- 
place at Confiantin0ple\ nor does he lb much 
as hint that it was an Amphitheatre. So 
alio in the Laws, they ufed to divide the 
Shews into Theatrical and Circenjtan i and 
when they happened to mention that of 
the wild Beafts, they did not term them Am- 
phitheatrical, but ^''Theatrical Games, and 
Circenjtan Conteftsy and Courjing of wild 
Beaftsy or wther the deplorable Shews of 

Jnfi. di leriifi lib. lo. . ^ - .- wild 
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tvild Beaftsy like what was mentioned in 
tiiat of Theoibfrns, direded to the Fnefea 
of the Tna^mm of the Eaft : And likewiie 
^K>jfe oiLeo^ by which all manner of Shews 
oa Sunday were prohibited. Eufebiusy who 
in his Ecctefiaftical Hiftory mentions lb 
i&any l^rtyidoms, particularly thole by the 
wfld Beafis, and by way of Shew, which 
happened in the many great Towns of the 
£^Aem Piovinces \ in the Gieek Original df 
that Aothor> we have no mention of any 
Am^utfaeatie, dio' he ipeaks of them twice, 
hk another Place, where be treats of the 
Martyrdom of* ^St^Tk^ims ztLyons. In like 
manner Jofephus ules the Word Amj^itheatre 
foar times \n Greeks ipeaking of thole of 
Wood crafted by Herod in Judea. 

CHAP. IX. 

VHiatfeiib Amphitheatres of Stone^ were 
either in theWeJi or in Italy itfelf. 

L£ T us now go to the Weft^ the Pro- 
. yinces of which were much more in- 
dinVi to that It4iUc kind of Shews^ than they 
for whole ale Amphitheatres were originally 
dcfign'd. Among the infimte number of 
Qtiesy there axe but few found which can 
make it appear on good Grounds^ that they 

^ . H bad 
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had Amphitheatres; and all thefe ate eithet 
in Gaul or Sfain. The Ads of St. Fr§a^ 
tuofo and his Companions, make particii^ 
lar mention of an Amphitheatre in Tarra^ 
gona. Some likewife imagine, that Re-. 
mains of fuch Structures have been fieaf 
Servillcy and that now others are to be ieen 
in Italicdy which I fhall not pretend to de- 
terniine. . We have already foiind by an 
Epiftle of TolUoy that there were Shew? of 
Gkdiators and Wild-Beafls in Seville i rbat 
the Age anterior to Cafa/^ AdminiftratioQ 
liiflSiciently evinces that they. did liot then 
make ufe of them in the Amphitheatres. 
That there are the Remains Of an Amphih 
theatre at Nimes in France^ has always bej^H 
believ'd ; nay, Lipfius and Bnllinger ifpe^ 
alio, tho' but ambiguoufly, of another at 
^oitou. But a more accurate Obiervation 
thereof is, I think, flill neceffary. 

There are others, dot a few, aflerted to 
be remaining elftwhere, and, this on account 
of the Ruins extant ; but with what Certainty^ 
I leave to thole who, with a skilful Eye, 
may have examined- them -upon the Ipot : 
fince People conclude that Amphitheatifis 
have been in leveral places, for no otheir 
realbn but the oVal Form, which they think 
they lee in their Rums. We have formerly 
hinted, that in the Epiftle- direfted to the 
Cities of Lyons and Vtenney^ztiA preferved 
by Eufehius in his Ecclefiaftical Hiftory^ 

mention 
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mention is made of an Amphitheatre at 
the firft of thefe Qties : Befides, the Writers 
and Monuments of latter times, I mean po* 
fterior to the year One thoulahd one hun- 
dred, cited by 2)« Cange in his Gloffary^ 
name the Areta in Marfeilles^ Baurges^ 
Terigordy in RheimSj and in ^aris : But 
in the latter Ages> tliey neither knew what 
an Amphitheatre was, nor did they ufe fiich 
names in their true and ancient Signification, 
in TrenjeSj a City made a Colony by Au-^ 
guftuSy and called by Tomponius MeUy the 
moft Opulent, where fcveral Emperors re* 
fided, we have a ftrong realbn to believe, 
that they had. an Amphitheatre there, fince 
Aimmius mentions the Arena at that place, 
' laying, that on certain Occafions they made 
a Defence, by placing a Garifon in the Arenas 
there. Neverthelels, I find in * Salvianus^ 
that thofe Pdople defired no other Games, 
but what were Theatrical and Circenfian : 
And I perceive ^ Eumenius celebrates the 
Circus of that City, which he calls a Rival 
to that of Rome ; as he does likewife the 
Bafilica & Forumy Strudures which were, 
lays he, reared up to the Stars j but in all 
this mentions not any thing about an Am« 
j^bitheatre. In like manner ConJtanSy while 
he wintered in ArleSy celebrated fumptuous 
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Shews there, but they were aD Theatrical 
and Circenfian, as ^ Ammianus Marcellmus 
plainly evinces. The Circenfian Games lailed 
even to the time of Jufiiniany as appears 
from * Trocopius. oidanius Apollinaris 
makes an Encomium on Narbonay and ex*- 
tols it greatly for its Edifices^ enumerating 
them one by one j. namely, the Theatre^ 
Forumy the GateSy Porticos, Capitols^ Mmty 
HoP-BathSjArcheSyGranaries miASkambtes. 
Can vve think then, that amidft ia many he 
fhould forget Amphitheatres? But let m 
proceed to Italy: The Amphitheatrqa of 
Stone were not ib many there as^is commbtdy 
believ'd. Vitruvius gives us to underftana, 
that the Temples of Her cutis in thole Citi^ 
which had neither Gyfrmafium nor Amphi- 
theatres, were buik near the Circus s ib that 
we find the Circi were every where, bitf 
no Amphitheatres, not lb much as of Wood^' 
made at that time : And if we look for an 
undeniable Proof of this from Ruins, I amroF 
Opinion, that we Ihall not probably find a 
certain Evidence of any fix'd Amphitheatre 
out of Verona^ except that of Capua^ * As 
to thofe of Sicily and Tola^ we fliall dfefer 
Ipeaking of them at prelent. The other 
Remains of Amphitheatres given out to be 
in Albano at the GarriglianOy ^ozzuofo^ 
Orticoliy SpeUoy and many other places, 
are, for the moft part, either Pieces of an- 

4 lu 14. c. f . * BAU Gab. /. }. c, 4 J. 

dent 



Q^AmPHITH£ATR£S. ioi 

cient Brick-Walls^ or the Remains of ibme 
encloled Places ^ whence 'tis vifionary or un« 
certain to aflert^ that fuch were the Ruins of 
Amphitheatres: and the rather, fince ibme 
of them are in the fide of fmall Rocks, which 
was an Artifice in making Theatres at a 
finaller Giarge, by working out the Audi- 
tcary in the Declivity, and placing the Scene 
in the Plain; not an Amphitheatre^ which 
required the Steps or Seats to be made ciN 
cularly all around it. The ancient Com- 
mentator of Juvenal^ fpeaking of the Arma 
Albana [in which that youn^ Man, the Con- - 
fuL's ^OD, ilain afterwards by Nero^ who 
}jktzBeJiiarius, bravely kill'd the African 
Wild-B^fts] lays, it was a ^ Luforium of the 
Emperor i namely, a private and peculiar 
Endoiure appropriated for the like Uies, as 
iball be Ihewn in its proper place. 

Ambri^gio Leone^ who wrote about, the 
beginning of the fixteenth Age, imagined he 
law the Remains of two Amphitheatres at 
Nola s which indeed would, if true, have ' 
bocQ no finall Wonder : but he addsy that 
within them they recited Fables. Nay, 
'' Julius Scalfger yfzs liberal enough to give 
no left than two Amphitheatres to Verona 
alio : But I Ihall not make &rther Enquiry 
about what is afierted in Italy^ that being 
too tedious a Task. However I muft lay, 

^ Ai Sat,j^. in lufmo Cdfdrht c^. ' 
*> Di Com. <5» ^r> cap. 1 7. 
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that if a narrow View be taken of our own 
Venice^ the Territory of which has at all 
times been not a little diftinguifii'd, rich, 
and well peopled j in the Extremity thereof 
was the great City of Aquileia^ and yet for 
all this, we do not find the leaft remem- 
brance of an Amphitheatre there; nor could 
1, by diligent fearch, difcoyer the leaft Ap- 
pearance of any. 

® Jornandes^ who flourifh-d about a hun- 
idred years after the Incurfion of Attila^ 
ajffirms, that fcarcely any Remains of Aqui^ 
leia were exifting in his time j but I am 
certain in this he exaggerated: but inch a 
Pile as our Arena could not be annihilated 
in ft) ftiort a time. One may reply to this, 
that the Grandeur of Aquileia was chiefly 
in the latter Ages, and yet liich -Edifices the 
Work of former Times. But what ftiall we 
lay to Tadua^ which flourilhed fb very much 
in the higher Ages, that few Cities could l)e 
compar'd to it for Grandeur^ as may be ga- 
thered from Strabo? And yet I greatly 
doiibt, if it had any fix'd Amphitheatre, 
lince no Remains of fuch a Building hive 
ever been difeovered there, and ScarJeo 
mentions not one word concerning it. 'Tis 
true, j?^/^^r/«j' has treated largely about an 
Amphitheatre at Tadua^ and given the Plan 
and four Draughts in Peripeftive thereof: 
But that which appeared to him to be an 

i AmphiT 
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Amphitheatre^ was only an oval Court, 
placed before a fine Palace^ near the Church 
of the Auguftine Fryars, with the Remains 
of a Wall round it; which, becaule of the 
great number of Gates, and its Figure, was 
called Arena : the Building appearing to have 
beea erefted only four or five Ages agOi 
nor had it ever any Portico joined to it, nor 
Stairs or Steps. We may oblerve in the A6b 
of the Saints Fermo and RufticOy publifli'd 
lately by me, by way of Appendix to my 
Hiftory of 1>iphma'sy that thofc two Chri- 
fHan Heroes were, by Maximine's Order, 
^ven up to AnolinuSy who, as he was in- 
veftcd with the Authority of fupreme Ma- 
gifhate, and at that time on his Departure 
fiom Milan^ to both the VeniceSy had ex- 
prels Injundions given him, that they ihould 
ekfaer renounce their Religion or lole their 
lives: Anolinus therefore, in order to ex- 
pole the Saints by way of publick Shew, 
and thereby to be more able to gratify the 
People, immediately commanded them to he 
icnt to VeronUy where, in the Amphitheatre 
they wbficutore to pieces. From this it plainly 
appears,^ tint no iuch Building was then at 
Bergamo or Brefciay through which Cities 
• the Saints were to pais ; nor indeed in Aqui^ 
kiUy one of the largeft and moft frequented 
Cities of any in that Province. For had Am- 
. {^theatres, I lay, been in any of thefe three 
Towns, Anolinus would furely have ordered 

H4 thele 
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thefe Saints to have been exectxted in die 
of than. 

But not to ipeak any more cf our Frof 
yince, I am of opinion^ that 'tis pretty dif.i> 
jicult to determine, if any Amphidie^re had 
been even at Mf/an, notwithftanding ftvisu 
a City very IQuflcious, both for its Bulk aod 
many high Titles. On 6ne hatxi, we find 
in the ancient Life of St. Ambrpfey an Aai- 
phitheatre mentioned to have been there^ 
but on the other, Aufonius does not fay any 
thing of it in his Elogium on that Ciif. 
And yet that Panegyric is diflinguiih'd froni 
any of the others, becauie ofithe pardculair 
mention it makes of the Buildings there^ 
ftiling Milan the Rival of Rome ^ where iti^ 
Circus and Theatre are Ipofce pf before any 
other thing: there he names thr Templog, 
Mint, Palaces, Tribune or V anthems adom'4 
with Statues, and the firong Walls of ^thot 
City. Can apy one then imagjlne, that if 
fuch a Building as an Amphitheatre ha4 
ever been there, he would have forgot it? 
Tho' 'tis not unreafbnable to iufpea, tfiat 
the Name Amphitheatre^ mentioHfd in tfa^ 
feme Life, >vas given to the Cireuixl^xe aifb j 
and this Socrates^ rSozomen andothers ipeak 
of; juft as ^^ CaJ^odorus docs of the Gha>- 
rioteers of ilf/7^», Mqreovcr in the afbre^ 
mentioned Afts we find, that while Maxp- 
mine flood in the Suggeftum^ he caufcd the 
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fbreifid Martyrs to be tonpented in that 
City. Such FuniihmcQts were commonly 
infliAed on Criminals within the Amj^i- 
theatre, tho' in thole Ads it is expreis'd> 
diat they were martyred in the Circus. There 
are two Copies of Veries [exadly like one 
another, composM in the time of ^epmy and 
probably by the fame Author] now publilh'd 
in the Treatife relating to the Italian Af- 
fairs 5 in one, the City oli Verona is defcrib'd^ 
and not a little extoll'd \ in the other^ Mihn. 
As to |he firft of thele^ mention is made iq 
a particfdar and diftind manner of its Am^ 
plutheatre; but why nothing about that of 
Milm? Tietro Lafena^ in his Learned 
Tieatife upon the Neapolitan Gymnajium^ 
re{»x)aches,ibme people for their Ignorance in 
believing that an Amphitheatre had been at 
Naples:^ notwithftanding that City^ in an* 
cient. times^ was alio very famous. 

I have fiill one Remark to make on this 
heady and it is this> that the very Stones 
wfth InlcripticHis have fufiered even in an- 
cient times, for the reaibns already given. 
Among the few that have elcap'd that Ruin, 
there are four remaining which refer to the 
Amphitheatre; but this fhall be fhewn in its 
proper place. Capua has been no lefs unfor* 
tunate m preferving its Infcriptions ; for, as 
it appears by the Treatife lately publifh'd on 
the Antiquities of that Place, there are but 
^hree left which mention its Amphitheatre. 
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I would gladly know then, bow it happens^ 
that if fuch Strufturcs had been in every 
City, in the many Towns now fiihfifting 
there are fb few Stones with Infcriptions, that 
mention thofe- Buildings ? 'Tis true^ I h^vc 
obferv'd two printed Inlcriptions, which fpeak 
of an Amphitheatre, in Luco Feronia^ and in 
Velletri ; other two, hinted to haVe bfen in 
Trenefte and Aliffi. Among other .Writers 
Lampridius mentions one in Lanuvium ; 
Xiphlline alio gives a hint of one near Toz- 
zuolo : but whether thefe were ei:«;irely of 
Stone, or partly of Wood, we have no Au- 
thor pofitively determines, A fix'd Amplii- 
theatre is leen at Catanea in Sicily^ and we 
read in " Cafflodarus^ thajt the Citizens there 
did both ask and obtain Leave from Thech 
doricy to make uie of the Stones of its Ruins 
for repairing their Walls. '* y^^^wjr men- 
tions likewife one at ^arma^ which: was 
made ufe of by Butilinusy as a place of Ani- 
bufcade for his Soldiers. ' ^ ^rocopius ipeaks 
of another at Spoleto^ where a Captain of 5^. 
lifarius had placed a Garrifbn ; but whether 
all theie places had the Steps and the other 
Parts of Stone, there is none who can de- 
termine. But, in fine, be it as it willj with 
regard to this or that particular City, in that 
I fhall not be pofitive, nor raifc Difputes 
about it J tho* it is moft certain and lelf- 
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evident 



Cy Amphitheatres. 107 

evident from what is already laid, that in 
the TrovinceSy and in Italy itfelf, Amphi- 
theatres of Stone were neither in every City, 
nor in fo great number as is commonly be- 
lieved. 

CHAP. X. 

From whence the Error proceeded^ in 
believing that there were Amphi- 
theatres in every City. 

TH E Prejudice is lb common that Am- 
phitheatres were in every Qty of the 
Raman Empire, that » Velferus had no other 
ground for his Aflertion that one had been at 
Augsburgy nor Mabillon better * Authority 
that an Amphitheatre had been at Taris 
and Toloufe. But I believe it will hot be of 
finall Ufc to the Piiblicfc, if we trace this 
Error from its firft Source, and the Motives 
whidi had introduced that Opinion. 

We may in the firft place account for this 
by confidering, that People had never imar 
gin'd tiiat Amphitheatres were made of Wood 
as Well as Stone. 'Tis ulual with People, 
when they affert that fixed Arena had been 
in every City, to. c»ll to mind immediately 
the great number of them built by Herod 
in JudeHy Ipoke of by many, Authors. Jo^ 

I tUr. Aug, /.f.' * Rt.Di^om, /•4. ii. no. 14;. 
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fephus Ipeaks of two^ one at JerUfalemy the 
odier in Cefarea. But why don't they con- 
fider> that that King,, in order to flatter the 
Ramans t by introducing their Cufioms^ gave 
into this Singularity in the time of Augujius ? 
that is, long before there were any Examples 
of Amphitheatres made of Stone : I mean, 
before that of Titus had been feen ; which 
js fufficient to convince^ that without doubt 
Herod's Amphitheatres were of Wood, and 
therefore 'twas ealy for him to build two of 
that Material. But neither in Authors, nor 
in Monuments of Antiquity is any more men- 
tion made of them. We may lay the iame 
of that other, which Jofephus relates to 
have been built ztBerytuSj hjYijngAgrip' 
pay in the Reign of Claudius. But this 
Hiftorian does not afterwards io much as 
hint, that there were Amphitheatres either 
in Cefarea or Berytusy at the Time when 
Titus celebrated the Birth-days of his Father 
and Brother, wherein that Emperor exhi- 
bited leveral kinds of Shews; in one of 
which, between thole devoured by the Beafts, 
and others which periftied in the Flames, 
and by combating, there died, he feys^ 2 5 oo 
captive Jews. ' Nor does it fignify, that he 
ipeaks of thofe Edifices as great Works, 
fince even an Amphitheatre of Wood was 
no Imall Building. That one of Wood c- 
re^ed by NerOy is mentioned by Tacitus 
as a lumptuous Strudure i but the other at 
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Fidena^ of Wood aUb, was capable of con- 
gaming fifty Thoufand People. From the 
whole we may remark, that Jofephus had 
a violent Inclination to magnify the Things 
of his own Nation. It ieems. Example was 
one of the chief Reafbns why the foremen^ 
tioned King Agrippa had 700 Couple of 
MaIefa£bDrs ready for fighting. But as to 
the ftecjuent trie of Amphitheatres of Wood, 
'tis obforved in Tacitus^ that Cecinna and 
Valens^ being dcfir ous to exhibit Gladiatory 
Games in Cremtma and Bologna^ in order to 
gratify Ffteffius, ordered the Soldiers of 
the ij/^ Legion to build Amphitheatres 
there. But can we imagine Stttiftiires created 
in one fingle Sealbn of the Year, tould be 
of any other Materials but Wood, and exe- 
cuted by Military Hands? We learn firoiil 
X^hiliney that in Caracatta'n Exfpcditions 
he was defirous to have Amphitheatres and 
Ciir/'in all thole Places Where he wintered. 
How cair we then think that fuch occafional 
Works, built Ibmetimcs in one Place, ibme-. 
times in another, were of Stone ? The Le- 
gions had their peculiar Builders^ among them> 
as Inftriptions inform us, but fuch were for 
Wood Work: Smiths they had alio, but 
no Malbns 5 fince the Employment of the 
latter was of no ule in military Machinery. 
TTie Municipal ^rwif mentioned by Ju* 
vemU^ in which thofe People, who after- 
wards became wealthy, had wrou^t; thefe 

Strudurc?^ 
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Strudures, I fay, ought not to be underftood 
Theatres, as is falfly believed by Jfome mo- 
dern Commentators, and contrary to the cx- 
prefe Declaration of the ancient Scholiaft him- 
lelf, nor indeed ought it to be underflood 
of Amphitheatres of Marble. 

That Gladiatory Games ought not to be 
reckoned as proceeding from the ufe of any 
kind of Amphitheatres, we have already 
fliewn, tho* it might well have happened^ 
that fbme of the ordinary Cities, might on cer- 
tain Occafions have made ufe of them and> 
Huntings too : For thofe Shews were as • 
much praftifed in the Circi as in the Am- 
phitheatres. Nay, we find the Emperor. 
Trobus ordered the Hpnting which he gave 
to be ihewn in the Circus^ called by Vih- 
pi feus ^ a moft ample Building. They like- . 
wife exhibited them in the Stadium^ which 
place was allotted to the Athleta for Wrcft- 
ling and Boxing, being eafily prepared, and 
much ufed in the Eafl ; fo that every City 
of Note had its particular Stadium. They 
es^hibited them likewife within Palifadoes of 
Wood, of which Material the Steps were alio 
made, as we find mentioned in the Ads of 
St. Demetrius. Another Motive for indu- 
cing People to believe that, atleaft, in great 
Cities they had Amphitheatres, was from 
feeing the like kinds of Buildings in the 
leffer Towns. ^ Lipfius faid he knew for 

^ Amfhu. Ext. H. #. f. Scio nmyra muho, f^c. 

certain. 



0/ Amphitheatres- hi 

certain, that the moft noble Towns in Gaul 
had Amphitheatres ; and this, for no other 
reaibn^ but becaufe there was one at Nimes : 
Nay, he adds, that he Was perfiiaded other 
Cities had Amphitheatres ftill more magnifi- 
cent than the Town juft now mentioned, in 
proportion as they were larger than it. But 
in diis I think there are more than one Ab« 
furdity ; fince, in the firft place, the ered- 
ing a fixed Amphitheatre did not depend 
foldy on the Richnefi and Largenefs of a 
Gty, but on having Quarries of Marble and 
Stone of their own^ near at hands which, 
I think, contributed not a little to the ha- 
ving fuch Fabricks ereded ; as, no doubt, 
did like wile the exalted and noble Genius of 
the Inhabitants, where the Knowledge of 
Architedure, and a great Palfioq for Shews 
prevaikd. But in the Sequel, when we treat 
thereon, we ihall plainly Ibew what we un- 
dcrfiand by the greiater and lefler Gties $ 
fincewc.muft not have any regard to the 
prefent Times, or latter Centuries, but to the 
hij^er Ages of the Rowan Empire, for in 
them alone the ereding of Amphitheatres was 
undertaken. In more modern Hiftories it 
appears, that almofl: all the Cities which are 
now the greateft and moft famous j have been 
chiefly augmented iii the third Century 5 I 
mean, after the new Syftem of Religion was 
introduced in ConJlantine*s time: fo that 'tis 
no wonder if Amphitheatres then were not 
in ttfc. \Vhat 
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What ieems likewife to have occafioned 
the fbreiaid erroneous Belief, may be deckn 
ced fiorh the Ambiguity of the Names of 
thoie Strud:ares. Salmafius^ ^^h BalM^ 
SM and odiers have underffaxxi the' Word 
Lufirium to be the &ine with that of Am* 
j^itheata^e : Upfius took it Ibr Ludus^ ot t 
School for Gkdiators. But Lamfridiiis(yrbOj 
|f I miftake not^ was the firft that made vdh 
of that Wofd) fayS) that ^ Htli^abalm 
made a TtkUnimn or Dining-Room on ti^e 
Top of the Luformmy ^xkd that iviiile he 
dined he caufed the Hkiatiags of Wiki-Beahs 
and the tlombats of Criminals to be performed 
tfaore for his own Entertainment, All wfaich 
ihews, that the Building was rather a kind 
dfCcmrt^-Yaid, orindbled Place appropriated 
fbr the Games in the Palace. Nor da I thiiik 
* Lipfiuf^ Amendment right, when ui ex- 
plaining the word Ni^xioSy he maks ft Gla- 
^ator& And^ indeed, what I have ai&rted 
from the « Book of the T)eaths of theVerfa^ 
tutors^ is Gonfirittcd' tficreby ; where it is laid, 
that Maximilian had a Luforiumy zsad a 
great dumber of very fierce Beafls> which, 
when he had a mind, he cauled to be brought 
into it, and where he let them on to devour 
Peoples hiis Guftom having been> never to 
fup without Bloodflied. Sometimes alio tiie 

4 Strawtt fihi mclinium infummo Lufirh, (ji* dum framlent 
Noxios e^ Venathms fibi exhibuh, 
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vofAs Arena and Cave a have made People 
miS^iJ^^ becaufe they don't always allude to 
the AmjAitheatre J of old it was .caird 
Arena^ for having commonly Sand ftrew'd 
on the Ground within it, to hinder the Feet 
df the Combatants from flkiing, and likewife 
that their Blood might be thereby abfoibed. 
But 33 the like was done in the Circus^ the 
iaans Name w:^ given to it alio, and every 
tithex Flace appointed for publick Games. 
That the Forum was alfo covered with Sand, 
whenever the Gladiators were to fight, wc 
kam from a Verle of Tropertius. "^ Liffius 
deny'd that the Name Arena was ever given 
Itp di? Circus : But when Tliny fpoke of 
/^^ Arena ^Pompey the Great y he certainly 
djd not mean that of the Amphitheatrcffy 
which then were not in ufe. So that where ^ 
he (peaks of C^efafs having furrounded the 
Aicna with a Twitch, by the word Cavea 
the Theatre was alfo underftood, on account 
iof tbe fimijitude of the Auditorium^ like ^ 
CMfavity in all tliofe Edifices, ® Cicero 
howler fays, that in the Cavea^ both fing- 
\bbl and playinig on Inftruments were per- 
foHo'd^ the whole having echoed with the 
Applaufe of a T)rama made by Tacuvius. 
* TertuUiam ihews the double meaning ot 

« 

*» Jimfh, cMp.^. /. 8. c.ii. c^y. 

® De JJg. de Amic, 

f DeSfeil. caf.uh. Wraque Cavea non CauU, 
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the word Caveay exprefling it thus : That 
the Enjoyment of the Bleffed lEall be much . 
more agreeable than the Circus and Stadium^ 
and of both \\xtCaveas^ [as it ought toberead3 
namely, of the Theatre and Amphitheatre. 
' ° Symmachus mentions the Scenic Fleaiures 
of the Cavea Tompeiana. 

But above all, we ought to read the Works 
of modem Authors, and the Antiquities they 
give us, with great Caution ; becaufe, as to 
the Roman Buildings, in proportion as they . 
loft the ufe of them, ib have they confound^ 
ed their Names one with another ; infbmuch ; 
that the words Amphitheatre^ Theatre j Cir- i 
cusj Stadium and Arena^ are often ufed \ 
proihifcuoufly, and not a little abufed 5 con- \ 
fequently not to be underftood, according to x 
their proper and ancient Signification. The 
Mifcellan Hiftory calls that of Titus a j 
Theatre : Zonara and ManaJfCj in their \ 
poetical Veries, term the Circus a Theatre : !| 
" Caffioddrus confounds the vfoxdHiftriones \ 
or Stage-Players, with that of Auriga or )| 
Charioteers : The M. S. of the Ads quoted t 
by Arringht, ipeafcs of Ibme Martyrs Ibdt \ 
up in an Amphitheatre without the WaDs of ij 
a certain City ; but as there was no fuch \ 
Building on the outfide of RomCy 1h 'tis evi- % 
dent that, if he means it there, it muft be \ 

'« Lib, 10. c.xf, I 
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imderfiood the Circus ; fincc, as ' * Tanvi-- 
nius relates; there were not a few Circi near 
Rome. The word Arena was likewiic 
fometitnes given to every kind of Structure 
refembling an Amphitheatre, of which we 
have fhewn an Example, particularly of that 
in Tadua. Agnello fpeaks of an Amphi- 
theatre in Ravenna^ but both the time it 
was built^ and his relating that near it the 
Temple oiApolto fiood, makes it evident that 
it was only a Theatre. . Neverthelefi, there 
the Gladiators were lent to be train'd up and 
diiciplin'd % and, as ^Strabo avers, on account 
of Ac Wholefomenefi of the Air there, Gr- 
far had formerly thought to appropriate it 
to the foreiaid ule: which, indeed, was at 
a time when Amphitheatres were not in be- 
ing. Salvianus mentions the Theatre as the 
mofi; lingular Curiofity in Ravenna^ but 
ipeaks not one word about the Amphitheatre. 
The anonymous Velefianus informs us, that 
Theodork built an Amphitheatre in Vavia $ 
but who can believe they thought on liich a 
Stmdure in the fixth Age of Chriftianity,whcn 
die Gladiators and every kind of bloodyGames 
were aboliflied ? So that we muft conclude 
it to have been a Theatre or Circus^ fince 
'tis certain Horfc-Races were every where 
much Icxiger in ufe, as were the Circmfian 
Gamely celebrated even by ' ' Totila. I ob- 
fcrv'd, with much Pleafure, in that City a 

«» arc. c. %6. * li^' /. '* -^. ^/ 1* »^- *• «9- 
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moft curious and noted Infcription, rdatiog- 
to fuch a kind of Edifice, made by Theo^ 
i/aru'i tho* the Legend does not explain pre- 
cifely what the Building was. 

And indeed there are a great number of 
modern, and even famous Writers, who 
Ibmetimes confound the Words Amphitheatre 
and Theatre one with the other ; nor a few 
who fufTer themfelves to be deceiv'd by 
Monuments not genuine, and by laying too 
great a ftrefs on the modern Lives of Saints, 
and the Ipurious Deeds of Martyrs, wherein 
the word Amphitheatre is here and there 
often mentioned. But what ftiall we iay to 
the Latin Verfions of Authors, or the Greek 
Monuments, which place Amphitheatres 
where they never could have been? Fc* 
example, the Latin Afts of Saint Taracus 
and his Companions, names the Amphitheatre . 
three times i but in the Greek Original, we 
read that the Martyrdoms of thofe Saints 
enfued in the ' ^ Stadium. In the Tranfla- 
tion of the Fragment of the Book of Martyw 
in ^alefiine^ Amphitheatres are three times- 
named, tho' the Greek of Eufebius has no 
iuch thing ; for. there we read that the Shew 
was performed in the Stadium. In the Life 
of Hadrian the Sophift, vTote by ' ^ Thi^ 
lojiirdtus, the Latin changes the words " 
Amphitheatrical Shews thus, the Rounds 
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§f dances. On the other hand, Teaniusy 
in his Greek Verfion, renders it. The Qla- 
iiatory Theatre 5 wHeieas the Latin of Eu- 
tropius has it LuduSy namely, the School of 
Gladiators. In the Tranflation of * ^io 'tis 
laid, that the Image oiDrufilla was brought 
into the Theatre on a Chariot drawn by Elc- 
jtoits ; whereas the Greek has it Circus. 
la Xiphiline's Greek lifcewile, 'tis common 
to find tbe Theatte call'd Amphitheatre j and 
die word Hunting, as ^io ufes to term it, 
kft out of the Text. But Xiphiline ieems 
not to have liked the word Amphitheatre 
at all ; no more did the other Greeks : The 
lealbn of which can be nothing elle, I think, 
but that the forefaid word had its Origin in 
itafyy and out of Greece ; and this, if I 
miftafce not, is pretty well confirmed in the 
Remarks I made in my '^ Hiftory oiT^iplo-, 
ma's ; namely, that the word "Diploma itlelf, 
notwithftanding it was Gr^^ife, was however not 
ufcd by the Grecians^ ' ^ Plutarch excepted, 
and even by him with a kind of Modefty ; 
}sA for do other Reafon, but becaule it had 
5te Origin out of Greece^ and was uled at 

tme. 

. But to conclude this Head, 'tis certain that 
oil ^y ^*^^ ^^^^ miftaken in fuiTcying the 
Rcfiiains of ancient Buildings, by taking one 
iWpg for another. The fmall Teninfula of 
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Sarmio in our Lake, becaufe there axe Ihe 
Remains of fome Wafls, and a part of a 
Building there, has .6een judg'd to .be a 
Roman Work, and is called, the Houfe of 
Catullus i which Name feems not without 
Ibme realbn to have been given it, and ap- 
pears to have been handed down to our times. 
* ^arthenius the Commentator on that Poet, 
imagined this to be the Remains of a Theatre j 
which Opinion was approved of by Jefe 
ScaligeTy fo that ■\T)empJter very fantaftica ^ 
reckoned Sarmio among the twelve Cities a 
the Hetruriam on this fide oi the jij>penninii 
The truth is^ the ancient Palaces had fbose 
parts like the Auditory of the Theatres^ as 
I. have obicrved in ieveral ancient Remains. 
ValeJtuSy in his Account of Gaul^ obiervo^ 
and from him ^Mabilloriy that one of die 
Amphitheatres, about which Lifjms has^ 
treated, was no Amphitheatre at all, botj 
only the Ruins of a Palace of the Kiogs of ■ 
France : and indeed the Delcription Lip/iu 
gave of it, agrees neither with the Struouie 
of an Amphitheatre, nor a Palace; that 
Author having, I am afraid, not " employed 
his Judgement therein to much purpofe.. 
But the moft experienced Antiquaries ha?c 
Ibmetimes committed fuch Blunckrs ; as 
is plain by || Fabrettiy who imagined lie 
law the Remains of an Amphitheatre tf 
TreBula Mutuefca ; whereas himfclf fhff»h 

♦ Theatri Itutritii nlitmusy fji*c. f Het. RtfMl. 1 4* 
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ft had ceafed to be a Q'ty long before any. 
Idea of an Amphitheatre had been conceived. 

The Appearance of any round or oval 
Figure produces in Ibme Peoples Imagina- 
tion, the Fancy of an Amphitheatre. To 
this we may add, that where the Remains 
of a Circus or Theatre are to be feen, nay 
of many other kinds of ancient Buildings, 
they very much refemble the Figure of an 
Amphitheatre. Bat what fliafl we lay, when it 
happens in many places, that People on finding 
Ruins, immediately cry out, that they are the 
Remains of an Amphitheatre, or of Ibme Ro- 
man Temple or another ; and yet every Part 
of what they do fee, is modern, and not lb 
much as an antique Stone to be found, or the 
Icaft Refemblance of one appearing there ? 

Nay, what fliall we lay to the great num- 
ber of Prints, which in a bare-faced manner 
are made to impofe upon us, by having lofty 
Amphitheatres in Cities and Places engra- 
ven on them, when mif-fliapen Figures, of 
a roundiftx Form, are only to be found 
at thofe Places? In the Book intitled 
Antiquities explain' d^ a Drawing is given of 
an Amphitheatre of three Orders at Autun'j 
as if it ftill exifted there, with a Portico 
above the Steps, and Statues on the outlide ; 
but thofe who have been in the Q)untry 
affirm, that all this is merely the Work of 
the Pen, and Buildings upon Paper. Of this 
We are liire, by obferving the whole is only 

I 4 copied 
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copied from. a Drawing of LigoriQy who 
figured, out the Arena of Verona according 
to his own Caprice. For which reafon we- 
fliali give that Building a place- with our 
Haumachia^ as a thing thrufi into the poft-% 
humous Works of TunviniuSj on the Anti- 
quities of Verona. • In the fbrementioned 
CoUedion,. the intire Drawing and Profile of 
•the Steps of the Amphitheatre oi Italica in 
Spain J is alio fliewn; notwithftandir^ we 
read at the iame time, that the laid Amphi- 
theatre is ruin'd, even to its very Foundation. 
In ;he ample and* noble Colledion of Archi- 
tedonic Works, lately compiled by FifcherSy 
'tis affirm'd, that the Amphitheatre of TVr- 
ragona contained Eighty thoufand Men ^ and 
this Calculation they have been able to make 
from a Irnall Piece of an ancient Wall, and 
an Arcade, which they are informed is re- 
maining in thofe Parts* 

CHAR XL 

\at ^tis eajy to mijiake the Monur 
'fnents of Antiquity by the Draughts- 
"given of them^ and to believe Jf/^— 
^'phitheatres to be where they are noi^ 

* 

I'F People miftake in judging about ther 
;^ yery Kemains of ancieflt Buildings, whaC 
may they not in the Imagery of them, upom^ 

3 ^ worn— 
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worn-out Metal, or in half-confumed Bajfo- 
jRelievo's' 01 other 'kinds of ancient Monu- 
ments :which they fee ? . In the "Diitici de- 
lineated by Anaftufimy the eaftern Conliil 
J^tltemius iniagin'd he faw the Figure of 
an Amphitheatre, in which the Games of 
Wild-Bcafts and Men were performed j and 
tills was afterwards copied by ^agi. But i 
would gladly know what Appearance there 
IS of an Amphitheatre in a Semi-Circle, with- 
out Steps, and where the Speftators are rc- 
prdented on the outlide of it ? Nay, it is 
c^ti^mely well confirmed by the forelaid 
^itticii tbat in Conjiantinople they exhibited 
foch Shews in very dificrent kinds of Build- 
ings,f and not in an Amphitheatre, altho' by 
a like ul^ they may Ibmetimes have been 
called by that Name. In the fame manner 
a certain Edifice which appears on a Medal 
of Faujtina the Elder, pubiilh'd by Mezza^ 
barbdy is judg'd to be. an Amphitheatre, but 
not juftly : But at prefent I find it conve- 
nient to treat particularly on the Amphi- 
theatres believed by ibme to he on Trajan's 
PiDar. 

I know not what kind of round Building 
it is that is twice reprefented, obfcurely, on 
tk forelaid Pillar j the firft near a City be-p- 
fieg'd by the DacimSy the next, where the 
Eri)afladcHrs are lent ikom!T>ec€balus to Tra^ 
jan: It is not poffible, I fay, from the Ob- 
fcurity of the Stone to affert what they really 

are : 
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are: And indeed notwithftanding '• Ciacoh 
nius has iUuflrated that incompara'ble Mo- 
nument to very great Advantage, when he 
comes to thofe two places he prudently pailes 
by them> and fays nothing on that head. 
Bellori^ who afterwards miade frefli Annor 
tations thereon, imagined he could diftinguilh 
Steps, therefore , thinks they reprefented Am- 
phitheatres ; fpeakingofoneof them, he lays, 
'' Among the Buildings of tfut City^ or 
Cajlle^ there was a Caftrenfian Amphitheatre 
of Wood. '•'' Fabretti laugh'd at their be- 
lieving it Caftrenfian^ or of Wood; and in 
foppofing it fix'd, he thought it indicated that 
City to have been a Roman Colony. But that 
would be a new Mark of a Colony indeed, fince 
there were none at that time in thofe Parts : 
For, as we leam from ©/^, they were only 
eftablilh'd by Trajan after the War was 
ended. And indeed it would be too ftrange 
a thing, to find that fuch obfcure and unknown 
Cities upon the Tibifcus had then Amphi- 
theatres. But allowing that the foremention'd 
Buildings had been there, we cannot believe 
them to have been made of any other Ma- 
terial but Wood, and, indeed, the hafty 
Produftions of military Hands ; like the other 
two . Buildings in Italy made by a Legion, 
in the time of VitelliuSy as is already men- 
tioned. What is feen in the firft Print, as 

»« Tab, 29. c^ 87. • *9 r^^.aj. (^ 8 j. 

*o Colon.TVa. fa^, 39. <J» 8j^. " 
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is exaiSly delineated by ilfi^^/^T^i^X) inclines 
; to believe them of Wood. Fabretti at- 
fts, that the principal Piles in the Circuit 
• fuch a Building, were painted at the Top 
i Paliladoes are at prefent; which agrees 
ith the Defcriptions we have of the an- 
ent Vallum. A Medal of LiciniuSy and 
ifo the Authority of Farro and Livy^ 
erfuade us throughly, that the Wood of 
le Vallum was form'd in another manner : 
•ut in the beginning of the foremention'd 
iflar, we find the Wood of that enclofed 
lace fliarpen'd in the fame manner, and it 
ikewife furrounds the military Magazines in 
n oval Form. Befides, 'tis certain, that the 
oldiers in that War had Ibmething dfe to do 
ban to build Amphitheatres i and, indeed, 
>val and round Figures, fcen on thole wom- 
►ut Stones, may be apply'd to too great a 
lumber of things : Nor will any F who knows 
he extravagant Irregularities often feundin 
he Works of the Anciente, with regard to 
Proportion or Perlpeftive^ venture to deter- 
Dine any thing about them. Wherefore erne 
Quft not truft too much either to the height 
>r bignels of the like Figures, as they ap- 
pear there. 
In ibme Medals of Silver is to b^ ieen a 
^igure not unlike that already mentioned 
n Trajan^ Pillar, tho* Ibmcwhat nearer rcr 
bmbling an Amphitheatre : The Reverfc 
>f which would furcly be fi> judged, if the 

Legend 
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Legend did not make it appear otberviri^; ^nd 
the round Figure here repreiented, tead not 
been called z,^r£tonan Camp^ by ^e An-^ 
tiquaries who firft obferv^d it ; and for which, 
rcalbn it bears that Name till ^his day^ 
But before we b^ginto treat about it, I iball 
give another here, whieh, in ray .Opiaioft, 
repreients the fame thing ; and what if mains 
of the Circuit, feems to have pr^parqd the 
way to them. Upon it is the Head of Ful^ 
H)ius Julius ^ietuSy who is reckoned a- 
mong the Tyrants ; and of whom no Gre^k 
Medal had ever before been leen, bat only 
an Egyptian Coin regiftrated by P. Banduri. 
That the Reverie does not figure out any 
^r^etoriariy or any other Gamp or Palifede, 
as is believed of iome other Med«^is Ukc it, 
is manifefi, by finding Walls and T!owefs> 
and fumptuous Gates thereon, and by our 
. underftandiqg from the Word below, that 
the City of Nicea is repreiented there. Ano- 
ther Greek Medal, which had never before 
been leen of Macrianus, Brother oi^ietus^ 
was piiblilhed by Signor Haym^ a Roman 
in his Teforo Britannico : it is likewifc ftruck 
in the fame City, having the like Figip'e upon 
it. It is vety natural to think,, that the 
Walls and Gates of Nicea were repqtired 
(to which the Qtizens alluded by fech Qoins) 
during the War with ^erfia^ in which ^i^ 
i??!^^' behaved lb gallantly. . ,.. 

How- 
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Howeyer, round or oval Endoiurjes are 
leen in the forementioned Medals of Silver, 
which ■ [[as i^ jas was poffible to be repre- 
fenced in fb linall a SpaceJ much more re- 
ibnbWan Amphitheacre, than other Figures 
that are taken for fuch Buildings, the' in- 
deed they are commonly explained zs repre» 
fenting ^r£torian Camps. Such kinds of 
Figures on Medals, began to appear in the 
Time jc£ Tiioclefian. Before the Gate c^ 
the Enclofure ftand four Men, in a military 
Habit ; two of them in die Atticade of ia- 
crifidng on an Altar, ihe others have a Tri.- 
pode in the Middle. The iame Reverie is 
on a Coin of Maximiofms Hercuieius^ who, 
ifc^ether with ^ioclefian^ was Emperor; 
Hkewiie in that c^ Galerius and ConJianSy 
who at the lame time were Cafars. T[Tiree 
difibrent Legends are found on a Medal, 
on which are aU their Heads engraven *, the 
bicription is thus, TrovidentidAuguJiorumj 
Virtus Militumy ViBoria Sarmatica. So 
that as there were no Amphitheatres at that 
time, notwithltanding the Appearance of 
them; neither do I believe, that on thole 
Orins are reprefented either ^ratorian Camps 
in R&mey or Catnpejirian in War. The 
WaSs figured out on them are either oval 
or rounds but the Raman Vallum [;which 
was' not a Stone Wail, nor Towers, but of 
Earth, like the Entrenchments in this pre- 
fent Age} was fquare, as nxay yej^y well 

be 
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be gathered from Tofybms. ThcTr^orian 
Camps were made near the Walls, of Rame^ 
in imitation of the Encampments fer the 
Army in War, and of a iquare Form, as 
appears by their Remainis, oblerved hj Van- 
wnius s or at leaft, as iiich they were ieen 
in his Time, between the Vimmal and 27- 
burtine Gates, in the Place where the Viva- 
rium is thought to have been. From the 
iquare Figure of the Remains of thole Walb. 
'• y. Tomato was confirmed in the Belief, 
that they had been Vratorian Camps. On 
the other hand, the figures of Cities are found 
impreiled in that manner upon Medals; 
namely, with a round Endoiure^ as is ieen 
in the Colania Cajilinum in Cafafs Coins, 
which ieem'd to Mezzabarba to be a iphe- 
fical Building, with Towers at Intervals, as 
the City TufcuUma appears in the Coins of 
the Sulpician Family, referM to by Urjtnus. 
i therefore think, that the forementioned 
Medals have not Tr£torian Camps repre- 
iented on them, as has hitherto been in- 
terpreted 5 but on that Coin of Nicea^ no 
leis than a whole Qty is figured out, either 
as having been fubdued in War, £as is de- 
noted by the Words, Virtus Militum Vic- 
toria Sarmatica] or as reftored and fortified 
anew j which is pointed . out by that other, 
with the Legend, Trovidentia jiugujiorum. 
Nor could any boaft of the Sarmatic Vido- 
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ry with io much . Juftice, as thole foremen*- 
tioned Princes ; on account of whole Expe- 
ditions^ Eumenius; in his Panegyric on Cofh 
ftans loLjSy. that that Nation was almoft de- 
ftroyed. And lince liich an Imprelfioh is no 
where elfc fcen but on thole four who reigned 
t(^ether, and are found with all thole Mot- 
to s in 'every one of them, 'tis therefore pro- 
bable, that the four Figures there, reprefent 
the two Emperors, and both the Cafars : 
And by the Sacrifice or Dedication of the 
Building, or the rendering Thanks for the 
Vidory, is denoted the Q)njunftion or Con- 
cord among them, attributing to the ' ' whole 
that which every one of them had performed. ' 
The Conjefture I have made, that on theft 
Coins the5Pr^m/i»Gamps were not reprefeht- 
ed, but only the Cities, leems to be confirmed 
by that Medal in the fecond Plate here an- 
nexed, which till now had never been leen ; 
where the Words Ihew, that by the lame 
Type the City of Verona is reprelented. 
And here I Ihall firft of all give an account 
how this Momument of Antiquity fell lately 
by chance into my hands. While I was 
fearching among the CoUcftions of Medals 
in Venice^ in order to fee if any other Le- 
gend could be found with that Impreffion, 
.befides thole three already mentioned, I 
eameftly bc^d of my courteous Friend, dhe 

^' Vofif. in fsrin. ^uatuor frm frincifes urmm in Kefuklia^ 
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Abbot Onorio Artigoni^ to look into his vaft 
Colleftion, among which are thofe of Plate 
the fccond j all which that worthy GentlieT 
ipan keeps not only for his own Amuiement, 
but with a noble Defign thereby to promote 
Jjearning. Among the many, and partjculay 
Series's coUeded by him, he has 800 M€«cSas of 
Colonys^ I $00 Greek Coins, and 120Q J^gyp'^ 
tian-y which laft, if I can, fome pfucas: 
another, have but leifure to publiih, I^ifi not 
out of hope but that Chronology in general 
will thereby receive fome new Light. .1^ 
next day that Gentleman brought me ^ig^ 
Medals of Silver, having all the fame Rjey^fb ; 
among the others, the Coin w^ ftL^ve bSxiX^ 
cd at, the Singularity of the l-egend of which 
he then only wonder 'd at, notwithfbuidiqg it 
had long before bieen ibid him among % 
heap of others of Silver^ without^iiaving ob- 
fervcd it, or judging it of greater value, thgrj 
what it barely weighed. This Circumftance 
immediately gave credit to its Genuinene% 
lince a fpurious Coin could not have beeri 
made, but with a defign to impofe on the. 
World, and to gain by it. The good Opi-, 
nion concerning its being genuine, was more- 
over confirmed by all who took a view, pf 
the Medal, and the Agreement of that which 
it contained. The Head is of Galerius 
Maximus^ who, together with Cgnfiantius 
Chlorusy was made Cijf/^r, by the twoEm- 
perors) Amo 302. The. Legend on the Re- 
verie 
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vcrfe I read thus^ Verona Nova Torta rite 
amdita. Scarce was Conftans made Cafarj 
but he was fetit into Gaul : Concerning G^- 
leriuSj ilot any thing is mentioned for a 
bag time by Hiflorians ^ I only find that 
he fought with the Sarmatians, and built 
Caftles among them; and yet we fee Coins 
of him with his Image, and the Words> 
Vi&oria Sarmatica thereon ; and where, as 
we have feid, are Cities or Gaftles reprelcnt- 
cd. He alio was in the Wars in Germany ^ 
fi) that 'tis credible he pafFed feveral times 
through Itafyy tho' we do not find it men- 
tioned, except ,in the Year 3 04, when he 
came to confer with Maximian the Elder at 
Milan 3 and yet nothing feems to be more 
natural) than to imagine that in his FalTage 
or Stay at Ferona^ he erefted a new Gate 
there. GallienuSy not long before, had 
built new Walls, with a fumptuous Gate, 
which fubfifls till this day : the Inicription 
I' ftereon being ftill to be leen,and as that Work 
was performed in very great hafte, as appears 
by that Inicription, io it is probable that 
another Gate may have remained imperfed, 
and afterwards compleated by the Emperor 
Mopcif^ian. Aurelius Fi6ior hints at fe vera! 
Walls re-built by Maximian in various Cities, 
among others thofe of Milan. Our Gate^ 
asdi^iicription denotes, was ereded rite^viz. 
according to the ^ite prefcrib'd in the Pagan 
Kdig^n, and widh thole Aufpcia required id 

K building 
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building Walls and Gates of Cities; whtdi^ 
as we find in y «/?/»/^8 Inftitutcsy werethdri 
* ^ efteeqied lacred things. The Sacrifioii 
however, as appears by the Medal already 
thereon, was performed after the new Gate 
had been made, and at its Entry, -according 
to the ufual Ritesi, which denotes its Dedi^ 
oation*, that is, they declared the Work wks 
perfefted, and that they began with the Fi* 
vour of the Gods to make tife of it. Atid 
indeed, its agreement with Hiftor^, aswellaa 
the Gferemony and Words uled here, feeln very 
much above the knowledge of the F^idfifieF^ ; 
of Coins, who, as the good Providence of 
God will have it^ are, for the moft- p9fCj 
Idiots and ignorant Fellows : It being obferv'd) ^ 
that as loon as they lend any df their Ferfbt^ \ 
mances abroad into the World, they are com- \ 
monly attended with Ibme Blunder or other \ 
of their own making. To which we may ' ^ 
add, that it is not at. all probable^ thM any ^ 
Perlbn feigning the Reprelentation of a City ^ 
by the Words round the Coin, would have -^ 
made Choice of a Medal> the Impreifion oB ;- 
which hitherto has not been taken for a Cityj \. 
but always a Praetorian Camp. Nor ought ^ 
it to be regarded, that by the Impreffion it- ij 
lelf feveral Cities are reprefcnted- on fxxdi j. 
Medals, one in /if^^, another inSarmatia^i 

and- others we know not where. For asitt i 

j 
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the lower Ages the Legend on Medals did 
iK)t often allude to a particular Fad, as they 
did in the higher, fince by mere flattery the 
Motto was apply 'd in common to any of the 
Emperors; fo did they often make ufe of 
the iame Impreffions varioufly : The Figures 
in the Medals of Conftantiney which are in 
the fame Attitude and Gothing, fbmetimes 
denote France y Ibmetimes Germany. A 
Repreftntation which comes near this we arc 
now defcribing, namely, with a Wall, and 
a Gate, but without the four Figures, and 
made likewife to reftmble a City or Caftle ; 
not Praetorian Camps, as 'tis interpreted, and 
not Magazines, as 'ibme others would lately 
have it underftood : Such an ImpreiEon on a 
Medal, I fay, begins to be feen in the time 
of Conftantius ChloruSy and continues even 
to the time of Crijhus ; being the Reverie 
of, at leaft, ten difierent He^s, and with 
the fame Legend, Trovidentiaj FirtuSyfbmc- 
times Militum, at others Aumjlorum or C^- 
forum. And 'tis undoubtedly certain, that 
Ao' the Form is the lame, yet the City re- 
ibred or foxtify'd, or, if you pleale, the 
CalUe denoted, for the moft part are different 
one from the other. The feme Impreflion we 
find on iht Ooim oiValentiniany oi Magnus 
MaximuSy and of Flavius Vi6fory, but with 
a difierent Infcription. By which is confirmed, 
how very much thofe People have been 
miftaken^ who take fuch Figures for Fras- 
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torian Camps, fince in thoie days no fuch thing 
was in life, having been deftroy'd by Cath 
Jiantine after his Viftory over Maxentius^ 
and the Praetorian Bands, which had been 
favourable to him, as ** Zofimus lays, were 
abolilhed. 

The military Quarters, not the Frastorian^ , 
might only perhaps be reprefented by fiich 
an Impreilion, inafmuch as the fix'd Qjiar- \ 
ters or Garifbns placed in the Enemy's FrOn- \ 
tiers, were like Caftles, whence the words j 
Caftrum and Cajiellum had their Origina ^^ 
And liich may h^ve been thofe Cajira SPr^f • \ 
Jidiaria^ mentioned by ** Ammianus Mofr ^^ 
cellinuSy to have been built by Vakntimm .^ 
on the other fide the Danube. f^iHifr^^ 
mentions Camps to have been made, evci^L 
from Trajan's time, in the T laces mojifuJ^Y 
pe6ied. As to my own Belief, that wlwf 
was reprefented on the Coin of Verona ai ^ 
others, was the Gate of a City and not 
Camp ; a Difficulty occur 'd to me^t 
therein : namely, when I oblerv'd that 
Gates of ancient Qties Were made dou 
like ours of Gallienus in Verona^ and 
*tis fliewn on the Medals QiEmerita^ 
City in Spain^ and Cajilinum^ already m 
.tioned. 

' But all Gates were, I find, not built in 
'manner, a Proof of which we may iee 
the firft Medalj whereon the Gate of 
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is reprefented, and is like that already men- 
tioned, with only one Door. We may alio 
obicrvc the third Coin in the fame Plate, 
namely, in that of Gordianus Tius^ where 
one of the Gates of Adrianople is likewifc 
reprefented A A PI A N OnOAITaN. And 
that we may learn how they were varioufly 
built, I prefent you with one, in a manner 
never before obferved, namely with three 
Doors or Entries, viz. that of Nicopolis 
o^EpiruSy on the Coin of Hadrian^ lEPAC 
NIKonOAEnC. Thofe who have Know- 
ledge in Antiquity will, on the firft View, 
perhaps take it for an Arch, and not a Gate ; 
.and they might truly believe it fuch, becaufe 
of its having three Apertures, if the four Win- 
dows above, and the two Towers on its 
fides, did not put it beyond all doubt that 
k is the Gate of a City. In Serlio we find 
jfl tit ancient Gate of J/>^//47, delineated by him^ 
f^ bs two liich Towers alfb, and is acknoV- 
kdg^ to be antique, tho' in a modern manner 
ftfered and repaired. 

' That of Emerita fliews likewile two la- 
Wl Towers, for which reafon Spanheim and 
f(ttm believed it to be a Caftle ; and in like 
f iDcu^taiier do they figure out on Coins the Gates 
ic Citys of Nicopolis on the T)anube^ 
intbflWthat of Trajan^ namely, Trajmopolis. 
fee Iij^ A new Remark occurs naturally here, in 
to confirm that all the above-mention'd 
do not repreient in any other way 

3 the 
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' the Frastorian Quarters. Thofe Quarters had 
certainly the Gates double^ namely, with 
two Entries. That other Gates belides thoie 
of the City were built, where a vaft number 
of People were to pals, is plain by the Re- 
mains of another double Gate, a great part 
of which is ftanding till this day in Veranda 
^nd which, we are certain^ never had been 
a Gate of that City. That thofe of the 
Prastorian Camp were fiich, I learn from that 
Medalj which, in my Opinion, is the only , 
one that ihews it ; I fay the only one, fince ; 
I do not fee it delineated on other Coins, j 
where one would think it would be more \ 
proper : fiich as in thofe of the Allocutims \ 
to tfie Armies^ in the Donatives diftributcd j 
by the Emperor to the Soldiers, and where \ 
the Title of Tater^ or Mater Caftrorum^ is \ 
given. The Medal in which it is fcen, is ■ 
that of Claudius J where is a Wall with a \ 
dotible Gate, and the Legend in the middle, | 
Impetatore recepto ; indicating, that the Sol-. \ 
diers after the Death oi Caligula fovind CAm- j 
dius in the place where he lay hid, whence | 
carrying him to the Camp or military Qjiar-* \ 
ters, they proclaimed him Emperor, as we j 
learn from Suetonius and ^io i and indeed^ j. 
were what is impreffed on the forementioriVi \ 
Medals Frastoriaa Camps, a double Ddoc I 
would certainly appear. \ 

No Exception, I think, then can be foood | 
againil our Medal ^ for the Authenticity r. 6f ^ 

3 which, '^ 
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which, one other Accident did in ibme mca- 
fiirc contribute. As fbonas it was found, a 
.certain ingenious Artift fefl to work on a Coin 
of ConftanSy which had the lame Reverie, 
where havirtg raz'd out the old Letters, he 
found a Method to put in the Word Verona.' 
This Counterfeit I willingly bought myfelf, 
not becaufe I was cheated, as he who Ibid it 
me imagined, but that I might, by compar- 
ing it with niy own, make it lerve to con-- 
firm the Getiuinenefs of the latter. The Dif 
fcrcnce in the Charafters on them, their Size* 
Sharpncis, Incavity, and Form, befides the Al- 
teration of the Field, appearing very evident 
to thofe who have but a middling Skill in 
^k3i things.' By this Incident we may alio 
levn, that it was impolfible to make any 
new Inlcription in the Contour of the Medal 
fo long, but' that the very Weight of the 
Coin would ihew the Chdat; fince in that 
yAsldi WaS' counterfeited, in order to evade 
thl^ ' they have only put in the word Verona^ 
acid in the other part fhewn, as if the Medal 
vwL been Ipoil'd and mutilated. But, be- 
fides this new Confirmation, the Opinion of 
At heft judges of Medafe is in Favour of 
'^''t*tio haVfe been allowed to examine it as 
1b% as they pleafed. On it the ancient 
itamp is eyiderit> and the Medal .ftands the 
'IfidB: of the Vekht 5 for being put into a 
Jlite \l^air bf^Gola Scales, when compared 
'With other ^Mtdais of the^ like kind; it was 
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found without the leaft difference j where- 
as to take away the old Letters, and like«> 
wile to diminifh the Field, in order to make 
new, which is tlje only Fraud that might' 
be fufpeded, this could not be done without 
• diminilhing the Weight fenfibly. 

I doubt not but Ibme will wondet^ that 
hotwithftanding all thcfe Proofs, I fhould 
flill fpeak with a kind of Referve, and not 
, confidently affert what may be drawn from 
the whole : But this proceeds from one of 
my Maxims, from whence I have never de*- 
parted, nor fhall I ever ^ and it is thi% 
Not to faund an Opinion, or a new Difcoyery, 
on the Faith of one Medal, tho' npne iKould 
oppofc it ; efpecially when fuch an Opiaion 
differs from what has been already received 
by the World. And this made me eftablifii 
the Plealurc I took in feveral Cities to com- 
pare the ableft Connoiffeurs in Medals, an4 
feme reckoned infallible, one with another, 
where I have many times found them diC- 
agreeing: and llkewile have fe^n, jtbit 
there are none, but who fome^time oi otHA 
have erred. For after I undejrftood Kow 
many furprizing ^d various ways the Falfi- 
fiers of Medals have freely put in pra£6ce, 
this is the only Crime that we lee ,pct- 
mitted to paft with Impumtjr.; notNyi^- 
ftanding Thieving^ in this. Cafe, is often 
join'd with Treachery art4 a. pernicious Sub* 
Verlion of Hiftpry, an4 of every other moft 

unpoxont 
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important Branch of Knowledge. 'Tis not, 
however^ on this account, that I have the 
leaft Inclination to doubt about the Genuine- 
nefs of every Medal 5 but as the Legend of 
that we have been defcribing is en-^ 
tirely new, with refpeft to a City of Itafy^ 
lb I fliall not regard, nor take aoy pains a- 
bout it, unlefi I ftiould happen to publiih it 
at another Opportunity. It Ihall, however, 
be in my own hands, and always ofiered 
to the Examination of the Curious j Signor 
Arrigme^ the Abbots having made me a Pre- 
ient thereof^ as 'tis hisCuflom to be liberal to 
his Friends. 

But let us at length put an end to this 
Digrellion^ if we will call it fb, fince it is 
intended to make us know that we ought 
ix>t on account of the Roundnefs of Build- 
ings io Monuments of Antiquity, to conclude 
or imagine, that they are the Remains of 
Amphitheatres, efpecially that which is repre- 
iented on the foremention'd Medals. Befides, 
for the better illuftrating the Hiftory of the 
Vetmefe Arena^ it was neceffary to be par-: 
ticQlar therein, in order to come at the true 
Meauiifig of what is reprefented on the fore- 
laid Q>in. of the Emperor Maximian^ fince 
it is the current Opinipn -of many, that that 
Building was ereded in the Reigns of both 
the Maximians. Nor would Ibme be want- 
ing, who [^by Reckoning thelmpreilion on the 
Medal a reprefentation of an Amphitheatre,^ 
might haye been ftill confirmed in that falfe 
Opinion. CHk^- 



C .H A P. XII. • 

Amphitheatres out of Rome, of whtc 
till this day evident Remains t 
fuhfifl, 

TH E Cities which, bdidcs Rom 
have, [according to iiniverfal Obfe 
vation and Belief, handed down to us f( 
Ages, J till this day famous Remains \ 
Arenas in them , are reduced to fou 
namely, Verona^ Capua^ Tola zndNimes 
Yet what ftiould we fey, if I fliOuld e: 
cept againfl Ibme of thcfe few ? And .ji 
it.muft be lb, for when I took the pains to g 
myfelftoP^/^, Idifcovered evidently, that tl 
ancient Building there vi^as nothing elfe but 
magnificent Theatre j which Particular, 
fliaU clearly prove in Book the lecond, whei 
it ftiall be delcribed. If I wis to giveered 
to certain Marks, and IcMne particular Ofc 
iervatibns commirtiicated to me about' th^ 
of NimeSy by a Perfon ^ho had been 'Rmx 
days in that City, I fliould incline to'thinJ 
it no Amphitheatre at all : For in eficft it ap 
pears to have only confifted of two Stories, am 
has no Numbers engraven dn the Arches ; and 
as defcr3>*d in the ' Ant^uities explaii^'dj i 
has no Windows in the h%her part of tb 
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Building : and FztherMmtfaucov himfelf con- 
fefles, that it differs ftom other Amj^itheatres, 
and has Doors inflead of Stairs ; but as I have 
not ieen it^ I Ihall therefore not prefume to 
affirm any thing about it, but leave it at 
prcfent, and that of Tola too : which laft 
was a Theatre very different from the com- 
mon Sort, with regard to its Architefture ; 
and more liimptuous than the others, having 
the external Circuit like that of an Amphi- 
theatre. But as I have by Examination found, 
how very rare Amphitheatres have been, this 
excites my Curiofity the more to know the 
Hiftory of thofe abovementioned, efpecially 
that of f^erona^ which, next to the Amphi- 
theatre of RomCy is the latgeft of any, and 
of which we have undertaken to treat in 
particular : but as bad Fortune wodld have 
it, no very certain account can well be learned 
of cither that or the other ; nor can we predfcly 
afcertain when or by whom they wdre made, 
there being neither W^^tcra nor Mdnuments 
of Antiquity, which give lis light therein, 
or that mention any thing about them, un- 
kfi we except that of Capua, becaufe of the 
Fragment of aninfcription publifhed laft Year 
about it. That we find ik> account of them 
in amient Hiftorians, is not to be wonder'd at, 
finoc they took no care about what was 
done in thci ^Muniapia 5 we ought rather to 
bonder, that the large Inlcription [which, 
according to the common Ulage, was placed 

oa 
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on the Front of Amphitheatres, aboye the 
principal EntfyQ has not been found, nor diat 
of Rame^ or the others ever publiihed to the 
World : And indeed it leems to be a kind of 
Fatality, that the Infcriptions of t;he greatefi 
Works of any, ftiould for the moft part be 
loft; tho' there is no doubt but that fuch 
Infcriptions have formerly been made, 
fince we learn from * Tktarch^ that the 
Theatre made and dedicated by Augnfiust 
was by his Order, in the Inicription, attri- 
buted to Marcellus ^ and we know from 
^/^, that in another Inlcription, upon a 
fumptuous Portico built likewife by hra, 
he caufed the Name of Livy to be men- 
tioned. On the Theatre of Tompey there 
was at firft, the memory of him, and qq 
the Scene, that of Tiberius^ who had re- 
built it ; both theie Infcriptions were replaced 
by Claudius^ when he reftored the Theatre: 
and upon this account he himlelf let up a 
third, to ferve for a Dedication. 

As to the Inlcription placed by Tr^Of 
in the Circus MaximuSy after he had ic- 
paired and enlarged it, the Hiftorian , mcD- 
tions what it contained ; namely, that he had 
made theFabrick capable toacconmiodate the 
People of Rome. The Ufe of InfcriptioDS 
' was common in publick Edifices, not only 
when firft built, but when repaired. So 

* Flnt, in Mare, 
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Augufius^ in the * Lapis Ancyranus^ ex- 
prefled it as a Singularity, that hchadmade 
itod repaired leveral Works* without placing . 
any Inlcription, with his Name thereon. And 
Spartianus obfcrved with wonder, that 4$*^ 
'verus^ when he repaired the publick Edi- 
ficesy Icarce in any of them did he put his 
Name, but only left them to preferve the 
Memory of their firft Builders. One remark * " 
we may make here before we proceed, and 
it is this. That any one of the four Gties 
above mentioned, may not only boaft of their 
Amphitheatres pr Theatres, with the exter- 
nal Circuit, like that of Amphitheatres, 
but alfo of fuch other Remains . of ancient 
Magpificenqe and Grandeur, as greatly ex- 
ceed that of other Cities : Ours of Vertrndy 
perhaps abounds therein more than any of 
the others. Capua has the Remains of an 
Arch not far from the Amphitheatre, atud 
near the Tower of St. Erafnmsi as the 
Canon Mazochio avers, there are the Veftiges 
of a Theatre alio. As to that jaf Nimes in 
France, 'tis fufficient to fee Serlio's Epiftlc 
to Francis the Firft, prefixed to his third 
Book. This Author affirms, that at that 
time there was an Arch enrich'd with Orna- 
ments, ^ a Corinthian Temple, a magnificent 
AqueduB of three Orders, one above, the 
other. * Caufabon calls it a Bridge, and 

» Qr. fag. ^ji. Sim ulla InfeHftmt KominU Afrf.' 
4 jU Sfar$^ 

mentions 



I42r 0/ Amphitheatres. 

mentions the Ruins of a FalacQ with three 
Orders allb^ and of beautiful Strudure with 

. a Cupola at ?he top, fupported with ten 
^fluted Pillars of the Corinthian Order; this 
•laft may perhaps have been the Bafilica of 
\Plotina, built at Nimes by order of Ha- 
driaUi and mentioned by Spartianus^ to have 
-been of admirable Workmanj^ip. That it 

*' had the refemblance of aTemple^ the Build- 
ing it felf inclines us to believe. ' Xiphilme 
aifo mentions it by that Name \ near it were 
two Odangular Turrets, which fliews us 
•how the Ancients fortify 'd. Befides, there 
were alfo feveral Statues> and Infcripdims 
in abundance, ^alladio has been pleafed 
alfo to give us a minute Defcriptioii of two . 
other ancient Temples in Nimes. • What re- 
gards "^oUy fliall be meiitioned in another 
Place; it being iiiflBicient here to Iky, that 
till this Day, not only one, but feveral Re- 
mains of ancient Buildings are fubfifting there, 
of fuch Beauty and fo well preferv^, thit 
fcarcely can their Elegancy be conceived, 
* but by thole who have feen them. 

From thofe Ruins, with liich eloquent 
InicriptionSj we learn, that which cannot 
be well comprehended from thofe few en- 
tirely Jejune Writers of the Things out of 
Rome 5 namely, that thofe Cities, in the firft 
Ages of the Empire, were famous and great, 
fince in every one of them [the better to e- 

vince 
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vincc that they were atf that time more mag- 
nificent than many others, which afterwards 
exceeded them] we find that befides the 
Amphitheatre, there was a great number of 
other noble Remains of iumptuous Buildings. 
How caiy is it then tb fee in what manner 
modem Writers are deceived, who, full of 
modern Ideas, have their Eyes lb dazzled, 
that they confound the Syftem of the Times 
of the- Empire zftct Conjftantiney with the 
higiier Ages ; not efbeming any antienl City 
as great, unleis it made a confiderable Fi- 
gure in the latter Times? But that thofe 
Cities^ in the earlier Ages, were by far greater 
than many of the others, which afterwards 
were much enlarged, and that the Splendor 
of the latter- began not until the magnificent 
Edifices of the Tagans were out of ufe ; . 
the above-mention'd Marbles are irrefraga- 
ble Proofs: For I would gladly know, 
by what •occult Caufe could fo many Re- 
mains of famous Buildings have been pre- 
lervcd in the Cities which had Amphithea- 
tres? inibmuch that therein they exceed all 
the others, Rome excepted ; and yet no fuch 
Monuments of Antiquity appear preferved 
in thofe other Cities, which, according to 
the vulgar Opinion, [for fo I muft caD i{\ 
had formerly publicfc Struftures, they lay, 
bdth more vaft, and in' greater abundance, 
than thofe we have been ipeaking about? 
What is NimeSy fzys ^LipJiuSy in compa- 
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rilbn of the other great Cities of jRr^^r^? 
To this I anfwer, \i Nimes was. fo Imall 
a Town, why was it diftinguilhed by its 
Coins above all the other Cities of Gaul in 
Auguftus's Time ? That moft beautiful Me- 
dal, tho' a common one^^ whereon is the 
Head of that Emperor and Agrippina^ is 
marked with the Attribute of a Colony. 
''Triflanus K^tis to luch another in the lame 
Age : Befides, why did they give Nimes 
the Title of Colottia Augujia ? And why, 
among io many other Gties, did ^ Hadriat^ 
make choice of it for building a magnificent 
Bafilica to Tlotina ? Why like>yiie in the 
lower Ages was one of the three Mints of 
France ereded in Nimes, which^ jsls we find 
in the Notitia Imperii^ had its particular 
Superintendent? 'Twould be liiperfluous to 
mention what Verona and Capua have been 
in former Ages. In what condition the firft 
was in the time of Augujius^ is clearly fhewa 
by a Paflage of StrabOy which makes it at 
that time equal to Milan s and calls the o- 
ther Towns, like thofe of Mantua ,and Bref 
cia iii its Neighbourhood, tho' large in 
thtfmlclyes, but inccxifiderable Places in com- 
parilbn of Verona., Some Perlbns of un« 
doubted Veracity have often told me, that 
they have feen the Remains of an Amphi- 
theatre on theOutfide QfFrejus in Provence : 
That I own might perhaps have been, and 

7 Gr. 3 a 3 . f . * S^t^ in Had. 

with 
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with more certainty too than any other they 
can boaft of in France. Serlio likewile 
mentions it, and fpeaks of the Remains of 
another Roman Bnilding there rcfembling i 
Palace. * Tliny, IpeaJorigof thofe Parts of 
Gaul^ fays, they looked liker Itdfy continued^ 
than a Province ; befides, the maritime Gty 
there! was called, Colonia Julia^ and Coh- 
nia Iltiffiris, in which Komans confiantly 
refided, and from whence Aug^fius fent 
the %ip6 called Roftrat£^ taken in the Bat- 
tle pf A£itum\ zsoSl there, as we learn from 
'^ Tatitfis, did an armed Fleet lie, in the 
£unc manner as in Mejfina and Ravenna. 

If we intirely admit of the Supplement 
and Interpretation given to an Infcription late- 
ly dug up near the Amphitheatre of Capua 
[excepting that of Rome^ it is the only one 
we Imow which indicates the Perlbn by 
whcHn, and the time when it was ereded ; 
namely, of having been built by the G)mmu- 
oity of the Col(Hiy of Capua^ a little after that 
KiTitus was repaired and adorned by the Em- 
peror Hadrian^ and dedicated by Antoninus 
T'ms. The troth is, the Canon Mazochio 
has (hewn himlelf a Peribn of Genius and 
£radition, both in fupplying the Defeds of 
the Infcription, and in explaining its Mean- 
ing t dor is any thing in that Supplement 
but inay be received with Approbation; 
cply h« ufcs the Word Imagines^ where, 

9 L. 3. €. 4. JtMlui, vmm quam Frrvind^. '^ Ann. L, 4.. 
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I think, another would fuit better with-^ 
Paffage. There was not ihiethihfcs any otfr 
City which cduld vie fo weH with thiat < 
RomCy with regard to its^-v^briderful Pile < 
the Amphitheatre of Titus^ as Capud^ \ 
its Neighbourhood ; either ' on account < 
the Greatnels and Wealth of that City, < 
the Defire and Delight its Inhaibtatits ha( 
and that even of old, for Giadiatory Shew 
Nor indeed can we think on any Em 
peror which more probably reftored an 
ornamented it than Hadrian*^ fince non 
crefted fo many Buildings dut' of Rime a 
he, infomuch that Spartion fytzks as'if-fi 
had built in every City. Nor Ought wfc t 
regard its having been dedicated by his Sufc 
ceffor, and not by him ; fince 'tis probabl 
he might have only begun the repairing c 
it in his latter Days. The Pillars which in th 
Inlcription are faid to have been added, wduli 
appear, I own, rather to agree to the Dc 
fcription of a Theatre than an AmphitheatVe 
But as to this it has been very' well adverta 
to, that they might have been placed in th) 
AntipoTta or Lodge ; nor does it alter tb 
cafe very much, if we imagine, that the In 
fcription was niade at the time of its Dedi 
cation, fince after confiderable Reparations 
'twas ufual, both to place frefti InlcriptidB 
on fuch Buildings, and often to dedicate then 
anew, in order, that they might be put t< 
tile J as we learn from T>io^ in that Plaa 

whcr< 
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where we were ipeaking of the Theatre of 
• Tomjbey : but in this is marked both its firft 
Ereaion^ by the People of Capua, and per- 
\ haps by thefe Words, A SOLO FEQT, 
which exprefled^ in the Lapidary Stile, that 
it was built from its very iFoundation : like- 
wife in it is mentioned, its being reftored, 
and the Ornament j added thereto, and its new 
Dedication. 

As to the Edifice at ^ola and NimeSy 
we have no manner of hint about either of 
Aem, in antient Monuments or Writers: 
tho* the Cuftom which Hadrian had to 
build every Where, particularly at NimeSy 
fomilhes us with a Conjedure, that the Fa- 
Ittick at the latter might have been ercfted 
bjr. him. But as SpartianuSy in his Life, men- 
fons the Bajilica built by him in this Place, 
why then did he not Ipeak of the Amphi- 
[, di«itre, which was a much greater Work ? 
QapitolinuSy in the Beginning of the Life 
of Antoninus Tius^ affirms, that Emperor 
derived his Origin from the faid City 5 for 
which realbn Cafaubon imagined, that he 
itoilt the Arena there; but if io great a 
Work had been performed by an Emperor, 
why is the Hiftoria Augufia filent therein ? 
and the rather, fincc Spartianus has not 
negleded to riiention another Edifice erefted 
a Kmes by another Emperor : But let us, 
at length, come to that of Verona. 

La CHAP. 
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CHAP. XHL 

An Effay on the Age and Builder 
of the Veronefe Arena. 

TTTITH regard to the Time in which 
. VV ^^ ^^y helieve our Arena at Ve^ 
rona was built, the Writers are divided be- 
tween two Opinions. Some have imagined 
it the Work of Auguftusi of thcfe wa« 
Torello Sariana^ who was perluaded there** 
in from having read fuch an Accouot in 
an ancient Chronica^ and in the Itinerarji 
oiCyriacus Ancomtmusy who lived in j;he 
fifteenth Age 5 likewife becaule Suetomu^ 
writes, that Augujlus adorned Italy witfe( 
Buildings. ' Father Mabillon was alfo of 
.this Opinion : Others have believed it the 
Work of Maximian i among the firft of fuch * 
was ^ SigoniuSy in his Book de Imperio Of- 
cidentali$ who was induced to imaginfe k\ 
ib, only becauie the Builder thereof was un- 
known 5 and by erroneoufly fuppoling, that 
Maximian ereded a Palace at Brefcia and 
another in Aquileia : and this piece at Cre- 
dulity was received by many, and even re- 
fer 'd to by Ljdiaty in his chronological Se- 
ries. But as both thele Conjeftures dp not 
ftand on any Iblid Foundation, Im of opi- 

nion. 



0/ Amphitheatres. 149 

nion, that the one makes its Mrz too early^ 
the other too late. The Architefture thereof 
might, I own, much eafier incline us to believe 
it to have been built in the time oiAuguJius 
than Maximian^ the whole appearing to 
have been rather the Work of the Ages 
wherein Elegancy in the Arts was prevalent, 
than when they were not : And indeed, the 
Tufian Order in all the Stories thereof, feems 
to indicate its Antiquity. Befides, Augujlus 
having brought Water into Brefciaj as ap- 
^ pears by an Inlcription, Ihews that he pro- 
moted the Works in thofe Parts where the 
Palace of Maximian in Brefcia and Aqui^ 
kia are meerly iuppoled to have been; 
I fincc the Panegyrift quoted by Sigmtus 
I alone, ipeaks not of any thing elle but 
of a Pifturc, placed by ^ Maximian in the 
Palace of Aquileia. Yet for all this, I can- 
not be induced to believe, that an Amphi- 
dieatre wholly of Stone, and of fuch Archi- 
I tttftore, was ever built in any Colony in 
' Auguftu^^ time, before any fuch Fabric had 
teen feen ih Rome^ and before that of Titus 
(an Qrigmal for the othfrs to copy from) 
was eredcd. It feems alio credible, that 
thb would, on ibme Occafion or other, have 
keen mentioned by ^liny^ who fpeaks of 
^iftores and things of left conftquence than 
it, to have been in feveral places of his na- 
tive Country. Liffius^ methinks, derides 

L 3 a 



f50 0/ Amphitheatrbs. j 

the Rcaions alledg'd by the gpod Sar'um^ ^ 
a little too feverely, forjudging it ereded by I 
Augujtus : And, indeed, from the iame Page j 
in LipJiuSj one may learn a Cauticxi to ovcr^ 
look with Humanity^ and to pardon mutually 
the Miilakes of others : Since, as great % 
Genius as he was, he himfelf as well as San- 
fina^ erroneoufly cites theEpiftle of * ^linyjA 
if addrefs'd to Maximus AfricanuSy beomfe 
he had read vellem Africane quas caemerss^ 
when it is evident that it fiiould be rod 
Africanae^ as alluding to the Panthers of 
Africa. Celius writing to ' Ciceno^' Ipeab 
of thofe Animals of Africa brought there, 
and of ten being given to be uled in die 
Games ; io that it appears, from what is £ud . 
before, that he Ipeaks of Panthers : as doei j 



Livy^ and the other '^ Tlinyj 
and others. 

Beiidcs the Opinion, that the Amphi- 
theatre was built by Maximian^ ieemsvery 
inconfiftent with the Circumftances of Affius 
at that time. The Empire was then in ooo- 
fufion, Italy itfelf forely afllided, and tte 
Cities there, efpecially thofe like FerMSf 
fituated on the Frontiers, in dread of the 
Incurfions threatned and begun by the Bar* 
barians. Arts, befides, were then in greit 
Decay ; and the ancient Ideas of the opprefi'd 
Municipia quite out of mind. Moreovo^ the 

4 Lib. 6. Ep. ult. 

9 Warn, /.8. JS/^.8. ^ ^, « Liv. I.44,. 

y rl. /. 8. caf, 17.. • Suet, c^l.iS, fh.ti. . 
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Oiriftian Religion, which then was diffufed 
everywhere, and not. long after triumphant, 
would fcarcely have allow'd People to have 
efieded a Work like that, which Iprung 
from the Religion of the Pagans 3 and the 
•athcr, fince in the Amphitheatres had 
been aded a conftant Scene of Cruelty, 
having become places for Martyrdom. But 
what need w^e fay any more on this head ? 
We have, I think, a very lure Proof, that 
before Maximine^ namely, in Gallienus% 
tinie, not only was owx Arena already built, 
bat began to be in decay. A Confirmation 
of this appears in the many Pieces of the an- 
cient Wails of Verona^ ereded in the time 
o£ Gallienus s fince in them I have oblerv*d 
Stones, not only of the Quality, Colour, 
and Form with thofe of the Amphitheatre, 
but are known by certain Marks, to have 
been formerly belonging to the external Cir- 
cuit of that Strudure there. ^ Sariana af- 
fords a notable Confirmation of this, where 
he avers, that he had feen Ibme of thofe 
Stones with the Numbers which had been 
eograven on the Key-Stones of all the lower 
Arches. Nor is there any thing that renders 
It in the leaft incredible, that the exterior 
purtof that Fabric began fb loon to be ruinous. 
And, indeed, whether the Foundation was 
HI laid, or was defective on account of the 
Place, or fb on account of its being a Building 

* P.»j. .Ift iffo. murts nonnulU Amfhlthmtri tubuU cum 
9mmg^&c. L ^ all 
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all arch'd from top to bottcnn, where ^ 
great part was confequently empty ^ as a pertain 
Archited: aiTerts. Be that as it will, it 19^^ 
certain, that the Amphitheatre of CatamOy 
in the time of Theodoric^ was Ukewifb, ifx. 
^ the moft part, fallen down ; and Qaffiodprm^ * 
alTures us. that the Stones thereof were made 
ufe of to repair the Walls there, and3rctthc 
Building was not demoliihed by Earthquakes, 
but ? ° by Time : From whence, at leaft, it 
appears, that they were ancient Buildings 
notwithftanding they did not for many AgC9 
remain intire. Befides, the Theatre oiTompijfy 
jn the time of Theodoric^ feem'd alio itclir 
ning towards Ruin, and liable to fall ^^ iiid« 
idenly, had they not found a ^$eans to Jkeef^ 
It up with large Supports ox Buttrefles and 
Pilafters. 

The Defire I myfelf had of diicoverie^ 
with Certainty, the precifc time when, and 
|:>y whom, the Amphitheatre was made, ex- 
cited me to dig in the Places where I had 
the greatefl; Chance for finding Infqriptions^ 
and tho* I have not been fo happy as to fuc- 
peed therein, yet I met with two halfs of 
Letters, which joined to a larger piepe of 
Stone, with an Infcription, dug up out of 
fhe Well, in the middle made out . J . Ctf^* 
That thefe Charaders belonged to thelnfcrip^ 
tipn which had been formerly placed in tht^ 

?« Var, 1. 5. IT. 49. Longa vetuflate coUaffa, . 
^>> Caff. Var. L^ c.fi. Sivimi^cHlisfiluco»tburifoUlgrif'' 
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Front of the Amphitheatre, is probable on 

account of their unufual Size, for the O i$ 

po lefs than eleven Inches in Diameter, cor^* 

Mipon4ent with the others. But from this I 

ihall j3ot pretend even to give my Guefles, 

nor affert that thpy muft be underftood Se^ 

natus Confulto^ as is commonly underftood 

by S. C. One thing I may however venture 

to lay, that the Form and Beauty of thofe 

Letters indicate them engraven in an Age 

when Arts flourilh'd, and not in latter times. 

I. don't fpeak of that fo fooliftily falfify'd 

Infcription, which makes our Amphitheatre 

the work of Flaminius a Conful, and whidi 

Caroto and Leandro Alberts publiih'd, as 

if fiill exifling at Luccay a place where it 

pever had been. And the truth is, in the 

feveral Books where the Impofture has ap« 

peared, it has been but very indififerently 

icceived by the Learned. 

Hadrian's peculiar Cuftom of erefting Fa* 
bricks out of Rome^ might inchne us to have 
jm eye on him as the Builder; but that 
Epiftie of Tliny the Younger, lately quoted^ 
cocifimis us in the Belief, that our Amphi^ 
theatre was before that Emperor's time ; yet 
as we cannot well fuppofc it anterior to that 
of Titus y the whole brings us very near the 
trae time of its Erediofi. 

The forefaid Letter of !?//»/, who is be- 
lieved to have died in the latter part of Tra^ 
jm's Reign, gives us to undcrftand, that by 

the 
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the Liberality of a certain great Man, caU'd 
MaximuSy a folemn Amphitheatrical Shew 
was at that time cdebrated in Verona : this, 
he did both by way of Honour to the Me- 
mory of his deceafed Spoufe, a Native of 
that C6untry, and alio to gratify the People 
of Verona^ by whom he was lov'd and e- 
fteem'd, as indeed they were by him, as 
^Imy informs us. Nay, the iame Tliny^ as 
he was a Veronefe by Adoption, when he 
Ipeaks of the Inhabitants there, he calls them^ 
l^ our own People of Verona. 

A vaft number of Panthers were prepared for 
the forementioned Shew,tho' becaufe of aStorm 
which happened at Sea in their Paffage, they 
arriv'd not from Africa in time. Combats of Iq 
many, and fb different kinds of Beads, in- 
dicate as if there were fix'd Arena in Italy 
at that time. In the Shews of Curio ^ in thofe 
alio of the Fidentines^ of Cecinna and Vor 
lens J mentioned by ^liny and Tacitus ^ all 
which, were exhibited in Amphitheatres of 
Wood ; we have accounts, that in thefc 
Shews there were Gladiators, but no Wild- 
Beafts. Tis therefore not incongruous to fup- 
pole this Pile erefted in the time of 2)^iw/- 
tian and Nerva^ or theilateft time we. can 
think of, to have been in the firft years of 
Trajan^ and to believe that, without delay- 
ing further, by the faid Building they emu- 

lated 
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lated that of Romey which great Example 
they had to copy from. 

'Tis commonly believed, that this Work 
was carried on at the Expence of Ibme Em- 
peror or Roman Governor : But if fuch a •• 
magnificent Amphitheatre had been erefted 
by any Emperor, 'tis not to be imagined the 
Writers of their Lives would have ncglefted 
to Ijave mentioned' it. Suetonius was not 
filent about the Walls and Temples in 
'2 Syracufe^ repaired by Caligula \ and of 
the Royal Palace of ^olycrateSy and the 
Temple of Apollo^ which that Emperor had 
a mind to replace in Miletus and Samos. 
Nor did Lampridius negleft, to (peak of 
the Bajilica in Nimes^ or of the Temple 
and Altar made by Hadrian in Athens. 
Whatever Emperor he was who may have 
ereded fo noble a Fabrick, he would not, 
according to the ulage of thofe Times, have 
Bcglefted the Honour of its Dedication, nor 
have Writers omitted to fpeak thereof, fince 
Suetonius does of the Temple at ' * Nola^ 
and the Capitol dedicated by Tiberius in 
Capua. Neither can we imagine our Am- 
phitheatre the Work of a Governor, fince 
there were no Governors at that time in Italy^ 
that Country having not been then reduced 
to the form of a Province, for every City 
governed it felf ;. lb it is moft likely that the 
Republick and People of Verona were the 

»0/. 21. »4Qr^.4o, 

fole 
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Ible Undertakers of this Work ; and in the 
Sequel we ftiall ftiew, that a certain Veronefi 
Citizen built part of the Tortic^f which waj 
jpin'd. to the Place where the Gladiatory 
Games were exhibited; and for which, he 
defired to have the Approbation of ttie Peo* 
pie, and not of any other. So does^ the lb* 
icription already mentioned indicate, that 
the Amphitheatre of Capua was ere£l:e4 by 
the Colony there : Such great Works could 
the Alliance, and the Participations of the 
Honours of Rome^ render other Cities capa- 
He of performing ! The Expcncc of, foch 
Works wa$ much leffened^ by the great 
number of Slaves employed therein j and 
likewife upon account of the plenty of Mar- 
ble in the Neighbourhood of our City 5 and * 1 
indeed, if we could come at the defired In- i 
Icription relating to this Fabrick, thole who 
were the Superintendents, or who prefidcd 
at its Eredion, would, I doubt not, be 
known. 

I would, above all, if I could, do doe 
juftice to the Name of the Architeft of this 
Aately Pile, but we juft know as much a* 
bout ours, as we do of the Amphitheatre of 
Rome* One thing I know for certain, that 
weftiould not be ignorant about the Archi- 
teft of either of thefe fuperb Eldifices, had 
they exifted when Tliny publilhed his great 
Work. An old Tradition makes Vitrwius 

a Veronefey but this we fliall mention o^ 

another 
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lother Occafion, That Vitruvius Cerddy 
lother famous Architcft, was of Veramh 
very probable ; and this- we oonjedure by 
e Remains of an Arch which we have of 
s Workmanihip ; and indeed, whether he 
lilt our Amphitheatre or not, I ihall nei^ 
ler deny nor affirm* The Roman Amphi<» 
leatre was (ituated in the Middle of the 
ity, ours on the Outfide of the Walls, tha* 
cry near them, and not far fiom a Gate; 
nd lb were the others in the Colonies]^ 
rhere the antient Space, within the Walls, 
rac but narrow, and the Qmcourfc of 
tople fo great, they could not admit of 
uch a Vacancy in tbofe Days> Vithin. their 
Sties, as was requifite for a File of fuch 
;reat Dimenfions as an Amphitheatre. 

In digging over againft the Gate, which 
Q ^tient Times was the principal and 
Qoft frequented of any, the Foundation of 
I large Wall was difcovered, made partly of 
he Stones of the Amphitheatre, with pieced 
)f PiUars, which* humour the curved Figure 
3f that Building, and which feem to have 
furroimded it in the part where the Slope was. 
We can believe this to be nothing elle, but that 
in former times they intended to have fur-^ 
rounded the Amphitheatre, from the Place 
where the firft Wall was built, to that of 
the fccond, in luch a manner as to compriie 
it within the City, that ib it might not be 
^pofcd, or pofleffion taken of it by the 

Enfemyj 
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Enemy j^ yet we muft not imagine^ that 
this hzpixntd/zt the rfepairing rbfi the Walls ' 
by Gal&nttSf beoaufethe.Thickricfi of them 
was ver| mu^ ^e:Q^ ^tsLti .the others ; and 
likewiftibccau^ of thole of 

Gallienm go^ l^r^i^mf^ '^^ the 

chief A|ei;iviCxto. 4^e Amphitheatre: from 
whence |w^ ; hiay make a pmtaWe Conjec- 
ture,, thft; i^heilatiaf'i^erfermade after the an-* 
cient Culxxii of A^pph^^tnc^al ^ews had 
Jbeen laid afide. '" ' ' ', ' 

0/ Infer ipt ions relating to our 
Amphitheatre. 

THE People of Verona mdA^ frequent 
ufe of the Amphitheatre, of whith, 
in its due place, a confiderable Hint will be 
given from a Stone made hollow by the 
Ropes of the ' Velarium : I fhall prove it lifce- 
wileby three famousStones with Infcriptiqns as 
yet remaining and placed by me one after 
another in the publick Academy. The firft 
relates to one of the Gladiators, called Retia- . 
r//, tho' not very exadly publiftied by Gru- 
ter and others;,/ and indeed none have taken 
notice of its Singularity, infhewing the Form 
of the Weapons of thoie Gladiators. 

« N>B. T^e Velarium v/is the Veil or CurUm vbifh covered 
the Amphitheatre, 

Monu- 
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Monuments like thefe are indeed rarc^ 
nor do I know, among the very few of this 
kind, which have been printed, if there be 
fuch another \ 'tis probable there are none, 
nor are all thole of the fame kind to be re- 
ly'd upon as genuine. 

This Sepulchral Monument is of a Gla- 
diator, whofe Name was GenerofuSy of a 
fervilc Station, zn Alexandrianhy^ixxhy and 
of the Retiarian Clafs. The different kinds 
and ways of the Gladiators were many, and 
for the moft part diftinguilhed by their Ha- 
bit, Arms, and different manner of fighting, 
the variety of which .very much contributed 
to the Diverfion and Delight which People 
in general had at the Shews. But I fhall 
pot enter upon a Subjed, whereon Lipjius 

has 
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has wrote fo diftindlyj only I lay, thofe 
kinds of them which are molt celebrated by 
Writers, .were the Secufores ztid Retiariif 
who commonly fought againft one anothciii 
There was, as we read in Sarianay an In- 
Icription in Verona^ about one of the Seeiir 
toreSy who was iaid to have fought eight 
times 5 but as it is now loft and publifh^d 
incorredly, I ihall not take any notice of it 
here. Ctimmodus boafted td be! of this Clafs^ 
and ampng the fir ft of them, and to have 
killed a great number of thofe Retiarii. 
This much we learn from LampridiuSj but 
Sdmafius writing on this head, could not 
underftand well what the Secutores wer^ 
but only that the Retiarii were fo called 
from the * Cafting-Net, wherewith they 
entered the Field, and which they threw at 
their Adverfary, to entangle him therein s 
which when done, they ftrack them with 
the Fork or elfe the Ponyard, with which 
they were armed. Lipfius very well ob-* 
ferves, that this Cuftom took itsOrigine frcwtt 
that famous Adion of Tittacus^ whole Life 
« Laertius wrote ; and Strabo fays, that thd 
laid Tittacus being General of the Mytilen^^ 
fought in Itngle Combat with the chief Com* 
mander of the Athenians ^ like a Fifher with 
a Net, which he threw oyer and invelop*d 
his Adverlkry, having privately broug^ i( 

3 ^ with* 
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with him on purpofe, after that he wounded 
him with a Trident and Knife. 

Whoever then fliaU cbferve particularly 
how the other Gladiatory Combats repre- 
sented the Manner which ibme Nations had 
in fighting with one atiother, or that they 
alluded to fome Fad, whether hiftorical or 
fiibuious, will not doubt, but that the Idea 
of that kind of Gladiators was taken from 
the fbrelaid Adion of Tittacus. 

Punifliments likewife, as they were inflided 
by way of Shew, were ufually eacecuted in 
a fcenical manner, taking often the Argu- ' 
mcnt of the Dramatic Reprefentation, from 
the name of the Malefaftor- Even when 
the Games were performed in the Forum^ 
Strabo relates, that the Sicilian Thief [who 
ftylcd himfclf the Son of iEtria^ was made 
ufe of by way of an Interlude to the Speda- 
tors : Fory after he had been placed upon 
ft Machine reprelenting Mount ^yEtna^ it 
was fo contrived as to tumble down all of 
a&dden, whereby the Criminal fell preci-» 
ei pitantly among the Dens of the Wild-Beaftsy 
c\ Which appeared as if thefe Animals had been 
jiJ bwd in the Mountain, and there was he tore 
ii.1 ih ;»eces» Reprefentatiohs of Orpheus and 
ithl iM^seoluSj TOiedalus and Lednder^ mentioned 
)*d|^ Martial^ were likewife kept up in the 
Jtl l^phitheatre : Thele Allufions of the An-^ 
dents in the Games, were like to what they 
hid in thdr mechanical Works 5 where, for 
[dil • M \bft 
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the moft part, their very Utenfils and ccxn- 
mon Inftruments, were made to reprefent 
Ibme ancient Figure. As for the Changea 
which, they had in their Scenes, they were 
neceflary in their publicfc Shews, becaufe 
they lafted the whole day. Some Gladiators 
there were who fought on horieback^ of 
theie we ihail treat in another place ; odhers 
in Chariots, call'd EJfedariiy which either 
imitated the ancient Orientals ot the Bri» 
tons ; and that fuch was the Guftom of theie 
People, we learn from ^ Cafat. However, 
the Satyrift joking, fpoke in the form of 
^ Prophecy, to the Man who ihould make 
any foreign King a Captive in War, That 
the King Arvifagus ftiould fall before him 
from a Britifb Chariot. If we rely on what 
* Jornandes afferts, the word EJfedus was 
entirely Britijbj but we find it fcveral times 
mentioned by Cicero. "^ Junius Thilargyrus- 
on the other hand laid, a certain kind of 
Vehicle wherein the Gauls fought, was call'4 
EJfedus. ^ Cafar caufcd Boys to fight at. 
the Games in Chariots. I Ihall not mention 
here the Woods, Caverns and Ships, which 
were fometimes Ihown in the Amphitheatre^; 
nor ftiall I Ipeafc of the Luxury and Pomp; 
ufed therein : Nay, ^ St. Ambrofe in the 

4 Be//. G/»/. lib. 14. 

' Jiiv,Sat.^, autde temme Britanno, 

^ Jorn, f. 2. t^s mwB vulgar i Ejfedos voeam. 

J AdGeor. L^, .^Dia. ^.43. ^ J)i off,l,^ c^%U 

fourth 
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fourth Age, accufed them for Prodigality iri 
iquandring away their Patrimony in Shews ; 
and even towards the end of the fifth Cen- 
tury, the Conful Turtius Afierius [in the 
Epigram he wrote on Virgilius MediceuSy 
pubiifli'd by Cardinal Nor is in ihGCenotaphia 
of ^ifa\ aflerts, that great Riches were 
confumed in their Games, and confefles, ' ° thaC 
he had lacrificed his own Wealth to the 
Hu2za's of the People. 

But to return to the Retiarii:^ they not 
only fought with the SecutoreSj but very 
often with the Mirmillonesy who were arm'd 
after the manner of the Gauls y and had the 
Figure of a Fifli on their Helmet, as we leam 
fiom ^ ' Fefius i lb that it Iquared very well 
to have it catch'd in the Net. The Adioa 
of a Retiariu/s pulling his Adverlary to- 
wards him, with his Head entangled in the 
Net, is leen reprefented on a Medal of G^r- 
iianus TiuSj illuftrated by the Senator Bo- 
narotti. When they threw the Net with- 
m Succels, the Retiarii began then to handle 
4cir Trident. Ihzx. Ermetes^ mentioned by 
^^ Martialy appeared very terrible when he 
lad: the Trident in his hand. Trudentius 
caDs it a Spear with diflcrent Points, and lays, 
that they ftrucfc at the Face of the Adver- 

*• p. 444- in /lUdfiunf famA Cenfus JaSiurti tucurrh. 
" Jihi. Sat.S. ,:L^Movet ecce tridentem 

ToftquamMbrata ftndentmretm dextrit 

Nequicijuam effudit. 

M 2 fary, 
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fary, which was covered with the Vizor of' 
the Helmet ; nor is it believed that they 
trifled with fuch Weapons, for on a certain 
occafion five Retiarii being worfted by the 
like number of Secutores^ and on the point 
6f being pierced through by the latter, one 
of them having laid hold on his Trident, flew 
every one of thoie who till then had cojnque- 
red; at the Fiercenefs of which Faft, even 
''5 Caligula himfelf,is faid to have been grieved. 
Their Habit was the Tunica, whence 
Suetonius calls them here Tunicati^ and the 
Fork or TrFdent of Graccusy with the Tu- 
nica upon him*, is mentioned by '^ Juvenal. 
Thofe Gladiators were ^o much in ufo 
every where, that Arnobius^ when he law 
the Reprefentiation of a Neptune^ it always 
put him in mind of a Gladiator. But 5P/*- 
tacuSj befides a Trident, had alio a iHort 
Sword or Ponyard along with him, as ' ^Strabo 
relates ; for which reaion, the Retiarii ufed 
it alio : which Circumftance,. tho' doubted 
of bylbme, is confirmed by our Stone,, where 
the Form of both thofe kinds of Weapons 
is feen. This Sword, or Pocket Dagger^ 
very well ftiews, that they are not of that 
Ibrt which '^ Marcus Aurelius defud mig^t 
be ufed by the Gladiators, namely, without, 
a Point, in order to hinder their butchering 
one another ; but rather of thole, of which 

'3^ S^t. CaL cap. 30. iiefievit EdiSh. '4 Sat. 1. 

\f Str. /. 13. T« Tf/«n If ;^ t^ $i^s/J)^. ^J PU. i Xifk. 

the 
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the Hiftorian ipeaks in the Life of ' '' Nerva^ 
asdoes likevvife '® f^iifofy where Examina- 
tion was made before they fought, to fee if 
they were fufficiently fliarpned. 

'9 Tertullian mentions another kind of 

4 

thefc Weapons, which he calls Sfongia j and 
when *° Livy mentions the Armour of the 
Samnites^ which covered their Breaft, he 
likewile calls it Spongia\ 'tis probable that 
it was a mailed Breaft-platc of Iron, which 
has fbme Refeihblance of a Sponge : But the 
Paflage inTertullian indicates,that fbme ofien- 
five, not defenfive Weapon, of the Ret i^riij 
was lb called ; for he lays, *' T^at he who 
* ftands looking on the Bitings of the Bears 
" and the Spunges of the Retiarii, might 
** well think on Mercy. '^ I read moneriin 
tins Paflage, not moveriy as 'tis printed, and 
18 *' Lipfius cites it, becaule by the latter 
k b not Senfc, Now, a Breaft^plate would 
iX)t be lb well oppofed to Pity, nor would 
t well agree witn the biting of the Bears : 
Befides^ the Retiarii fought in their Tunica, 
and without Armour, as has been laid ; and 
without hiding their Forehead under their ' 
Hdmet, as we read in *^ Juvenal \ There- 
fore 'tis probable, that that Name was eithqr 
pven to the Net or the Trident, or the Knife« 

y^ Urn. i o^U %V. '* 1^. in. 7. 

'' DiSfek. cap. i, f. 

t^ Uk.g, SfngU ftShri kUigumentum. 

M 3 1\ 
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It might, by a certain kind of Refemblance, 
have been given to the !Net ; and perhaps 
to the fhort Sword^ becaule its Handle oc 
Shaft was perforated and wrought in Ibmc 
way like a Spunge. Some are indin'd to 
believe this, by that Motto of AnguftuSj 
mentioned by *5 Suetonius^ " That hisAjax 
" was permitted to fall upon his Sponged 
this was was a Tragedy begun by that Em- 
peror, which not fucceeding to his mind, he 
deftroy'd and cancelled, for which ufe the 
Spongia ferv'd among the Ancients. But 
this would have been but a very poor kind of 
a Jeft in Auguftus^ if we underftand it fimplyi 
;as Cafaubon and all the others have it, and 
if that word had not a double meaning ; there 
being no Affinity between Ajax the Ifcro 
and an Inftrument for effacing, and by which^ 
that Saying might acquire Ibme Grace. I 
think we may infer with certainty, that Ibmc 
Weapon or other with a Point, had the 
Name of Spongia given it 5 by which w« 
may underfltand, that the Tragedy had fuck 
an ending as Ajaic himfelf, who was deftroy'A 
• by falling upon a Sword. But to finifli whaC 
we have to iay on the liibjed of our Gla— 
dia,tor, he having fought t wenty-ieven times^ 
flaews the frequency of thole Games in Ve^ 
Tonai ^nd 'tis probable he refided there ^ 
^nd was dedicated to that Amphitheatre ^ 

^3 Caf.%6. jijacemfiium wfimgUm mubmjff. 
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tho' I cannot deny, but that he might have 
fought as many as that^ in one day. 

This Stone might have afibrded us fcwne 
other curious and rare Dilcovery, had it not 
been broke offj for it appears, that towards 
the end, it began [where Gruter very wrongly 
put VI. K^ to make mention of ibme occa- 
fion or other, on which the Gladiator had 
fought courageoufly* 

To find a genuine Monument of Antiquity 
relating to Huntings exhibited out of Rome^ 
IS much more rare than any about Gladiators. 
We have, a little before this, feen a fine 
Teftimony thereof in 7liny the Younger, 
with regard to our Amphitheatre. There is 
the remembrance of another Hunting remain- 
fag in the following Infcription, which is 
enaraved in very fine Letters, upon a great 
BaSs of red Marble of our Country, the 
breadth of which is greater than its height. 
The lame words are ieen on both fides, which 
ihjpws that in ancient times it had been fpc 
np jn a^ place which fronted two Ways, 

NOMINE 

Q^ DOMITn • ALPINI 

LiaN A • MATER 

SIGNUM • DIANAE • ET • VENA 

TIONEM 
ET • SALIENTES- T.F.I. 

M 4 TWs 
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This good Woman, following the Inftin^l; 
of her own Piety, left it [according to th^ 
fantaflical Religion of thole times] in her 
Will, that they fliould celebrate a Hunting 
of Wild-Beafts. Befides this, fli? ordered a 
Statue of T>iana to be made. To ^ianaf 
the Governed of all kinds of Hunting, were 
ifuch Shews often cqnlecrated, fciut not Aijif^ 
phitheatres, as Ibme belieyc. In what Situa^ 
tion that Statue flood, cannot be well gueiled, 
yet furely not in the middle of the Amphi- 
theatre, as others have imagined. Beftde^ 
this Lady ordered that Salient es Ihould.be 
made : No where elfe have we ment;i<» of 
theie Salientes^ as relating to an Amph;** 
theatre. This word is generally underftood 
for Pipes and Conduits for conveying Water } 
yet here wp ip^y alfo fufped, that it mean^ 
thofe hidden Channels or Pipes, by Nvhich 
with woncjerful Artifice [as it is twice men- 
tioned by *^ Seneca\ they caufed odoriferous 
Liquor to fpring up from the bottom to the 
top of the Amphitheatre, which then jette^ 
and Ipread itlelf in the Air, like a very final! 
Shower of Rain. Thole Effufions were cal- 
led Sparfiones j and it appears by the other 
* Seneca^ in the Controverfies, that therci 
were fopie, who talking rhetorically, call'd 
fhem, Odoriferous Showers. ■* 



9'iNat.^. l.x.e.g. Ifift.^o. ♦ L/^.jf-, 
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One may gather from this place, that fuch 
,Chamiels were com monlyunderftood by the 
Name of Sifhones : Hence it is, that in our 
Stone I miderftand by the Word Salientes^ 
rather what we now call Fountains, which 
were extremely requifite to be near the 
Amphitheatre; aiKl fuch \b that Met a be- 
lieved to have been, which we fee on Me- 
dals, clofe by xheColifeo: And indeed I am of 
Opimon, from that Z#^^/» Word, thatof^J^r- 
fente has been introduc'd into our Language, 
tho' it is ufed in a meaning ibmewhat dif- 
ferent ; and, I think, I underftand that Word 
as meaning Fountain, even in Writers : par- 
ticularly in ^^CicerOy who mentions the Fifh- 
Ponds, and the Salientes % and *^ Tliny^^ 
where he iays, that Agrippa made a great 
number of Lakes for the convenience of the 
Publick, and a Hundred and five Salient es : 
and alio in *^ Front inusy where he confirms, 
that Agrippa furnifbed the City with the 
Waters oalientes : and when he remarks 
whence they took the Waters ; namely, that 
they were fupplied by the publick Waters 
Sdlientes: znd.^^ Ulpianus^ where he names 
4c Cocks of the Ciftern, which were fixed 
to the Salient es. 

Of all thefe things our Ltcinia [whom 
wc muft believe to have been a Lady of note, 
fince ftie was able to defray the Charge of 

V P4W». /.J. 17. *6 L. 36. 9. If. *■' Vijiqudd. art. lol 

an 
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an Amphitheatrical Hunting3 ordered they 
fliould be exhibited in honour of her Son, 
and the Game celebrated in his Name, as if 
he had been at the expence thereof So 
vre find in *» D/e?, that Ai^guftus exhibited 
Qames in the Name of his Sons, and of his 
Nephews alfo ; as we learn from the * "" Lapis 
Ancyranus. We read alfo in »' Tacitus j 
that ^rujius in his own Name^ and that 
of his Brother G^r;^^;^^^^, celebrated Gaines. 
But the daily and continued ufe of iuch 
Shews in Veronuy is much more confirmed 
by the third Infcription, which gives us to 
underfiandy that in that Place there was a 
LuduSy as the Latins named it; that is^ a 
Seminary or School, if we may fo call it, of 
thofe who were trained up for the Amphi- 
theatre. This is the Meaning of the Word 
ufed in Infcriptions^and in this lenfe ^ ^Fabretti 
lays, it was underftood in feveral Laws, which 
Ipeak of condemning People ad Ludunf 5 but 
in them we muft underftand it of the Shews, 
not of the Gladiators only, as ^^ Gotofredus 
explains, but indeed more particularly of that 
of Bealis. Several of Iuch Games, in Rome. 
are mentioned on Infcriptions, and by Vubiiu^ 
ViBor:, and it is very rare to find then 
ipolce of any where out of Rome. In Capm 
they are found, and in Ravenna^ as we hav( 

»9 L, S¥ T5 ^/ -miS'Zv oviiudTi. *° Grut. p, 131. Mi 
nomine, aut juiorum meorum, ^ nepdtum, '' JLn, I. i . 
J^ Infc. p, 198. 33 c. Th. ad 1 8. de Vosn. 

1 



Of Amphitheatres. 171 

it in Cafar and Stfabo\ and the former had 
a Nurlery of thofe Gladiators, in both thele 
Cities. A great number of them even in the 
time of « ^ T)idius JulimuSy lived in Cafua^ 
))ecaufe it was furnilhed with a large Am- 
phidieatre : but that which is mofl: obferya- 
ble in our Infcription, is the hint that there 
were many of thole Ludi in Verona^ (ince 
Aat is diflinguiihed^ of which mention is 
m^e by the Name of Ludus TublicuSf 
But behold the Stone is deficient in its very 
Scanning. 



LVCIL • IVSTIN VS 

EQVO PVBUCO 

HONORIB. OMNIB. 

IN MVNICIPIO • FVNCTVS 

IDEM IN PGRTICV- QVAE 

©VaT • AT • LVD VM • PVBLICVM, 

COLVMN. mi. CVM SVP3RFG 

IE • STATVRA • PIGTVRA 
VOLENTE. POPVJ-O. DEDIT. 

At the Back of the £ime Inlcription : 

nPA 

KAI 
TTKH 

' This Infcription in Gruter and others, is, 

according to cuftom, very inaccprately taken. 

lfrui.Sfart. The 
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The countcrdiftinguiflied Letters arc wantiiji 
in the Stone, and I have fupplied them 5 bui 
in the fifth Line, where, in afl printed Works 
the Word PARTEM is put in, the Stont 
has room but for two Letters, fo that it coulc 
not have expreffed any thing elfe but ITEM 
which Method is ieen in others, and perhap 
it was; wrote for IDEM, as is often obfervec 
in the popular way of pronouncing, whicli 
varied between thole two : lb that here AT 
is made for AD. Hence Lucilius Jujtinus^ 
after having, in that City, performed th€ 
Fundion of Magiftracy, in all its Degrees, 
with confent of the People, made four Arches 
in the TorticOy which led to the Ludus 
^ublicus 5 where alio Pillars were built and 
covered, paved and painted. By the word 
Superfipies, the Writers of the Civil Law 
underftand all that is above ground. The 
two Greek Words on the Back of the Stone, 
I take. for that proverbial Saying, uftdeven 
in our Language : Time and Fortune ^tjj- 
ciow (SpMj as we h^ve it jn ^hilo^ at the 
End 01 his Book on the Creation ; however 
they have tranflated if HoraSy tho' it fign 
nifies Sealbns. 
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CHAP. .XV. 

St Account of the Amphitheatre of 
Verona in the latter Ages. 

WE have already mention'd how long 
it is fince the firft Circuit of this Pile 
began to give way, tho' it is credible, that 
it received a very fatal Blow, at th^ time 
when Gallienus^ being apprehenfive of the 
hvafions of the barbarous Nations, built the 
Walls of Verona in great hafte, fince wc 
difcover that Stones, which had formerly 
been in the Amphitheatre, are ftill to be feen 
in thoie Walls; and we may very well be- 
lieve, that having liich Materials lb very near 
at hand, and lb eafy to be come at, they 
made great ule of them on that occafion* 
lonce imagined, that perhaps the Top of the 
Circuit had been then demoliftied, and thrown 
on the ground, on purpofe that the Arena 
might not be pofTcffed by the Enemy, ^o as 
to overpower and damage the lower parts 
of the City from above; but I dropt thb 
Opinion, by oblerving, that the fmall part 
of the external Circumference, which ftill re- 
mains, is particularly on that Side, where^ 
in fuch a Cafe, they would certainly have 
begun to dcftroy . The laft account we have 
of Aflemblies in that Amphitheatre^ is in the 

Aas 
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Afts of St. Fermo 2xA Rufticoi namely, va 
the Year of Chrift 30+. For it is not to 
be doubted, but the Beginning of thcit 
Matyrdom happened within the Arena •^ 
fince, the Day before, the Goyemor invited 
the People to the Shew, where accordingly 
they all ' came. Thither was our fourth Bi- 
fhop, S. Trocolus^ who defired Martyrdom, 
led, tho' Anolinus chofe not to commit his 
Cruelties on him. 

The Gladiatory Shews being a little after 
that abolilhed, contributed iurely not a 
little to the Ruin of the Amphitheatres ; firf 
as the chief Uie of thole Buildings ceaied, 
they were not at pains to repair them, from 
time to time, as was neceifary for their PrC'^ 
lervation. But I think the Amphitheatre re- 
ceived befides, a much more fenfible Blow, 
when in order to comprehend it within that 
part of the City which remained on the Out- 
fide of the ancient Enclofure, they built 
another more ample than the former, which 
muft have happened in the Beginning of the 
fixth Age ; it being proved by Hiftory, that 
the laid Enclolure was the Work of Theo^ 
dork. 'Tis triie, that Wall was made of 
other kinds of Materials i namely, fmiall 
Pieces of loft Stones, fquared in a clumiy 
manner, as may be feen in feveral Places: 
But for all that, one of its Towers, a great 
part of which ftill remains, makes us bc- 

' Convioerat omms mtdtitudo PofUU ad SfeSiacubim, 

lieve. 
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Heve, that in the others [which were of a 
difierent and fbong kind of Structure from 
the Wall it felf ] feveral Stones of the Am- 
phitheatre were made ufe of in building them. 
We lee that Tower comprehended withia 
the Walls of the old Caftle, near the Arch 
de Gaviiy not being built at the lame time 
with the Cattle, as is believed, but only 
alimented in the higher part thereof, which 
is made of Brick. 

In the lower part, built of ancient Stone, 

which before had been ufed, the greateft 

of them were of the firft Enclolure of the 

Amphitheatre^ and among thefe we find 

apiece of an Architrave, which had belonged 

to die third Story 5 nor is there room to doubt, 

but the Tower was made out of the fecond 

Eticlolure, fince, between the forefaid Stones, 

and the Plaifter laid above them by the Sea-- 

liters, one part is likewife leen of the uliial 

Materials and Workmanfhip, with which 

L I the whole Wall of Theodorick was made ; 

ijay, entering the Cattle, we may fee how 

it continues within that Wall, and proceeds, 

interrupted now and then, even to the River 

by which it was bounded^ 

After the Times of the Romans ^ the firft 
mention we find of our Arenay is in the 
Rhime compofed while King Tippin refided 
in ihat City ; publiflied lately by me in imy' 
Hiftory of T)iplomdSy reduced to its true 
Fomi and Reading. In it is contained a De« 
I fcription 
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fcription of Verona s the Author of whichi 
after he has ipoke of the Walls, and die 
Towers of its Enclofure, before any other jj 
thing, names the Arenas and lays thus : 

Habet altum Labyrinthum^ magnum fer 

circuitum. 
In quo nefcius egreffusj nunquam valet 

Ctgredij 
Nifi cum Jgne lucenue^ 'oel cum f& 

glomere. 



- 



In feyeral Manufcripts^ tho' of iinall ad' 
tiquity, and fiiU lefs value, I have found f 
Work of our Archdeacon Vacificus cited^ 
who died Anno 846. This they hint to 
have been a kind of Geographical Didtiraaiy) 
in which the Arena of Verona was men-, 
tioned, by the Name of Labyrinth*^ but t 
more lure account of it we havie in Ratermi 
our famous Bifliop, in the tenth Age. H^ 
in the little Work, intitled * ^alitatis Coih 
jeiiuray Ipeaking of Ibme Revolutions which 
happened in the City, mentions a Palace ^ 
kept by way of a Caflle, and another toa 
called Cortalta^ which lerved for Cte like 
ufe ; and mentions the Circus^ by the Name 
Arena^ in which a certain Count ^ kept 
garrilbn for his own Security. The Cuflom 
in the lower Ages^ of making ule of the 

» V. Dacher Spk, t, i. 5 Iffe in ekeum qitfd Mmm iBamr 
ob cufiodimn manfitaret, 

wdcatr 
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ibdent Edifices as places of Defence, is con- 
firmed by many Evidences and Writers j and 
iikleed not Amphitheatres only, like that of 
Cajma and Nimes^ but Thertna and Temples 
had the like ule made of them ; as may be feen 
in the Life oi Innocent III. nay, Hadrian*^ 
burying Place is, till this very day, aCaftlc. 
Wc muft not omit here remarking, that 
\Fhich confirms what was Ihewn in the ninth 
Chapter, viz^ that in the lower Ages the 
Names oiih^Roman Edifices for Games, werd 
confounded one with another, and ufed after a 
firange inanhei'. Our Rhiming Poet call'd the 
Anij^itheatre a Labyrinth i for fiich did he 
imagine the many Windings and Turnings, 
the various Stairs, the circular Steps, and the 
iotemai Galleries, refembled. So likewife 
bthe time of the Romans^ the fubterraneous 
Monument of the Chiuji [which was a good 
Sample of the Tufcan Magnificence^ was, 
pofaapsfor the fame realbn^call'd a Xtabyrinth. 
TTie Theatre of Verona went by the Name 
rfCSrclc, and Setnicircle ; I mean that fituated 
te the Colline or finall rifing Ground,according 
to the famous Refcript of BeringariuSy whidi 
may be feen in TanviniuSy and who per- 
ttittcd the public Edifices to be thrown down 
?| when they threatned Danger to others. On 
*| 4(i Other hand, the Amphitheatre was call'd 
'* I Theatre in a certain Print, to which I Ihall 
ytry Ibori refer. In another Record, which, 
h ticating about that of TqI^} I fli^U p^o- 
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duce^ therein wiU be fheiVn, that even Palaces 
were called by the Name of Theatre and Tem- 
ple. However, the Name Arena is well known 
in the faid Pailage oiRateriuSy and was always 
retained among our People and the Romans 
too, from whom it was even handed down 
to us. With regard to the ancidht Deriva- 
tions, there is ftill the word CovoU^ whidi^ 
in the Veronefe Dialed, denotes covered/ 

Flaces, and the interior parts of the Aoiphi-* =. 

theatre. Cuhile^ according to Vitruvius^ 

fignifies thole Places where Stones co: Wood 

r^ft or are fupported, and upon dipfe Vaults 

were the Steps laid. Arcovalos and Arcor 

volitos [whence, in the "w^zx Italian is^ihP 

word Archivolti^ as P^oltd a Vault, is ircm 

Voluta\ this we have in the Teftament.^! 

Laft-Will of Giovanni Veronefe^ Bifhop <rf: 

Yavia^ Anno 922, and pubKlh'd by tlghellif 

which fignifies, the Arcades or Arches, aiMl, 

Vaults of the Theatre, in which theforeikidr 

Perfbn caufed the Oratory of St. Syrus to be 

made. Saraina cited a paflage in the Itinfr^ 

rary of Cyriacus AnconitanuSy in which th^ 

Name Labyrinth is given xbxht Arena % and 

'tis laid, that the Infide was furrounded with. 

Cubali and Caves : it is likewile found written 

* Cubatis^ but that Paflage, notwithftand^pg 

it is made ufe of and adopted even hy L^, 

Jtus and Bulinger^ is however of linalL Aur 

thority, fincc of that Itinerary we iSind v^ -^ 

. 4 CMUfMi f^ AntvU muliifirmhn reiimim, - \\ *^ 

I certain ; 
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tertain Account. In the GoUedion of In- 
fiaiptions^ which has the Appearance of an 
Idneniry, zs mzdc by Cjriacus^ when he tra- 
velled into feveral parts of the World, and 
]»rinted at Rome^ no mention is made of 
Vlitona ; and yet part of thofe Words is cited 
6y ' Vanviniusy as from an uncertain Chro- 
hitOy and hot at all of Cyriacus. 

Some ule or other may probably have been 
made- of the Arena^ even in the middle Ages, 
and: perhaps for Shews, altogether unknown 
to us. In- foolifh Fables and imaginary Re- 
4XMds, we have an account of Battles fought 
iiy LanceUotto da Lago, and other romantic 
•Heroes ^ notwithftanding all this, it is cer- 
Jtaib, that the Amphitheatre lerved for the 
•Fidd of Judicial Duels, that is, Combats ap^ 
^pointed Dy Judges in thofe Ages, when, ac'^ 
wording to the Laws of the LongobardSy and 
'the Inttituticns of the northerly Nations^ 
lAany Differences were folely decided by 
Jlfeels. That the like Cuftom continued 
■tenger- in Verona than in any other place, we 
may well fuppofe on account of the 0)n- 
Vcnknccbf the Amphitheatre, which excited 
Feeble thereto. I have feen myfelf in Ic- 
voral Records, Evidences of this, tho' they 
are not proper to be mentioned in this place. 
Ij3 the Ume oi Innocent HI. a perlbnal Chal- 
lenge, to fight by way of Duel, was ient by 
'the Governor of the place, to a certain Clergy. 

' N 2 ixvaxv 
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man who had kill-d an- Archpricfl^ as is. fees 
in an Epiftle of that Fopeio oiir BifliopaiiMi 
Cardinal Adelardo. whofe Name was ndt 
underftood by * BaluziOy as haying bcien 
only mark'd with an initial Letter. Bat that 
there was another kind of Trial in an, Agp 
ftill nearer our own Times, appears evi- 
dent in a long and curious Roll that I 
keep in my domeftick Treaiury of Monu- 
ments, wrote in the Age 1 300 : in it is con- 
tained an account of the Trial of Judgemeot 
regarding certain Perfbns, furnamed Vifcanti^ 
in the Year 1 263, by wayof Exammation and 
WitnefTes, who pretended that they and their 
Forefathers had, for more than a hundred 
Years, been in pofleffion of the ToD or Tax 
of the Gates of St. Stephana and "^ Vefcavt^ 
and of all Ingreis by Land or Water from th^ 
Part J and alfo inpojjeffian of the ^ Entrance 
tOy and Honour of the Axcm^ on occafiM \ 
of Combats -judged and performed m the \ 
fame Arena. Some of the Witneffes affirm, I 
that for every judicial Combat fought in th? ' 
Theatre, they always had receiv'd twenty 
five Litres of Veronefc Money ^ with an 
Obligation to keep the place lecure : And 
they affirm, ^ thatj in order to guard the 

m 

. ^ U^. \. ef.j^%f, '^ Introitumt ^ Hvnwem. 

* jirenA occafione fugnarum judicMMrum, qudjltmf ^ i]^. 
Arena. "f 

9 Ire ad Thiatrum pre cuftoJihkh battriiun cum henMkfs 

armjttis. 

Com^ 
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CtmiatantSy they had feen them fever al 
tmes, go to the Theatre ijijtth armed Men. 
From this fingular Record we learn, that 
our Amphitheatre ierved a long time as a 
fiec Field for Duels judicially decreed : 
And it is credible, that becanie of the Fit- 
defi and Security of the Place, People 
r I from other Parts came thither ; by which 
the Gommunity of the City received a Tri- 
bute^ * from ' thofe to whom it was farmed 

But one thing cannot be deny'd as pecuv 
BWy in favour of the People of Verona^ 
and not, common to any other Citizens what- 
CTcr: The Hiftory of our Amphitheatre ter- 
mioates with its Reftorations, having been 
4ways repaired without ever grudging the 
Money laid out therein, even till our own 
tttnes. The other Amphitheatres have not 
.- iKcn fb fortunate in this reiped, not even 
.1 diat of Rome, and would to God it had but 
. I bad (be lame goodLuck to have elcaped being 
^Idcmolifli'd ! as that of Tola had, as we fhaU 
llhcw in another place. However, publicJe 
^llkcrees^ m^de for reftoring arid keeping up 
^1 Aie Fa^irics ,cf. Amphitheatres, I think, can 
ijl be Aewn no where elfe, but in Ferona, and 
flus more anciently than what can be weH 
inu^ioed. A moft fingular Code is preierved 
|i^|vnDQg: the Archives belonging to our cano; 
ip|(h)(L Chapter^ V^rote in the Year 1228, in 
•bicli is contain'd the Fermefe Statute, or 

3Sf 3 the 
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the Charge enforced by the Gommonity the» 
on whoever ftiould be invefted with thcQ 
fice of Todejia or Governor, and by faA 
promilcd and Iwom to; which payed ti 
way to the Compilation of thole Statutt 
In this Code, at the Faragn^h which,' 
they were numbered, is the i^Tid^ we ^ 
that the Governor promiiod, /ir repati 
tione & refeitione Arena ^ difVimmmufi 
pendam in meo regimine^ infra^ftK mmj 
ai initio met regiminis^ quingentas Hard 
ita tamen quodhoc pojjit immufdri njoh 
tate Canjiliij vel Arengi. This admiiafc 
Record and the Contents of that Fars^ji 
I owe to Mr. Chancellor Campagndd^ ^ 
tranfcrib'd it for me, and who, with va 
great Judgment and incredible DiligeBC 
has beautify 'd and put that fame Repofitoi 
in order. The Sum of 5 oo Livres was vc 
confiderable in thofe days, and therefore ti 
Defire of the Inhabitants of our City, t 
find, not fmall, even at that time, I fay, if 
having that TreaJure kept up and jrcfc 
vcd. ' 

As the forefaid Book may be call^ '^ 
firft Statute^ lb may alio aho&er, whicli 
kept in the particular Mujkum -of «he Fin 
iftditors of the City, be reckodied the fecori 
It was wrote in different YeaM,* tho* no jw 
thereof is after 1376. It cofltaifls the Si 
(utes ieveral times regulated and preioS^ 
tinder the Government of Hh&Sc^gifrs^ w 
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» diyided into fix Books. In the end of the 
fiift there are the Ele£Uons of the People, 
who confcr'd the Government upon them, 
bat afterwards degenerated into a Monardiy. 
In the fourth Book, Qiapter 156, we find 
they had ordered all the Gates of the Arena 
10 be fliut, which formerly had been kept 
open, ^nd in the following manner did they 
provide for its being guarded and kept in 
(Mrder. 

§luin mult a maleficia in Theatro five 

Arena commijfa fint haSfenus, & poffent 

€immitti de cetera y ftatumus & ordinamus^ 

(fwd didtum Theatrum^ five Arena^ clau^ 

film permanedt^ & c laves port arum ejus, in 

majfaria communis Verona y vel apud mafi^ 

fmum di£ii communis ponantur, & ftent\ 

iy fi quis fregerit port as ^ velmurum ipfius 

Theatri per fuim^ puniatur in xxv libras 

fro quoqucy & quaque vice. §luod denun- 

tiare teneantur & debeant jurati^ & cu^ 

fiodes noiiis guaitarum cirCUm/lantium ea-^ 

dem die vel fequenti banum ad voluntatem 

Domini Tote^atis vel curiJe auferfndo. Et 

fiquis in eo Theatro fecerit aliquam Tkrr- 

fitudinem $ puniatur in 5 foUdos pro mo-F^ 

fuoque^ & qualibet vicC'-^-'-^Trocuratdfes 

communis Verona infra 15 dies officii Jui 

teneantur inquirere per covalos habitantes : 

^fi invenerint dliquem habentem cloacam^ 

vel^foffamy vel fcaffam^ difcurrentem in 

^oTbedrOy vel Jtreniy &c. 

N4 The 
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The third Statute is that which was regulated 
anew, and printed y/^^w 1475 ; in it maybe 
ieeh the foreiaid Ordination, repeated with but 
little Difierence, only a Penalty is laid on 
thofc who fliould remove any of the Steps 
out of their places, or carry off any of the 
Stones ^ befides, another curious Law is fubr 
Joined, which every one may obferye in Print. 
Jn a Poem wrote by Tanjilo Saffb^ in the 
Year 1480, I find tfiat the greateft part of 
tji?. Sfeps was wanting : The Text is in MS. 
snd in my own Colleton, in which is ex- 
prcls'd that the Arena w^s gn^ibus vacua. 
But in the Age 1 5 00 they fell to work to 
•, repair it in good eamelt, and in the Year . 
I $ 4^ . It was indeed an exgelleot Inftitution 
to eled Ibme confiderable Gtizen or other, 
from time to time, whole chief Care Ihould 
be to keep the Amphitheatre in good Or- 
der and Repair. Twenty-three Years after> 
Jhere was a voluntary Contribution of the 
Xnhabitants, raifed for making the Steps a- 
;new, and for putting them in their true 
,yiaces. In the Year 1 579> a Tax was laid on 
^for four Years, for defraying the Charge of 
repairing l^e Amphitheatre^ znd a Refolu- 
. tion taken to petition the Government, that 
^ part oiihp Fines or Amercecnent, fliould be 
• applied thereto. Other like Decrees were en- 
^ae4 l?vf ral Um?? in theCouncil of' ^Twelw 

' «? A certMn Order if Magifir/^tes in the siat$ pf Venice^ 
cpn0fng (fii, 4ndj^^iMt9rs. ' ' - -■ * 
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and likewile in that of Fifty, who tefiify 'd on 
e?ery occafion their Zeal and Care in io 
commendable and noble a Defign. Among 
the others, in the Year 1 606^ it was agreed 
and ordain'd, to increafe, for the future, the 
pecuniary Fines two Sols in theLivre, in the 
the criminal Caufes of the Confulate, in order 
that the Money arifing therefrom, might be 
iapplied for the Uie of the Amphitheatre» 
wd by means of the Reftors, to petitioti 
the Government to confirm that Decree. 
Soon after the double Guardianfhip, and the 
applying to the Reparation of the Amphithe- 
atre was wifely put in ufc, by creating two 
Prefidents, or Gverfeers of the -/^r^»^ 5 which 
Office [after the many other moft worthy 
Perfbnsr who have been in it^ is ?t prefcnt, 
widi great Diligence and Zed, held by the 
Counts Gomberto Giuftiy and A^ofttno Ranh 
baldi. 

And fince at prefent all the Rows of Steps 
are replaced and fihifhed from the Bottom . 
to the Top of the Amphitheatre, I don't 
think it amifs to caft an Eye on the Vero-o 
»^ Youth, and the flourifliing and nume- 
rous Nobility of our Country, who have 
been excited fbmetimes to make ufe of this 
£ngular and incomparable Field, for giving 
proof of their martial Genius, and exercifing 
their Valour therein. 

To renew • ibmetimes the iblemii Exerciies 
at Arms on horieback, which for ib many 
Ages had been laid afide, would furely 
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h6 one of the moft elegant and ibperb En* 
tertainments that could^ in theie days, be 
ieen any where, or upon any occafion what* 
ever; inch without doubt would be our 
Amphitheatre, in feeing it full from the Bob- 
torn to the Top all round wiljh Spedatoo. 
An Appearance like this furpalles Iinagina- 
tion, and would become the only proof, that 
we ftill participate of the ancient Ideis, and of 
the Roman Grandeur in Shews ; and certaiqly 
a better Convenience than this could not be 
defiredy or a greater Excitement for ceb* 
brating, from time to time, Diverficm, in 
which Valour has a Ih^e, and which, 1^ 
deviating from the miierable Ulage of our ovm 
I'imes, which chiefly leems to infpire Fecqde 
with Efieminacy, and fuch a kuid of S^- 
hefs^ as if contrived on purpoie to debafe 
our already wretched Nation, and make it 
more and more indolent. 

In the laft Age ; I find an Account pf two 
Tournaments, much more Iblemn than any I 
have met with 5 one in die Year 1(554, the 
other in 1622. In this laft, the firfl; Premium 
was gain'd by the Marquis Aleffandro ds 
.Monte J of whom Orlando Tefcettiym his 
^ialogo dett Honore^ makes mention, as 
does Talladh in his Hiftorypf Friulh and 
Brifoni in his Hiftory of Itafy j as a Pcrfon 
who afterwards became a great General, as 
may alio be ieen in his Life, publiihed by 
Conie Gualdo: and indeed much, morc.inay 




be i^ ia oismy oCiib^owQ Lett^ ^ 
thct^ctlCTs<)fCa!rdmal MtKiurinje^ andtitherS) 
io Win : The firft of^ tbcfc are pre&rv'd by 
thofe to whom hb.Virrotfe; bat tUat 'dtfaet 
Tikfidigp wtrc HkcwHe pcrfdmiM in the laft 
A^/tho'we haYeito][iatlticulaDr&ektic3^ there; 
of publi&ed^ maybe coaje£hired from that moft 
rare Hrint in large of the Arena, engraven 
Arnio rtijj the like 6f which, till then, hid 
oeVer been ieen ; a Copy l^reof is, by godd 
todk, now abroad in the world. In this -F^int we 
fee a Tilting delinUited from the. Life, with a 
Repreieittation of the whole Appearance, and 
the Cavaliers in Armour^ and the ^Dibits they 
wore, with the Arms of their Families upon 
their Slpelds ; together with the two Cham- 
pions in the Atdtude of running oh one ano- 
ther with their Lances, but ieparated by a 
Bar between them: there like wife are the 
Redors reprefented, fitting on a Bench, with 
the Judges and the Rewards lying by them. 
'Tis credible, that many Tournaments were 
made in ancient Times. Sarainay in his 
Hiftory^' mentions one in the Year 1222. 

The Command of FVicrids, and the earaeflr 
Defire of many others, have at laft firevail'd 
with me to mention here alio the Tilting with 
Lances and the Courfe-at the Ring, wbich^ with 
as fuitable a Preparation as the Times would 
aflow, was perform'd in the AreHa, the 
loth of Nov^^mketj fti the Year 171 6, on 
the Occafion of tht Arri^ ^ the iOtifliious 
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Prince, the pielent BlsBxx of B^uatia, n 
Verona, llie Rain, whidi usfomituitel] 
laAed all that Day , tho' but a^finaUcm 
neither hindred the Performance^ nor de 
prived many of the Spedators fiom ieein] 
L The Part of the Matter of the Field 
was performed by the Cmat Cozd^Co:ai 
a Gentleman who has had but few Equal 
in this noble Art, and been honoured* an< 
£>ught after by feveral Princes. The Judge 
appointed at this Solemnity were the fol 
lowing ; namely, the . Marquis: Ottaviatk 
Spolverimyzxid the Count Gomberto Giujii 
the Marquis Gio Carlo Malafpina^ and th< 
G>unt Rkciardo San Bonifacio. 

The Adors or Combatants were, < 

^ • • 

Count Giugno Vompei^ 
Count Alberto Tonj^ei. 
The Marquis Scipio Maffei. 
Count Afcanio Maffei. 
i Count Alejfmdro Sanbafiidni. 
Count Emtio Emilii^ Km^toi Malta. 
Co\}XA Rambaldo Rambaldi. 
Count France fco Rambaldi. 

The Seconds^ were as foUowSi 






, Couat Gerolamo Rambfildu 

; * ' Signo 



Count Gtttam BeviUcmui. 
Tbchbm^Gerolamc Sfolvertm^' 

Maiquis^fff0f»0.tKtfri«w/9 :X ■ ;J 

Sipior Btrtclth 'P'Uegrmi. ■ 



End of tit Firfl BoeL 
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C H A P. I. 

Of the Prints wbicb hitherto have 
been made of the Amphitheatre. 

PFTER the Hiftorical Account 
\ given of the Amphitheatre, wc 
I fliall proceedto examine the Strac- 
j ture it ftlf J and indeed it would 
aflbrd us but little adranuge 
fwhere we treat of an Edifice] to have a 
knowledge of the outward Fans thereof, if 
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mderftood not its Form, and the Artifice 
\ vrbicb it was built: Nor would the 
\Xf& of Arts, I mean Architedure, for; 
itii we ajre Iblely beholden to the Ancients, 
iye any advantage thereby. I know 
^ well that my Care herein will at firft 
If be reckoned too great, and my La- 
r ulelefs, fince lb many Antiquaries and 
faiteds have wrote already on this Sub- 
; and befides, the Draughts of the Am- 
theatres already publifhed, are fo ample 
..fumptuoiis, that mofl People will be of 
i^QD, that nothing is left for me but to 
cat what they have faid, and copy anew, 
is ufiial in this preient Age. But I am 
far from foUowinjg this Method, that I 
■ in my very Beginning obh'ged [with the 
5 Deference I have always ufed in wri- 
iQ to aflure the Republick of Letters, 
i;faitherto litde or nothing is known about 
q^theatres, and the Draughts handed 
jqt, ferve, for the moft part, only to give 
ffotion of the Infide of them, and their 
A eflential Farts, quite contrary to what 
5y are in reality. It appears very odd to 
Be People, that I have the boldneis to iky 
«r and then, that Antiquities have all need 
t(e repaired or done over again : But per- 
ps this fhort Eflay may produce Evidences, 
L fqpporting the AfTertion ; and may I be 
rmitted to lay [without any way departing 
m that Humility, within the Bounds . of 

. which, 
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which,- 1 ought at aay rate to cdntaih-M 
£rlf 3 that as now the fourth Age is goiii 
on J nay, with regard to If afy^ the fifi^ 
fince Literature was revived : it is therefbri 
high time, that Ibme certain kinds of Stud] 
ihould be advancing, and an end put ft 
Authors copying from one another ; and K 
aim at a Reputation, and a Merit in Boc^^ 
which is commonly done now-a-days, nol 
by a thorough Examination of things, d 
by leading People to Truth ; but as the^ atx 
coftly, and come from Places far off: abbv< 
all, if they are bulky to the Eye, and ah 
only valued as they make a gaudy Figure 
and become a part of rich Furniture, whidi 
cuftom in valuing Books has been very & 
tal to Literature in general. "^ 

But to proceed, with regard to Amphf 
theatres entirely of Stone : I am of crpiniai 
that they were not made of a different kfflc 
of Architefture, like the Temples ; but fi 
very uniform, that if we had one entire, vfi 
might by it judge of all the others: hn 
as we are not lb happy, we muft fcarch fel 
a right underftanding of them from the dif' 
ferent Remains we ftill have of the Amphi 
theatres pf Rome and Verona^ fince tholi 
two are the mofl magnificenr, and beft pre 
fcrved of any* Of the one we have the €t 
temal Part remaining, of the other the Entraili 
if we may fpeak fb of iuch Bodies. Might 
things have been told us about the Ma^iif 

cen( 
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ccncc of that of Capua ; but that which i« 
iflerted by * one who has celebrated it 
moft, agrees very ill therewith, iiamely, 
fliat its infide was not made of Stone but 
Brick y be that as it will, what remains 
is lb little, that it cannot afibrd us any 
f peat light therein : and yet we find it intireiri 
moft Prints, tho* this, as is ufual, is the 
toeer Work of Imagination. It is commonly 
j^ven out that the Amphitheatre of Nimes 
k exceedingly well preferved, yet thofe 
iKrho have accurately examined it on thci 
1^, lay the contrary; fior indeed, as I 
mve already hinted, can we have any fuf- 
Ident Evidence, that it was an Amphithea- 
tw. To the jR^w^» Amphitheatre then, and 
to that o{ Verona^ we muft have recourie, par- 
Btularly to the latter, Cnce the greateft Diffi- 
teity confifts in knowing well the Internal 
and the Windings of the Stairs, and the 

ges which gave occafion to thofc of the 
ymddlcAges to call AmphitheatresL^^r/»/i&i'^ 

regard to which that oiRome affords Imall 
^ t, becaufe thofe Parts do not fubfift. 
Wc may conjefture from all this what 
jround there was for the AfTertions of thole 
[wo have diffulcdly wrote on Amphithea- 
Jftsj tho' they never came to ftudy from 

at Verona^ which alone could have 
them Light therein. Such Authors 

ver Ihould have neceflarily made it 

*? lft»(f. Ant, t. 3. ^dg. 25-8. Dm. l$.€, aa. 

O their 
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ther with other Weakneffes innumerable, an4 . 
indeed moft wonderful : for example, we readi 
* in it, that the Theatre of Vcym^cj was 
burnt in the Time of Philips ^ Macedon, 
and that behind the Senators fat the 
fourteen Orders of Knights: But befides 
all this, there are Errors in the ArchJ- 
tedonic Part, fueh as we cafinot poffibly 
imagine a Profeflbr of that Art could hare 
committed. For VitruviuSy teaching by way 
of ExampFe, to make the Steps on which 
People fat in the Amphitheatre, not higher 
than a ^ ^almopiede^ in this Bopk we read 
that he defired they might be made 110 
more than one ^alm in height ; and that 
^ahnopiede fignified nothing clfe: where 
befides that ridiculous Incongruity, if the Ai|- 
thor had ilot underftood Latin, the yery 
Tranflation by Daniel Barbarohz&it^ ^^ that 
•' the Seats or Steps ought not to be made 
*^ higher than one ^alm^ and one Foot ;■' 
and adds, '* Ko more than a Foot and fioc 
** Inches i' having well read the whole of 
that Paflage, which + Lipfius calls de- 
formed. 

We may remark, that none of the Mo- 
dern Authors or Golledors, have taken any 
notice of a Book, which is the only one 
that has mentioned any thing about theDivlfion 
or Diftribution of Amphitheatres 5 the Titl^ 

* Yag. 13. er. 28, a vitr. /. j. r/»f tf. mp.flf^ , 
4 Lipf Amfhit. <. ij. 
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Twenty fumptuous Plates, engraved by a 
Roman Architedij laying before our Eyes 
the Colifeum delineated^ part by part ; nor 
will they underftand what regard this finall 
Treatiie can ever deferve, with its ihatter'd 
Figures^ when compared with that vaft Vo- 
lume, wherein every thing is fliewn perfed. 
As to what regards that good Man, Fontandy 
the Author, , I fhall fay nothing at prelenti 
but that his Genius and Labour were very 
commendable, by not taking notice of the 
Defeats very common in Books upon that Sub- 
jcd, which treat of Matters foreign to the 
porpofe. He has feveral good things in his 
Work, and might have become very ufe- 
fbi in illuftratihg Ibme parts j but the Book 
printed in his Name was not finifhed by 
aim, nay remained imperfedj and that 
which is worie, infiead of being reviled at 
hnnei or reduced to form by iome of his 
Schoiars^ the Original was bought by Ibme 
iQtramontane or another, and fo publifhed 
ire know not by whom 5 nay, more than 
^, as it appears by the Style in feveral 
Races, it was altered and fupplied by 
the hand of a Stranger* For which reafon 
fcefides the many Errors in transforming 
Words into one another^ die Senfe is changed, 
iiid the Language fuch, that in ibme places 
k can icarcely be underftood j more than 
I'tittt, the Citations are falfe, and mifera- 
% e^refled. All thefe there are, toge- 

O 2 thct 
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^ifhed Care was about the Amphitheatres, 
having in his Books reprefented that of Rome^ 
Verondy and Tola, and given the Plansf, 
Views, Sedions, Profiles and Parts of them. 
Befides, Leon Battifta Albert iy the Floren- 
tine^ as to what regarded the Steps, the En- 
clofures of the Theatres, [in which parts they 
are the fame with thofe ofthe Amphitheatres^ J 
two Hundred and Fifty Years ago Ipoke 
much better on that Subjeft, than what we 
find uliial in modern Volumes, ^ejgodetzi 
was the only Perfbn who did honour to 
Serlioy with regard to Amphitheatres, or other 
Buildings and Remains of Antiquity. For, not-? 
withftanding he applied himlelf with the ut- 
moft Diligence to mend his Errors>which were, 
for the moft part, in the Proportions, and 
which, perhaps, proceeded from the Inaccu- 
racy of the printed Draughts miade thereof^ 
yet he ftill followed his Footfteps. Among 
all the Foreigners I know, that French Ar- 
chited, juft now named, deferves, in a moft 
diftinguiftied manner to be praifed, for having 
delineated the things of Antiquity with 
Judgment and Truth, without rearing up 
Fabricks of his own Invention, or impofing ' 
his Chimsera's upon the World for Realities, 
and real Pieces of Antiquity. We are like- 
wife very much obliged to him for having 
given the Architeiimic Parts of the four 
Orders of the Colifeo in large, and their 
Proportipns with great Exadnels. 

The 
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The Prints of the Amphitheatre of Capia^ 
were taken from a Pidurfe, which the Arch- 
bilhop Cefare Cafiay [^Baronius's Matter for 
the Law J cauled to be made in his Palace, 
reprcfenting it as they imagined it had been 
in former times, without having further 
light therein, but what ihey had from the 
two undermoft Arches, which are preierv'd 
till this day. 

However, in the Book of « Les Anti^ 
^uitejs expliquees^ or Antiquities explain' d^ 
It is lecn with ftveral Gates, in the fourth 
Story, and which are entirely out of place, 
and are very differently reprefented in 
the Canon Mazochio's Book. From the 
forementioned imaginary Pidlure, we have 
the Print of iiich an Amphitheatre hinted at 
by 5P. Vitaliy a regular Clergyman of Ca- 
fua^ in his ^ Mathematical Lexicon. That 
rf Nimes was engraven by Gioanni 7oldo^ 
Grajfer^ and Lipjius^ and on loofe Papers 
and in ih^ Atlas of the Cities of France y 
printed in the Year 1706, and laftly, in the 
Antiquities explain' d. In thole Books it is 
^ven out to be the beft preferved Amphi- 
theatre of any ; but why do they not then 
icprefent the Infide thereof, and its other 
different Parts ? On the contrary, they fliew it 
in fuch a manner, that People can make really 
but very little of it ? Torello Saraina^ the 
ICftorian, and Giovanni Caroto the Painter, 
in Serlio's time, undertook to give us Draughts 

'Tom. ?. fUte jaq. * In v, ThMtrum. 
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Qf the Arena of Verona^ nor was their La- 
bour therein contemptible. But in the Year 
1.560, Tierro Ligario publiftied a new Print 
phereof, caft off in Lafrerio's Rolling-Pre% 
upon loofe Paper.. In the iame Sheet he &ave 
the exterior and interior Uprights, together 
with the Seftion arid Plan : but in the whole 
very little regarded Truth, or obferyed the 
Meafures or Proportions therein : nay, the firft 
Parts he delineated according to his own Fancy, 
This EHraught had, however^ a greater run 
thanr any of the others, it being ufuai for 
fifkitious things to meet, with more applaufe 
than thofe that are real ;. as Romances are 
commonly more admired by, Ibme People 
than true Hiftory . This Print, together with 
air the Reprefentations of Statues in it, 
was exadly copied by Lipjius^ and inierte(i 
in his Treatife on Amphitheatres out of Rome:^ 
and afterwards exhibited by the Publiflicrs 
of the pofthumous Works of ^mviniusy oij 
the Antiquities of Verona ; in fine, this 
Draught has hitherto fcrved, and ftill does 
for an Original to thole who have a mind 
to latisfy popular Eyes with a view of our 
Amphitheatre, and of other iuch Buildings 
too 5 fince it has been copied in order to rc- 
preient likewife that of "^ Auttm. 

But "Defgodetz did not go this way to 
work, for in the Antiquities out of Romej 
exhibited by him, he has given only our 
Arena of Verona a place in his Book. He 

5^ F. Ant, exfUm*dy torn, j. 
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examined it himfelf on the fpot,and according- 
ly has publiftied four Prints thereof, in which 
ibme things are much better reprelented than 
in the other Drawings made betbre his time. 
He was, however, not ib lucky in under- 
ftanding the moft intricate parts of the Build- 
ing, nor indeed in comprehending weU, what 
is of the greatefl; importance, the internal 
Difpofition of the Parts. What regards the 
exterior and interior Views, is very much to 
be commended, and much more in large 
than any other way, is that Print of it pub- 
lilhed in Verona j in the Year 1696^ by Vd- 
kntino Majieriy the intelligent and curious 
Tojfejfor thereof y in which what was wrote 
under it was well didated, and the additional 
Ornaments compleatly drawn. The Words 
were inferted by Doftor Giufeppe Morando^ 
a famous Phyfician 5 the Drawing made by 
our own Lodovico T)origni. The Draughts, 
by which I have endeavour'd in this Treatile 
to reprefent the lame Amphitheatre, part by 
part, in its various Views, and internal Struc- 
ture, are fuch as have never been till now in- 
veftigated, and by which that of i?^;z?^, and 
of aU the other Amphitheatres, can be un- 
derftood : All thefe Drawings have been the 
commendable Labour of Signor Saverio Ave- 
fani^ Citizen oi Feronay who in the late War 
with the Tufksy was in the Station of Engi- 
neer, wherein he did not a little Cgnalize 
himfelf : the Engraving ts done by Signor 
irmcefco Zucchi. G H A ? . 
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Tlje entire Meafures of the Veronefe 
Arena, andoftheO:X\{^ViV£i\ with 
an Account of the exteriour Parts 
thereof 

THE external and internal Form of 
the Edifice, is oval : The firft Me^- 
liires which I caufed to be taken were of 
the two Axes of the Ellipfis, and of the J^ine 
of Contour. The greateft Length then, 
from the firft Arch of Entrance to the other, 
is 450 Veronefe Feet, and the greateff Breadth 
360; the Length of the Area or Fia22» 
taken within the WaDs, which circumicribc 
it, is 218 Feet 6 Inches, the Breadth 129, 
the exterior Circumference or firft Encloliirc, 
1290 Feet. The Veronefe Foot is exadly 
one Third more than the Roman Falqi of 
the Architeds. 

The Colifeoy according to Fontand^ 
Aflertion, was 564 of our Feet in length, 
broad 467; the Area 273 long, and 173 
broad J the Circumference 1566 Feet. 

The fine Print of Aleffandro Specchi the 
Archited, engraven in Rome in the Year 
1703, makes the interior Length 300 Feet, 
and the Breadth 203 5 but this Difference 
arifes. from Fontanas having mealured, as 

he 
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he ought to have done, within the Wall of 
die ^odium^ which at prelent is buried un* 
der ground ; and Sfecchiy from the Vefliges 
of the next Round. 

The Height of the Roman Amphitheatre, 
which » Ammianus laid went beyond the 
reach of human Eyesy amounts to 140 Feet, 
including the 8, or thereabout, loft by the 
Rifing of the Ground all around it, which 
in afliameful manner, has been carried thither 
hy Cart-Loads. Above the upper Gomifli 
diere was a Gourfe of Stones more than what 
it is at prefenty of which lome pieces, about 
three or four Palms in length, as yet remain 
here and there at the top, and ierved for 
the Ornament above that Courier as may be 
feen by our Drawing thereof : There were 

\ likewife three broad, but low Steps, which, 
at the footof the Amphitheatre, furrounded 
it quite, and by which they afcehded to the 
firft Entries. 

Tis credible our Arena was built in that 
manner all around, on purpofe that the Pave- 
ment of the firft Portico might be higher than 
the Level of the Streets without. The 
Height remaining at prelent, is about 80 
Feet, including the 6 which are under ground, 
and alio the fourth Order; nor is there 
any doubt but that fuch an Order has 
been, becaule we fee the very Stones above 
the third, which form'd the firft Tyre or 
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Belt thereof, if we may fo call it, and part of 
the fecond, with the beginning of two plain 
Pillars ; fo that the Height could not be^. ^ 
lefs than from i lo to 120 Feet. The Stcp^;; 
remaining at prefent are in number 45, ex- 
cluding the firft, which is under ground, jl 
a^ is likewiJe that which fupported theOpcr^ " 
ings above, and the fmall Stairs quite levelled. 
Twenty-two thouland People can conve* i 
nieritly fit around it, allowing every one a 
Foot and a half of room. Being now 
begin with .the drft Enclofure or Wall 
the Amphitheatre, and as ours is almoft cjuite,- 
demolilhed and loft, and the little part r©^ 
maining wanting;' I therefore thought it ne^. 
ceflary to exhibit a View of the Amd&i-JLj 
theatre df Homey which, as good lucS^ i 
would have it,- ha^ ftill a part of the cxf^j 
tcmal Enclofure exceedingly well prefervcd,;^ 
being the moft fuperb Remain of ancient ^ 
Magnificence extant ; as there are four Floors]! 
or Stories, fo are there as many different Or- 
dersv of Architedure ufcd : with four Row* 
of Pillars coming out from the Surface of the 
Building, Mezzo^relievo ways. In the firflt 
twoOrders the Pilafters projeft two Thirds ouf-s : 
ward, in the third about half the Diameter { 
the higheft of all, are flat and Iquare, which, . 
at fuch a diftafice, delights the Eye much/ 
better, than if it was otherwife. The firft. 
Floor or Story, namely, the loweft of all, 
is of the "Doric Order, without Pedeftals $ 

the 
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with that Zone or Bandage above the Ctomiflb j 
of which I have akeady Ipoke, and more 
than this, I have cauled to be added in my 
Draught thole kinds of Battlements or 
Pinacles made like very finall Pyramids, 
with Balls upon them $ which Ornaments at 
the Top have been ill left out in the De- 
fcriptions of others, fince we lee them cx- 
adly lb on all Medals : not only was this 
graceful in finilhing, but necellary for the 
Security of the great Cornifh, and for counter- 
ballancing the Out-jet or Projedion above. 

That the Amphitheatre oi Capua was like- 
wife built on the Out-fide with the lame 
four Orders of Architefture, is commonly ai^ 
ferted ; but how can this be affirmed, finee 
no more than two Rows of Arches of the 
firft and loweft Stories are to be leen, and 
are the only Arches that repiain? And fincef 
none of the higher parts are prelervcd, we 
can fcarcely be certain, that there has been 
four Stories ; and we have no Evidence to 
the contrary, but that the Building might 
have been continued with the lame Order 
of Architedure upwards, like the Am- 
phitheatres of Verona^ Tola and Nimes. 
There is a Gontroverfy about the two Arches 
remaining at Capua^ whether they are T^ortc^ 
as Sanfelici imagines, or Tufcan^ as the Canon 
Mazochio thinks. According to the. current 
Idea People have about the Orders, fuch a 
Dilpute will appear odd j but in my own 

Opinion, 
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opinion, 'tis a Matter of Indifference, even 
to thofe who are moft skilled in the Art. 

The Arena, however, oiToUy was called 
T)m€ by Serlio*y by Talladio, Tufcan. 
DannleVj a French Architeft, calls that of 
NimeSy Tufcan^ the others ^oric. The 
Atlas of the Gties of France will have it 
Tufcan below, ^oric above : The Arch in 
the Gavii of Veronay was called Compofitc 
by Serlioy Corinthian by Daniel Barbara. 
The firft Story of the Colifeo is faid to be 
^oricy however they don t make the Freeze 
of it plain and finooth : The third Floor or 
Story iis Corinthian, but without Carving or 
Ornament, except in the Capitals : The fourth 
isCompofite, but with Corinthian Capitals, 
and like thofe of the third. The Pillars a- 
bove one another do not diminiih in Di- 
ttcnfion, according to Rule, but are all of a 
tidckneis; and the Void of the Arches, the 
Farts, and Ornaments, and Meafures, in the 
different Stories, have not that Diverfity of 
hoportion which is believed to be effential 
to difierent Orders. Fontana, befides the 
View of the ColifeOy does not, as was ne- 
cejOkry, give the Parts in great, according 
to their Meafures, or exactly delineated. 
The Reafon he afiigns is, becaufe iiich Parts 
pQt together, don't fatisfy the Eye ; having 
the Members enlarged according to their 
IXftancesi but this, I own, was a great 

Pre- 
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Precept to Art. Some have remarked, thaC 
the Corinthian Capitals in the Colifeumy were 
not delicately wrought, but methinks it 
would have been ridiculous to have cut the 
Foliage or Leaves finely at that height, and 
in fuch a Building ; as it would be equally 
ridiculous to follow that Manner in making 
them Imopth in a Hall. As for the Meaiures 
or Proportions, and Parts, one would think, 
when we know the Orders themfelves, wcf 
confequently know all that is neceflary : But 
it remains to be obferv'd, whether the An- 
cients, in the Rules of the Proportions, and 
diflerent Members of the Building [as now* 
eftablifti'd by many in the Orders] held them 
as a perpetual and univerfal Law, or if, in 
the fame Orders, Mealiires, and Manners, 
they differed, according to the various Kinds 
of Buildings or the Judgement of the Architeft, 
or according to the diflerent Circumftances 
of things. All which muft be underflood with 
Moderation and within certain Limitations: 
For I fee that Vitruvius^ after having treated 
fully about the Pillars in Temples, when he 
comes to fpeak of Theatres, he handles that 
Subjeft in a different manner, and lays, that 
the Proportions and Meafures ought not to 
be the lame in lacred Edifices, where the 
whole ought to breathe forth Gravity ; but 
that Genteelneis or Slendernels agrees well 
with Portico's and other liich Works. 

The 
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The more d<^ the Thought of thofe two 
notable French ^ Architefts appear ridiculous 
to mcj who made the parallel betweeti 
(mcient and modern Archite£iure ; ;and 
lay^ that as to the Tufcan Order^, we have 
nothing more left thereof in ^tiquity, by 
which we may know it, but Trajan's Pillar : 
to which they would have us have recourle, 
and not to the Amphitheatres of Verona and 
Tola^ as TaUadio has done. But, allowing 
that the laid Pillar is of any Order at all, and 
tufcdny {^ Fabretti afferts it to be T^bric on 
.account of the Flutings which it has at the 
Top3 yet it is a Work lb very extraordinary 
aiiddi£ferent from all the others, that noAr-. 
gument or Rule in the Art can be drawn 
fiom it By iiich kinds of Ideas, ^tis. no' 
wonder that the learned ^ Tranflator of /^- 
truvius thought it out of all Proportion. 
Of the cpmmon Tufcan Pillar we read in 
fTlihy^ that its Diameter at the Baie is the 
fevcntfi part of its Height, the ^oric the 
fixth^ but perhaps the Copyifts took away 
an I from the T^oric^ and added it to the 
Tufcan. 

* Harduin in this Paflage cites Vitruvius, 
for confirming it, and where, ipeaking of 
Ifac Tufcan Order, he feems to lay the lame % 

• iccMfd and ChambrMj. 3 Col. Traj. ^.87. 

4 TiTMUk. l.^.c.7. ^ lib. }6. €. 1. 

J £.4.^.7. 
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but in that place he d<s)es not treat of it in 
general. With regard to the "DoriCy in 
another place he gives us to underftand^ 
that in the^ beginning it confifted- of iixDia^ . 
meters, but that at laft they fix'd^^t to feveri. 
However Rufcimiy who feems to me to have 
uridciftood ^fr«^/»(r perfedly-^^11 • and by 
the few Words he ufcs, and the Figures 
he ib nicely adapts, makes others undtjr* 
ftdnd him too, fSys, Ipeafcing^of his Priiv 
ciples, that leaving, for greater. Beauty, the 
more confined kinds of Models^ they made 
the Height ofthe ^eric Pitiars of feven Dia- 
meters. Buttbc Marquils GtoVamu Solent 
cin afford us other Refleftions j^ this Head> 
wbrtji^y of him, whofe Friendfhip I feicerelJjr 
jnrize-5 and if my Entreaties tan prevail tp 
perluade him to^ undertake the Publication 
or. a new Edition of Vitruvius^ from what 
he has colleftdd ^already, he will plainly 
evince, that tha!t Author has not as yet been 
Wholly fliewn to the world in a true Light,^ 

teut in. proceeding to the fi.:fift Round or 
Enclofure of onr Arena, you may obferyc 
here in the fifth, Plate, the Front and Side 
of that part ftrll?:fubfifting, which cannot be 
lech to ad vantage on the ipot, bccauleof the 
ISf arrownefs of the Street in that part. The 
whole here is taken by Menfuration, and with 
very much Exaftnels ; and in this Print . the 
Profile is alio feen. A flip of Memory made 

<Def- 
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Difgodetz aflert, that there were fix Arches 
ffiU remaining of our Amphitheatre. As to 
that which is wanting at the Top, the Form 
thereof can be conceived very well from a 
pinted View of the Xx)lilcum ; and 'tis cer- 
tain, that a Row of large Windows were 
^ placed in the higher part of Amphi- 
theatres. That of Rome was built of Tra- 
vertine Stone, as well in the Circuit or cx- 
tcrfor Round, as in all the Pilaftcrs, Arches, 
Gates, Steps, and interior Stairs. Traver- 
tine \s a hard Marble, dug up in our Country, 
partly red and white, of the Quarry of Gre^ 
tA«M, as moft People believe ; which Quarry 
Hies about feven Miles from the City. The 
■Work is ruftic, but magnificent, and itmuft 
5 have been more laborious to have plained 
and poKlhed the Stones here of our Amphi- 
Aeatre, than the Travertine of Rome. The 
CMder of all the three Stories is Tufcan^ tho' 
r &me have aflerted, that it may be feen con* 
1 ftteig of three difierent Orders. The more 
L Htfflied part, namely, the upper Ornaments of 
fltic third Story, and the Capitals and Comiflies 
Lbftfie other two, are of white Marble ; the reft 
■rfjgMJhrly made of red, which doubtlefs muft 
WhsLit afforded a moft entertaining and fym- 
Aefrkal Prolpeft to the Eye ; the inner Stairs 
zdd the Steps alfb, may be feen, by what 
^ fstasamSf to have been of red Marble. The 
Sibnes made ufc of were very large, fincc 
every one of them extends through the whole 

Pz Breadtlv 
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Breadth under the Pilafters, fo as to fi 

both ways j not difpofcd regularly, 

placed without equality, or the one cc 

Iponding . to the other ; all which we h 

exadly reprefented in the Drawing. 

this Realbn ibme Strangers, perhaps, 1 

been of opinion, that the Architect ftie 

but little *sfcill therein, imagining that Ar 

tefture itfelf confifted chiefly in this. ' 

Rufticity of the Work, together with the 

tuberances of the Tufcan Order, leen in : 

a Pile, and of luch Materials, feems to 

tribute towards Grandeur and Strength. ' 

ancient Manner of not finoothing the w 

Surface of the Stones of the inner S 

which ought to join, is here obferva 

for they left a wide Border only Imoot 

the middle part under it was rough, and 

fo high as the Edges ; and this either to 

Labour, or becaufe it could not be lb 

to make them join exaftly, if they i 

pieced together neatly throughout the w 

Space 5 which, however, is not leen in e 

Point of View. By this Mark, Ibmet 

tlie Stones of ancient Edifices made uJ 

in modem Buildings, may be diftinguil 

and thereby Ibmc formerly belonging tc 

Amphitheatre are alio known: Among 

many othe^, which, in the Time of the 

ligersy were ufed in the Foundation of 

Wall which furrounds the Captain's Gar 

thofe of them above ground are Evida 
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Aat a great number of others have been laid 
in the Foundation of the forefaid Wall. 

In all this Grcuit, and likewife in the in- 
terior Parts which are of Marble, we never 
find Lime or Mortar made ufe of^ but the 
Stones placed one above another without any 
kind of Cement, and yet are pieced together 
ffi a very nice manner, clalpcd at the Top 
of the Arches with Pivots or Nails, and in 
the upright Parts, with Keys of Iron or Stones 
left projefting out in what was already built, 
tile better to join them. Such was the antique 
Way of Building, and how very ancient, is • 
dearly Ihewn in a Paflage of ® Thucydides^ 
who, in defcribing bulky Walls built round 
about the Tireus by the Advice of The^ 

' miftocleSy affirms, that there neither was 
Smd nor Lime made ufe of in them^ but 
krge Stones linked together^ and cutfquare ; 
the exterior ones were clafped together with 
Iron and Lead. In this manner, I think, 
ought his Words to be underftood. There 
are many Paflages in the Greek Writers 
which confirm this Method in Building: 
Hence, as Fontana aflerts, that the demo- 

I lifting the Colifeum, by reafon of the Conca- 
tcoatibn of the Stones and Iron Bracers, 
became a tough piece of Work to » thole 

^. Bf tbis^oftr Author tneans the Family of Parma, who, 
l» 9titr t0 huiU thi Fslaci Farnefey demolijhed P0rt rf the 

P 3 viVvo, 



who, in not a very remcrte Age from this 

diftobed or. dcinoliftied part of it* Sue] 

Ligatures or Cramps of Metal were oftl 

made ufe of in the outer Stones, as we hav 

leqn in the Greek Hiftorian jaft now quotec 

and confirms »^ Vitruviu/s Method, wh 

prefcrjlbed, that the Stones in the Front i 

JBufldings ffjould l;e linked together wit 

Lead and Cramps of Iron. From this ufaj 

in the ancient Fabricfcs, the many Hoi 

feen in the Colileum, happened to be mac 

in procefs of Time, of which fio many i 

dicutpus things have been laid? particular! 

that they either were done by the Hands 

the BarbarianSy or ferved to have Stak 

or Pol^s placed in them for fopporting Ter 

at their publick Fairs. The Learned Bifhi 

Suarejius wrote a Treatile about them, i 

conciling fix different Opinions concemii 

the Realbns why fuch Hollows appes 

But we may believe it for certain, tfc 

nothing occafioned fuch Holes, but Pi 

pies Greediqefs to take away the Mei 

,which linked the Stones to one another. . 

effeft, Scamozziy in his Book of the An 

quities of Rome^ affures us, that he knew tl 

the Cramps of Metal in every part of I 

Colifeum, were either taken away ot ; 

tempted to be ftolen. But perhaps in 1 

middle Ages, Mettal was more fcarcc a 

dearer than at other times j and perhaps! 

abi 
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. abandoning that pirt of the City where/th? 
CoUfeum ' fiood, made it become the Refoft 
rf. Drovers and Shepherds, who from Po- 
¥erty and 'Idlett?fs may have ^been induced 
to do fuch things. But I fulped fuch mi- 
foable Theft as this, was already begun even 
ifl tlje time of King ^heodoricy and the Re- 
J)roof he gave thofe who ' ' robbed Lead and 
Metal from the Walls of Buildings, may 
JwTC alluded to this. In the Arch of Sufa 
the very fame kind of Holes are leen, as 
toay be obfcrved in the Print I have given 
<S. it in my Hijioria ^iplomaticay and of 
<fce Ads J where I have cauled fuch Holes 
to be rcprefented as they are. When I was 
oa the Ipot, being asked what was the 
Cleaning of them, as a proof of what 
I have faid, I made them obferve, how they 
«"€ always found above the joinings of the 
Stones, and not leen beyond a certain Height ; 
Md beca.ufe every one there feemed diffident in 
Aat Particular, I immediately fent for GhilTel?, 
^ having cauftd fuch another Hole to be 
Blade in a place of the Building till then 
UMWched, the Keys or Cramps of Metal 
(iif^red very loon, which I carried away 
.*lfli me^ and keep among my Colledion of 
Antiiquities. Befides, that the Iron migbt 
•<la^ the bettet> and be kept free from Ruft, 
jWefind it wrap'd over with Lead, by which 
:th(i ajbote-mentioned Pailages of Thucydides 
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and Vitruvius appear true and are confirmed. 
Gioan Battifta Albert i faid, he bad obferved 
in ancient Edifices, that Iron ipoils and 
iafts a ihort time; and io it does, but they 
prelcrved it by the Method jult now men- 
tioned. The Eficft of fuch a Concatenation 
is wonderfully - well perceived in one of the 
Wings of our Amphitheatre, which ftiall very 
loon be confidered ; for there ^e fee the Stones 
sloft almqft entirely detached from the o- 
thers, and hanging without the Appearance 
of. any thing fupporting them : fo lifcewife 
one of the upper Pilafters is become very 
crooked, and removed in fuch a manner from 
the reft, as to appear ready to fall on thoft 
who look at its yet liich an Appearance has 
it made for feveral Ages, tho' every thing is 
kept in its place without falling. 

, There is one very confiderable Difference to 
be obferved in the Profile of the outer Walls of 
the i?m^;^ Amphitheatre and that oiVeronay 
namely, that in the firft, the Diminution ob- 
ferved in the Thicknels of the Wall through^ 
out every Story, inclines towiards the Infide, 
tho' the Wall itlelf is almoft perpendicular : 
whereas, on the other hand, in that ofFerons^ 
the Wall always diminifhes on the Infide, 
and retires and is leffened but little on the 
pxteriour Surface. Seriio laid, that the dt- 
minilhing towards the Infide, as that of Ham 
does, gives greater Strength to the Buildings 
and the Efied thereof feems indeed to Gcnfinn 



Of Amphitheatres. 117 

his Aflertion^ fince fo great a Part remains 
of the external Surface in the Roman Arii- 
phitheatre, and fo little in that of Verona. 
i^cverthelels, the Circuit or outer Round of 
that of ^ola^ which Irfcewile diminifties on 
the Infide, is entirely preferv'd, and we lee 
bjr the one and the other, that the contrary 
Alethod was ufed by the Ancients, and car- 
ries along with it ^e Advantage of admit- 
ting more Space in the higher Parts : The 
cfl^ of which is firft known in the Roof 
^hich covers our firft Portico ; fince the Wall 
thereof is placed wholly on the Thicfcnels 
of the lower Pilafters, which becomes lefi 
m the fecond Story j and we fee the fame 
alfo at the Foot of the other Roof above; 
fince this likewife is laid on that Part which 
fcffens in the third. 

CHAP. IIL 

^Q firft Circuit of the Arena. 

THE Arches of xht Arena, or the En- 
tries around it, were in Number 
"Seventy two ; thole of the Colifeum Eighty, 
\^ which, and at the iame time from the 
Mcafures of the great Pilafters, and the Wide- 
liefi of the Apertures, we find, that ours of 
, Verona is not fb very much lefi than it, as 
^9 imagine, tho' the wanting of the ex- 

tcraal 
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tcrnal -Circuit, and fuperb Front ii^ ours 
onakes it appear Ixnall^ in comparifon of thai 
of Rome. The Arches of the Amphitheatre 
l^if it was onej at NimeSy are only fixty « 
Nurober> as we find in the French AtUk 
already mentioned. The Arches in that 
€}Apua are !feid to have been eighty, but thdS 
who pretend to have furvey'd it on the Ipoc 
affiire us^ that there could not have been fi 
many, asnd that it is very difficult at ^d^ 
to determine the precife number of them 
and very eafy to make miftakes theccki 
They affirm the fame about this, as they d 
in making the Flan of it, with two exterio 
Portico's, the one near the other, that tb 
Builders firft had a view to make it exaftl^ 
like that of Rome ; but I Ihall not be £ 
bold as to decide this nutter. 

Every Arch has its Number engraven upoi 
it, as is ieen in the Print ; a Circumftano 
never obferv'd before by thofe who hav 
wrote about the Amphitheatre of Rome 
and indeed very ill omitted, fince fuchNum 
bers lerve to regulate the coming in and goiq 
out of a vaft multitude of People, in a ver 
fliortlpace of Time, without being crouded 
or occafioning the leaft confufion j the Inhafai 
tants of different Diftrids being io divido 
and ranged, as to have the particular Gat 
. affigAcd them where they were to entci 
The like was pradiied even in the Circik 
after the People were divided ifitb thirt 

Curiae. 
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Crnds^ and every one their Places ajjottod 
Chem by Tarquin^ as we read in ' Halicar^ 
fMJfeus and Livy. Thefe above-mentioned 
^iimbers are engraven on the Architraves, 
\irkh the Mark of the Lift they contained : 
'Xlioie of the Roman Amphitheatre, which has 
tliiity one of them remaining, namely, from 
^XIII, to LUU, are without any other Or- 
nament, betwi^en the Architrave and the 
Arch-roofi or Face of the Arch ; for which 
rcaibn I have fliewn them fo in my Draughty 
Of the Stones marked with this Number, 
placed above the Arches of our Amphi- 
theatre, but now for the moft part deftroy'd, 
one of them is ftill feen in the middle File 
of the Bridge delle Navi ; another in the 
Gate delle Carozze of Signor Bertoldo Tel^ 
iegriniy where for feveral Ages it has lerved 
for Pofts. 

There remains a part of the Rows of the 
lower Pillars, under ground, as the Drawing 
ftews; the Realbn of this is not, as ^ Lipfius 
imagined [tho' theTruth is,he appears to have 
been but ill inftruded in Archite^onic Mat- 
tea] when he writes, that the Earth giving 
Wijr, iiich great Piles of Building funk with 
thor vaft Weight downwards, in the man- 
ntr we fee them : whereas every one knows, 
tfaat if any kind of Building does not reft> 
&m and Iblid where they placed it at firf^ 

' D. Wd. lih. I. lit;./, i. 

^ Am^» c#/. 7. dtfident ttftA cfimt. 
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or if ^e Foundation fhould give way, they 
muft of courfe be disjointed, and immedi- 
ately fall to the ground. So that all this 
proceeds from the Ground being railed 
round about it, according to that fatal Dis- 
order which happens frequently in Cities^ 
when they don't take precautions againfl: it i 
and this by reafon of Rubbage fallen down- 
er brought into them. But nbtwithftanding 
this, we may, if we pleale, at prefent have 
the pleafure to lee one of the great Pilafteri 
of our Aqiphitheatre uncovered as low as 
its Bottom, the Earth having been removed 
on purpole, which gives us likewife a VieMi 
of the interior Flooring of the Portico. 

Thefe Pilafters from the Floor to the Ibi- 
poft, are ten Feet ten Inches in Height; at 
the Bottom they have a Pavement above 
half a Foot high, which comes out near as 
much more further than the remaining Part, 
and ferves as a Bafement. The Capital [fo 
was the Impofl: of the Arch called, becaule 
it goes all round] is one Foot eight Inches 
high, and the Projection eight Inches. The 
Front of the Pilafters fix Feet three Inches, 
of which Meafure the Side encreafes ibme- 
thing more than half a Foot. The Oountcr- 
front is ibmething lels than an Inch, in the 
- fore Part ; ib in proportion it is in the other 
interior Parts : all of them being made to re- 
tire or contraft in proportion, as' they met 
towards the Point, The Gounter-pilafterj 
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or the flat Pillar runs from the Foot of it 

fo the Top, and dividing the Capita of the 

Pilaftcr, helps to fupport the Architrave 5 

ks Breadth is two Feet eight Inches, Height 

nineteen Foot, of Projedion Ibmething leli 

than an Inch, and a Foot and a half in the 

Capital ; and as there are no Pillars in this 

Suilding, I have made no Model, but 

vfed the fame Meafiire of Feet and Inches* 

In the Roman Amphitheatre, the lower Pi- 

Xafters have fix Feet eight Inches of Front, 

stad in the Middle of them, in place of our 

Cpanter-pilafter, a half ^oric Pillar, which 

projefts two Feet eight Inches. The breadth 

of the Voids in the Arches is thirteen Feet. 

^mtana gives us no other Meaiures which 

make for our purpole, but thefe j fb that we 

Aall eafily make difpatch. 

The Breadth of the empty Spaces of our 

Arches, namely, of the four Entries which 

xcmain, is eleven Feet eight Inches, tho' not 

ib in every Place, as fhall be mentioned 

dfewhere : The Height of the Arch from 

the Pavement to the Top, is eighteen Feet. 

As thofe Voids ferved in place of lb many 

Gates, fo except on the occafion of perform- 

iig the Shews, they were kept fliut; 

^ therefore on the Sides of the Pilafters 

near the Front [as we fee here by the Draught 

of the Seftipn] the Cavities appear to be from 

the Ground to the Capital, almo'ft a Foot 

widc^ in which the Grates or Gates were 

placed ^ 
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placed; by which it appears they did not 
dpen^ bat on folemn Days were tafceh away 
ill together. The Architrave above thjc^ Ca- 
pitals of the plain Pillars, is 2 Feet h%h ; 
next follows the Freeze, h%hw 2 Inches. 
The one atid Che ($ther a»e' formed' plan and 
unpolilhed, frcWtt two Falciac,. if we tthsf call 
them fo ;, the towermoft with its Promihence^ 
the otheJ goes inward. However, the- Cor^ 
liifli is ortlan^e^ed^ and iis i Foot 8 IncSies 
high, ha?vitlg adniuch raorei of ftsjcftion. 

Proceedirfg to the fecondlFbor, fif ft of all 
there is aFaKci wluch iurrOuAd^' it; kiiidf^ht 
one Foot three Inches-; abo^e which t^e Pi- 
Jafters rife ;i 2 I^^eet 2 Inches 3 flttflpafre their 
Capitals, iri height i FoOtf 8 iMfaes^ at the 
foot of thett is a Lafirain cdjtavor&^ttcn'd 
Stone, let edgeways, not rtaflic but fmooth, 
3 Feet 6 Indies high, and 8 Inches thick ; 
which, by its projecting out two ^ays^ and 
by the Smoothing and ImpreflBbn made on 
the Groutid; we know it has been cbntimied 
all around, and lerved as a Pifapet and 
Fence to thole vfho may have walked in the 
Pkflage or Covered W^y of that Story. The 
Front or Breadth of the Pilafters is 5 Feet 
6 Inches, their Side is as much ; the plain 
Pilfer which they haVe in the' middte^ is 2 
Feet I o Inches broad, arid projeds 6 Irithes^ 
high above the Lajfrs tH Copa 2 i Feet i 
Inches, its Capital i FoOt 8 Inches, the Pi^- 
laftrata or Range of Pilafters, which fupport 

the 
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ihe Arch, befides the Laftra, are 3 Feet 6 
Inches, high 8 Feet 8 Inches, broad i Foot 
3 Inches ; the Projeftion of the Impoft half 
a Foot, the Height of the Arch 20 Feet 2 
Inches, Breadth of the Void between the 
Arches 1 2 Feet 3 Inches, tho' not all of them 
alike. The Thickneis of the Vault or Roof 
below, and the Flooring above, of which 
we fee the Marks in the Pilaftcrs, amounted 
to about 2 Feet 2 Inches. The Architrave of 
this Story is i Foot 7 Inches high, the Freeze 
I Foot 9 Inches, the Gornilh i Foot 4 Inches, 
and arc of the lame Form with thole aforelaid. 
In the third Story, the three Falcias or 
'Bindings, which ferve as a Parapet, are 5 
Feet high, the Front of the Pilaftcrs in breadth 
8 Feet 8 , the Side 2 Feet ; the Arch 1 2 Feet 
8 Inches high, the Pilaftrata in height 8 Feet, 
the Impoft I Foot 2, the plain PiUars, per- 
pendicular above the others, are 4 Feet 4 
broad ; but we muft remark, that they loofe 
themfelves from the Capitals of the Pilaftcrs 
upward, the whole Wall remaining equal ; 
which cannot be iecn by thofe which ftand 
below, as much on account of the Diftancc, 
as bccaufe of the Capital, i Foot 9 Inches ; 
which, notwithftanding what is above, the 
Breadth of the Void is 9 Feet 6 Inches $ the 
Arch in Front, as made a * Gufcio^ with ' 
Apertures, lb very well proportioned. Semi- 
circles fo well turned. Stones hollowed in 

i 

* J7.B. Gvi^cLO fignifies the Encarplon «/ Vitruvius, tUni is m^- 
Ornament of tht d^pual of the Ionic Order, 
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lb maftcrly a Manner, and with liich a dc^, 
lighcful Harmony of Ornaments, and lb wdl 
diipos'd to the Eye, that whoever fees ic^ 
at a reafonable Difiance, and as high as 
is poflSble, cannot latiate themfelves wkb] 
beholding its Beauty. Of this there k'^^^ 
"View in Plate VI* where the upper omaMl 
mented part of this Story is alio exhibited^ 
which meafures four Foot fix Inches in aBi^ 
but more of this in the next Chapter. 

CHAP. IV. 

Ihe upper Ornaments of the TufcailJ 
Order, never before taken noth^ , 
of by ArchiteSisi 

TO arrive at a true and perfefl: Know*: j 
ledge of the Architeftonic Parts pre- \ 
ftrved in the external Circuit of the Amphithe^' \ 
atre, there remains nothing but to oblervc it ia '• 
greaty with all the Meafures of its difieient' 
l^embers, together with their Abaci or Dye rf 
the Capital, Fillets, and Gula^ all which aie 
reprefented in the jth Plate. But the upp^ 
Ornaments of the third Story, with the Capi- 
tals on which they reft, deferve our particuis 
J regard, fince we may make thereby a new and 
' imj)ortant Difcovery, for iupplying the place 
. of a Ceiling, if we may ^o call it, which is flill 
pradifed in Building, When in the Age 1 400,- 

&e 
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the Study of the Arts and Sciences began to 
icvive in Italy 5 an Elegancy lifcewile in 
Archite&ure, after the ancient Tafte, was at 
the fame time advancing, and gaining ground 
by the pains People took to examine the 
Roman^mlAin^s minutely. The chief Matters 
in Architcfture ha ving, for the publickgood, 
colleded from them, and at different Times 
i publiflicd the Rules laid down in the Orders, 
Mc of their chief Cares was to oblerve the 
Ornaments of the Ancients ; there having 
been feveral Edifices which had prelervea 
theni, and from which they could be learnt. 
^The ^oric they chiefly came acquainted 
,with, by examining the Theatre of Mar^- 
xellus i the lonic^ from the Temple of For- 
tuna Virilis:^ the Corinthian^ from the 
^Pantheon of Agrippa ; the Compofite^ from 
ic Triumphal Arch oi Titus ; and the whole, 
^firom Remains here and there to be feen. 
^Thc Tufcan Order only, was that wherein 
[they were left in the dark, there having been 
ancient Edifice found ini?^;»^, whereon the 
laments thereof were preierved : For this 
.ealbn Ibme have believed, that as it was 
lore maffy than the others, it muft therefore 
ive been entirely rough and deprived of 
[every Beauty in the Art 5 moll People aflSrm- 
ig, that the Architraves of the Tufcan were 
Wood, as if it had been impoffiblc for any 
de Fabrick to be made in that Order. 
:withftanding all this, 'tis my Opinion 
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that this Order ought to be invcftigatei 

with more Care than the others ; not on! 

'' ?s it is peculiarly and natively our owl 

and of Itafy^ but the very fir ft and md 

ancient of any. The Compofite, the la: 

Order of all, was \ikcw\'iic Italian 'y lb ths 

of the five, Greece invented three, Itai 

two : of thele laft, one is the ftrongeft of ani 

the other the mott ornamented; the fir 

paved the way for the others, the laft pi 

a Boundary to the Art. Befides, the Tufcc 

deierved to be more ftudied than the othei 

becaufe therein is comprehended more tk 

is commonly believed, nor did it confift i 

one Manner only. I learn from - Vitruvh 

where he makes mention of the difiere 

kinds of the I'ufcan^ that there were Ibi 

who tranfpofed the Difpofitions of the Tufc. 

Pillars into the Ionic and Corinthian : hoi 

ever, he did not reckon the Tufcan amo 

the three Greek Orders, nor the CompoJ 

either*, nor in treating of the other PilJa 

does he ijpeak of the Tufcan : he rather Ipo 

of the Tufcan Ulage, with regard to t 

Diftribution of their Temples, which as 

the Symmetry of the ornamented Parts, ' 

may here conclude that they were varbu 

compofed. 

Leon Battijia Alberti the F/orentim^ w 
was the firft after the Ages of the Ancie 
that publiflied a full and learned Treal 
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bout ArchiteQ:urc, in his leventh Book de- 
:ribes the Ornaments of the other four Or- 
ers, but fpoke nothing about the Tufcan:, 
[id indeed, did not reckon it among the 
^rs. Nor is there any Miftake made in 
le Tranflation of his Book, which, by di- 
iding it into Chapters, in the Argument pre- 
xed to the eighth Chapter of the ieventh 
oofc iays, that there he treats of the Capi* 
il of the Tufcan\ tho' afterwards, when 
e Ipeaks of the Compojitcj the Arguments 
u(dc uie of there are not in the original 
\atin of the Author, printed after his death 
: Florence^ in the Year 14S5 j where, on 
ic other hand, in the foregoing Chapter, 
e vulgar Verfion has it, that the Tulcans 
lopted into their Capitals all the Ornam- 
ents they could find. The Latin fays, 
at the Italians did the like ; by this he 
cans the Capital of the Compofite or Roman 
rder. Some other Writers have bred a 
)nfu(ion therein, particularly Vafari^ who 
ys, that the Roman or Compofite Order 
U found out by the Ttifcans^ and calls the 
tfcan by the Name of the Rtfjtick Order, 
^aniel BarbarOj in his noble Tranflation 
d Uluftration of Vitruvius, treated almoft 
' every thing fully, but did not enter upon 
c upper ornamented Parts of t!:e Tufcan^ 
\ Author having mentioned nothing con- 
cning it. Bajiian Serlio^ however, gave 
its Form, tho' the whole was the Prcdud 

CLz of 



ZZ8 0/ AmPHITJIE ATRESJ 

of his own Invention and Fancy ; nor, indecH/ 
had he great Succefs therein. Philander j 
a Diiciple of Serlio^ being called into France 
by Francis I. carried Architefture with him 
beyond the Alps : In illuftrating Vitruvius 
he endeavoured likewife to ftiew all the 
Parts of the Tufcan Order, but took it nei- 
ther from his Author, nor had the Autho- 
rity of any ancient Edifice to fupport it, 
Barozzi from Vignola^ confeffed candidly, 
that in this part he had made uie of his own 
Imagination, becaufe he fays, he had not 
found any of the Tufcan Ornaments among 
the Antiquities of Rome, by which he could 
form a Rule in that^ as he could in the 
other four Orders, For which Reafbn 
4 Chambray in his Book fays, that fincc 
Architefts could not find any Example a- 
mong the Ancients, of the upper ornamented 
part of the Tufcan Order, he does therefbrcj 
he fays, not regard their Inventions. And 
yet for all this, it is certain, that thofe Maften 
might eafily have fupplied that Want, and 
have been able with good ground, to have 
ftiewn what the true Ornaments of the Tuf- 
can were, if they had but confidered qui 
Arena more accurately, than what they have 
done s for in the third Story thereof it is tc 
be feen intirely well prelerved, and elegantl] 
executed, In reading Andrea Talladfo'% firfl 
Book, where he lays he took the Goua 

4 p. 2. f . J. ' • 
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erpoifeof the Architraves^ Freeze andTai/^ 
an Cornifh, from the Arena of Verona 5 I 
mmediately thought that he alone had hit 
he Marjk : but oblerving that after this he 
hews an Architrave without Members, a 
freeze without poliftiing, a Corniih with * o-^ 
her Parts, and the Whole with various Mea- 
arcs: I then perceived that he too, becaulc 
>f the Narrownels of the Street where the 
Juilding ftands, neglected, as well as the 
tfaefs, toobferve the uppermoft Story, which 
tone delerved moft to have been confider'd j 
b tiiat he governed himlelf entirely, by only 
emarking the two Stories below, and even 
hofe he perhaps mixed with what he had feen 
n other Buildings, from which, he lays, he 
lad likewile taken it. Scamozi^ who la- 
xiur'd on the Tufcan Order, according to his 
>wn Fancy, pretended he had taken the 
whole from the Remains of ancient Buildings ; 
hit in our Amphitheatre he might have feeii 
t entire and well executed, and fo might 
lave learned thereby not to have put the 
fleads of his Beams in his Freeze. 

But leaving the two lower Stories where 
;he Architraves and Freeze are formed by 
:wo ruftic Fafcia^ as the reft are, we may 
irft obiervc, that the Capital, by which the 
li^eft Architrave is liipported, contains 
;»idcc as many Parts as the others, with a 
.'Ouilding and ftrait Gula between two Re- 
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The Architrave is next divided into four 
Parts, two Stories, a Re verfe, Gula^ and a Lift. 
We may fee a Piece of this when we look 
near, in the Tower called dell Orgoglio^ of 
the old Caftle, contiguous tp the Arch de 
Gavii^ where the largeft Stones there, were 
almoft ail taken from the outer Circuit of 
the Amphitheatre. The Freeze is fimplc, 
but fmooth and polilhed ; and from this Or- 
der it would leem, that the "Doric of the 
Coiifeum has been taken. Next follows the 
Cornifti, confifting like wife of a double num- 
ber of Members more than what are in the 
others, extremely well difpofed, with a Water- 
Ipout, as appears by the Draught. This is the 
Manner in which the Ornaments of the Tufcan 
Order were divided, and very different from 
thofe of the other Orders, tho' more Iblid, 
noble, and fymmctrical. Some, I doubt not, 
will however not allow thefe upper Orna- 
ments to be any thing elfe but Doric ; and 
if {by the pretended difcovery of the Tufcan 
Order would fall to the ground. But who- 
ever obferves the two Stories below, will 
be of a different Opinion; for from them we 
may very fafely conclude, that the upper 
Stories can be nothing elfe but Tufcan^ finoe 
the Stories of any Building muft cither be 
aU of different Orders, or of one kind only. 
In the Coiifeum^ 'tis true, every one of them 
are different, and in the Settizonio or icYOi 
Zones of Scverus^ they are all Corinthim- 

Da- 
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^Mvi/er^ a Modern, and 2, French Man, in 
his Courfe of Ar chitefture^ or rather Tranfla- 
tidn and Commentary on/^^w//^,affirms,there 
is no ancient Monument, in which the regu- 
lar Tufcan Order can be found, and that the 
Aiiiphitheatres of Verona^ Tola^ and Nimes^ 
arc too ruftic to ferve for a Rule to the 7i{/^ 
ftf*, lb as to give it a place among the other 
Orders. Blondel^ another French-tmn^ m 
the contrary, who has wrote a Gourle of Ar- 
dutcfture on VitruviuSy Talladio^ Vigngla^ 
and ScdmoziOj called our three Orders of Pii. 
lafters T^oric^ So that tho^ they were ruftick, 
they appeared to hioi to be more than Tufcan^ 
if I may lay ioy and more ornaniented than 
what they are. But. I cannot well under- 
ftand, how any Mortal, elpeciallys^ an Ar- 
chiteft, can [from unpolifhed Stones, grown 
brown and rough with age] judge any piece 
of Architefture to be bad ; on the contrary, 
It would be better, if he had imagined that 
ftch a majeftick, regular, arxi lymmetrical 
Edifice ought to be reckoned among thole 
aot made by chance, but conceived accord- 
ing to Ibme kind of Order or another : io 
flwt I think, all that T^avilet would lay, 
18, that Amjrfiitheatres have no Order of Ar- 
cfaitefhure hi them at all. Befides, this Gen^ 
deman condemns the making Bugne^ as we 
eaU them \ namely, round Knobs, TrotUr 
khrances [or Bozze^ according to the Tufcan 
Way of cxpreffin^ it] in the Stones of the 

0^4 Pilafter5> 
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Pilafters, which he lays breed confufion, 
and makes it lofe his Form. Hence he greatly 
condemns the Architefture of the Amphi-* 
theatre of Verma^ . where he would have 
thefe Bffzze or Knobs, to be only place 
in the Body of the Building, not in the K 
lafters ; but if foy I think it would produc 
a (hocking Diiagreement to the Eye, an^ thi 
whole loie a great deal of its Grandeur. But th 
marvellous Man did not think fit to obfcrvc. 
that.this is a Building^the whole exterior Fart cit 
which confifts only of Pilafters and Arches 
What regards the Form of the Order 
loft by fuch a Rufticity in the Work, as a 
pear'd likewile to Chambrayh thefe abl 
Men might eafily have known their Erro 
if £abftraaing from the two lower Stori 
which likewife are regular and well unde 
ilood, and befide^ their Capitals and 
nifhes, which are furely not en bojfage\ the 
had lifted their Eyes up to the Top of t 
Ala or Flat, were they would have le 
the upper ornamented Part io elegant, 
well conduced, that any who fhould d^ 
dare he did not relifh it, muft have himfc 
a very dull Tafte in fuch Things. And 
the Narrownels of the Street on that fi< 
of the Amphitheatre, does in a gr 
meafure deprive People • of the Pleailire 
viewing it to advantage ; that does not ho 
ever hinder Strangers, who are Lovers of 
j5ne an Art, to be cqndijfted to a cert a^^ ^" 

hi '^ 
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Igb Window, tho' of a mean Houie, a 
tk diflant from it : for there the fine Arches 
r the third Story, with all the higher 
maments, fumiih him with an agreeable. 
iew; the whole coniifting of elegant and 
erfed Architedure. 

Hefgodetsiy who named no particular Or-i^ 
er as iiibfifting in this Fabrick, in his laft 
kte^ ihews the Trojile in large, of aH the 
aits which we have been hitherto delcri^ 
nig; and in Ibme of them he correded Ser^ 
$y whole Miftakes perhaps, in ibme of the 
(embers, are owing to the Engraver, in re- 
leienting Things wrong, I am aftonilhed 
bat neither the one nor the other fliould io 
luch as refled, that here they had the 
rue Gompofition of the Tufcan Order : But 
be Care and Induftry of T^efgodetz^ was 
Kfc not fufficient, in endeavouring to repre- 
(nt the Truth fully. The Impoft in the 
lift Order is right, as is like wife the Capi^ 
Hi of the Counter-pilafters, or plain Pillars, 
vhkh he calls Filafters ; but that wherein 
lie fails, is in placing a kind of Bafement under 
^ Freeze, which is not in the Building it 
Icl^Qor indeed has ever been there. 

Tbere is a Imall Difference in the Meafure 
of the Members or Farts of the Gomifh ; in 
tbe higher Order, the Impofi of the Arch 
lias not that Story t)elpw, nor that Diipo&- 
icM) of the Meafures, the two hi^er GuU 
dog almoft equ^ "jlie Architrave liker 

wife. 
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mi&^ di>ts not occafion the Faicue ti^ be fo 
naxxoWj vfhkh would take avi^y £rdm its 
Gracefulnefe ; nor does it c^fe the reverie 
. Gate to appear exceedingly narraWi which 
Would have a mighty bad Effeft too, but 
has all the three Members or Patt^ <ref y neat 
equal. The Cornifhf according iQ^tfgpdetz^ 
hA% a different Frd|)ortk)n of fhe Members, 
ad may be obferved by coitipariiig it with 
the other, and not very well co^refponding 
with the ancient Mailner; tiot & ihero amy 
thing like a Drain fc* Water tb be feem. 

llie fourth Story iflight peifcaps be more 
omameiiced, was Something added to the 
Freexe. Two large Pieces of the FabriQ^ 
which appear to have-been parts of the great 
Windows, are ftill to 6fe feenf tlear the Am- 
phitheatre ; one df which has been made ufe 
of m building tip a modern Wall under the 
Gallery in the middle ; the other that flood 
above^ lies in the torch of the fetond Story. 
The Height whereon the fecond, which is vaft- 
ly great, had lodg'd, fbews that it had fallen 
from the highefl: part of all ; in thefe we lee 
that the great Windows had a Border roimd 
them, which is not \vi the Amph*heatre of 
Rome-, and that th« Traverleabjcyve Wis ibme- 
•thing lifc^ an Arch; But further^ a Piece of 
ad ancient Architrave had lain for a long time 
a few P^ces ffdto ttie Aiti^th^je> Which 
M prefenc I order'd.to be brought witbiri the 
Buiidkg i and digging ia tl3i$ SitudtlioA of die 

external 
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exOmial Circuit, twoFrs^mchts of the Comifli 
were imndy which fit foch an Architrave 
C3ctremely well. The Order in thclc is Corii- 
pofite, and the VzrU and Workmanlhip in- 
tircly like that ojf Titus's Arch. We can- 
not imagine that they are Remains of the 
Top of the Building ; firft, becaulc,'- as we* 
have laid a little before, the two lower Storied 
flicw of what Order even the upper ones have 
been; Secondly, becaufe ftich Carvings 
wooid not have been iiiitable to ib vaft k 
Height, nor have agreed with the reft. Tm 
therefore much mwe inclinable to believe^ 
that thofe parts belonged to the Vrflibule of 
the principal Gate, in which Situation they 
were aifo dug up j of which we fliall ipeak 
in its due place. 

CHAP. V. 

iTtat the Statues mention d i^Ligorio 

are fabulous. 

J\ Efore I leave treating aboiit the outer 
J Circuit, I find, it convenient to Ipeak 
the Statues, afferted by fome to have been . 
roood the Amphitheatre. LigortOy in his 
Draught, places one before every Iquare 
PiHor of the third Story ; which, becaiiie of 
the Beauty of the thing, it was enough to 
laake it well rccclv'd by cycry body ; in 
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to much, that no Drawing of the Amphw 
theatre has fince that time been made, with* 
out Statues. Such a Reprelentation firuck 
Peoples Fancies lb much, that without the 
like Figures, many think Amphitheatres 
are nothing at all. Nay, by way of 
emulating our Arena, Statues are now ex- 
hibited too, in the Prints of other Amphi- 
theatres. And yet for all this, it is un- 
doubtedly certain, that Statues neither were, 
pught to have been, nor could have been 
there ^ nor is it a little derogatory from the 
true Icjea of Architefture, to make people 
believe that the Ancients placed Statues in 
fuch a ridiculous manner, viz. on the out- 
fide of fuch a Building, and before Walls 
or Pilafters, without any Niches, and above 
the Projedion of a Gornifti, which had not 
Subftance or Strength fufficient to fupport 
them, and where they could not have had 
room to ftand, unlefs they had been fix times 
lefe than what the Diftance would require. 
Moreover, our obferving no fuch Statues to 
have been ever placed on the Amphitheatre of 
Rome^ [which was a Work much more iump- 
tuous and ornamented th^n ours, and in which 
City there were lb great a Number of Sculp- 
turesj was enough to convince us, that none 
ever were on the Amphitheatres of the Mu- , 
nicipMy and at a diftance from Rome. I own, 
'tis true, Figures are reprelented in Medals 
on the Ibcond aiid thir4 Stories of the Co-* 

lifeum, 
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lifeum, but thefe only within the Voids znd 
below the Arches, where they might have 
bad a Place 5 but not in the Situatic»i 
where they have placed Statues on our 
AmJ)hitheatre. Nay, I believe it very pro- 
bable, that thofe Figures on the Medals, do 
not reprefent Statues of Marble or Metal, 
except perhaps thofe above the princi- 
pal Entry ; and whatever is repreiented in 
other Places, I take to be nothing elfe but 
counterfeited Ornaments, which may have 
been made of Wood or Canvas, and placed 
occafionally on the Days when their folemn 
Shews were to be exhibited, denoting a 
Feftival, and ranged by way of adorning, 
or letting forth the Building, or to do ho- 
nour to the Peribn who may have given the 
Game. 

I am confirmed in this Conjefture, for 
having in Turin found the Abbot Filippo 
Juvara of MeJJina of the iame Opinion ; 
an Architeft that liipports the Honour of 
this Age, and fets it upon a Level with 
thole of Antiquity ; and it is manifcftly cer- 
tain, by all the Oblervations made at Romiy 
in the fame Situation of the Amphitheatre, 
that never have any Veftiges appeared, or the 
leaft Remain of Pedeftals or Bafes, or any 
kinds of' Statues been dug up in that Part. 
Hence it is, perhaps, that the fame Medal of 
TiPuSi of a middle ifize, exhibited by me, 
has not the Appearance of any luch Fi- 
gures 
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gwes qpoi) it.,; 'Tis alio £m: this wfiM, 
that in the: dificrent Medals we have^ thofe 
Figures are idificreBt alio. Befidesi v^heieas 
in the fouith Stoiry c^ the Coliieum, we jfee 
Windows alteraatj^y fquared in the Medals, 
yet we find ttie intermediate Spaces not baire, 
as they are in. the Fabric, but filled up with 
certain roondiflk Figures, which appear like 
Shields 5 oor could they Ijaye been any thing 
elicji but cQuni:erfeited Ornaments, to be 
placed Of tafeca away, juft as occafion je- 
quixed. In the high Machine delcribed by 
^ Herodian^ and made ule of at the Deifica- 
tion of the Eg^perors ; he relates tha£ va- 
rious Pifturises and Figures of Ivory weie 
placed around it: and in the Medal of 
AntminuSy we fee that, together with the 
Machine, there is reprefented a Statue. a$ the 
Top ; and yet it is mpft certain that this Sta- 
tue was not of Marble^ or Metal, fiuoce it 
mult: have been wholly burnt and reduced 
to Aflies, on that occafion. The. Theatre 
was the propereft Vhx» fbr Statues, and yet 
aeither that oiTompty^ na the others, fc^ad 
durable Statues placed, on the outfide of them. 
Father ^ Mmtfaucony in his T^iarium Ita- 
iietmj ai3d alio in his Colkdion of Antiquih 
ties, places a. great Number of Images round 
Ae Ampbkheatre of C^ua^ which Build- 
ing (accc»:ding to that much-^eft^med Wri- 
tes) was atiimded with- better Fortune: Adn 

what 
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irfaat is common to other Things in Itafy^ 
aad fo tells^ that above the Epiftylia, or 
Chapiters of the Pillars of the undermoft 
Story, the Heads of the Gods are ftill re- 
maining : Above the fecond Floor the Gods 
themlelves from the Navel upward : Above 
tbe third, the Statues of thoie Divinities. 
At the lame time he obferves, that liich Or- 
naments were wanting in the Ramnn Colu-' 
ftfMj and adds, what a fine Sight it is to 
&e in one fingle Round or Circuit, the whole 
Afiembly of the antient Deities, in their 
true Form and Likeneis. 'Twould ieem by 
ail this, as if that Author believed, the Epi- 
fiylia or Chapiters of the FiUars, in every ^& 
feeot Osder^ did extend in filch a manner, as 
that in the firft place, they (hould contain the 
Eigoces as iar as their Breaft, then with their 
w^le Builo, next their whole Length : But 
diii, I own, is a very new and uncommon 
Method, and tbe firfl time we ever heard 
that Bufts and Statues ftood upon the Cha- 
piters of the Pillars 5 becaufe. if you wiU by 
that Word Eptjiyliun^ either underftand the 
Aichitrave, as we have reafbn to imagine it, 
aodin the Scnfe that J^/tmvius ufka it j or 
, the Capitals, 9s others underfiand it, and 
ctiij^mo^y explain it falfely $ 'tis in my O- 
pJoflDn^ a very diverting Story, to heaiT that 
^tu6s. sefted on Archjtr aves, put underFfee^ 
201^ OK Kfia Capkals under Architraves. 1ft 
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Antiquities Explained^ 'tis laid that thde 
Things rejied upon every Miliary but that 
the half FiUars all arouiid had the Archi- 
trave laid upon them ; it is not leis divert* 
iilg to think, that becaufe they had a Place 
for 80 Figures there, that that was the Rear 
Ion why they ftioiild reprefent the Gods in 
that Place, as if the Romans { had juft & 
-many principal and common Divinities ta 
be ranged in the lame Rank. The truth 
iSf that in the two lower Arches remains^ 
there are upon every one of the Key8(£ 
the Arches a Face cut in Relievo^ wididie 
beginning of the Bufi s nor had the higher j 
Orders any more upon them : For wc ma^ ] 
fee the Arches in the Goliieum were exaAty 
alike too, in all the four Storys. 

There are Ibme who from the fore&id 
Defcription have been induced to aflert, tbat 
abundance of Buftos rand Niches were al6 
in the Goliieum, placed above the Inner En- 
tries, tho' of thefe there is not the leaft V^ 
ftige remaining, nor; indeed can a propcf 
Place be affigned there for luch Ornamenti 

But to return to our Statues : Some Plinth^ 
or rather Dyes,leen upon the lecond Gomilhat 
the Foot of the plain Pillars, gave rife to ttat 
common Miflake, as appears by the Drau^ fa 
But thefe are fo minute, that had they bccd > 
taken for Figures, they muft have been vtfj : 
Imall indeed, when at that Height, they c 
ought to haye been Coloffoss, luppoitcd 

with 
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<^th large Pedeftals, and a Cavity in the 
Vail for receiving them^ Nor can I imagine 
biat 70 of fuch great Statues could have 
cen lb very much annihilated, but that a 
reat many pieces of them muft ftill be feen, 
:id dug up from time to time. If any fhould 
si for what Ufe the formentioned Plinths 
jved, I anfwer, in the lirft place, that t 
ave oblerv'd a Iquare Hole in the middle 
f* every one of dieta, in which a piece of 
/cod may have been fixed with another 
avity before, as is marked in the Drawing ; 
hich laft fer ved by way of a Spout for the 
i&harge of the Water : From which we 
lay gather, that the faid Void was riot al- 
ays full nor covered. I have alfo remarkcc^ 
3W other fuch kinds of Dyes were likewife 
DOve the third Cornifti, two of them being 
ill to befeen at the foot of the IquarcPil*^ 
rs of the uppermoft Story ; and we may 
^lieve it for certain, that they have been. 
:>llowed, not in the middle, but near the 
^'all, on purpofe that the BeamS might be 
laced on, and reft in them, which boring 
t^ uppermoft Cornifh, ferved for the Vela- 
tun, The like I have obferved at Vola^ 
^here, in the lame Situation, Stones are feen 
ttiftly fimilar, with a Hole above, joining 
> the Hollow of the Wall. But of thole 
1 our Amphitheatre, which arc on the fccond 
2omifli, and with the Hole in the middle, 
' cannot make any other Conjefture about 

R them. 
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them; but that on the days when they ex- 
hibited their Shews, and when the People 
aflembled together in the Amphitheatre, they 
may have very probably planted ^tandards> 
Trophies, Images of Pafteboard, Figures, 
and other fuch Ornamentsj the whole allu- 
ding to the Solemnity. 

C H A P. VL 

Plan of the Buitdingy the Pajfages^ 
and Ingrefs to the Area. 

BEing willing to proceed in the Delcrip- 
tion, I firft of all think fit to fliew the 
general Plan 5 I alio give that of the Coli- 
leum by FontanOy ^eJgedetZy and others, 
which we may almoft fuipeft was more 
taken from Serlio than from Truth, and 
which, in the Sequel of this Treatile will 
appear : as alio how many Errors have been 
hitherto committed in their treating of the 
Amphitheatre, will ftill be more evident, 
when we come to fpeak of the fecond Story. 
Our own Plan has as much with regard to 
the Ground-Plot, as that of the higher Parts, 
being altogether taken from the Truth fMB 
fubfifting ; nor could the fame Story in that 
of Rome be different in the general Diftri- 
bution of its Parts. In both the Draughts 1 
have added an Arcade, railed more than the 

half, 
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r, that thereby we may lee the EfFed of 
middle Faflage crols-ways. By our 
ught we* know what it really was, and 
that of Rome in what manner they have 
gin'd it to have been. The whole isi 
aed together, as is fcen by the four En- 
iires and the three elliptical covered Ways, 
lie Enclofure I underftand the Place bullc 
wcca the one Void and the other; that 
Rome was exaftly the like, only the lat- 
ivas doubled on the outfide with an ad- 
)nal Fortico> having two in all, and the 
near the other, iupported above the 
hes, and divided by fquare Pilafters. 
iltho' in this Chapter our Ible Intentioft 
) treat of the Paffages which led into the 
ij 'tis however neceflary that we fliould 
jr, that the inner Enclofiire confifts of a 
D, quite folid, 1 5 Foot thick, which Iiad 
lowermoft Steps and the Podium refting 
a it ; and as the fix Apertures on each 
( which is in it^ did not lead into the 

I, but by four finall inward Steps, every ' 
of which is eight Inches high, by thelc 

' alcended to the Podium, which in rifing^ 
led the fifth Step. There is one of thofc 
iges, wherein the ancient finall Steps arc 
brved entire, with that Lailra or flat 
c, which, within the Thicfcnels of the 

II, forms the Flooring before it. We after- 
is remark, that the two Paflages in the 
die, crois-ways, are neither larger than 

R 2 the 
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the other common Stairs, nor do they leadi 

the Field s on the contrary, proceeding 

tween twoWafls, they terminate in the intej 

l^ortico, and have the WaD in Front : lb t 

whoever came by them, muft have afcen< 

to the Podium by one of the two nea 

Apertures. Undoubtedly it was the lame 

the Roman Amphitheatre, for the Real 

fliewn in the Sequel; fb that only in 

Space which is from the firft Entry to. 

third Portico, could ifolated Pilafters h 

been, and a Communication of the three ! 

lages, as is ufual to be ihewn in Draug 

On the other hand, the interior Enclo 

has two Apertures ait the Extremes of 

Oval, much larger than the others, 

digging there I found the Leaves of 

Poors which led into the Area, and I \ 

leen the great and large Flagftones of 

Pavement, marked on the outfide here 

there, and furrow'd, probably by Iron-Gr: 

which may have opened and ftiut. I 1 

. wife found, that the two lateral Door; 

both thofe inner Gates, led alio into 

Area, . fince inftead of finall Steps, or M 

of them, and of the Pavement before, I 

all have a iulpended Laftra, which c6nti 

the Length of the Wall, and from wl 

with a Defcent no more than the Dept 

one Step, they came down on the Flo< 

the Area. 
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The exterior Arches, arid the firft cor- 
rcipondent, in a ftreight Line with thofe two 
Gates, and marked with the Numbers I. and 
X.XXVIL were wider than any of the others ; 
the two Paflages in which we came thorough 
them are likewifc more ipaeious ; and what 
is remarkable, they don't turn narrow like 
the others, which proceed to a Point, but 
always keep up to the fame Breadth, even to 
their Entry or firft Opening. After paffing 
l>y the Arches of the covered Way, in the 
n3iddle,it would appear as if in the Walls there 
'Were the Marks of a Wicket or Door, by 
'Which every body elie but the Adors Ipem 
to have been hindered from coming forward, 
^nd which was opened afterwards when the 
Shews began. Above the Arch of the ex- 
terior Entrance, which at prefent liibfifts and 
^*3iakes one of the Gates, a Wall rifes, in 
"Which there was a large Window, altered 
^t prefent by thofe who repaired the Fa- 
Vric. 

The Ceiling above, for the length of 1 5 
.I^eet, is plain 5 then it continues throughout 
5^ its full Height in the manner of a hang- 
ing Vault, having nothing ip the upper part 
l>at the Steps, and has projefted much more 
<iian it does at prefent fince the latter Re* 
I^rations which have been made, that, and the 
^t-jetting Window added above the En- 
tries, hinder from feeing how it exadly was 
i n firft, • The four ifolatcd PUafters, which 

) 
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are feen on each fide in thefe Streets, 
arched above 5 but we muft confider, that 
Walls which at prefent enclofe • thefe ] 
fters are modern, and made for the ufe of 
Rooms which are ieparately rented out in tl 
parts : however, if they were thrown dc 
and fhut up by Grates, thole places wc 
ierve equally well for the laying up W 
in them, and thereby the Noblenels of 
ancient Entry appear. 

In returning outwards through the 

lateral Arches, two on each fide of the g 

one, we enter into an equal number of c 

Paffages, which have a Communication ' 

that in the middle, having, one with 

ther, four Pilafters ilblated alfb : Thefe 

fages ended in the fecond Portico, t 

Roofe are in the form of a Semi-circle, 

pauch lower than that in the middle, 

proceed horizontally. The precife Bre 

pf all thefe Paffages will be underftood v 

we ftiall Ipeafc of their Arches of Entra 

But above all 'tis remarkable, that 1 

oval Figure tending to render them defe^ 

by contrading or making them narro W( 

they go along, to avoid this, the fagai 

Architect has contrived the moft confpic 

one to be always of the lame Bre; 

making all the Imperfedion fell in the 

neareft lateral Arches, the two laft Pik 

of which are feca very near to one anol 

but the Dpfe^ even^ them feems almofti 
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hid, becaufe they do not terminate in the 
enlightned part of a Void, but in a W^ 
where ther^ is bijt very little Light. 

Certain ftreight Paflages, as we perceive, 
correspond with the exterior Arches, which 
continue vpry near to one another' on both 
fides : Thefe Paflages going by the Portico's 
and all the Rounds, between Wall and Wall, 
lead into the Area, and give an £ntraace 
into it, by the open Doors we have fomc timp 
ago mentioned ; inibmuch, that the exterior 
Arches at the two Ends of the Oval, were in 
number fev^n on each hand, by which thole 
vho were to perform in the Field pafled j 
nor had they therein any other Entrance, 
fcut by the three on each fide hinted at. 
^11 this is indubitable, amd may be mad? 
^evident to every one that looks on it. 

We may very well perceive, by what if 

-^already laid, what an imperfeft Idea Pegplc 

ciiave till now had of Amphitheatres; for 

' 'the interior Circuit of that of Rome isrepre- 

"3lented by Fontana only as a thin Wall, 

Hotwithftanding, in a certain manner, it 

Icrved as ? Foundation to all the upper Steps^ 

Ihis fame Fontanaj LipJiuSy ^ejgodetzy 

^erault and others, have believed that the 

3>oors below, all around the Amphitheatre, 

^Jfcrved as Inlets to the Area or open Space 

la the middle % . which, if {o, would in a very 

improper manner have been to aifign the 

^ faflages to the Speft^tor« in general, 

* R 4 w4 
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and the Adors too, and a (hutting up of eveiry 
kind of Acceis to the moft noble Place <oi( 
any, namely, the Todiuniy which had no 
other Entries. 

The two Arches at the Ends of the Oy^aJ, 
are reprefcnted by the forefaid Authors to 
be almoft of the fame Breadth with the o- 
ihers, when in fad, there is almoft one third 
part of difference ; and it has not been re- 
marked, that thole two alone do not pro- 
ceed to a Point. 

They have like wife err oneoufly fhewt^? 
that the two diametrical Paffages crofi- way s, 
were greater than the others, and that th^y 
terminated in the Field* tho', by digging? 
■tis found, that the interior Circuit has no^> 
ion either fide, had any Aperture at all. E*'<^^ 
^tis evident, that the middle Paffage, broa.^' 
' ways, was fit for accommodating the Emper^^ 
and tlje other People of Rank, as being tt»-^' 
which was the nearefl: to the beft Situatioi^ 
of any for feeing ; but not for the Entry ^* 
thofe, with whofe Appearance in the .e^* 
treme parts of the Theatre, they fought *^ 
heighten the Entertainment. 

In fine, 'tis believ'd, that there was t^^ 
one only Entry at the end of the Oval, ac^^ 
that it was not broader than the dizmctviC^^ 
one crbfi-ways; and that there was not t^^^ 
Adjacency of two Entries on each fide, whi*^*^ 
rendered it fd magnificent : when, beficf-^^ 
pther Reaforis, fuch a Widenels w^s neceflar^^^ 
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tod even double Entries too, becaufe of the 
Pomp and Appearance, with which Ibmetimes 
Gladiators came into the Area, and made a 
fine Shew before they fought. 

But that it was fo in fad^ we may firft 
of all leam from '* Vliny^ where he fays, 
chat on a certain occafion Cafar caufed all 
liis Equipage for the Arena to be made of 
Silver, and which was carried before him 
there in a pompous manner, ^liny in this 
place fays alfo, that then for the firft time 
might the Wild-Beafts be feen pufhed on to 
£ght with Implements of that Metal. But 
I cannot help lamenting that lafi miferable 
feriod, where, if I may be permitted to fay, 
in the late pompous Edition, the true Text 
iias, without any reafon at all, been not 
a little changed. I may fay the fame of 
another Paffage there, for where the word 
Vafis is put into the Text, the true Reading 
ihould perhaps be Armis 5 becaule the fame 
'Vliny in another place ® fays, that in one of 
Nero's Games, the Arms and Equipage were 
j3f Amber. When Fabius Valens celebrated 
4a gladiatory Game in Bologna^ he caufed the 
whole Equipage to be brought from Rome^ 
9& we learn from ' Tacitus. But in the 
Amphitheatres, nay, perhaps in the Begin- ^ 
ning, fome kind of Pomp may have been in- 
troduced in imitation of the C/rr^;^/^/^;^ Games, 

I 1.35. f. 3. *^'37« ^-S- 
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and fuqh as might now be called a Procefl 
What ground I have to imagine this, is f 
a hint given by TrudentiuSy where he n 
tions the AmphitheatricalTomp. We L 
alio from ' ** ifidorus^ that there was a J; 
of Gladiators who fought on horfe-back, 
who entring one at one Gate, another at \ 
ther, mounted upon white Gourfers, with 
ded Helmets, and great and finall Arms, 
military Enfigns preceding : Which Ap] 
ranee and Figure required, methinks, ^ 
ipacious Entries ; ib that it was very requ 
to have two iinall Gates near the great \ 
The Clals of thofe Combatants was the 
in their kind, and the raoft noble, as Iji 
rus and \Artemidorus hint, where theb 
lays, that to dream of them, ought tc 
interpreted as denoting a rich and nc 
Woman. Methinks by their manner of fi^ 
ing I can perceive, as it were, the firft] 
People had of Tournaments and Tiltings, 
Cicero's time they werp called by the Q^ 
Name Andabates^ becaule their Helmet 
a great meafure, obftrufted their feeing 
it ftill happens by the Armour People 
on at tilting with Lances; for which rei 
that word was applied proverbially to tl 
who did any thing in a blindfolded man 
Lipjiusy in his " Saturnalia^ treats on 

^** Z.i8. e.fi. Generic Ghilamum flura, fuortfim p 
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tead with extreme Eradition, and (hews, 
diat Tournaments had their Origin from gla- 
diatory. Combats, and not from the Ulage of 
the northerly People, as is commonly believed. 
I think I can perceive them hinted at like- 
wife in the Ads of St. ^emetriuSj quoted 
already in the^ firft Book 5 becaufe in them 
we have mention made, that while the Em- 
peror was ftanding within the Falilade, at 
Thejfalonicay beholding thole noted Games^ 
a certain famous Dueller, who commonly 
worfted every body, being then introduced 
before th^t Prince, call'd aloud, and chal- 
lenged the Perlbn who durft ifight him, to 
go ftreight into the Field of Battle, for which 
great Rewards were ofier'd. On this, Ibmc 
ther? prefent were ftruck with a kind of 
Pannic, tiH a certain Youth coming down 
from the Steps, frankly offered to . engage 
him. But to return to the forelaid PaSage 
^f Ifidorus^ we like wife learn by it, that 
there were two great Gate;? in the Amphi- 
theatre, and not four, and that the one faced 
towards the Eaft, the otjher the Weft ; which 
Defcription exaftly agrees with that oiRame^. 
but not with ours, becaufe befides out oiRome 
vhen they treated of an Amphitheatre, they 
meaint only that of Titus. But I fliall here 
fcew a place in Herodian^ which confirms 
exceedingly well, that the Entry by which 
^c Emperor went into the Amphitheatre, 
in order to fep the Games, was one of thofe 
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on the fide of the Building, in the'middl^^ 
and exadly like that we lee in ours* c^f 
VeronUy and not by any of the Entries ^ 
the two Extremities of the Oval length-way^^ 
This Hiftorian relates, '^ that the yoang 
Man fent to kill Commodusy chole fbi: tha^t 
end to poft himfelf at the Entry of the htn- 
phitheatre, hoping to ft and hid therey as 
%eing a dark place. Now, if that Entry had 
had at the end of it a Gate leading in(o tb.^ 
Area^ it furely would not have been darfc J 
on tjhe contrary very light, as we lee tU^ 
t>vo Gates length-ways were, the Widenefs 
and other Circumflances belongmg to it con- 
tributing thereto. Neither would any oth^^ 
Entry have been lb dark as is reprefented) 
fince that one only, in opening to the third 
Portico, has a blind Wall in Front, as is icoti 
in our Plan. So th^t we fin4 herein an ad^ 
mirable Confirmation of wh^t we read, an^ 
what is l^id in the Hiftory, demonftrate^ 
with Certainty by what we IhaU fee vc^y 
loon. 
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CHAR VII. 

y the Areuy or Field of the Amphi- 
theatre : How the Wild-Beafts 
were brought into it ; of the Wall 
by which it was furrounded* 

THE Area of the Amphitheatre was 
entirely open and free. Liffius » has 
leated about the Gods, to whom he thought 
lie Amphitheatre was {acred, and lays, that 
in Altar t6 Jupiter flood in the Field ; ac- 
cordingly in his Draught he has placed one in 
he middle. But the Amphitheatre was not 
X)nlecrated to any God at all, being no Tem- 
ple ; tho* I own the Games they performed 
^ere confecrated. This, Sifinnius CMtto 
•elates in his Books, where he treats of the 
3ames cited be * LaBantius. So that Ter- 
Haitian Ipake very properly when he laid, 
^^rs and T^iana prefided at thole Games ; 
sind figuratively, when he affirmed, that the 
Amphitheatre was confecrated to * harlh or 
cruel Deities. I do not doubt but there may 
have been an Altar in the Amphitheatre, tho' 
not in the middle of its Area, or where it might 
^^ve been a hinderance to the Perfoitnance ; 
^or do I think it was fixed, but moveable, 

as 
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as occafion required. The Floor of this Atta^ 
which is now made on a Level with the lowcft 
of the Steps . that lies hid under ground^ 
was originally almoft three Feet and a half 
lower than what it is at "prefent. I learnt 
to know exaftly where the Level of the 
ancient Floor had been, by the Height of 
the Conduits, ftill preferved under ground, 
of which we fliall Ipeak in its due place ; 
and it was i Foot 4 Inches lower than tl^e 
inner Portico, from which they alcended to 
the Tdditm : the Height of the thick Wall 
which fiirrounded the Field, was exaftly 
even with the laft Step but one, leen at pre- 
fent ; infomuch that the Ground, or Level 
of the Area, was lower than the Pavement 
of the Todiumy four Feet and a half. 

There is one Curiofity, about which eve- 
ry body who looks on the Amphitheatre 
is anxious to be informed, njiz. in what 
manner the Beafts were brought into the 
Field. Lipfius\ Opinion about this is ge* 
neraHy received ; namely, that the Animals 
being kept in Caves under ground, conti- 
guous to, an^ around the Field, were brought 
out to the View of the People through Doon, 
which are believed to have been in the Wall 
that fupported the Podium : For this RealoQ 
that Author being followed by all the othei% 
in his Drawing has accordingly placed ten 
or twelve of thofc Doors on each fide, un- 
der the Podium, The only leaibn he had 

for 
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for placing them there was, he fays, his 
feeing the like kind of Doors in the Am- 
phitheatre oi Verona ; tho' it unluckily hap- 
pens, that that Amphitheatre is the only one^ 
where in digging, we certainly pfeideive, 
there were no fuch Doors at all, nor was it 
fit to make them under ground, and in a' 
Wall 1 5' Feet thick. Befides, there was no 
room in the Amphitheatres to make fubter- 
laneous Caves lb large, as were, fit for con- 
taining the great number of Wild-Beafts made 
uic of at thole Shews. Lipfius imagined, 
that they were kept below the inner Portico, 
but it required another kind of a ,place than 
that narrow Space ; befides, under the Por- 
tico's Conduits were hollowed all around, as 
Ihall be fhewn. I had, myfelf, fbme dif- 
ficulty in the matter, on reading in Herodian^ 
^ that the Lions killed in the Amphitheatre 
by CommoduSy came out from fubterraneous 
paces. But, as in the Field ibmetimes they 
erefted pieces of Machinery which reprefented 
Mountains, and Ibmetimes planted real Trees 
on them which appeared lik? Woods ; lb likc- 
wiic they contrived hidden . Caves, from 
whence, all of a fudden. Animals came out. 
The Poet ' Calphurnius afierts this, fpeaking 
in one of his Eclogues, that in a Hunting 
^ven by the Emperor Carinus, ^ the Ground 

4 li^. I, }iioirrav g| \sbo yetiop ivaiit^iivTtfh 
9 V. Mart. AfuL &e. 

Emirfifft ferns. yf^ 
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was fbmetimes made to gape, and Gulphs 
or hollow iPits to open, from whence Beaib 
came forth. 

Such Reprefcntations may alio have been 
made at the Hunting exhibited by Common 
dus ; but Herodian hints, that this happened 
x)nly but at one time. I think, that in or- 
der to feign luch hollow Pits, they may have 
made ufe of thofe large liibtcrraneous Con- 
duits which we find go crols the Field, as 
fliall be ftiewn in its due place. The Be- 
lief that Wild-Beafts were kept within the 
Amphitheatre itfelf, in Prifons and Dens, is 
not the laft Miftake committed by the Learned 
in their Notions about the Amphitheatres. I 
obferve in one Paflage of ? St. Chryfojiomef 
that fuch Beafts were kept in the remote and 
uninhabited parts of the City, and within 
Receptacles where they were confined ; and 
in Romey we know that the Vivarium was 
appropriated for that Uie, which was a ipa- 
cious and noted place i of which ^ ^rocopius 
makes particular mention, and concerning 
which I refer the Reader to that elaborate 
Differtation of Cavalier ^aulo Maffei of 
Volterra^ inferted in the twelfth Tome of 
the Journal of Venice j treating about a cih 
rious and rare Inlcription. 

Ammianus compares the Fury of the Go^ 
vemor Maximinus to that of the Wild-Beafls 
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of the Amphitheatre when ict at liberty by 

breaking down the Back-Floors of their Pri- 

fons, dtfra£iis pofiicis. * Salmafius on V(h 

pifcus iays, that by that word> thofe Doors 

lie Co be underftood, through which theBeafis 

came from their Caves under ground into 

the Arena ; and pretended to mend an o^ 

Icure Eaflage in his Author, rendering thit 

word in the aforefaid Senfe. Valejius oa 

Ammianus is of the lame opinion, and lb 

arc others; but the Evidence of the faft 

taken notice of by us, flicws, that other 

Boors muft be thereby underftood. For my 

part, I cannot conceive that word as relating 

to any odier Doors than thole of the places 

wherein the Beafts were confined j from which, 

I am perluaded, they came into the Arena, 

Where the molt fierce and dangerous Animals 

of all were brought. 

The word Cavea^ ufed Ibmetimes figura- 
tively for the Theatre and Amphitheatre, 
itgards that part of the Building where the 
Spedators fat, as Seruias explains it i and 
figpifies properly, not a Cave under groundy 
a$ the Vocabularies like wife by theMiftake 
alitady hinted at in the Strudure of the Am- 
phitheatres,: commonly explain it, but a Cave, 
or Place of Confinement i the word in our 
Language being transformed, by the ufual 
Change made in Manulcripts and anciehc 
Monuments, between the Letters r, e g\ Vy 

S e b\ 
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e b y iy ^^4 ^* Vla^^^ and Cicero callcc 

that wherein Chickens were pcnoed up C^- 

vedy being places of Confinement of the %Di 

Fonn with that of the Beafb, tho* in pro- 

j;)ortion to the 3ize of the Animals ; and it 

tbepi were the WUd^Beafis kejtf and broughi 

Sxfm remote Countries, and lb carried where 

occafion required^ ' Laertius tells us, tha* 

Alexander caufed Califthenes. to be pu 

into an Iron Cage ; and we learn from Tati 

anusy that >vithiD it he was carried about 

as if he had. ^w a B^ar or a Tanther 

However, * Afldeius made the little Fabi 

<)f TrAjileontfSy who feigp'd himielf a Bear 

;ar)d being clothed with Uie Skin of that Ani 

m^l, and brought enclofed within a Gagi 

inj^p the H<MiJfe'of the Perfirai who was ti 

giye the Sb^ew, when, admitted, open'dthi 

Doors of the Houie to bis Aflbciates, an 

lb g^ve them opportunity to plunder* Sud 

was^the Cofved. m. which, t T^liny tells. us 

^^i^f^^ caufed ;a tame Tygcr to be feen,finci 

it WQwld not have been, convenient to flicv 

iiicb an Animal in a iubterraneous Cave; 

' However j ' ** Marcellinus lays, that f^alm 

tiniaa kept near his own Room the Cavi4 

of two exceeding fierce Bears : Nor in an; 

otheK manner could ;fuch Beafis be nourilh'< 

or kept alive a amfiderable time ; for if the; 

had been confined in numbers in thole liib 

* i.4. f l,S. c. 17. 10 Zitf.19. r.j. 
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terraneous places (as is believed) they would 
undoubtedly have killed one another. And 
K« fee in our own times, that where-ever 
"Wild-Beafts are kept, every one of them 
^ a ieparate Room appointed for holding 
it. We know that fuch places of confine- 
»ent were in the manner of Cages made with 
Grates. ' ' Horace^ in his Treatife de Arte 
^oeticdy compares the Man who could break 
the Bars or Palings of the Cavea, to a Bear, 
lia this manner did the Learned » * Gott^te^ 
dusr in the Law of Theodofius and nene^ 
nusy underftand the Cave£, againft thole, 
who in bringing Wild-Beafts to Romey eil- 
cumfoer'd the Cavea of the City, Thofe 
Gages were Ibmetimes of Iron ; hence » ^ Sjift- 
muchuSy fpeaking of Ibme Dogs brought 
fiom Scotland^ fays, that they were oblerved 
to be lb fierce at the Games, that they might 
have been imagined to have been brought 
Kkcwife in Cavea of Iron, Sometimes alfb 
t&efe Cages were made of Wood ; lb Clau-^ 
Sim ipoke of the Beafts prepared for the 
Gomes of St ilk o^ ' ^ that they were brought 
pmt up within Manjtons of Elrn^ or Holme^ 
Tree. Hence it is, that in the Book of the 
Dttiths of Perfecutors, it is faid oiMaximiany 
dtat when he defired to fee Men torn to pieces,, 

. *' Ca^tA valuit fi frangere dathros. 
'* C. Th. lih. If, r. 1 1. /.I. 
'S L. 2. Bf,yj, Utferreh caviis futures adveSlos. 
,'4 fmnig. 3. Et tlaufa ftruntur llgAeis domi^s. 

S 2 he 
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he caufcd ibme of his '^ Bears to be brought, 
which he kept on purpofe. 

Now I am perfuaded, that in no other 
manner were the Wild-Beafts, even the moft 
fierce, brought into the Amphitheatre. Hence 
Claudian fays, that in the Preparation of 
amphitheatrical Shews, in the Confulate of 
Stilico, the number of Wild-Beafts was io 
great, » ^ that they wanted Carpenters to plain 
the Wood. So were the Cave£ platted with 
rough Bows of Alh and Beech-Tree, even 
with the Leaves upon them. In efFed, no 
other way could loo Lions have been let 
into the Arena, as Hiftorians fay was done 
by feveral Emperors ; nor could fuch large 
Aninjals, together with their Hutches, have 
been able to pafs through any narrow Door, 
However, thus is the word Cavea under- 
flood in many Paffages of various Authors, 
who Ipeak of the Wild-Beafts and Amphi- 
theatres. Bulenger alio, by the word Cavea 
would have the Caves and Rooms, which 
he ' ^ writes, he faw under the Steps of an 
Amphitheatre at ^oitou^ to be underftood: 
But fuch Rooms, correfponding with oursi 
are neither lubterraneous, nor have they the 
Door towards the Arena; nor could they 
have lerved for Wild-Beafts, as we fliall fee 

'^ Jfibebat adferri, 

'* Tan.%. Fabri n%c tignu folire ft^iunt rudibus f^ 
texerunt ^ ornis frcndmtes caveat, 

'^ Venat,Circ, caf.ij, • 

whei 
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when wc come to treat of them. He lifcewife 
cites a Paflage in Vopifcus, where it is laid, 
that a vaft number of Beafls were made to 
come forth through all the Tajfages ; but 
here he fpeaks of the Circus. So did they 
bring the Wild-Beafts alio into the Forum, 
when they exhibited the Shews there be- 
fore the Amphitheatre. It appears alio by 
^' Strahoy where he fpeaks of that Machine, 
mentioned already in another place, from 
Which they caulcd the Criminal to fall among 
their Dens : But with regard to the Voftica 
or Back-doors, mentioned by MarcellinuSj 
Mre cannot underftand that word in any other 
Scnfe, but as meaning the Doors of the Places 
Whferein the Animals were confin'd; which 
being open'd, they came forth into the Arena. 
Perhaps they calVd them Tojlica^ as being 
ofed to make them not in the Front, but 
BiM:k-parts of the Cages, . or Prifons for the 
Bealts. This word is found alio in the Afts 
of St. Taraco and his Companions, where 
^we read that a Lionels being provok'd, 
hsokjc the Poftica: The original Greek has 
A, that the faid Animal being unwilling to 
hurt the Martyrs, returned to the Door, 
itod not finding it open, began to try to break 
the Boards with her Teeth. But from this 
^e can draw no Coniequence at all, and the 
I'^ther fince the faft happened in Ciliciaj 
>viiere there were no Amphitheatres. I IhaD, 

■ ' . S3 how- 
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however, feew here what is partipulafly 
mentioned in the Fragment of a Stone wii 
an Infcription, in the time of Falentinian^ 
publilhed by ^Fabretti^ and of which; I have 
made mention in the firft Book of this Trea^ 
tife. We read AMPHITHEATRUM CUM 
PORTIS POSTICUS ET OMNEM FA^ 

BRT It would leem as if they ipoJkf 

of Reparation, and if the Marble has it really 
Jtm^hitheatrum^ the Tort a Tqftic£ cannot 
be betre underAood thofe of the Cages or Pliices 
of Confinement. But I fliall here ful^cwi 
what I think chi the matter ; the word Tlh 
jliccio^ in the Vulgar, expreffesa thing which 
is not fixed and peculiar to one Placp, bu( 
is put to, or taken away at pleaforc ; ' It 
undcfubtedly /comes from Teflkus^ which 
indeed has had iiich a Signification in Latin, 
By which 'tis credible, that in the Amj^thca* 
tres the Gates were ib called which kept tin^ 
jexterior Arches of the Entrance fhut; whieih^ 
as our Veftiges fhew, and as we have hinted 
at above, were not fixed, but uemoved oa 
the days wherein the Shews were exhibited; 
|br this realbn they were called Toftic^ 
Tliefe then we may believe, were done ov^f 
again, by the Fer&n whom the Inicriptbo 
pientions. Befidcs> in this Senfe^ the word 
Toftica agrees very well with the Doors of 
the Places w;here the Beafts were ooqfin^d^ 
becaufe it was neceflary that they fhould be 
put on, and reiiiov?4 ^\ pleafure, \ ihall 
t s^b. Inf. f, 6ig. ^ not 
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iKJt negleft to mention here, that one Paflage 
of '' Apuieius gives us tealctfi to believe, 
that it was ufual in the Games of. Wrld- 
I)eafb to plkce Machines of Wood in. the 
jmiddle,* iri the ma;nner of a.inoveable and 
ornamented Hottfe, with a^ Tower tijk)n jtj 
which- ferved as a Receptacle againfi thi 
next Hunting. * Here, however, 'twas pro^ 
pet, the Beafts fliould have been platecj be- 
fore, and prepared, and, as it were, conJSn'd 
\n & many Prifons with Doors to them* 
which very well may have been called 
?ofiic£. 

What regards the Stage, upon which the 
Martyrs were expofed to the Beafls, that f6 
they might be feen the better; muft be un- 
derftood of the Pulpit and the Bridge, men- 
dbn'd in the Ads of Santa Terpetua and 
her Companions : in them we find, as a Con- 
fiwiation of what is already i^id, that the 
Wild-Beafts w6re brought, together with the 
£ave^ in which they wdre confin'd, on the 
Stages fince we leam that Saturus being 
iWught bound on the Bridge, and placed 
tefeirc a Bear, the ^"^ Animal would not come 
Wt of his Cavea to devour him. 

That Paffage of Lampfidius is remarkable 
ftmceming the bad Omen which happen'd, 

^r m. 4. CmfixUis Maehiiu JuklkAtmrh dearM, fiiturd 
*• Turn nd urfum fHbfirlSiHs ijfit in fonth urfns de Cavi^ 
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becau& the Helmet of Commodus was cai 
Tied out of the Amphitheatre through tl 
GzSic Libitinariay that is, as "Dio fay 
through which dl the dead Corps we 
uibally carried. This Gate could be iiothir 
cHe, I think, but one of the four leffer E 
tries through which they pafTed into tl 
Area, and came out of it again, and mi 
have been turned towards the Spoliarm 
a place where they carried and ftript t] 
Bodies of the Gladiators, and which oug 
to haye been but at a fmall diftance frc 
the Amphitheatre. 

Cuperus^ in his Book de Mortibus^ ma 
a double Miftake concerning the Spoliariu 
tho' he had Ipoke very juftly about the Brid 
and Stage. "Dio mentions Tort a in the p] 
ral Number, becaule they were obliged 
pals through all the others which were 
that PalTage or Way. We cannot belie 
that the Gate thro' which the Dead W( 
carried, was one of thofe two which wi 
the moft noble of any, as ** Lipfius lee 
to have believed; nor, that one of tb 
would occalion an ill Omen. A pleaf 
Miftake in the Ads of Sanfa Terpetua^ mi 
a new Gate in the AmphitheatrCj fit for 
yie that we know of; and this Gate \ 
called the Sanavinariaj about which Fat! 
Toffino treated) and was followed therein 
^* Gt^vius. Some time ago, in the Cc 

♦^ Caf. II. a* Am. Roman, ^ lo.' in Frdf. 
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publiflied by me, Iqdled it Sandapilaria\ 
of which Emendation, . finte I law the Col- 
wnMazochio^ Ihavc'now.a better Opinion, 
he judging it tabe jiift as* I had conceived 
it. It . might furelyi naVe been called the L/* 
bitmenfidny on acobunt of the Sdndapil£ or 
Biers on which the Corps of the Dead were 
carried through it. 

The Wall of the Podium was externally 
well adorn'd with feveral kinds of the finer 
Marbles : I conceive it to have been £>, from 
the many Pieces dug up at different times in 
the Arena, fuch 2,% African and Serpentine 5 
and I conjeAure it likewife from a Hint 
given by a *» Poet, who calls that Wall 
Marmoreous. As Time and the Repairings 
have defaced moft of the Building, fb has 
it the Wall in a particular . manner, which 
at preient is buried in the ground, and I 
have only obferv'd a wrought Bafcmcnt, 
which now appears to have been on a Le- 
Yel with the Floor. The very Flooring of the 
Podium itfelf, has furely been paved with 
Marble, for it was the moft noble Place of 
any ; and the various Fragments of Tar ion 
%d African Marble, cut thiti in imall fquare 
Dyes, which are ibmetimes found, confirm it. 
On the Border of the Wall ihere was a Ri- 
fing, from which that: place took the Name 
of Todiumy and which lerved byi way of 
Ornament and Fence: 'Tis not b'kcly that ' 

.. this 
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this rifing Place projcaed from the Wall, 
becaule it would have caufcd ib much Space 
in the Aiea to have been loft, and to thoft 
^ipeeially who beheld the Games fipom above i 
nor have we any Kvadehce of it, thougH, 
becaufe Liffius laid it, fbch a fignificatioh k 
commonly given to the w<»d l?admm\ Soak 
pieces of a ffnall Pillar of Foreign Mkr bte 
have been aUb dug tip, But ndt fi> much as 
might afibrd us td kiraW certainly the pire'- 
cifc DimenjBons thereof, or the Form of the 
Balluftcrs which have been round iiv 

We rauift now enquire into the Manne* 
hov*" thofe, who ftobd in the Podium/ wete 
fectire from the violence- of the Beaife. Lip^ 
Jms iaid|, that. the Qround*-Plot, or lowcmioft 
Flooringywas twelve or fifteenFoot lowetthah 
ft J but in this manner the Area would have 
been a mere Well, add a great part of it hid 
from thofe who fat at the top. We have 
Icen already, that the Ground was no wore 
than four Foot and a half lower than dft 
Pavement of the Podium ; there v^as befides, 
the Height of the rifing Placfe, which msty 
have been three Foot, or three and a lia^: 
but becaui^ a Height, Between feven amd 
eight Foot,, was not lufficient to fecorig Pcoj^fe 
from the Leap of a Tygdr or z Pardi in mfc 
Circus fii Cafaf% tinJe, it was fiirrdudded 
with a Pafing of IroA,' then with a Ditch; 
and in^ the Amphitheatre, fecured with va- 
rious Fences, viz. Nets, Spil?:e!%p and Pali- 
I fades, 



L« 
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lad^ which turned ronnd the Nets that d^-^ 
folded the Podium, are mentioned by ^^^liny^ 
where he fays, that in Nero's Games, they 
were knotted together with Gutn or Rofin. 
They are mentioned like wife by CdifhutmM^ 
who fays, that in the Games he had fe6f!iL 
they were of Gold, or gilded By thofe 
Baf&ges, 'tis, however, not cettaitl^ if they 
were Branches of Mdtsd, or Netd of Gdrds ; 
fince ibme would not underftatid the Auri 
Urta of Calfimmiusj as wroughc With Gold 
Wire. Tis credible, chat they were raifed 
above the Imall Oirf-^bottings of ^e Podium^ 
but I leam from the fame ?oet, the true uief 
for which they fcrved, namely, that the*<J 
was a Range of very long Spikes joined to 
the Nets-, in the form of Teeth, whidh 
ftretched forward into the Arena, and, as I 
believe, bended towards it, and fo contrived 
as to hinder the Beafts ftom leaping f^^^ard^ 
Bcfidea^there were round and move^]fte3ta^es> 
which prevented them from forcing iHcht 
way when entangled, or ffom= grappling 
and cUmbing. I do not, ho'^^ever know>- 
wtether there might not have becft' a Mo^ 
of TlebeanSy who may have flood* Behind 
the Palifades to fee the Games;- for it hap- 
pened on a certain time, that thei« being no 
Criminals condemned to the Beafls *', Cali- 
luta caufed fbme Fellows that were looking 

*4 L. 37. ^.3. 

on 
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on to be icized, and to be made ule' of kw 
ftead of the condemned Malefadors. I give 
you here the obfcure Verfes of Cdlphummij 
in which we learn the Nature of thole Fences ; 
ndr, without a full Account of the Amphi- 
theatre, could it be- poiiible to underftand 
the Verfes : I have alfb given the *^ Tfanfla- 
tion with them, by i^hich I have endeavoured 
to make them Ibmewhat clear. 'The fifth 
Verfe, I read according to that moft excellent 
Emendation of Sahnafins on VopifcUs^ and 
what ought to be underftood: about the £n- 
cloiure, and Portico in the fiirft Vetle, ftiall 
be .very ibon explained. I read Tot a in the 
fcventh, and Tort is in the eighth, becaufe 
Tot is ^enfi^s in this place I think feems 
to: agree Ibmething leis with the general 
Senfc. . 

Baltgffsengemmisy en illita torticus Auro 
Certatim radiant ! nee nan iwifirds Arena 
^roximaMarmoreo per agitSpeU acuta Muro^ 
Sternitur adjuniiis ebur admirabik truncis^ 
Et^ coit inrutulunij tereti qui lubricus axe 
Impofitosfubita vertigine falleret Ungues % 
Excuteretque feras : Auro quo que tot a re- 
fulgent 
Retia^qua tort is inArenam dentibus extant^ 

s 

*f As this Tranpation.in lulUn is # Specimen of the Atuhor*s 
Ability, in verffpcaHm} J here fub join it, together with tho 
original Verfes. 

^entibus 
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^entibus aquatis: & erat mihij crede, 

Lycota^ 
Si qua fides noftroT)ens longior omnis aratro. 

Splendano a gar a ilTortico e la cinta 
^uefta digemme e d'or quel: non Meno 
Treffo al Marmot eoy dove ilCampo ha fine 
Muroy avorio mirabile rifplende 
A ipali intornoy e a formar men Cancelli 
Girevolij ne quai Lubrico inganno 
Trovan le Fiere^ che afferrar non ponno 
T^ehfe runghie lor dal volger pronto, 
^'oro fplendono ancor le reti tutte, 
Chefifpingon co' denti ugual't e adunchi 
Verfo il Campo ^ e ogni dente [abbimifede^ 
Non era Lungo men de noftri aratri. 

■ 

CHAP. VIII. 

Of the StepSy Vomitories^ Benches^ 
/mall Stairs^ and Wedges. 

WE come now to treat of the Inner 
Elevation, namely, of the whole 
Space around the Building, where the Spefta- 
tors lat^ which confills in Steps that arile 
and vfiden all around, from the Bottom to 
the Top of the Fabricfc. This Part of our 
Arenay if we may believe moft Foreigners, 
who have wrote of Voyages? or Antiquity, 
is wholly : preferyed and entire ) but the 

truth 
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tFutb is/ tlutt this ils the only part . whicfar 
has altogether periftied ; ib that at prelcnt 
k is quite tran^^med and disfigufed^ But 
not to mention the many Rocks on which 
thofe Who have publi&ed. Frinfis of Aoff* 
quities have fplit> their not taJking notice, 
or difting^idi'ing modern things, often finind 
mixed with ancient, has above any other 
Partitular^ proved fatal; by which I mean 
Reparations. The Steps ftcn at pr^fenc, 
are for the moil part modem> and aO out 
of their ttue Places ; becaufe in the repair- 
ing, according to the Guftom foftietimes 
madiied; ni3t only in this Age, but at o^er 
Timcg too, not in our Qty only, but o- 
thers alfa, never has any particular Gare 
been taken to employ People as Overleers 
of the Amphitheatre, who have had skill 
in fuch Affairs. On the contrary, in the 
T^'iwqg of our Fathers and Grand^fathers, 
fuch Perlpns who may have delighted in 
ancient Erudition, have ever been deputed 
for the Direft ion of fuch Matters 5 for the 
original Form and Diftribution of the Parts 
in this Fabrick have not been obffervcS in 
the Reparations, and *tis indeed very diffi- 
cult at prefent to trace them out. Yet for 
all this, a great deal may be learned, if a 
diligent Obfervation be made of the prefent 
State of the Fabrick ; for in the fiffl< place^ 
there are not a few Fragments of the ancient 
Steps of the Building to be feen iiere and 

there^ 
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there, mixed among thofe that are moderrii 
e^cially in the higher Parts of the Buildr 
iig; by which we may learn the ancient 
Meafures and Form : nor could this be done 
by any other means, fince not one of them 
arc preferved in the Amphitheatre at Rome. 

The Steps are for the moft part of red Mar- 
ble, ibme Pieces, according to the ancient man- 
ner, very large, even eight Feet in length, and 
a Foot and fix Inches high, two Feet and 
near two Inches broad i there are other two, 
which have the Border laid under the upper 
Step : the Meafures agree with what is alfign'd 
by VitruviuSy and 'tis eafy to diftinguiih 
them from the others that are modern, par- 
ticularly by the raifed Border they have oa 
each fide, which Border, in the ancient Steps, 
rifes infenfibly, and terminates in a thin 
Edge, that fills nothing, and was fiifiicient 
to keep off* the Water from running into the 
Frames or Joinings. Befidcs, they unite very 
cxa^y one with another; and the finall 
Openings between them, in fome Places, we 
find defended by a very fine Stucco plaftereA 
over them ; and 'tis credible that they 
have been placed lb as to have a Imall De-* 
cUvity. On the other hand, the modern 
Steps are of a flaky Stone, moft of which 
ore not fb folid and Iquare as to have a true 
and fliarp Edge, but exceeding xpugh^ on 
the Infide, the Cavities being fiU^ed with 
Stooes and Fragments, and iidw become a 

Re- 
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Receptacle for Rain-water, which Ibmetimcs 
is very pernicious to the modern Roofs under 
it. Befides, there are great Crevices between 
the one and the other; to remedy which, 
according to the Cuftom of our Malbns now- 
a-days, the Steps are in a very clumfy or 
clowhifti manner dabbed over with Lime 
and Mortar. Our prelent way of Plaftering 
fcrves for no Ule, tho* there are Ibme who 
have the Secret of making Cement like that 
of the Ancients, which petrified, 
^ Befides, the Stpnes in the modern Repa- 
rations have been lb very ill laid, that' not 
being fixed a? they ought to have been, they 
are in feveral Places disjointed, and ibme moire 
or lels fiink downward . ajnd : out of place; 
Nay, in Ibme Parts the Curvature of the Ova 
has not been oblerved at all. Such is the 
Difference betwixt the modern and ancieni 
Mafbnry. Notwithftanding all this, it doej 
not hinder but that we have great Obliga^ 
tions to thofe who from time to time have 
promoted and caufed fuch Reparations t< 
be made 5 and yet let the whole be evei 
lo indifierently performed, thofe delervinj 
Citizens have at any rate kept up the interns^ 
Part of a Fabricfc, that even as it is at pre 
fent, according to the Opinion of Strangers 
the beft Senfe, who fee it, is one of the fincf 
fabricks in the World. 

In order to come at a perfect Knowledgi 
of the Manner of building Amphitheatres^ w< 

re 
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ireccivc great light therein from the Openings 
*r Out-lets placed here and there among the 
Steps appointed for the Speftators, and ftill 
the inner Doors of alitioft all of them 
4re prclcrved. In the time of ' Macro- 
iiuSs theft Out-lets were called Vomit or if4 
Philander and Lipfius are of opinion that 
VitrUvius named tnem by the word AdituSy 
*hen he fpeafcs of the Theatres j but in th»t 
Paflage he Jays they were neceflary to be 
itiadc fpacious, and with a ftreight Direfiioff, 
Jttid not vaulted. Now, 'tis plain, that he 
thereby underftands the Porches, Entries, or 
Paffages which lead to the Doors. TKefe 
Vimitorie^ in the Drawing of the Arena 
given by Lipfius^ and in that of the Coli- 
feum by Fontana^ were figured out at faii- 
dom. ^ejgodetz placed them very exafltly 
fa our Arena, and only committed an Errof , 
fa believing, that thofe below terminated in 
ftcArca, and were left than the others, tho" 
6e internal Doors of them all arc abiblufely 
alike, and the injudicious manner of ham- 
jfering fbmetimes the Steps before the Aper- 
tures, comes from the Repairing. They are 
dHKftft in four Rows, or we may lay, 
lines : and dilpofed Ibmething in the 
Manner of a Chefs-board> and at equal di- 
rs in proportion as the Rounds widen; 



^ • S4i, /, 6, cdf,^. XJnde e5» nunc Vomitoria inSpeHacHlts di- 
^^t t^i homines glomeratim ingredieniesy in fedilia fe fan- 
Art. L.f. c. 3. ftrpetuoi ^ diredosjine invirfuris. 



X74 0/ A M P H I T H E A T R E Si 

every Line has fixteen of th^m, fb that i 
^11, they are fixty-four. In the Second, b< 
ginning from the Ground, the two are wan 
ing, which ought to have fallen on the Poi 
oi the Oval, becaufe the Space is taken up I 
the ftraightning of the !R.oof, in order to gi^ 
place to the great Gate of the Field, but a 
replaced in the Middle, in the Breadth whe 
two afe feen very near one another inftes 
of the one, which muft have fallen in tl 
Diameter, ^ejgodetz came near the truti 
even in the Situation of thole of RomCy ai 
Would have fucceeded marvelloully in tl 
whole, if in ours he had made the numb 
of the Vomitories in the Middle full in tl 
fecond Line, add alio placed the fixteen 
the lower Order ; it being certain, that th 
Amphitheatre, by the Diftribution of ; 
Parts, could not be otherwile. There we 
but four of thofe Apertures which gave a( 
mittance irito the Area, as we have alreac 
feen, and fixty remained for the Speftato 
who, though in vaft Numbers, could ha 
fpeedy Egrels and Entrance by thole fix 
Doors. 

The Steps, as may be feen by their Profi 
in T^late X. are at prefent forty-five in Nuje 
i3er, diftributed in the following manne 
one of them is hid under ground, and fi 
fill up the lowefl: Vomitory. You arrive 
the Mouth of the fecond by other fix, whi 
has three, then twelve are numbered, cv 
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%) the Foot of the third Vomitory,' which 
€(»nprehends four within it j there are {cyenj 
c?ei>to the fourth, which two only fill up, and 
ire are above it. It cannot be well alcertained, 
low many of the ancient Steps there may 
liave been, becaufe of the Alteration of the 
Meaiiires and other Circtimftances, which we 
ihall treat of in the Sequel : there are two 
nore at prefent at the Foot, at the Top one 
or two lefs 5 thole repaired, being kept more 
low, as is diicerned by the Remains in fe ve- 
ral Places. However, the Diverfity which 
\ye have Ihewn already in the Height of the 
Aperture, is not believed to have proceeded 
fiom the firft Architeft ; fince one cuts five 
Steps, another four, and another two. On the 
inner Side of the Gates, which are feen in every 
one of the four Orders, their Stairs are all 
equal to one another, and the Openings of 
them, without doubt, have been equal alio j 
and every one in the four Steps corresponding 
with the Height of the Gates themfelves : 
but by the Reparations, they have been 
danged in fuch a manner, ttut they crofi 
more Steps than they ought, and fometimcs 
fewer. The Height of the Space which 
robs from one Order to the other, was in- 
deed dificrent j the Interval, between the fe- 
cond and the third, encreafing ten Foot above 
&at which went from the Sodium to the 
fboond, »nd from the third to the laft. 
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We muft not believe that the Steps coit-f 
tinued firom. below upward always equaly 
as are feen at pre&nt, being interrapted by 
ibme Divifions like Steps, which were wider 
and higher than the others : Vitruvius caird 
them ^racinBiones. Honor to Belliy quoted 
by me in the firft Book^ faw one in a Theatre 
at Gortina^ which, divided the Steps in twa 
equal parts; in another Theatre in the Gkf 
oiLitto^ he perceived three : but inTheati5es, 
thole 'Icrved chiefly for holding within them 
Yafis of Metal, in which Bel/iikw the Cell* 
or Niches, in which they were placed, 

Leifnjilberti wrote very judicioufly when 
he iaidy that the Ancients divided the Step» 
fi)r fitting, into, three parts, and that round 
atK>ut every one of thofe Divilions they had. 
made one Step wider than the others, and 
tiiat upon thofe Flats of the Frame, the Stairs- 
joined ^ of which we fhall fpeak afterwards* 
']f heHcight of thefe Tracinttiones or Benches: 
ought not to have been greater than theur- 
Breadth, namely, that the perpendicular. 
He%ht ihould be equal with the horizontaL 
Breadth; as * /^^r^^/^j taught, whofeTest' 
m that place was not, I believe, corrupted, - 
as Terault aflerts, who has tranflatcd: 16 
differently, being of opinion, that the. 
Heights of thele Benches ought to have 
been« one half USk than the Breadth^ thoT: 

^L,f, c, 3^ jj{iHH9 ahhris ^usm ^lUM pr^cmffims iihmk 
ft latitndo. 

many 
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many Particulars contradift this. However, 
what number of Benches there really were 
m Amphitheatres, and what their Situations 
were, is ftiU to be enquired into. It ieems 
ts if they ought to have been at the Mouth 
rtf all the Vomitories, in order to givemorfe 
room to the Entries ; tho' our Amphitheatre 
prcfcrvcs not the leaft Mark thereof, except 
at the Floor of the third Line, where the 
whole Round is deformed by a Step which 
is half as narrow as the others, and which 
ferves for no purpofc at all. I am of opinion 
that this was occafion'd by thole who re- 
paired the Building, who finding a Space here, 
irhich by one Step appeared to them too 
touch, and by two too little, they chofc an 
fogenious Medium, to make it one and a half. 
The Fafciae of the Benches in the Amphi- 
i&eatre of Rome^ were made with Mo fate 
Work, or inlaid with ftiining precious Stones ; 
this I learn by the Paflage of Calphurnius^ 
already mentioned,where he names the Balteo 
tf Belt incrufted with Gems ; which could 
fctt nothing elfe but the Benches. Here, 
lowcrer, it feems, that fuch kind of Work 
¥Fa8 made on purpofe, in order to add to the 
Munificence of fomeShew or another ; or, that 
fiich uncommon Ornaments were the Reafon 
why the Benches were called Belts. There 
#fere once Pieces of gilded Glais dug *up 
Ittre, which perhaps may have been made 
C||[e of in (he Mofaic Work of thefc Benches, 
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and fuch may have been called Gcnims. T 
Round or Enclofure of the Podium, was aft 
the manner of the Benches, which in Su 
ftance correfponded with one of the Ste 
that was more ample ^nd noble than a 
pf the dthers : that it was not reckoned 
jnong the number of them, I learn ir( 
? VitruviuSj where he calls that the firft 
the Vr£cinBiones^ to which they went 
the Steps of the firft Stairs. So that, tl 
which was at the mouth of the fecoqd A 
mitories, was called the firft, as we m 
learn by the Form of the Stairs themielv< 
but of this preiently. 

The Steps fcrved for Seats, and never 
people to go up them i however, in op 
that the Spedators might go upwards, feye 
fmall Stairs were cut in the Steps, which I 
ticular has been imitated in our Reparatioi 
*nd like wife of thefe we may learn h 
the Meaiiire and Form, for we have feve 
^ncient Pieces of them remaining juft as t\ 
liad been in the old Stairs. It is eafy 
Jcnow every Piece by their Hollows at ri| 
Angle^^ as likewife in being perfeftly lqu2 
with a mighty fine Polifti j whereas in i 
modern they are made very clijmfily. Th 
Stairs then were in breadth two Feet an< 
half, and required the half of the Step for i 
Height, and the half for the Depth j p 
feeding from below upwards, and from ( 

Ber 
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Bench to another, by which they were fc- 
parated among themielves, arid the Spefta* 
tors, as it were, diftinguiftied in Troops or 
Companies. 

From what has been faid, I don't think 
it will now be difficult to underftand that 
place of ^ TertuUian, which has been at- 
tempted to be explained by many with very 
Jittle Succels. His Words are, Nam apud 
^e£t acuta & in via Jlatur\ vias enim vo- 
€mt car dines baletorttm per ambitum^ ^ 
difcrimina popular ium per proclivum : ca- 
thedra quoque nominatur ipCe in anfra£iu 
4d confejfum fitus. But firft, you mull 
obferve the Context : Tertullian (hewing, that 
it was not lawful for Chriftians to be pre- 
fent it the Shews of the Pagans \ and anfwers 
thole who defended it, by faying, they did 
not lee that Shews were forbid by Scripture ; 
&d inlinuates, that in a certain manner fuch 
a Prohibition is found in thefe Words of the 
' ^falmSy where that Man is called blelfed, 
whojiands not in the "ways of the ungodly^ 
orfittethin the chair of peft Hence ; and from 
this he takes occalion to call fbme places of 
the Theatre and Amphitheatre, Via & Ca- 
thedra. ^ Clemens Alexandrinus made ufe 
of the lame Verfc as aij Authority againft 

4 5]^e5. cap. 10, 

^ ?f, I. 1, In^via fectatorum non ftetit, ^ m cathalr^ ff^ 
jH2f8ft4 nan /edit. 
f fdd. /.3. Horn. 6. de foenit. 
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Shews, and lb did Chryfoftome^ but not a 
the lame manner. We then fee in 7Vrf«[- 
Uan^ that the Floors of the Tracin£iimi 
or Benches, were called ^>, and both in 
effeft ferved for places of FalTage or Thorow- 
fares ; and we alio fee, that in thofe Paflagcs 
the People who came late ftood on foot, 
their Seats having been fill'd by others. Of 
the two parts of the TracinBiones he calk 
the Wall BalteOj Belt, or Fafcia ; it is fc 
called likewile by CalphurniuSy the Dcno' 
mination arifing from the Partition- Wall whkh 
appeared to furround the Cavea. The Floor 
he calls Cardoy as being that on which the Spec- 
tators turned round. Hence "^ Apuleius called 
the Earth itfelf Car do. . VttruviuSy in the 
place cited a little before, called the Floor 
the Street, tho' by another Vocable, and the 
Partition- Wall TracinEiio. ^ Bullinger com' 
mitted a double Error in placing theJ^A^; and 
Cardines in the Orcheftra. » Salmajius oa 
Salinus Ipoke much better; but we leam firom 
Tertullian^ that the Stairs were ILkewifc 
called Via^ and laid by him to be Separatiow 
of the Men, ox popular Seats below andajbovr. 
So that one might fulpeft the under part of 
the Steps allotted for People of the firft Raofc 
may not have had Stairs : but as that is oot 
poffible, and as we find it confirmed ool 
to be fo, particularly by aPaffageof "JfK- 

7 AfuL de Mundo, « De Cir, cap. 34. J P. 919. 
,?<> In Pom, cap.^, 

I tomuSi 



fuiuSy which we (])al| produce in another 
lace, we may conclu(}e, that Tertullian by 
ic word Ti^ulafjesj underftood all the Fco^ 
Le placed on the Steps. Nor any where 
ie, but by this FaJOfage^ do we learn that 
lat Situation was called Cfithedra^ which 
as in Anfraiiu. Varro fliews, that it 
as as much in AnfraBu as in Flexu\ 
at as the continued and circular Pafi&ge of 
le TracinHimes had no other Turning, 
lan where it was crois'd by the Paflages df 
le Out-lets; lb I am certain, that thole 
rere the Situations, lb called, as having Seats 
>aiething more convenient, which, in order 
ot to leave thofe Spaces voi(t, was ufual 
lere to be placed. 

From thele two kind^ of Paflages, namely, 
rem the Floorings of the Benches, and of the 
Lttle Stairs, the Cunei or Wedges were for- 
add- There are many places in Writers, by 
^hich it appears, th^i^ the Spedators^ both 
n the Theatre and Amj^itheatre, wereplaced 
n Divifions in the form of Wedges: But 
>f the manner how they were difpoied, or the 
Jtairs either, very few People have before now 
aken pains to iUuftrate thofe P^ticu,lars, nor 
ices our Arena or Reparations afibrd ua any 
Mp therein, in the lail of which they were 
made at random. Yet notwithfta^ding this, 
two things leem to h^ye pointed out to 
me the manner how the Wedges were placed, 
Wid thePofition of the Stairs } one from Vi- 
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truviusj the other from Medals. For in this 
Author I reaci, that the ' ' Cunei or Wedges 
of Theatres, ought to be made in fuch a 
manner, as that tbe Angles of Triangles^ 
which fall in the Curvatures of the Rounds 
fbould direct their TrojeStion and their 
Stairs between the one Wedge and the 
other to the firjl Bench : And above thefe 
the Tajfages alternatively^ and the Wei^es 
in the middle likewife^ have the fame ©/- 
reStion. He lays alfo in another place, thmt 
the Gradations oftheStairsjhould be dire^ed 
to the firji Bench^ between the Wedges and 
the Seats of the Speifators^ and that frmii 
that Bench again^ among the famey the 
fecond Gradation fbould be direBe^. Then 
I lee on Medals, how two of the upper 
Stairs, which Ipring off from the top of 
the Steps, have a Vomitory in the middle, 
and come below, as if joining to one ano- 
ther, the Space between the one and the o- 
ther appearing like a Wedge 5 but in thele 
they know how the other Branch inuft 
have defcended, widening itlelf in the 
feme manner that the firft grew narrow. 
The fame is to be faid of the other two that 
are lower; and tho' it be not my Cuftom 
to delineate any thing that I do not lee my 
lelf, yet the Certainty of the Marks, com- 
pared with the Remains \ thele, with 9 little 

II L.f. f.6, Cunei itii ikigantur ut arJiguHtri£0?mHm, fj^c^ 
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Allowance, prove, in my opinion, that I 
have certainly found the manner how thofe 
things have been dilpofed. The realbn why 
I Ihew the Wedges or Cunei In the ninth 
Plate, formed/ by the Stairs and Benches, is> 
becaufe the genteel manner by which the 
Steps were diipofed, from top to bottom, ap- 
pears till this day : W hat regards the civil 
Ufe of thefe Diftinftionsj fliall be treated of 
in another place, 'Tis certain, that the 
whole Space could not otherwife have been 
divided into Triangles ; however, in that 
manner of difpofing them, the Benches had 
fome of their Bafes below, others ab6vc. 
That the Space was divided or laid out in 
the form of Wedges, appears plain, for 
}^ Apuleius iays, thofo who could not get 
a place on the Marble Steps, but flood in 
the Paflages, were unwedged. And when 
Nero placed Soldiers in the Amphitheatre, 
on purpofe that every part of it fhould ring 
with Applaufe, Tacitus iays, they were 
diftributed through all the Cunei or Wedges. 
In this Plate, befides the Stairs and Cunei 
in the middle, the inner covered Ways are 
alfo reprefented, which we fliall mention in 
their due place. 



'^ Ihrid. caf, i$. Excmeati qfmuntur^ 
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CHAP. IX. 

^ Explanation of the Jirfl Circuit 
on the Ground-Plot. 



MY Endeavour to follow Order aod 
Method, is what I propofe will give 
me the greateft Ailiftance in my prelentEflay, 
which \zsL it is to explain the Nature of the 
inner part of fuch a magnificent Stni£hiieiu 
an Amphitheatre, without the help of a 
Model] is, I think, no finall Undertakiogi 
I have therefore begun with that which firft 
offers itfelf to view, and to treat of it part by 
part. Where, after exhibiting a general 
View of the Plan, I have led the Reader to 
the Area, and enumerated all the FaiTages 
and Gates which lead within it, then exa* 
mined all that is leen from the Area: kA 
being difengaged from fpeaking of the 
exterior and interior Uprights, what now I^ 
mains is, to treat of that contained betwcctt 
the one and the other, and to defcribe the 
parts which are covered. This Particular 
has indeed not been hitherto fufficiently cxi* 
plained, for which realbn the moft wondtf* 
fal part of the elegant Fabric ftill remaiiB 
hid and unknown. 

After we pais by the Arches of the firft 

Enclofiire^ described in the Beginning, we 

«itcr 



^ter into the firft and exterior Portico : of 
lis, 'tis proper we ftiould treat, before wc 
>me within. TheBreadth of it, is thirteen Feet} 
ie upper one has fourteen, gaining one by 
le internal Degradation of the Wall. The 
rft Floor [as may be fcen in that part which 
as been uncovered] was paved with very 
uge Flags of the iame Stone with the reft ; 
ic Height from it, to the Middle of the 
.oof, is twenty-feven Feet four Inches, and 
le Ceiling is wrought in the following 
anner : From the firft Filafters, in the Situa- 
otiy above the Middle, the like Number of 
jTches are thrown into the Interior, (as ap- 
»rs in the Cut of the fifth and tenth Plates) 
»fifting of large Stones, four Foot broad 
ich, which is exa£tly the Breadth of the 
!€ond Filafters. Between the one and the 
iier of thefc arched Lines, the Roof is en- 
lefted and waved, the Wall remaining fbme- 
'iat higher, and the Arcade of Marble pro- 
linent downwards in a genteel manner. 
Tie Roofs do impoft, or draw in above the 
iicknefs of the Arches ; the Wall of thefc 
s.oofs has not any kind of Bricks in it, hut 
^ all of Stone, with fuch caution, that a 
^hole one cannot be oblerved. Since the 
^nd and fmooth Stones cannot bind with 
he Mortar, (for this reafon, we find they 
ifop off lb very eafily from our modem Walls) 
fljcrcfcre they are broken in Splinters, fb 
ftat tbo rough part of them fattens very 

well 
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well with Mortar. The Roofs of the OJi- 
leum are likewifc of Stone, and even thtfc 
immured with Arches; yet not of Marble 
like ours, but of hard Plaifter, and riveted 
from one Pilafter to another. 

In the fecond Encloiiire, the Arena has 
two Stories, that is, two Orders of Arches 
one above the other, preferved all round, as 
may be feen in Plate the third. The PiiaF' 
jfters^ with their Arches, and ibmething morei 
are of the ufual Marble. There are ooly 
three of the upper Arches that are not an- 
tique, but added, and made up about fifty 
Years ago j the whole Encloiiire is likewife 
prefervcd. As to the Walls and Roofi, tha* 
they have loft the Stairs ; one of them, however, 
F which is of the Double] has Ibme finall Steps 
m it prefer ved, and Ibme flag Stoneis of the 
repaired Floor, and of the lateral Conduk; 
and is by fuch a Direflion and fure Vcftigcs 
fupplied and perfeded. The Front of die 
Pilafters in both Stories, meafures four Feet, 
taken at the Bottom of the Impoft, and two 
Inches more taken at the Rife of the Arch; 
the Sidci is four Feet fix. In the Ground-Plot, 
the Height of the Arch is eighteen Feet fix, in 
the higher^ fixteen Feet. The Impoft of the 
Arches proceed by the fame Order, with that 
of the firft Enclofure. In it, I Ipoke not of Ac 
Breadth of the Gates, or, if we may lay it, the 
arched empty Spaces ^ but at prefent we may 

conclude 
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iclude about them, from thofe of the le- 
id, which we ftiall conlidcr. 
[n fpeaking about thcfe fecx)nd Doors, I 
er now on the Defcription of thofe inter- 
FafTages which could not be underftood, 
; had firft begun to have fliewn the Num- 
' and Situation of the Vomitories, being 
: Boundaries to which they are direfted. 
le two Arches then at the end of the O- 
L, which corrclponded with the Number I, 
i XXXVI, marked on the outfide, are 
th twelve Feet ten Inches wide, and at 
I Foot of the Capital, thirteen Feet one 
:h, and larger than any of the others, 
le two in the Middle broad- ways, which 
rrefponded with the Numbers XIX and 
iT, are wide twelve Feet two, and narrower 
an thefe contiguous to them on either fide, 
e latter being larger five Inches than they ; 
id even by that it appears how ridiculoufly 
Jople have imagined till now, that both 
ere of the iame Dimenfions with the two 
rft, and larger and more magnificent than 
le others. The four lateral Arches at the 
vo greateft Gates, are leis than any of the 
:hers ; that which is -added to the Gates, 
*ing taken from the Arches. Their Mea* 
ire is between ten Feet and a half and e« 
ven, the fixteen Entries on both hands, 
ght on each fide of the two in the Middle, 
ofsways, are in breadth between twelve 
eet three Inches, to twelve Feet fixj the 

• like 
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like Nutobet fdUowing on all the foar pAitSf 
are between ekren Feet four Inches^ to c- 
Icven Feet nine ; which Narrowing comes 
from the Elliptiek liihc^ where it is infleded, 
and the Curve becomes greater. Thefe are 
cxaftly the Measures of all the Arches, it 
being ufelefe to mark the very precife Di- 
menfions erf them onci by one 5 fince we find 
each of them vary, and irregular by two 61 
four Inchei? in their dilbtent Situatbris, whicby 
however j ougjit to correlpond exaftly/ arid 
where we are fure that the error is Gafual, 
and proceeds not from a want of Art, Id 
that the GOnfiimption of the Materials in the 
rufticfc Work having mouldered away with 
Time, hinders us from coming to a minutencfi 
in thefe pafticulars, and even in the Coli- 
leum> which is executed more politely j the 
Meafures, both with regard to the Breadth 
and Height,' vary not a little : fo that T>ef 
godetz affcrted, that even that Amphitheatre? 
was executed with very little exadhefe ; but 
the lik-e Incidents mnft neceflarily often 
happen in liich vaft Edifices of Stone, 
wherein very liiany hands were employed. 
No Perlbrt has hitherto taken the pains to 
meafure the Breadth of the Entries of the 
Colifeunii which ftill remain, or the others, 
which are now wanting j having been jtfc- 
poffeffed in the Opinion, that they were all 
cqvialj though it is very Credible, that ita thff 
l^eateft li^e^cHi' of any^ thtt/ donft' coin^ 

up 
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■^to the original Meafure, and that which 
if the greateft Confequence of all; Foti- 
ui, by the Prepoffeffion he had, that the 
r diametrical Gates ferved for the lame 
s; and that Streets of the like Breadth cor- 
»hded with them; affirmed that they all 
tfiired twenty Palms ; the other fcvcnty- 
nineteen Palms and a third, which would 
be a computable Difierence for the realbn 
have already mentioned. 
tat the Matter of Fad is, that by learch- 
with exadnels the two Gates in the Front, 
^rways, will undoubtedly be found 
kf than any of the others, perhaps two 
iurec Feet, and even more. But it will 
be difficult to be fure of this by the 
iies, which, according to the Drawing, 
of to be remaining in the third Enclofure, 
ich correfponds with our lecond. 
^e ftiall now mention where every one 
thofe Entries, and the different Stairs of 
firlt Enclofure lead, by confidering one . 
nil part of the Building, fince the other 
» fourths are exaftly alike. The cour- 
lis Reader may caft his Eye on the Plan, 
i tenth Plate, which ftiew a Sedion with 
inner Stairs that ne'er have been known 
*c, nor underttood by any who have 
ted on the Subject of Amphitheatres. Be- 
ting from the Middle length-ways, at 
liber 1. of it, and the other three which 
>w one another, we have fpoke of al- 

U • re<.dy. 
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ready. At Number VI. we have a Stair of. 
20 Steps, interrupted by a Flat ; at the end 
of which Stair tbere is a great Window in 
Front, which pierces through the third Eji- 
clofure, and lends .Light forward. The Ys^isit 
of this Space afcends even to the middle of 
it, then defcends : thereafonis, becauie £■» rft, 
there is a Stair upon it, which goes to a "Vo- 
mitory of the fourth Line, then the rem^fcin- 
. der has part of the Steps upon it. EE ^bt 
of the Vaults are, for the lame reafon^ of 
the fame figure. 

The forementioned Stair proceeds (dou- 
bling with two Branches of fourteen Step^ on 
each lide, then returns, arid leads up to the 
Ambulatory. By thole two Branches tfcey 
pafs on each hand by Doors with Afcriii- 
traves over thei», 9 Feet s Inches high, 
wide 7 Feet 2 s one Pier thereof, namely, 
that which would remain, joined to the inner 
Wall, diminifties, and feems to lofe itfelf in 
the Wall, in order to leave the Door the 
more fpacious; and, if I am not deceived, 
the whole is reprelented diftinftly in the Plate. Fc 
There are alio four Steps which fill up the ^b 
Thickncfs of the other Pier, expreffed like- 
wife in the Plan, which come upon the Flat 
of the other Branch, as we have Ikid ^' 
ready. * 

In the fifth and feventh Spaces, there arc 

two Under-ftairs, which form Rooms ; cot^ f^ 

tain Conduits of Marble, which lay hid, gP 

• • along 
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long with the Stairs near the WalL Thele 
'roughs or Conduits lefved for tjie Urine in 
le higher parts -of the Building: of thefe, 
rveral Pieces are prelerved, the Breadth of 
^hieh is one Foot, having difcharged them^ 
dves into other Conduits under ground; 
f which in its due place. 
There isaPaflage which correfponds with 
le eighth Space, and goes ftreight, even, to 
ic inner Enclofure. The ninth and tenth 
ave two oblong Rooms, without any other 
>utlet. The eleventh had a Stair with an 
rched Window in Front, which ftrikes the 
light in another of the Iccond Enclofure. 
^his Stair turned ftreight with a Iquare Door, 
fce thofe defcrib'd in the double Stair, and 
^cnt to the Flat by four Steps, and to the 
xond Branch of NumberXII. having a Room 
nder it. Another Paffage follows, leading 
3 the Todiumy like that at Number VIII. 
cxt an oblong large Room, then a Stair with 
v^o Branches, like that we have Ipoke of 
Iready. The feventeenth has a Way to the 
Podium, as thetwoaforelaid; and the i8th 
. large Room, with which the fourth of the 
iuifdmg ends in the Ground-Plot i the dia- 
aetrical Paffage following crofs-ways, in the 
imeteenth, which terminates in the third 
?ortico, and which, on the Right-hand, has 
iich another large Room, with a great Win- 
dow, that lt)oks above the Gallery in the 
ttiiddle.- The Staapfs appear in the Plan of 

'^^'.^^U 2 this 
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this^ Story, as being thofe which .are fixed 5. 
the Groqnd- The Apertures in' the cojcm- 
tigupws Walls are likewife marked at tlzne 
fecond Floor, tho' they properly belong 10 
the fecond Story. 

C H A p. X. 

■ 

Of the fecond Story of the Amph^- 
thedtre-i and its Plan* 

S the firft Encloftire confifts of tj:wo 

Stories, lb, before we proceed to <:hc 

more inward parts, we muft alcend to «he 
iecond ; and here it is where the moft art:ftl 
part of this Building becomes moft conlj^i'^ 
cuous, and whereof^ the truth is, all t:hR 
able Architefts who tiU now have treated 
on this head, have not had any right Notion 
at all J as may be particularly known by the 
Plans which T>efgodetz and Fantana h^v^ 
given of the Iecond Story of the Colifctun* 
For, befides the Plan's being altogether er- 
roneous, they don't give us any hint aboUtC he 
Stairs and PalTages by which they came ^ 
the Vomitories of the fourth Row, nor Il<^^ 
they came out by the Stairs. In the 'Sf^ 
I have ftiewn in what manner both th^^ 
Architefts underftood it. ; 

I muft, however, apprize the Reader of 
that which cannot be exprefled by the Pl^^, 

•namely^ 
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iamely, that there are two Pavements in 'the 
ccond Story, an interiburorie lower, which 
sthat belonging to all the Rooms or InTets; 
Jiat is, above which the lecond Branch of 
he Stairs lead : The other Paveinedt is an 
-'xterior one, higher, upon the circular cp- 
'ercd Way or Gallery, to which ypu ?d- 
'ance by new Branches of finall Steps.' ' Wc 
nuft lifcewiie premile, that in this Order tbe 
Uches are not all of them of iui ^qijal 
leight, there being eight which exceed th© 
thers by three Feet, namely, the four dia- 
letrical Arches, and other four in the ^ddlc 
f thefe J and yet not exaftly in the nuddle, 
Ince between the one in the middle, leijgth- 
/ays, and the other middle one, crcifi-ways, 
here are feventeen Arches. Hence t^etje ^rc 
^ht which remain on each fide of tJiat id 
ae niiddlc, where the higheft ^rch we nayc 
icntioned, leaves feyen on the fi^e next 
ic Breadth, and nine on the fide towards 
ic length. : L ■ 

But now let us begin from the lb weft in-, 
cr Floor, upon which all the iecohd BraJTChes 
f the Stairs reft, ftiewn in the Ground-Plot, 
tid let us proceed from Number V." in. or- 
er to humour the Bending of the Stairs ; 
ic Knowledge of which, I believe, will be 
luch facilitated by the Shafts which (hevv . 
heir Extmfion. See likewife at Nuinbcr V. 
tl the Plan of the fecond Story, that the left 
branch of the ' double Staii takes its beginhing 
U 3 "from 
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from a Flat, which finds an Aperture on th< 
Right-hand thereof. • This Aperture reprc 
fents a round Gate, in height lo Feet 
broad 7 . Feet, which may be obferved 

it is exactly in the loth Plate, which y< )U 

mnft have here before you. By it. y< )\x 

go through a Paflage which takes up t^Hie 
Space of Number IV. the Pavement of 
which is. ftiewn in the faid Plate, by a P^^rt 
not ftiaded, which diftinguilhes it. At t=i-he 
Bottom of the PaiTage, there is the in^=ier 
Gate of one of the Voqiitories pf the thrrard 
Round, with fix fmall Steps, which are j^- tc- 
ferved here in feveral places, and are fhe^^^^^ 
. in the Drawing. In the fame manner j^^ou 
go to all the Mouths or Openings of ^hc 
third , Line 5 that is, that moft of all iC^he 
Doors" of the Entries are likewife pref^r- 
VCfl in the high parts, and are uniform w 
all the four Rows; high 7 Feet 9 Inchm^^ 
wide 6 Feet 6, and all of Stone : the Pa^^c- 
ment is all of large Flag-fl:ones ; the fix fir^^D 
' Stairs are almoft aU of red Marble, wh.i^b 
afcend from them to come out again in tic 
Stairs; they are one Foot broad, high ^^ j 
Inches. . I 

The lame Paffage, over-againfl: that ^7 i 
which we enter, has another fquare G^*^^ | 
' • 7 Feet . 6 Inches high,^ allowing for the | 
Threftiold, there remaining 7 Feet whi^^ 
admits Lights with a Breadth of 4 Feet^4> 
all of* huge Stones, about 4 Feex in big' 
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ncfi. Through it we pais into the third 
Space, where ther? is a Room, in form like 
the anterior Paffage, but ftiut up at the top, 
and from which you go through a round 
and leffer Door, without Pilafters of Stone, 
into a broken Chamber, which perhaps had 
Ught from a Window which might have 
been in the Wall, and ftiut up on the out- 
fide; but thefe Walls are all deltroy'd. 
Thefe two Rooms, with their Doors, could 
K)t be fliewn in the Plate ; but it was of 
ronfequencc to fliew the Stairs, with their 
Paflages and Places of Retreat. 

But here we muft remember, that of thefe 
hree Gates, the firft, which from the Flat 
50CS in length along with the Paffage, has 
10 Marks of ever having had Impofts, nor 
iny other Enclofure j but the other, which 
eads into Rooms, appropriated cither for lay- 
ng any thing up in them, or for fome other 
^articular Ufe, has two round Holes in the 
Jtone of the Threftiold, near the Sidc-Pofts, 
>ne on each hand, and' two others corre- 
ipondent with them, in the Traverle above ; 
ivhich ftiew, that in them the Hinges of 
:wo parts of the Gates turned : that is, two . 
round Pieces of Wood or Metal, which en - 
tered above and below in . the Holes, and 
turned round, caufing the Impofts to play. 
By this we dilcover the taanner of the arr- . 
ci^t Impofts, called Tofies by the Latins^ 
and the true Signification of the words Car do 

. U 4 and 
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and ^oluSf in Greek crpiKptvsy which \B/9a 
much' as to fay, a Thing cdpablc of tujuing; 
Rutulusy in the ancient Glofiaries* How- 
ever, * Fitruvius calls thofe Cardine^y roiui4 
whidh we imagine the World turns, by dtie 
Greeks called Toles'^ for which rczfyn^ 
!^ Ifidorus called a Cuneus or Wedge, tJje 
Hinge. 

But let us return to Number V. From 

that JBlat, going ftreight forward, we afccpd 

by fix Steps up to the circular Portico ; fxk^ 

turning to the Right, we obferve firft, that 

in the inner fide, between the Pilafters whidl 

correlpond with the two fbremention'd RoQms, 

ihe Mark of a .Wall or Paveiwnt, about fa^U 

the hei^t of a Man, which enclofed them, 

appears ; being inftead of a Parapet, leaving 

a free Palfage above for Light. Then at 

Number II. we find a Stair, with two Branches. 

the firft confifting of fix finall Steps, the o- 

ther of eight, both hollipwed out in the breadth 

of the fame Space. This Stair leads into the 

little Room which is above the great Gate 

where the Arch is higheft.; tho', for all that, 

the Roof is not higher, but only the Arch; 

. w which, contrary to the others, concenters ir 

the Wall, and. thereby makes three Feet 

! jnore of Li^ht; -In the inner Point of th^l 

. Chamber, there is. the Gate, with little Stepi 

'.wliich lead into tibat Vomitory of the fourth 
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LiQe> fituated on the end of the Oval* Oa 
tbe outfide of the fame Room we lee the 
b^inning of a Vaults which has gone up- 
wards, with the Veftiges of the Stair upon 
it, and a Gate in it of fufficient height on 
account of the Axch, which, as we have 
£ud, riies here more than the others. Where 
that Stair led, we flxall mention afterwards. 

We fliall now only obferve, that one of the 
four exterior Arches of this iecond Floor, which 
by good luck ar€ prefer ved, gives us plainly 
to under Aand^ that in thefe eight Situations, 
there have beerf Partition-Walls of Marble 
on each hand, which crolBng, took the Stak 
Dp in the middle, and run from the Filacers 
of the firft Enclofure to thoft of the fccond^ 
fince we lee the Capital cut in the middle on 
the infide^ and the Stones chelTeled and made 
jSnooth, appearing to have been joined with 
each other. We have likewiie Marks that 
thele Walls of Partition had Arches, or a Door, 
in ttie middle, for pailage. But befides, we (ee, 
that from the Partition* Walls made of the iame 
Stones, the empty Space of the external Arch 
was sfhut up in Front i and that the iaid Wall 
was no more than one Foot in breadth, and 
ficuated at the middle of the Pilafter. So 
much we learn from the Capital of the lame 
Pilafter being cloven and laid open : The 
Plan, however, has been fupplied h^r^, where 
thefe Traverfcs are ftewn, and the Stairs 

p6inte4 
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pointed out, of which lure Evidences and 
Vcftiges are found. 

Having delcrib'd the firft five Spaces of 
the fecond Story, we ftiall now proceed 
to the ' fe venth 5 in which a Flat appears, 
Ae Right-hand Branch of the double Stair 
leading thereto, and has a Poor on the Left. 
Thofe that were to return to the third Or- 
der of the Openings, enter'd by it, and found 
the Difpofition of the Parts there like that 
at Number IV. and ^Yhoever was to aicend 
to the laft Order of the four Openings, went 
up upon the Portico, and in the neareft Space 
on the Right-hand, found a Stair which has 
a Door at the end thereof, and likewife the 
Out-let of the Vomitory. This Stair falls on 
that of the middle of thole which are double* 
At Number IX. there is nothing, the great 
Room of the Ground-Plot being at its full 
Height, even to the Roof or Vault which 
liipports the Steps. In the Walls of thefe 
Laterals jre two Hollows placed perpendi- 
cularly, which ferve by way of Conduits 
for conveying away all manner of Naftincis, 
and for the Water which fell on the Roof 
of the high Lodge ; where large Pipes of 
Metal have been found. The Marks and 
Veftiges of the* Wall, which ferved as a 
Fence to thofe who walked on the Portico, 
are feen every where. After the foremen- 
tioned Imall Steps of Number VII. which 
bended towards the left, paffing by two 

Spaces 
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spaces above the Portico, in the tenth we 
find a Stair with.two Branches, like that of 
Niunber II. only that it bends to the Right, 
this to the Left. The Remainder of this 
Space is without any Pavement, like thenext 
of Number IX. By the faid Stair we enter 
into a linaU Room. Number U. .is like that 
of Number I. with the Door of a Vomitory 
on one hand, a Stair on the other, which 
afcended towards the firft Encloliire, and aUb 
between two Walls. Thele Separations di- 
vided the exterior Portico into eight parts, 
all of them like that already defcribed. 

Number XII. has the fecond Branch of a 
plain Stair, from the Flat of which, turn- 
ing to the Left-hand by an arched Door, we 
enter into a Room direded to one of the 
third Vomitories i and afcending above the 
Portico, one might pais thro' both to the 
Stair at Number X. and by palling the 
Door crols-ways, to the Stair, Number XV. 
like that of Number VI. both of which lead 
to the Opening of the laft Order. The four- 
teenth Space is at its full height, like that 
of Number IX. Number XVI. leads both 
to the Opening of the third Line, which is 
on its Right-hand, and to that of the fourth 
on its Left. The eighteenth is an empty 
Space at its full height. In the nineteenth 
the Arch turns higher, and the little Room 
alio, which has Stairs on each hand. Thus 
have we difcufled what belongs to the ft- 

cond 
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cond Story, and fhewn all the Stairs v^hiq] 
lead to the two laft Ilows of the Vomitorii 
and like wife to thofc high 'Parts which w.er< 
above the Steps. 

CHAP. XI. 

Of the interior Covered Ways^ and 
the Enclofure of the Middle. 

• 

THE Seftion of the largeft Paflagi 
given in 5P/^?^ IX. ftiews that afte 
the three Arches above the ifblated Pilafien 
there follows another, a Foot higher and tw< 
broader. Through it we enter into thi 
middle Ambulatory, the Roof of which i 
2S Feet high. The Pavement was laid will 
Flags of the ufual kind of red Marble, tei 
Inches thick j and " there are ftill fe vera 
Iquare pieces remaining above the Condui 
under ground. In this Covered Way, oi 
the part towards the outfide, there arie fiif 
of all. the Out-lets, with Architraves ove 
them^ or the Doors of the Paflfages alre^dj 
mentioned ; the Pilafter has 4 Feqt on eac? 
.fide : Next follows the Void or empty Space 
of only 4 Feet 10, .for the afdrewid reaipn 
which occafions the two lateral Pailage» tc 
have lb finall an Opening, and. a^e ^ontir 
guous to the great ones. The lecond emptj 
Space is 7 Feet, partaking alJ(b foinewha^ 
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of the Narrowing. Next, is another Door, 
9 Feet wide, through which goes the Faflage 
towards the Center. Then follows a WaiUl 
correfponding with the three Spaces of the 
double Stair : then another Door, through 
which another FalTage goes: After that a 
Wall, through four Arches; then another 
Door, and fo goes on, even to the Door in 
the middle, crols-waysj broad lo Feet 4, * 
which is one Foot i o Inches lefi than the 
outer one correlpondent with it, on account 
of the Lines that approach, and which pro- 
ceed to a Point, The external Side of this 
fccond covered Way, may be obfcrved ex- 
adly deEncated in ^late IX. a part of 
it being in the middle of the Area, and 
^ther part on each fide of the Cunei or 
Wedges. 

All thefe Doors from the ancient Pave- 
ment to the Arch crofs-ways, which is of 
very imall Curvature, are 20 Feet 8 Inches . 
high i fo that the Pofts or Piers made of large 
Stones go higher than the foot of the Roof^ 
which extraordinary Height fcrves to give 
g^eata: Light to the Portico. But we mufl 
J?ot negled mentioning the Windows which . 
*re in two Rows, fome on high at the Bend- 
^lag of the Roof, and Iquare with the great 
^tonc above, floping. Of thefe we have 
*Uade mention,fpeakingof the fecond Branches 
^the Stairs: They receive Light through 
^n Arch of the fecond Story, and with the 
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Dircftion of that flopihg Stone, fends it ^^i 
very curious manrier into the Rooms, or S^ 
Ions; which arc on the other fide of the JEV) 
tico, as we fliall afterwards mention, Thej 
are others fomewhat lower, and arched* i 
the top, and much larger than the others; IE 
every firfl: outer Stair one of thefe correlj 
and are found oppofite to every Stair of 
other inner Circuit., Thefe, for the 
* part, have been lately fiU'd up j the Paffi 
being likewile fhut up with Walls, in o: 
to make thele places ulefuL 

But to return, in order to obferve the 
fide of the Portico, the Drawing of whii 
leen in the lame Plate, from the part o 
againft the Wedges. At the beginniji 
it there is the Wall of a Room, which^ 
its Entry on the other fide, and on this 
only a high and narrow Window, or a 
as we ihall call it : Then there is a Gate 
an Architrave, through which you pafi 
the third Portico, and is as high as that w^ 
correiponds with it in its Front. Next 
lows a finall Room, which ihews that it 
made ule of for a Prilbn, but not for Wi 
Beafts, becaufe it has the Door too n^r 
. and this is formed by four pieces of Stone,' 
which, that which makes the Traverfc abai^ 
is two Feet high, and enters into the Wan 
taking up much more Space than the DooJ 
In the higher part the Architrave follow* 
under it is a Window of this Prilbn, one Fofl 
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wide and three high, and in this comes the 
Light from the Window which is oppofite 
to it, with the Pavement above over-hanging. 
Thefe Doors have a round Hole in the 
Threftiold, and another above, into which 
the Poles of the Impoft entered. Next is' 
another Door of the ufual Height, with a 
Stair confifting of ten Steps, upon which is 
the inner Door of an Opening of the iecond 
Row, and beyond it other eight finall Stairs^ 
which have the Tracin^io or Bench above 
it. The Window above that Stair throws 
the Light in, and is on the other fide a little 
lower and arched. The reft goes all on in 
the lame manner, divided into Prilbns, Pat 
fages and Stairs, with the fame Diftributions 
of Light. But the Plan and View of the 
inner and hidden covered Ways, makes every 
thing fufficiently underftood. The twelve 
iVifons have all the Doors in the fccond Am- 
bulatory, without any manner of Out-let on 
the part towards the Area. There is alfo a 
finall Loop-Hole befides the Slip of the Win- 
dow, which was cut through above the Steps; 
the manner of which may be obferv'd in 
ibme imall ancient Pieces which have fudi 
round Holes. As to thofe few rough Steps, 
now miftiapen by the North Winds, I re- 
niembo" a good many Years ago, having by 
chance gone into the Arena j I juft came in* 
time to hinder, as it were, by mere Force, 
the Deftrudion which the Malbns were about 
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to make of them, who had refolv-d to re 
cfipve them arid put new ones in their place 
I was equally lucky on another occafion^ i 
hindering them from demoliihing the final 
.pieces which remained of the highcft Roc 
of all, and from borings ifl a cruel manne : 
the lower Vaults in fixteen places, as Hxr 
ingenious Ingineers had relblved to do, ths 
lb' they might make ule of it for a ceitai 
AflSir of their own. But to proceed : \^ 
mufl: take notice, that the Paffages. s 
well as the Doors and Rooms, do not 
little encreafe in breadth, as they come tc 
wards the middle, being much wider tha 
towards the Pbrnt of the Oval. The littJ 
Doorsi however, of the Rooms or Grdlto'^ 
keep all the lame Meafure and Form, whk: 
is a Confirmation that they were Prilons-fc 
thofe condemned to the Beafts. I don't fcnav 
in what other place fb many and lb larg< 
pieces of the ancient Walls of the Romarts 
are prelerved : io that here, better than any 
where ellc, we can lee the manner of their 
Building. They are built of Stones, but all 
broken j the Mortar is mixed with, and ftifl 
of Pebbles or imall Stones : However, fe 
that Paffage of Thucydides^ quoted in the 
Iccond'Ghapter, I have ex^ain'd it ^'Glriaky 
where others have not well tranflated k!P/>W 
of Stone. This Ceriient or Mortar, isbeoM» 
lo Iblid, as even to exceed MatWfe itfclf io 

■ 
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haidneis : this we are confirmed in by confi- 
dering the marvellous Duration of the four 
Pieces which belong^ to the outer RcOf^ 
difcovered on the falling down of the higher 
parts, which for fo many Ages had bore the 
many heavy Rains which have beat againft 
it, and the Injuries of the hard Frofts. The 
Stones are not continued from above down- 
wards, but at the dlftance of every Yard 
there is a Courle of Pilafters, with three Rows 
of large, broad, four-corner'd Stones, alter- 
nately. This Older is kept every where, lb 
that the whole Wall, by thele different Strata, 
5U we may lay, is better lined and kept ftrait ; 
5ind the truth is, our modern milhapen Walls 
Juake at the belt but a very dull Figure, 
Vliere.as in ancient times, the Walls as well 
^Roofi were made politely, nay, and painted 
too, as appears by the Remains of the Co- 
loDTs found upon Ibme parts of the inner 
^^oofs. In Rome^ in the middle Paflkgeof 
the Amphitheatre, not only have the Re- 
Qiains of ancient Painting been feen, but o- 
tlier genteel Ornaments of Stucco alio. 

We muft not forget to oblcrve, that at 
Ac top of the Pilafters we find one parti* 
Wilar Stone at every Door, larger than any 
of the others, and which enters two Feet 
^thin the Wall, and ferves for the belter 
^fading and fixing the whole together. In 
thcCoors towards the inner fide, thefeltey- 
Stoiles are not at the top, but a little above 

X the 
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the middle. Nay, in the Windows alfoi 
which have the hanging Lafiray and ienJ 
the Light into the Prifons, there are two liicb 
Stones, but formed like half the Tail of si 
Swallow, and appear, as it were, like Wings 
to the other. 

After this, is the third Portico, but no- 
near io low as is reprelented in the manj 
Drawings we have of it, but of the prope 
Height' of twelve Feet ; in it, from the fidi 
towards the Area, there is nothing befide: 
the forementioned Apertures, four of whicE 
led Into the Area through a hanging Lafira 
and twelve on the Podium by five fina] 
Steps. On the other fide, there are only th- 
Doors correQ)onding to the fixteen Fafl^es 
and two more for the middle Ways in th^ 
Breadth, which, in the laft Enclolure, havi 
not an Opening leading to the Podium, a 
the others, but only an oblong Window 
high on the Wall, which comes out on th 
Steps in order to iiipply the dark part of i 
with Light J but we cannot give its precH 
Form, becaufe in the Reparations both tb 
parts have been altered. 

The Doors which are in this inner Aai 
bulatory are fix Feet high, and in the middle 
at the Key-Stone or Quoin, they ate raife 
fix Inches more : Thoie in the middle ai 
nine Feet three Inches wide, the two nearc 
nine Feet, the others Ibmething leis. The 
are compofcd of fiye pieces of Marble, tw 

€ 
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of which make the Rows of Pilafters, which 
we large two Feet in Iquare, ibme three, and 
the Architrave three. There is a current Opi- 
nion amortg Architeds, that whatever is made 
with an Architrave will with Age fall to the 
gtound ; but I think they never can happen, 
where they are made like thele Outlets we 
bave defcribed : for the Key-Stone in the 
niddle is wedged, and, as we lay, S\vallow- 
:ail'd. The two Stones on each fide are 
^ JF'eet 7 long, fo that there remains 4 Feet 
ind a half on each hand, on the out-fide of 
lie Pilafters, imbedded in the Wall : The 
iight that are near the two ends of the Oval, 
las the Traverfc of one piece only, and this 
s the four through which the Paflages go> 
vhich is reprefented in Plate IK. as is a 
Stone 1 2 Feet in length, the Square of it two 
?ect and a half thick. Tho', if now-a-days 
nir Mafter-builders w^ere to place fiich Pieces 
Q that Situation, it would, I own, puzzle 
hem a little. Not one of thefe Architrave* 
s broken in the middle, tho' -* Vafari iays, 
lU thofe of ancient and modern Stones are com- 
Qonly fo: at the fame time he propoles a 
^cry good Method for keeping them froms 
waking, and the truth is, he gave a very 
5ood Example thereof in the beautiful Build- 
ng qf the Ufizi in Florence. Of this Fa- 
)ric, thofe who have had occafion to mentiori 
t, or to make a Draught of it, have not ob-; 
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ftrved what was iiioft Wonderful, that the 
Frortt, all around, is out of- the iPerpendicu- 
lar; yet, for ^U this, neither is it perceptible 
to the Eye, nor dbes^ it prejudice -the Firm- 
nels thereof; itl io much that another Story 
being afterwards placed above it, and Ibmc 
hundreds of Marble Bufto's and Statues, yet 
no part thereof has moved. 

With regard to the inner and Iblid Enclp- 
fure, wc have laid enough a:lready. The 
Poofs which led the ^ptftators of the gteatcft 
Note, by means of five Steps on the Podwira, 
Were neither higher than thofc in the upper 
part of the Buildhig^ as one might believe by 
obferving more Steps cut by then* Openiiigs 
it prefent, thati what is obferved by the otlier 
Doors ; nor were they lefs,^ as T>efgod^etz and 
others have afferted, ;" by ima^nmg; without 
any Ground, that they ferved.for the Admii^ 
fionoftheWild-Beafts; and alfo* beciufe,. be- 
fore thefe Ddors the Steps, by the Fatilt of the 
ikepairers, are hampered at preftnt ; tho' at 
firft they have all oeen equal to tfhfe others df 
the Vortiitories, and of the fame Form too. This 
Enclofure had no other t)oors,.nor in It anfy 
nearer Rooms, or any kind of empty Space, iS 
has been hitherto believed ; and it was ib far 
from being contrived: thlt the Bfeilfe m\M 
come but from it into the Area,' that the nVt? 
imall inner Step^ difcovered it preifeiit; bj/ 
which they afcended to tht inn^ IDbbrrf^ 
fliew clearly how it was anciently made, 
and the Method ufed \a the Shews. 

But 
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But we muft not forget^ by recapitulating 
prefent, tha.t the inner patt of the Arnphi- 

tb^atre had 6,6 Entries, .including the two 

great Gates. Of thele, the fix lowermoft at 

the ends of the Oval, ferved for the Aftors,. 

land led into the Area or (Field. The other 6o 

were appropriated for the.Spedators, and had 

all different wa):s, difpofed in the following 

manner : Twelve ftrait Paflages led .to an 

equal number of'Openings atovp the Podiqm, 

which croffed the Portico's ^nd Enclolures 

ftom the exterior Arches : The Stairs confifted 

cC)f five Steps. In like manner the two di^i- 

metrical Paflages led thither, crols-way^s. 

l?(iole who were pbliged to come out by the 

»ppenings of the fccond Row, by entring 

,thfough the 1 6 Paflages which were dilppfed 

?t\ equal Diftancesj (nay, there were i8, 

ioclading fhe* two in the middle, broad- 

.^ays:) did not go further than the.fecond 

Portico; but finding therein the \6 Stairs of 

. tfjye fecond Enclofiire, they afcended ftraight 
to .their Outlets or Openings. All thofc to 

•wrjioni the Wedges or Cmei were afligned, 
sifhich were cprrqfpondent . to the Openings 

. ot "the two higher Rows, found their Stairs 
in. the outer Portico, eight gf which were 

;ii|jgle, the other four double. Whoever 
.^jjis obliged to come forth from the third 

.Row, /by afcending two Branches of a Stair, 
icmained in the lowefl: Floor of the fecond 

v§to|y, and in the neareft Space to that, found 

rfe Pop! and Steps thereof: But thofe who 



JIO Of AjMP HI THEATRES. 

were to goon to the 1 6 Openings of the fourth^H 
Round, went up above the Covered Wa] 
or Gallery, and c^me out on the Steps twi 
Ways : others, by the eight near^ft and ff rail 
Stairs ; and others to the eighth, in two fe- 
veral divided Branches, and entered into th( 
high little Rooms which had the Vomitorii 
at the top of them. In fine, thole who 
the places aflign'd them, which were high( 



than all the Steps feen at prelent, entered^ 
into the little Glofcts, but then proceedec:3 
forward, afcending by thofe eight Stairs 
croffed the interior Ambulacrum:, which wi 
have ftiewn in the eleventh Tlate, 

We muft not forget, that there were fix:- 
teeh long Rooms;^ fome of which were 
itheir full Height in the firft Enclofure, be- 
fides eight Imaller ones under the Stairs 
and likewile twenty-eight Prifons with nar- 
row Entries, and four Rooms with propor- 
tionate r)oors in the lecond. 

I ftiall now lay before the Reader Ibm 
of the moft cpnfiderable Differences whic^:* 
may be feen in moft of the Plans and Dff- 
icriptions given hitherto of the ^pphitheatre -5 
not, however, with a Defign to derogate ii 
the leaft from the Praife, which I willingL 
and in the fuUeft manner, fhall give thoL^ , 
who have laboured on this cjifficult Sul>- 1 
jeft ; but my Intention herein, is to give - ^ J 
right Impreffion of the true Symmetry thereai^ I 
<jnd to confifm what I have already aflfcrtc^ I 
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1 this Treatife; tho', I believe, it would 
e fuperfluous to mention the Authors who 
ave wrote on this head, and yet have not 
mierftood Architefture. Lipjius and MonU 
aucon happily difcuffed the whole Difficulty 
dating to the Stairs, by laying only two 
^ords on the head ; one, by the fingle Ex- 
ireffion ^ deatjfantur^ that the Stairs croffed 
ne another ; which, the truth is, they never 
lo. The other, by faying they went up to 
he Vomitory by ^ hidden PafTages; tho' 
hey are, by the by, all of them ipacious 
md noble, T^efgodetz likewile, who has 
ucceeded therein better than any of the o- 
hcr Architefts, Ihcws in his Seftion of the 
i)lifeum, as well in the firft as in the fecond 
Jtory, the Croffings of Stairs ; which, by the 
>y, not only would confound the Oeconomy 
>f the Building, but fpoil the better part of 
it. Nor am I certain that Serlio drew it in 
chat manner, giving no hint thereof in what 
tie himfeif fays on the Subjeft i but what 
ippears to be fo in his Book, is occaiioned 
rather by the Errors of thofe who engraved 
his Plates ; fince there nevfcr could have been 
Stairs which meet one another, nor could 
ever the Foot of the Stairs, in the Gallery, 
in the middle, proceed towards the outer 
part of the Building j by which People would 
have been obliged to have come forward, an4 



^ Cap. 11. Dtcujfantur, 
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then to return back again. . So that the Af- 

fertion of * T>efgodetz was but ill grounded, 

when he faid, that in the Stairs of the firft 

JLnclofure, they entered not cmly fixwn tlic 

lecond Gallery, or Covered Way, but alio 

from the third j; which is as much as to fay^ 

the firft and fecond in our Arena. That 

would not have been much to be learned 

from the Architedureof the Amphitheatre, if 

fas they have hitherto made People' believe] 

in fo many places there had been two Stain, 

one againft the other^ made ni an u&lefi 

manner, to proceed, ill of them, towaids 

the fame Point. So likewile in the Drawuig 

of the Amphitheatre of Capua^ the Stair at 

the Letter E, made to go backward, isnot 

right i nor is the reft done with greaterCoi- 

rednels, the whole being copied from the 

imagination of Ltpfius. Abaye all, it is woa- 

derful, that no body has fliewn the manner 

how People were led to the Openings of the 

third and fourth Rows, nor the Difliibutions 

of the Paffages belonging to them. 

T^efgodetZy in his Plan, diftinguiflics the 
Stairs that go upwards, and others which go 
down, as if they were not all of them ori- 
ginally defigned for leading . the Spedatofs 
up to the higher parts of the Building ; and 
fays, that the Light on the middle Gdlery, 
or Covered Way, comes from certain Slips 
qf Windows. But thofe Windows he points 
out, in imitation of Serlio. in the middle of 
• p.24(J. i ' thq 



of AMPHltHEATRK-S. ^IJ 

the Gallery itfelf, were not made to give* 
Light ; becaufe, fcarcely is there any thing 
lemaining to be illuminated by them, by reafbxi 
of the great Height where they are placed^ 
and the Iraall number that there are .ojt them : 
Tho' I own, they are made to refleft the 
Light on the Prifbns, and on -the Stairs xhat 
are more forward ; the Gallery itfelf recei- 
ving Light from the many and high Inlets 
or Doors in it. At the Opening or Mouth 
of all thefe Inlets in the Gdllefy, in the Plan 
cf the Arena, he makes Steps, which neither 
are, or ever could • have been : .As, in like 
manner, in the lirft Enclofure, <hc: made all 
the Stairs double, when one only in the 
iburth Round is (b. 

Then with regard to the lecorid Story, 
which, by curious Enquiry in the Amphi- 
theatre of Verona^ rtight make the whole 
plain and intelligible} neither .does he give 
9 Plan thereof, nor mentions a word about 
it, tho' he does about that of the Cdlileunl, 
but has been far from conliilting truth therein ; 
and yet that is the very part which he ought 
to have confidered more diligently than any, 
FoF the greateft Difficulty in this Building, 
conlifls in well underftanding in what manner 
People went up to the higher parts of it, and 
Jiow the Paflkges were ib contrived as not to 
crofi one another. Befides, he marks out a 
Stoir crols-ways, upon* the third Space of the 
"Ic Enclofure, which agrees not with 

the 
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the Symmetry of the Building, nor in that S^-^ 
tuation or Manner could it have flood there* 
Jn the firft Enclofure he entirely omits all 
the oblong Rooms, which ferved for ufeful .. 
Repofitories ; for where could they otherwife 
have laid up fo many wooden Utenfils, Ib- 
ilruments and Accoutrements, which were ne- 
ceflary in the Shews? N^y, "^ Vitruvius 
j5)eaking of the Theatres, fays, that in iuch 
places thi^y had Magazines of Neceffaries from 
the Qty, In the fecond Enclofure, inftead 
of Prilbns he ihews many Outlets into the ^ 
inner Portico; which would indeed have 
been ufelefs, fince two uniformly alike, near 
one another, are feeq no where. In the 
Roman Amphitheatre, ho makes the diamei- 
trical Paflages come crois-ways into the Area, 
which is repugnant to the nature of the thing, 
for many re^ns, as is already fhewn. So 
that as well in that of Romfy as the other 
of Verona^ he makes the Vomitories lower 
than they ftiould be, leaving out every where 
the Steps which led to the Podium, without 
having confidered that it was nep^ffary like- 
wife that they fhould have afcended or en^ 
tered fbmewhere 5 and that by aflSgning aD 
'thefe Openings to the Area, the Podium which 
was the moft qoble ^ac? of ^ny, remains 
confequently without any Entry at all. Nor 
was it convenient to defcend to it from the 
fecond Row of Vomitories, and* from the 
Steps, fjnce even the very loweft Ranl^ oi 

7 L.f. <r.9. • tuft 
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the People were never obliged firft to go 
up, and then come down again. 

Thefe Remarks I ,have made about ^ef- 
godetZy becaufe P have found him, notwith- 
ftanding what has been laid, more deler- 
ving Confideration than the others ; moft 
of the other Books wrote on this head beings 
as it were, wrote at random, and as their 
Fancies have led them. So that from what has 
been feid, we may gather, if I am not mi- 
ftaken, how remote the Study of Antiquity 
is from that Degree of Perfedion to which 
it is commonly believed, and as the many 
Iplendid Volumes commonly ftiew it ; by 
which that kind of Merchandife is current 
every where, Ipreading its Glpominels over 
the Globe. 

CHAP. XIL 

Of the higher Stories on the inner Side 

of the Building. 

TH E Effays hitherto made by Authors 
on the Subjed of Amphitheatres, have 
been very commendable ; and a fine thing it 
is, to reprefent thofe Parts of the Fabric, which 
iho' not fubfifting ?it prefent, have however 
left behind them manifeft Evidences and 
JVJarks, that they have been. But what fhaUwe 
lay at prefcnt, when we are forced to attempt 
the Defcription of thole highermoft Rounds 
or Enclofures which appear no more^ and in 

the. 
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the Situations of which, there remains nothing 
but Air, incapable of having any Mark left 
in it ftt all ? I 

In treating of this, it if neceflary, firft of 
.all to direft our Thoughts on t^ie Amphi- 
theatre of Romey in which a Method is Idt 
to find out ibme Tra-ces of it, and tJherqhy 
gather Conjeftures about that of Keron^. 

That the Colileum had like wife within it 
other Stories, ereded proportionately aboye 
.the Steps of which we have already treated, 
-the outer parts thereof plainly indicate i 
/but how and in what manner they have been, 
;is not poffible to afcert^in wholly. 

In, Prints, the truth is, we have qo more 
to defire that way, fince there have been 
ieveral Defigns publifhed, which ihew the 
Infide without any Want at all. Among o- 
thersy we lee thofe oiLiipJius and FontanUy 
.tho' the fad is, they are all Chimsera's; it 
being undoubtedly certain, th^t the inner 
and higher parts of the Building muft have 
been exceedingly different from what they 
have imagined about them. But laying afide 
•any other Arguments on this head, it is ma- 
,nifeftly certain, that the. mofi, wonderful part 
of this Edifice confifted in the inner fide, 
being aU Front, the whole Space. from top 
to bottpm being divided , among the Specta- 
tors. But, , according to the Fabrics' made 
.with the Pen byt^efor^mendoned abjle Men, 
^fiojefs.jjjcin tljc balf ^V»i]ld have iremained 

fillf4 
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filled up by a blind Wall, like the common 
Views we have of Houles and other Build- 
ings. Thefe Authors had no further Confi- 
deration about the vaft number of Spefta- 
tors which flowed into the Amphitheatre, 
nor about the Impoffibility that lb many could 
have been contained upon, or in the Step$ 
hitherto defcribed. 

We read in Tublius ViBoty that the' Co- 
lilcuin contained eighty-fcven thoufand places 
within it; fome Texts have feventy-fivcn 
'thoufend : Lipjius imagined it ought to be 
underflood ol the known* Steps oftlt ; but 
wc have obferved already, in Chap, ll. that 
the Steps of our Arena admitted ho more 
than twenty-two thoufand People to fit on 
them; nor could a greater number be con- 
tained there of old. Now, calculating with 
Exaftnels according to the Meafures on the 
Steps of the Colifeum, and even allowing a 
great deal in that Calculation, within the 
Cmei or Wedges of. the Roman Ampfaf- 
tfecatre, no greater number than about thirty- 
twb or thirty-four thoufand People could 
have been contained. So that, if Viiiat 
did hot -ftrecth the number a little too much, 
we muft conclude that about fifty thoufand 
had places in the higher part of the BuiM- 
ihg, and on the Steps which we fee at 
pirclent. The upper part of the Amphi-i 
theatre, ^tis certain, contained a great hum^ 
bcr of Spectators 5 nay, much more than 

I what 
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what had Seats on the Steps, as will appear : 
But they could not have been contained there, 
if, according to the Ideas of our Antiquaries 
the two Stories above had been built in- 
wardly ; for in that manner, very few Pccv , 
pie could have been placed, the greatefl: part 
of the Situation loft, and the extreme Height 
of fuch a Pile have three Fifths of it ren- 
dered of no ule at all. 

To pretend to explain precifcly the Fcwir 
and the Particulars of the inner fides of thcfc 
two Stories, is vain to imagine j but withW' 
gard to the Stru£ture or Building in geoend, 
wc know where to recur with certainty, 
namely, to Medals ; to which thofe who haw 
wrote about Amphitheatres ought to have 
had recourfe, and not to Invention, Frooi 
the top of the Steps to the exterior Enclofuic 
in the Colifeum, there was the Space of two 
ample Portico's. We fee, however, in the 
Medals oiTlate I. that on one of them there 
were new Rows of Steps, which filled up 
the higheft places j for the finall Globes mark'd 
out in them, reprefent Speiflators. The Prints, 
on the other hand, would make us believe^ 
that a Partition- Wall was erefted, with 
Windows and Doors, above the third WaB. 
» Apuleius mentions Windows, Pillars^ and 
Statues on high in the Infide \ but in this 
Paffage he fpeaks of a T heatre, and indeed 
there are feveral things in his fiftkious Ao- 
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xmnts, that we ought not to regard : For he 
nakes his Theatre to have had Drainers for 
iVater, and a Roof; and, in another place, 
exhibits * Shews of Wild-Beafts in it. Of 
iich Partition- Walls, with Windows in the 
^jnphitheatre and Doors, we have not the 
caft Mark of them in any Medal whadbever ; 
)ut however, we may gather from the lirft 
hree, which were coined at a time when 
\its fiourifhed, and which fhew Diftin£tion 
ind Perfpefkive; that in thcfc Steps, tho' 
auch fewer in number, there was Place for 
confiderable Body of People, and perhaps 
)ut few le& than what were contained in the 
'laces already delcribed : and this, not only 
o account that thefe Rounds or Seats men- 
bned laft, extended more in Breadth than 
dc former, but becaufc we fee no kinds of 
Vacancies in them at all $ whereas in the 
)wer a great deal of room muft neceflarily 
ave been loft by the Apertures, the fmaU 
tairs, the Tr£fin6tiones or Benches, and 
le two great Doors. Tis moreover credible, 
lat thefc Steps higheft of all, werelels com- 
xodious, and therefore lefs, and nearer one 
tiother, than thofe below, being only appro- 
priated for People of the loweft Rank. On 
he outer fide of the Colifeum we fee fome 
Openings, alternately placed between the 
Pedeftals of the fourth Story, which may 
have given Light to fome finall Covered Way 

or 



or Gallery^, appointed ftxr the Pafiage of tke 
Workmen;, \d]DO> in numfoecs w^nt m thetop 
of the Baiiding, td manage the Curtaia or 
Favilion. 

The other Space ^ wbibh came to fall on 
the firfk Portico, was fiflled up by a Round 
of large Covered Lodges, in which a great 
number of people were contained ; as wc 
may underlkud by the very great Enlarge* 
ment of the Round^ and likewife by the 
Height, in which the fourth Story, at k^ 
in the Goiifeum, exceeded greatly any of 
the other three, as we have Icen alre^y. 
So that it is prol^ble, that the Roofs of ttefe 
Lodges were under the great Windows whfch 
we fee in the fourth Story of the Colilcom ; 
lb that both Air and Light might come into 
it, when the Amphitheatre was covered. Fof 
my part, I dare not however affirm it, for 
the Medals feem as if they came up eyen to 
the very Top of all. 

That the highcflr part of the Amphitheatre, 
where the Speftators flood, was covered, is 
confirmed by a Paffage oiCalphurnius^ among 
the others, which we very ibon fliall men- 
tion in the next Chapter. In this part the 
Amphitheatre was like the Theatre of which 
Vitruvius names, the Roof of that Portico 
which comes to be dbove the higheji Gradit- 
tion. Of fuch a Portico, and of liich Lodges^ 
^io is to be underftood according to J5- 
philiney where he fays, that in the Games 
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<iehibitcd by Nera^ by way of a fefgned 
Honour done in memory of his Mother* who 
•tras murdered, an Elephant ^ was drawn 
nt to the upper Roof of the Theatre j and 
fr'ofn it was brought dawn by Ropes j carry- 
ing a Man dnits Back. Whether this won- 
derful Fa£l was performed in the Theatre 
ctf Amphitheatre, Xiphiline's method in ufing 
that word, Ibmetimes for the one, Ibmetimes 
for the other of thefe Buildings, leaves us in 
doubt : But be that as it.will, the Verfion made 
df jP/> into Latm^ makes the thing too won- 
derful J for, according to it, the Elephant 
waar not drawn up to that terrible Height^ 
6ut went up to* it on foot; not by Ropes, 
h{xt by walkirtg upon a Rope. Hence Ibme 
hatVe underfto6d, that the walking Elephants 
m Ropes J according to Suetoniusy ihewn for 
the firft time by Gawa^ did dance upon thefe 
R6pes. In the Greek the plural Number is 
uf<^ ; and fa does Tliny^ when he writes^ 
ibaf^the Elephants were taught to ^ ^alk 
mtn Rdpes. PeAaps there may have been 
fcveral Ropes joined together, which formed 
a Plain, or Floor, fufiicient for thefe huge? 
Animab to walk upon : But, be that as it 
ifrfH, tliat which the Hiftorian relates about 

^kphas introdudiHs in iheMrum infummum ejusfirn^ 
mfatuUtf atque inde vehgns hominem in fiHH MmiuUintJtem 
4. U6. H\ r. a. cj^ 3.' FirfiiMs imBjsitf aiherfifkni^m. 
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Nero's Shews, was wery wonderful, witi^ 
regard to the great Height thereof. 

At preient I ihall mention what will be 
entirely new to nsaiiy, who think that the 
top of the Colonades was Gompoiiteyi;i;s. that 
flie interior Parts of thefe two Stories we have 
4efcribed, that is, the Steps and Lodges, 
were of Wood.. Tarquin gave a Sample of 
filch a Strudure in the Grcus} having, as 
^ ^ianyfius aiTerts, made the lower Seats of 
Stone, the upper of Wood. By this we 
come to underftand thofe Paflages of ^io^ 
jLampfidiusy St,Jerom and other Writers, 
quoted in the firft Book ; in which we read, 
that Conflagrations Ibmetimes happened in 
the Amphitheatre ; becaufe, had the Build- 
ing in every pirt been of the lame Matter 
with what remains, it never could have been 
fet on fire. Hence it is that *©/^ exprefled, 
in the great Fire mentioned in another place> 
that the Amphitheatre itfelf did not bum, 
but all the upper Round of it, together with 
what were not Parts of the Amphitheatre. 
That Fire is defcribed by the Hiftorian as 
fo very violent, that it could not have cer- 
ta^inly happened, and continued to be ib rar 
ging, but where there was a vaft Quantity 
of Wood. From that Paflage it likewife 
appears, that the number of Spedators, z£- 
ferted by Vi£iory could not have been aQ 

• 
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acGommodated with Seats on the Steps of Stope» 
as Z^/^i^/ imagined, butthat a great number 
Wfre placed in the two uppcrmoft Stories; 
for without them they could not exhibit 
Games in th^ Amphitheatre. Befides, the 
iiorthedy. Circus in Conftantinofle was cer- 
tainly fuch a kind of Building \ for we read i^ 
the Chronicle of il/^r^///ifiii'. that in the. Ume 
of the Emperor AnaftafiuSy the Steps of it 
were burnt ; namely^ .thofe that were tiief 
higheft of all^ together with, their Roof, that 
is, the covered Lodge. 
. That the higheft part of the Building was 
Wood, We. may alio learn from Medals i 
lince in them we perceive, that thefe Lodges 
were not arched, but with Architraves, a 
^ait Foil: being placed between every large 
Space*. ThiS; is fufficient for giving us to* 
underftand, that the whole was of \Vood, 
and muft have contributed greatly for lea* 
ving the Space open, and the View uninter- 
fupted to th€i SpeAators, who^ in the firft 
A^fedal^ are fcen plac^. eveii to the very .Top 
d£ the Building. For Pilaftcrs of Stone, and 
Arches, wpuld have taken up a great part 
of the Situation there. ^Tis true, that ao- 
eofdlng to Xiphilme:^ in the account of the 
Biephant Juft now hinted at, he calls that 
higher ip^AAfifis^ which commonly fignifies 
Arch, or Vault ; but here it, mufl not be uh- 
derftood of the empty Spaces between the 
iPilailers^ which were ait^itd aboye^ bat of 
../ •; • •''■ ^ "■•Y 2 ^ • ■• thef 
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the vrhole Roof fhade like a Vault. How- 
ever, in a Yzfh^e g£ TertniSan^ which wc 
ith^aH mention in anodler place, that part was 
hinted , at by the w6td Comkra^ \i*ich m 
Ziaf /» ' fignifies tlie ftme as Vaults. VttTHh 
t$p^ in the forementioned PaffagCj called it 
^irrtito^ it being fo in eftefl:, thtf of other 
>lkteriids^, and hi^w than the Tdft. Cid- 
f Junius gave k*ptcwi& the feme Deno*- 
mihatfafn ib the Vtiffca already quoted ; rf 
this wc muft tindcrRand where he menticttis 
the '' Tortico laid ovtf with GoH^ nay^ in 
the Ebiogtteitfelf^ Vltacethe Pafl&ge is well 
idtti *nd un^rflood, it is cxprcflly laid fo. 
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Vidimus in Citfim irabihks J^eBacata 

.' text is y— •'- 

• Surgerey Tmfeium frope dej^eliantia 
culmeriy y''' ,, 
Immenfofque gra(^s. 

SpeBacula fignifies here as much as final 
Rooms or Cfofcter, inta whfcfa the Lodges 
appear to have been divided. So muft 
« Tiautfkih^ underftood, where he mcntiofls 
Aat *e Wind beat down the Speif acuta) 
and >Cifer0y where he lays^ iktatj^^kmff 
was excited in M theSpeBacntti i and^ftjjr^ 
that In the Circus every one made- his osfffL 
Sf^eSf acuta. Thele Rooms were made /riF 

« Care. A, j. f . i. * ^ Cfe. inSiJk * * lih. i. 
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Siims text is ^ ask ought to be read; y^i?di 
xnanner of Ipeafcing is taken from FirJ^^ 
Vbere he fays, that the Trojan Horfe was 
snttde robiffihus ttxtis. Cd^humius thete-> 
fore law in the Amphitheatre an immenft 
fmrnber of Steps and Lodges, higher thao 
the top of the TarpeUn Rock, all which 
were compolcd of Beams. For this reafen 
were they gilded ; and this is the interht 
Circumfirence of the Theatre, which Net$ 
cadled to be gilded on actcfunt of Tiridates 
being prefcnt at them; it being not weH 
tranflated by ' *» Xiphilint^ When he fays, he 
caufed the inner-fide of the Theatre to be 
gilded all around. In all theie places put 
tc^ether, the number of Spectators mentioned 
by Viitory might very well have been con- 
tained. The Circus, 'tis certain, held a much 
greater number, fince even that of Tarquin 
was fufficient to contain a hundred and fifty 
thouland Spectators, if we can believe ' ' ©/>• 
nifius ; and the Circus tnaximus of Cafar^ 
according to '* ^liny^ two hundred and 
forty thouland J but there was no wonder 
in that at all, firice it was three Stadia's 
in length : It was rather a greater Won-, 
der to find eighty thonfand contained in lb 
Imall.a Space as that of the Amphitheatre, 
which, in comparifon with the Circus, was 
feiali; befides, the (3rcus was ftill more en- 

■ 
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^g<^ by Trajan^, than what it was before 
^ time. 

The Form of the Amphitheatre j?f R4ffte 
gives U9 to uodecfland in what, m^ner that 
qf Verona h^ been Ijuilt, ip , the hv^puix 
parts of it. ThoV we muft reoieqiber, that of 
jthie tyrq Spaces pn high* which fcprre^popc} 
,V^th, the two external lower . Pojrtico's, that 
q!^ Verona had 'Only but pnei tlje ^n^o- 
iiire' in it not being; doabled, ^ in that<>f 
Rome. A great part of the Step^ of Wood 
pught to hav^i been lels^ fince^ the Lodges 
on high were a necefTary Finilhing and Qrr 
pament to the whojie-^ J^ut what thefe really 
were, { fliall not prefume to affirm. Ii^ fbpie 
ancient Pieces of the highefi Stpps of all, 
.*tis obferved that uniform Spaces are kept, 
^nd countpr-mark^, and always of three 
Feet iatjd a half in length : THele Spaces 
pome even to the middle of the Step, and 
leave as much Place as one may conveniently 
fit in l;hem. In fome like wile there are 
jtwo Holes, as if they were made for Pivots 
^o turp if) them. It wqqld feem to indicate, 
as if Pilaftprs of Stone had beep correspon- 
ding with that on the putfide: if fo^ Ui- 
gorio guefled right, when in his Plan h? 
drew i^; in tljat m^pner. Bpt it is the con- 
trary, fqrthe ^hifjdPayement i$ not of Flag- 
§|:oniBs, nor fifppprted by a Vault of thp 
Wail, . but a;ppears to have been of Wood ; 
' '' ' • V'- ^ -•• '-^ ' • ■ ^ be. 
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becaufe the Modilions which are prominent 
Inwardly, and fomi'd by the lame Stones 
which on the outfide mafce^ the Frieze of 
the third Story, are hollowed crols^ways, 
and adapted for receiving the Travatures. 
We likewife fee in the Fafcia which is above 
tliem, feveral Holes in which the Traveries 
of the CeiUng entered, oy other things of 
Wood and Iron whidi belonged to it. That 
the third Floor or Ceiling was of Wood, we 
may conclude likewife, becaufe the eisfternal 
Partition-Wall [in which the third Story is 
reduced] has no Thicknefs capable of leflen- 
ng fb much in the fourth, as was fufficient 
to impoft another Roof of the Wall a-n?w ; 
As it is in the two below the uppermoft Or- 
der, where the Windows were, perhaps^ not 
higher than the others, as in the Arena of 
Rome ; but was lower like that of Tola and 
NimeSy and perhiaps remained free to thole 
who managed the Awning or Cover, of the 
Amphitheatre. Be that as it will, we cannot 
doubt but that there was as much room for 
near as many People in the higher parts of 
tiie Building, as what were contained on th? 
Stone Steps below. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

^e Order ' and Manner hvof the 
SpeSiators were plaud* ■■■___ 

■ ■ 

I . . . ■ > 

SINCE we have already treate4 of alj — 
the Places in which the Spp^tor$ ^ — 
'XX& neceflary we fliouijd iay ipjpetbipg with^= 
regard to th^ Manner how they were pfc^gtf j« - 
.^nd the Order kepi therein. Sjqpp tfo hft^^ 
jL good deal of relation w^ the Natqrp '"'^ 
tbp internal Form of the Builflmg} lueh 
AefPunt will ferve for making us comprehend-^ 
the better what is already &id) and for un«- 
derftanding tpany Paflages of anciefit ^tbors» 
^iit not to maipe Digrefiion^ I ihall not ^^ 
tend to trace the Hiftory of its Inftitution, 
which we find begun in the Circi^ even in 
the time of the Kings of Home^ nor fliall I 
ipeak of the Changes which happened. It 
is certain, ibme general Diftini^on among 
the Spedators. was made in Amphitheatres^ 
Pirfty There was that of the SenatoriaiT 
Order, and thoie others poffefled of the <:hief^ 
Dignities. This moH noble Clafs had ..t^jr 
Places on the Todiumy and all around it : In 
the middle of it there was a Box, that was 
locked up, called the Suggeftum or Cubioh 
luniy 2|^ppropriated for the Emperor. In the 
Theatre of Rome^ there were Boxes for the 
other dignified Perfbns alio, mentioned by 
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Vitruvius by the Name of Tribunals ; and 
Suetonius fpeaks of that of the Trator. In 
le Amphitheatre I find no mention of them. 
Lnother Diftindion was for thofe of the 
iquefirian Order. We learn from * 2)/^, 
lat Lucius Rofcius (by Surname Otho) 
Tibune of the People, in the Year 687 of 
hnne^ introduced a Law^ carefully to fe- 
aratc the Seats of the Equites from^ the 
thcrs. ♦ Tliny writes, that the. Tribes, at • 
le pcrfuafion oi Cicero y pardoned him for 
aving made fuch a theatrical Law ; i^ffer- 
ig willingly on his account, that their In- 
sriority, by fiich a DifFerence, flioqld be- 
omc the more conipicuous. Piit Juvenal 
ould not help ihewing his Anger on account 
f this Fad 5 and tho' it was a long time 
fter it had been put in pradiccj could not 
cfrain laying, Thatfo did it pleafe the vain 
)tho to make fuch a ^ijtintfion. 

We learn from the Epitomy of ^ Livy^ 
hat the fourteen lowermoft Steps were ap-. 
lointed for the Roman Equites ; and be-^ 
auie the Diftindion of the- Rank depended 
MX the Tax they paid, iox that rea&n, in 
iuguftus^s time, many Equites who were 
lecay'd in Fortune, did not dare, on that 
iqcount^ to fit in any of the jbrementioned 
burteen Steps or Rows- But this number 
night be kept in the Theatre, ivhcre the Sena- 

* lab, I. r. 7. * 4^^, r.i|4. ? /. 3^. 4 /.y. r^g, 
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tors and People of Quality in Rome^ flood 
in the Fit. But it is credible, in the Amphi- 
theatre, where the Sodium could not be 
lufficient for thofe of the firft Rank, thofe 
of tt^e fecond €lafs having been encreaied in 
gTjsat numbers, their places were alio eictended 
l^gher up in the Building i in efifed^ the 
number of fourteen Steps up to the firft 
l^ench or Precindion, does not anlwer in 
our Amphitheatre, fb as to make us be- 
lleye« that they were confined under that 
Bench. I Ihall likewife add, that in the 
Amphitheatre, it ieems they did not only 
regard the Divifion by the Steps, but more 
particularly thofe of the Cunei or Weci^es, 
jGbme of theie being alfigned entirely to the 
Senatorian and Equeftrian Orders. For Sue- 
tonius relates, that the greateft part of thofe 
Tejfera or Counters, which T)omitian c^xxfoA 
to be thrown in the Amphitheatre, by virtue 
of which, thole who c^tched any of them, 
were entituled to the feveral Things, by 
way of Gift, fpecified in every Counter; 
which, fpr the moft part, having fallen a- 
mong the Popular Places or Seats, the Em- 
peror commaijided that fifty of them fhould 
be diftributed, not to thofe fitting on the 
Steps, but ^ to every one of the tVedges of^ 
the Senatorian or Equefttian Orders. -^Nor 
certainly could fb many Senators be contained 
on the ^odiumy nor fb many of the firft 

^ > Dtm. c. 4. InfinguUs Ctmits lyttfirif tu StruttvrU wdbA. 
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Rank, as came with their refpedive Divifions 
jto Jthe Shews. For of th^ facred Dignitys^ 
•» Arnohius enumerates the Tontificesy the 
Curiones Maximiy §luindeciin Viriy Flo- 
mines y Augur esy suicj Veftales. In the Cir- 
cus^ Claudius appointed ieveral and pecu* 
liar Seats to the Senators ; and Kero to (he 
EquiteS) as Tliny-i Suetonius and Tatitus lor 
form us. 

The Tribunes lat in the iame places of 
the Amphitheatre with the Equites ; of which 
firft kind the number was great, for there 
ixrere thofe Civil as well as ^filitary : and it 
was enough to entitle them to fiich places 
that they had been once of that Degree. 
Nay, • TorfiriOj the ancient Interpreter of 
Horace^ lays, that the two firft Ranks were 
of the Tribunes. The Liberti were, with 
jnuch Precaution, excluded fuch places. So 
that ' Ai^gujius forbid the Legati of free 
People to fit ^ong die Senators, becaufe he 
jcnew that fometimes ibme who were only 
of the Rank of the Libert i^ had been lent 
in that Charaden And ' "" Dio remarks as a 
Angular Inftance, that a certain Tribune of the 
People, who caufed his Father, tho' a Liber-^ 
tHSy or Freed-Man, to fit near himfclf in the 
Amphitheatre, that the laid Adion was not 
imputed to him as a Crime. The Women fat in 
the Covered Lodges, in the upper part of th(j 

•» Itf .4. f Ad lib. JEfoJ. 9 Suit. c.^. 
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Bailding y where k is credible there may 
have been other Steps on which their Chai 
were placed> as Calphumiusmentioos. 

From Tlutarch it appears, that in the 
time of Scylla, Women and Men firt- phmiiC 
cuoufly together at the Shewi In Ovid\ 
time^ they Hood in the fame manner in th 
Circus : Where, in his Treatife of Love, b 
gives us to underftand, that the Men mad 
their Court to the Ladies, by taking car 
that none fitting behind them fliould in an 
ways moleft them. But Oifavianus lepara 
ted them, and would not that they ihould 
placed but in the htghell Parts, and this even. 
if Gladiatory Combats alone were to be per-- 
fbrmed. He only made an exception 
the Veftals, to whom he appointed the beft 
Places in the Theatres. And that they had 
Seats likewife on the Todium, we learn from 
^rudentius. The Ladies of the Blood Roy- 
al, or Augufta^ fat very often among the 
Veftals. But on the higher Parts of the 
Building, the loweft Rank of the Plebeians 
flood behind the Women's Chairs, as did 
the others who had no particular Place af- 
fign'dthem. Such was the general Diftri- 
bution of the Places in the Amphitheatre,- it 
being impoffible to determine about them 
in a more particular Manner. If we remark 
a Paflage in the Eclogue mentioned already 
in leycral Places, it would ieem that all the 
Steps, even up to the Lodges, were filled 

up 
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Dp Ibmetimes by the People of Rank : For 
the Poet layS| that he himielf was once 
forced to go among the Chairs of the Wo- 
men where the common Plebeians were 
ftanding ; haying found that on account of 
the great Concourfe of People, all the Places 
were filled up by the Equites and Tribunes. 
ft is very credible, that among the popular 
Seats they were divided into Tribes, every 
Individual having his own Place afTign'd him. 
Thus it leems to have been neceffary, in or- 
der to fliun a Crowd, or Confnfion and DiC- 
cider; of this we have a Hint in an an- 
rient Gloflary, which renders the Word 
Cuneus Theatric (pvxh hwrfi. 

By what has been faid, we may, I thinfc^ 
underftand the Divifion of the Cavea ipofcc 
of by Writers in the firfiy middle and higheft 
spaces, the Signification of which Words 
iivc not been well underftood. " Lip-^ 
fins thinks by the firft, is meant the lowed 
or whole Equeftrian ' Order ; by the middle 
and high Spaces, the other Marble Steps. 
'* Bulinger thought by them the Divifion 
-of the YT£ctn£ii(mes or Benches isr to be 
imderfiood : But the truth is, as to the firft 
mentkmed by Cicero^ the T odium was un- 
derftood, and perhaps the lowermoft Steps 
too, which were appointed to thoft of the 
grcateft Diftinftion : By the middle, men- 

\ 

>< O^. 14. I* D# Stm^ qm in frimn Otveit Jpeffat. 
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doned by '^ Suetonius^ all the other Stepss 
of Stone : For the higheft Ipofce of by Se- 
neca y and jcairdthe laftby CtcerOy they un— 
derftood the Steps and Lodges of the twoH 
higher Stories ; if moreover, the higheft3 
Steps of Wood were not comprehended ixm 
the middle Divifion, the Lodges only re- 
maining in the higher Parts. ' ^ Seneca by^ 
the Word of the higheft Ca'vea underitoodt 
thofe for the Tlebeians. In the middle^ 
Seats Auguftus ordered that none of thofe 
who wore brown Qoaths fliould ftand there, 
that is, People of mean Condition ; however 
'^ Calphurnius iaid, that he prohibited 
thofe who were meanly apparelled and 
poor, from coming near the Places that 
were the moft noble, where the Emperor 
himfelf fat : For great care was taken .that 
Order fhould be kept. ' ^ Auguftus caus'd 
a Gregorian Soldier who had placed 
himfelf on one of the Fourteen Step% 
to be removed from thence. ^Domitian 
iflued firfl an exprefs Edid to keep the 
Steps appointed for thofe of the Equeftrian 
Order from being taken up by Tlebeians^ as 
« "^ Martial tells us. There were certain Of- 
ficers called Locarii appointed for taking 
care of the Seats, and who caus'd People to 
remove out of the Places in which they had 
not a Right to fit. Some of thefe Locariif 

'^ Aug* c. 44, n$ quis PuUdt0rum muiiacavia. 

ft ^Maqui fatifmsf. f <[ S$$itm. c. 14, \f^ 4 r ^f B. 
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whole Names were Oceanus and Letius^ 
are famous in Martial. §luintilian men- 
tions the Power and Extent of the Theor 
trical LaWi by which any Peribn thought 
himfelf greatly injured, who was made to 
rife out of his Place wrongfully, becaule 
that was a thing which ccxicerned his Pro- 
perty and Condition of Life. 

Lipjius '^ aiferts^ that the Place for the 
Senators in the Amphitheatre, was called 
Orcheftray which he faid was a very finall 
A£&ir, made up only of four or five Seats. 
*' Bulinger interpreted that which *° Sue- 
tmius writes about the ArenUy as having a 
relation to the Orcheftra. So Spanheim in 
the Medal of Gordianus TiuSj which has 
the Reprefentation of the Amphitheatre up- 
on it, fays, that the Emperor and Senators 
are to be feen in the Orcheftra '^ and ib 
does Harduin on 7 liny y and all the others : 
but the truth is, they are very erroneous 
therein. For to call any Part of the Am- 
phitheatre Orcheftra^ there is no Example 
thereof in Antiquity, and the very Word it 
fdf is repugnant to fuch a Signification ; it 
being fo very peculiar tp the Theatre, that 
2)/^, in order to exprels the Amphitheatre^ 
Theatre, and Circus, *' called them by the 
Words, the Hunting Theatre^ the Hyppo* 
dromusy and Orcheftra^ and St. John 

'* C. 8. e^ II. e^ 14. '5 De Cir. c. ^f. 
*• uiu^. c. 44. *» Xifh. in JUtron. 
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Chryfojiamus *• in like manner, in order tc 



csrprcft the Circus and Theatre, c ailed thc iic ,i 
HippodfQtnus and Orihefira. ** Suetoniu^SL^ 
ivrites, that Claudius permitted the Ambalf^^ 
lildoft of Get many to fit iw the Orcheftta. ^^^ 
having taken their Simplicity and Frank— -i- 
nefi in good part 5 for having of their owi-^n 

accord, when they faw the Ambafiadors o T 

the Armenians and Tarthians fitting in th( 
Orchejiray removed from the popular Seal 
where they had been condudcd i but her< 
h is Ipoken of the Theatre. 

On the contrary, where the lame Hifto— 
rian *^ relates that Auguftus on a certains 
Day when the Shews were exhibited, \e3t 
the Hoftages of the Tarthians through the j 
middle 6f the Areud^ and placed them a- / 
bove himfelf on the iecond SubfeUium or ; 
Bench, he docs not there fpeafc of the i- 
Theatre 5 however Cafaubon had no room P 
in this Place to underftand it, by the iecond . \^^ 
Row of Scats in the Orchefira ; nor like- \^ 
wife do I underftand it as being the iecond jp^ 
Cumus or Wedge, as Terrentius would have \^ 
if, Ibut the Iecond Row, in which Augujius l^^^ 
caufed the ^arthians to fit above himfelf. '-jq^ 
By the 14 Suhfellia or Benches *' Martial jth^ 
iays are to be underftood the Steps ibr the 
Equeftrians. 



•» Horn. If. ad pap. ant. tW '6? %HS-f*i' 'i?p«f*r. 
*iCaf.if. *^Cap.4i.mmera die. »*£i^. f. 18. 
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Some generally add to this Blunder ano- 
ther, in believing that the Orchefira of the 
Theatres was made up of Steps. Bulinger 
affiims, that there were four or five of them. 
Harduin in that Place of ^liny where he 
Ibeaks of the Nets which defended the ^o- 
aium from the wild Beafts, comes next to 
explain the Orcheftra of the Theatres, and* 
(ays with Lipfius aud Bulinger y that it con- 
Gfted of four or five Steps, and that the 
!o^yermoft next the Todium was the moft 
loble of any 5 for this end he quotes the Ver- 
es of Juvenal cited by Lipfius^ in which 
t is fhewn, that the firft Families wiere 
)laced on the Todium, but the Orcheftra of 
he Theatres was nothing v^ elle but that 
iirea in the middle which we now-a-days 
all the Tlatea in Italian, or Pit; which 
mong the Grecians ferv'd for dancing, 
rom whence it took its Name, and the Ro- 
mns brought their Dances on the Scena^ 
rhtic the Senators and Perfons of Quality 
It upon portable Forms or Benches. That 
adage however of Juvenal is of no Im- 
ortance, when he fpeaks of the Todiuniy 
nd not of the Steps j of the Amphitheatre, 
ot of the Theatre ; and wheh he mentions 
lat thole who were moft noble flood in the 
^odium^ not in the Orcheftra. The iamc 
.uthor in another Place interprets it Thea- 
V, where Vliny^ fpeaking of Lions, calls . 
Arena, and where this laft mentioned 

Z ** Author, 
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**f Author fpeafks'of the People defended from 
;the Wild-Beacfts by Palings of Iron, gives us 
to underftahd, th^t they called the Area^ 
C^ vca, which is in the middle of the Theor 
tresy from whence the Teople beheld the 
Games. Hence they called the Arena the 
Cavea of the Amphitheatre^, becaufe Sand 
nsias Jirewed over there. But the truth is, 
neither in the Theatre was there need to ie- 
cure the People from the Wild-Beafts, nor 
did they underftand by the word Cavea the 
Field J nor from the Field did the People 
behold the Games, nor did they ftrew the 
Sfe^atorium in the Amphitheatres withSjind, 
but only the Area. 

Th6te Particulars I unwillingly enter on, 
and only as they are neceflary for the better 
illiiftrating the Subjeft in hand. 

But befides the above-mentioned general 
Diftindions, there were others more parti-* 
cular. In the time oi AuguftuSy every good 
. Regulation with regard to the Amphitheatres, 
was found in Confufion, and had been ncg- 
lefted : For that Emperor, befides annulling 
the firft Laws, *^ ordered the Soldiers to 
be Separated, from the reft of the People, 
and afligned them their Places ; and certain 
Steps alio for married People to fit on, ac- 
cording to the ancient ulage of granting pe- 
culiar Privileges to them in different ways. 
However *^ Martial jdis with T>idimus tiie 

. ** Ad. 1,8. €,i6. ** Suet. r.44. f*? L. f. 41. 
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Euquch, who boafted that he might fit a- 
niong Gentlemen, tho' he owned that he 
could not among Husbands. From ^liny 
the Younger we have an Account, that a- 
mong the Honours conferred on thole who had 
three Children, one was to lit diftinguifhed 
at the Shews. And Jugufius ordered, that 
the Tratextati^ viz. the young Men (cal- 
led fb becaufe they wore a hemn\'d Gown till 
they arrived at the Age of Eighteen) ftiould 
fit in a diftind Place by themlelves. It was 
very much the Cuftom in ancient times, to 
make great Diftinclions on account of Age. 
The College of the Fabri was divided by 
Servius Tutlius into two CenturKC^ namely, 
one of the- oldeft, the other of the youngeft 
Men. Likewife in the Theatre oi Athens^ the . 
Youth were placed among one another 5 as 
may be gathered by the SchoUaft oiArifto- 
fbanes^ and from *® Tollux. The fiippli- 
xant Jf^'Lc.'j", who came to Romey were diftin- 
|;uilhLed into Companies of Old, a:nd Young, 
and Children, as we learn from *^ ^hilo. 
The Minifters of Magiftrates had likewife 
Places appointed them; hence Tacitus re- 
lates, that an Accufator had, as a Reward, 
liberty to fit in the Theatre among the 
Viatores of the Tribunes. We might have 
known many other Particulars, if the Rofcian 
Law had been preferved, of which we have ' 

*® Foil, l. ^. cap, I J, ioiiCiKcr^ ' . 

*9 Ltgat^ ad C. 

Z 2 . already 



340 0/ A M P H I T H E A T R E S. 

already made mention. In it I learn fro 
Cicero^ that Bankrupts, and thofe who hacB! 
wafted away their Sijbftance, were confined 
among themfeives ; he ^ o upbraiding Mar^ 
Antony y who notwithftanding that, had pla.a 
ced himfelf on one of tHe fourteen Step^ 

The forementioned Cunei^ formed by th 

imall Stairs, made fb many diftindions eaf] 
For this reafon ^ » Suetonius iays, that At 
guftus ajjigned over his Cuneus to the youn^ 
Men^ and the other ^ next to that^ to thejpr 
pedagogues *^ who being lb near them, might 
obferve their Behaviour. 

Thefe publick Edifices lerved alfo ioxxic- 
times for other Ules befides the Shews. lo 
Greece y the Councils of the Cities affembled 
for the moft part, in the Theatres, s* SaU 
majtus was of Opinion, that the public Pi- 
ftributions were given in the Amphitheatre ; 
and that of Money given in Martians time, 
leems to be confirmed by the Jeft he beftowed 
on that Gentleman, who, after haying re- 
ceived his Portion of the Money, went for- 
ward to the other * 5 Cunei^ in order to fcram- 
ble for more. But Giacopo Gottofredo^ wiA 
a good deal of realbn, denied that either ifl 
the Theatre or Amphitheatre, the ' 4 People 
had the Diftribution of Bread given them, 

»» C/1^,44.. Frstextatis Cmeum fuHm^ & froximum fii^ 
gogis, . 

»* Ad Hift, Aug. f' 574. 

«S L. 1 . 14. »4 Ad C. Th, dt Ann. Civ. 
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called Gradiley bedaule it was bcftowed on. 
the Steps. The Inicription of '« Gruter^ 
concerning the Donative giyen by Claudius 
Crefimus to the People, per Gradus^ wliich 
is quoted for that purpofe by thofe two great 
IMen, is falfe, tho' we ftiall not enter upon 
that Subjeft at preleiit. 

We have, however, another Infcription, 
and a true one, which may bring forth 
very much Light in this matter, either for 
confirming what is ab'eady faid, or for pro- 
ducing new Difcoveries therein. Toward^ 
the end of the laft Age, four Miles firom 
Rome J (bme pieces of Marble were dug up, 
on which was mention of what regarded 
the College of the twelve Brothers, the Ar^ 
vali. This was a Priefthood, ordained to 
make Sacrifices for procuring Fertility of the 
Fields or Country. The Inlcriptions were 
immediately publifticd by Monleigneur Torres 
in the Monuments of ^ ^ Anxium. The moft 
curious Particular in them, is the Deicription 
of the Place appointed to thefe Priefts in the 
Amphitheatre. The Aflignation, from the 
ordinary Confuls which are mentioned in the 
Stone, appears done in the laft Year of Titus \ 
that is, the firft when the Amphitheatre was 
made ufc of. The lame has been pra£tiied 
with the other Ranks of People. Froiti 
what is contained in this Infcription we learn, . 
that a Place was given in various manners 

SfGrnMyj-. 8. »• P. 388. 
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to the College Jfrvale^ namely^ firft, t 

the fir ft Menianus^ in the twelfth CutieU:, 

in eight Marble^Steps : Then, to the hig — 
fecond Menianus^ in the fixth Cuneus^ as 
four Marble Steps: Then, to the hig^ 
MenianuSj in the Boards of Wood^ at Nur»] 
ber LIII. in eleven Steps. The Space 2k^% 
figned in all thefc Places or Situations fumttie^cf 
up, fhews that it exceeded 129 Feet and z, 
half J but as to the number of Feet diftrf- 
buted in every one of the Steps, and in the 
noted Sums of them, there is a little Con- 
fulion. But we m^y at prelent obferve, with 
how much Exaftnefi the Places were diftri- 
buted, and that Bodies were not fet in a Line 
on one only Step, but rather in company 
froni below upwards. So much room was 
allotted, becaufe the dignified Perlbns came 
to the Amphitheatre with their Train of Of- 
ficers and Servants : So we have leen already, 
that the Tribunitian Viatores had places. 
Menianus fignifies a Place that is railed or 
flat, like a high Terrals for walking on. 
'Tis credible, by the firft Menianus was 
meant the T odium 5 tho' I don't find the 
Brothers yfr^?^//, mentioned by ^'^ Arnobius^ 
among the Priefts, who came orderly and 
with Decorum to the Shews; The other 
Meniani are the Plains or Floorings of the 
^racinifiones ; which word fcems to me to 
imply, that they had Borderings, and were 

Baluftradcs. 
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^lufirades. Befides, it ieems here, that by^ 
lie word MenianuSy is meant the Space bc^ 
'ween one Bench or Precindion, and the other.^ 
!t lifcewife appears, that there were many 
'Juneiy and that they became feparated, the 
>ne from the other, by the Benches;, and 
hat they were feven, having different NumU 
>crs upon them ; nor could they have been, 
ti any other Manner, as we have ihewn in 
Plate IX. We likewife found, in Gonfirf- 
nation of what has been faid, that there 
V'as an Order above the Marble Steps/ arid 
hat many places were floored with Boards^ 
nd the laid Steps made of Wood, in eleven 
►f ' which were the Servants of the Col- 
ege ^r^/?^ placed. For we cannot be- 
ieve what ^^ Lipfius afferts, namely, that 
he Servants or Train belonging to. the MaJ- 
jiftfates, flood likewife with them on the 
F odium. However, the Monument of An*f 
kjiiity we have been defcribing, is a moft 
Valuable one, with regard to the Amphi- 
theatre. 

I have Ibmetimes heard People wod- 
ler, how Gentlemen, and People of Qua- 
ity, could fit a whole Day upon cold 
Vtarble, without injuring their Health. The 
riith is,, in that cafe it would have been 
vorfe for them than the Plebeian?, who 
tood aloft on Floorings^ of Wood j and 
he rather, fince they beheld thofe Shews 

3® Liff, r. II. 
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^kewife in the Winter Seafon. But. 'tis fip^. 
we fhould know that abovethe MarbleStepe^ 
there were Boards of Wood laid, on x^hichz: 
they fat. So much do we learn from *'2)/ 
where he lays, in the times o£ Caliguld, 
fliions were fet upon the Seats of the Senator: 
thatfo they might not fit on the bare Boards^^ 
Father Montfaucon underftood this Fafl^^ 
as if Cuftiions were placed under the Feet o/* 
the Senators j but methinks 'twould have 
been bad Oeconomy to make fuch an ufe 
of them. Thus we fee how the others lat 
on Boards, and not on Stone j for not having 
known this Particular, we fee the realbn why 
that Paflage of ^^^ T>io was lb very ill tranf- 
lated, where he fpeaks of the Thunder, we 
have already Ipoke of in another place: 
The Hiftorian fays, that by the Fire there- 
of, all the upper Round was burned^ 
and with it ra tvi^i t5 xuxAv ti^ocifn TorTcf 
Leunclavius being followed in this Paf-* 
lagc, by the Editor of the new Supple- 
ment to ©/(7, renders it *' quicquid effet in 
folo:interioris circuli \ which might be ren- 
dered, & pavimenta interior a . omnia 5 that 
is, all the Flooring of the 5teps> or the Boards 
which were placed above the Steps. In the 
iame Paflage alio I would not have tranflated 
it jfireparium. and I would have faid, it 
was kindled, rather ;than deflagravtt 5 the 

4« Tom. 3. f, 156. 41 Ub. 78. 
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Amphitheatre * kfclf having not been con- 
fomed) but a Fire happening in it. The Cu- 
fluons of the Senators became in uie likewiie 
among other Gentlemen, as is hinted by a 
Paflage in Juvenal. The Ufe of them in the 
Theatre was not unknown to the Grecians % 
for Theophrajius mentions them, where he 
Ipeaks of the ^* Flatterer. TheCuftom of 
the Ladies fitting on . the Steps of the Arena 
of Verona^ to fee Comedies afted there, lafted 
.tin the days of our Fathers, but upon Cufliions, 
brought thither by their Servants out of their 
Coaches. On the Podium, however, the 
People of Diftindion lat with a greater kind 
of Dignity, namely, on Chairs brought there 
on purpoie. Auguftus lat there on a Currule 
Chair, as we leafn from -♦' Suetonius. For 
Tiberius and Sejahus's gilded Chairs were 
brought thither, as ^^ ^io tells us, the Form 
of which is feen in many Medals : The Ma- 
terials of it >ve learn from -♦' Horace^ who 
cails it the Ivory Currule Seat, and peculiar to 
Tundry Dignities. But, perhaps, all thofe of 
^the Senatorian Order from Cufhions became to 
have Seats in the Amphitheatre ;.ai)d it would 
fccm as if there were feveral Rows of them, 
foice Manneius was derided by Martial^ for 
having placed himfelf on the firft Step, 
as he had uled to do, before the Edift of 
T^omitian was promulgated, by which it was 

43 Ctkf. 43. 44 Dio. L$%. 4« lib. \ . ef, 6, 
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quite removed, and lb went and fit in the thirc 
Order of Seats ; as I * ^ read that Verfe, whi( 
agrees with the Account of i$W/^«jabov< 
mentioned, where he mentions the fecpiidSea^ _ 
yttruvius lifcewile names Steps in the The: 
tre, on which Chairs were placed. ^^ Martu 
ipeafcs of Forms for Gentlemen ; amd: thei 
are other Paflages which give ground to " 
ipCift, that they made ufe of Chairs. 
Emperor Arcadius prohibited the ulc oFihi 
only to People of low Rank ; nor d6 I 
derftand that Law "^^ de ufu dllarufh, 
portable Chairs, as others have done. Oi;r^, 
deArtBy &c. names like wife the Suppedanr^^ii 
or Foot-ftoois. Befides, th€y lifcewife hair-^, 
without doubt, praftifed the fame in Hbrnt 
Amphitheatres f6metime§, as they did xh 
Theatres, according to the repeated Tcftiinony 
of T^io 5 namely, that in order to do honour 
to fomCj they put Chairs in their Places, tho' 1 
Ihey were abfent, nay, fbmetimes after they / 
were dead. To G^r«^/^«/r»j, after his deccale, ,. 
as ^9 Tacitus tells us, Currule Chairs were |. 
placed,, and above them Laurel Crowns, [as *^ 
we find reprefented in feveral Medals] ^ ■ x 
that they were placed among thofc of the L 
Auguftal Priefts. Hence we may gather, that 
the latter had the moft noble Places allotted 
them in the Theatres and Amphitheatres., 

4« lib. y. 14. 'Et inter ip/at fene tertl»sfell»s. 
• 47 t.s- 4». *' C.I*, de h/h CtlUrum. %» jiim. I. »o. 
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C HA R XIV- 

77)6 Velarium. 

TH E Facility of covering the Speda- 
tors with an Awning or P^ivilion, w^ 
[with regard to the vaft Height of the Am- 
phitheatre, and the great Space it covered] 
not one of the leaft wonderful Things about 
the Building. This Pavilion was called Vela^ 
or Velarium by the Latins^ and put over 
the Building, or removed at plealure, as need 
required. The Shews lafled the whole Day, 
all which time the Performers continued their 
Combats and diverted the Speftators : Tho* 
there were not wanting Ibme, who went into 
the * Circus at midnight, in order to take 
their -places ; and People, when any remark- 
able Shew was to be exhibited, flocked thi- 
ther before Day-break. That in the Morn- 
ing there was a kind of Prelude made of 
Shews left pompous and fierce than the others 
which were to follow the lame Day^ I ga- 
ther from the Defcription Ovid gives of the 
Hind appointed to be flain in the early time 
of the Morning within the jirena \ and from 
the mention which ^ Seneca makes, of the 
Laughter excited in the Amphitheatre, where 
People, early in the Morninig, found the Bull 
and the Bear tied together, and afterwards 
both of them killed by the Wild-Boar. 'Tis 

X Su, CaL cap, 16. Lamfr, in JElag, 
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true, Ibmc went away to dine, and then retur- * 
ned back again, as may be gathered from the 
Hiftorians, where they relate that the Emperor 
' Claudius was not of that number^ delighting 
greatly in the Mid-day Diverfions ; the Cruelty 
of which, tho* mixed with an Appearance of 
what excited Laughter, is however dcteited by 
Seneca and 'Tertutlian. Of the AfteriK>on 
Shews St. Augufttne makes mention, in his 
♦ Confeffions. In the fourth Age, thofcofthe 
Magiftrates belonging to the Judicatures, were 
particularly prohibited by a ^ Law, from re- 
turning to the Games after Dinner, as was 
praftiled by the others. • 

The fervent Heat of the Sun made Ibmc 
kind of Sconce or other neceffary at the Games. 
In the Theatres, the Speftators for fevcral 
Ages were uncovered, and this Ufage con- 
tinued perhaps alw'ays in other Parts too 5 
for as we learn from ^ Afuleius^ a Comedy, 
on a certain occafion, was left off in the 
middle from being afted, on account of the 
Rain which fell : And '^ Si. John Chryfojiom re- 
pro ves thePeople for having ftood bare-headed, 
with the Sun Icorching of them, in the Thea- 
tres. However, by one of ® Gruters Irk- 
fcriptions, we find that in the Theatres cr)^ 
Italy y even out of Romey they had the U 
of Pavilions or Awnings in thole Builc^in 
We learn likewife from Tlinj and Faleri\ 
Maximusy that G^uintus Catulus was 

^ Dio. Suet, 4 lib. 6. c,6. ' C. Jh,ieSp€B, Ug. 
^FlorU. c 16 "^ Hom.^ e.\6. ® 1099. i. 
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firft who invented a Shade in the Theatre, 
and that therein he took example from the 
Luxury and EfTcminacy of the People of 
Campania. Of a covered Theatre ^ Tliny 
makes mention in another Paflage, which 
does not well agree with what precedes j but 
here we muft underlland it of a wooden fixed 
Theatre only. Tliny mentions the Architcft 
thereof, Valerius of OJlia^ which Fabric 
was wonderful with regard to its great Breadth - 
I read in Thilojiratus^ that Herod the j1(he- 
nlan made one covered with Cedar. That 
an Awning was extended over the Amphi- 
theatre of Verona^ is feen by a Piece of the 
ufual red Marble, fomething more than two 
Feet in breadth, and almoft fquare, found 
in digging and ftill prelerved. In it we ob-, 
ferve, above one of the Angles thereof, in 
the Parts towards the contiguous Angle, fc- 
veral fmall Bores made hollow by the con- 
tinued Fridion of the Ropes: The Re- 
mains of fuch Stones flievv them to have 
been Cords not thicker than the fourth part 
of an Inch \ fince thofe that were large, and 
which fupported thd Weight, were fixed, 
nor did they run out in the fame way that 
the fmall Cords did ; by which the Foldings 
of the Velarium were made to be pulled back 
and forward as there was occafion j at leaft 
3 imagine it fo. Lentulus Spintro was the 
firft that invented '° Coverings of Linnen*- 
Qoth. But '? T>io^ as a Proof of the ex- 
ceflive Expence made by C£ far at the Games, 
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mentions that (as it was reported) he on^:^c 
caufed the Speftators to be ftiaded from tB^ne 
Heat of Ihe Sun with Coverings of Silk. R -ut 
hf the Games £poke of by the Hiftorian^, it 
feems probable, that the Place mentioned to 
have been covered by Cafar, in the mantmer 
juft now delcribed, was his own Amphithea. "•re 
of Wood ; which, at that time, was an SIZx- 
ccfi of Luxury, fince the Silk was then not 
produced nor manufaftured in that Count :^, 
but brought thither from remote Parts of 
the World. I obferve in Vopifcus^ that e^i^en 
in the time of AureUan^ a Pound of pt^ie 
Silk-Stuff was valued at the like Weight of 
Gold. Kero once caufed Purple Yeils to be 
fpread over the Theatre, reprefcnting c:::hc 
Heavens, with Stars of Gold thereon, a^ ^d 
• his own ' * Image embroidered in the midd -^^j 
reprefcnting the Sun driving a Chariot. Ho ^'^' 
ever, the Covering was commonly made of 
Wool : This I conjefture from a Palfage of 
Tertulliany where, in order to exprels th^^^ 
God fees even beyond the Amphitheatre, I^^ 
fays. Extra Cameras^ &GraduSy & Af^^' 
lias. ' 5 Lipfius fay,s, he cannot imagi -^^ 
what thcfe Apulia were. ' * BuUnger d^ f ' 
duced that word from the Gteek^ and fJu-^j^ 
Tertullian had io named the higher Portico-^> 
But Tertullian, in that place, fpeaks of the -^ 
as the inner part of the Amphitheatre, anr^4 
names the Parts which filled it, viz. tfc:^^ 

^^ Xiph, in Ner. Z- • 

»5 Caf.ii, 4e jipuliisfateor me non*fojfi hi/cere, (ji»c. 
«4 BmL de ih, m from. gj 
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tcps, Lodges, and Coverings ; and to thcfe, 
ot the others, docs he give the Name of 
ipulaj iox fb mufl it be read, and not 
4puli£y viz. ^ugliefij which is as much as 
D fay, Wool i rightly, fo named from 5P«- 
lia^ fince the Wool of that Province is more 
unous than any where elfe, as ' ^ ^liny iays. 
''or this reafon ** Martial z&rmsy that that 
k>untry was ennobled not a little, by having 
lad the fineft Wool of any, as Carina was 
br the iecond kind, and Altina for. the third 
brt. So the Woollen-Qoth, I lay, was 
ailed ApuUy from the Country Apulia ; as 
Sjlk, for the fame reafon, was called Serica. 
!o much does the Poet give Apulea the Prc- 
ininence above the other Provinces, becauie 
tf the white Wool it produces; tho* the 
Velarium of the Amphitheatre was, for the 
ndft part, of dyed Wool, varioufly coloured ; 
md this I gather from a Paflage of ' "^ Liir^ 
'retiuSy where he fays, that the red Iron- 
roloured, and yellow Coverings of the 
Theatre, refleded back on the Affembly of 
Speftators, and on the Scene, undulating the 
vhole with their Colours. So did they 
Poetically paint the Appearance of the waving 
Motion produced by the Wind blowing on 
he Awning, 

But it is not lb eafy to know [by what 
^as been already laid concerning the Vela- 

y L. 8. r.48. lAudatiJJima Apula. jifophor. velleribus fru 
** J5:/>. 37. • »7 i/^,4, CoguntquefHO fluUare colore, 

rium^ 
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xi^ta] the manner how the Awning, at fo 
great a Height, could be kept Ipread over 
fo ample a Grcumference and Space^ as that 
of the whole Amphitheatre, and the Method 
they had to manage it, at pleafure. We 
leara from '® Lampridius^ that they cau- 
led the Marine Soldiers to handle it, be- 
caufe more expert than the others in mana- 
ging the Sails of Ships ; yet as to the manner 
how -it was performed, we are ftill in the 
dark. • In the Colifcum we have obferved, ^ 
in treating about the exterior Circuit, that 
there were 240 lar^e G)rbils of Stone, into 
which an equal number of long Poles were 
fixed^ which piercing through the Comifti, 
flood ered, in order to fupport the Fela^ 
fium : But the Difficulty confifts in knowing 
how it was poffible to keep luch large Ropes lb 
very well ftretched, and extended in fo great 
a Breadth as was the Diameter of the whole 
Amphitheatre. As to this Particular, the 
Roman Architeds feem to have had the only 
good Notion ; and Fontana^ in his Drawing, 
has well reprefented how that Affair was 
prafticable, tho' he has not expreffed the 
manner of executing it in Words. I here 
give you its Figure ; but you muft however 
imagine Ibme other Particular, flill more to 
be added, becaufe by not conceiving it in 
any other Form than what is herQ repre* 
fented, a fixed Covering might, I own, Ibme 
way or -another, have been placed upon it, 

. «« In Com. MilUihis Clajfutms. but 
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it does not appear how they could draw 
ickward and forward at plealure ; and 
we do know from JHiftory, that ia the 
iatory Shews ^^ Caligula took Ibmetimcs 
gh^ when the Sun was moft intenlely 

to order the Covering of the Amphi- 
:re to be drawn back and remove^ of 
tden ; prohibiting any one whomlbever, 

going away then from their Places^ or 
i^ put of the Building, 
ach a Work could not be otherwife 
Dfed, but by forming a large oval Ring 
hick Ropes in the middle, by whicih 
gr^teft part of the Area was left unco- 
d ; as it w?s likewile neceflary for the 
lilfion of Air and Light, and a Method 
eldom ufed by the Ancients, even in their 
r Buildings, as maybefeen vaAgrippa^s 
theon. This Covering or Awning, was to 
3d the Spectators from the Heat of the 

or from any fudden Rain which might 
but not to cover the emfpty Space of 
Area. For this very reafon, perhaps, 
Iphurnius called the Field open and un- 
red. This Rope may have had fevera 
s of Metal round it, which may have 
d: for having the principal Ropes fixed 
em, rendering the Draught fo much 
horter, ferving inftead'of Pillars or any 
: Supporter which could be fixed in that 
, When it occurred to prepare Games, 

Hit. c. %6. 5* ^* pattdajuvinis Dens deiisJrena, 

A a " this 
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this great Circle, [^for fo I think we. mu 
caD it*] muft have been brought into th 
middle, and feveial final] Ropes fix'd to i 
by Hooks, which being carried ftreight u 
wards to the top of the Circumference, migi 
there, by means of Blocks and Pullics, be 
driwn up at once, and equally hoifted, 
drawing up the Ring all round, and then 
fixed fecurely. 

Thcfe Ropes were, like the Ground u 
which the Awning refted, divided into d£f^ 
fcrent Plaits or Foldings : It may probal>Iy 
have been interwove with other leflcr Cond^ 
and thefc, 'tis credible, went by the li-ke 
number of proportionable Rings, and have 
been fitly diftributed round the Cable in the 
middle, playing within thefe at the pleafiire ; 
of thofe w ho flood above the uppermoft Story, j 
and running above the Comifli; for all this li 
was to be performed above the covered Ifi 
Lodges. The Ground-work of all muft jof 
have been faftned to the top of the Poles jfl 
on the outfide of the Building, and perhaps 
at the foot of them too, and made to reft 
horizontally above the Circuit of the fccOBd 
Enclofure, upon Pillars of Wood j which, fo J^< 
that end, muft have been erefted higher in Cr 
the fore part of the Lodges. The leflcr 
Cords, in the fame Circuit, have refted upon 
Pulleys, in order to make them move the 
eafier, here only the Awning beginning- 
Perhaps in our Amphitheatre of Firms, they 

may 
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a.y have cauled the Ropes thereof to have 
en extended over pieces of Stone placed 
ove the Cornifti, in order to liipport it the 
ter : my Conjcdiire about this, arifinj 
m the piece of hollowed Marble, of whicl 
I have already made mention. Perhaps alio 
tliey made it to pais on the outfide, and di- 
^e£led it to the Windows of the higheft 
Order : But, to determine the very precife 
Planner how it was done, where we have 
only our Imagination to guide us^ is, I think, 
a, difficult Task. 

How ftrongly the greater kind 6f Ropes 

Avere ftretched, and how firmly fixed, may 

l>e conjedured by the Method they had of 

lioifting things up from the bottom to the 

top of the Building. Sometimes Children 

(as * ' Juvenal mentions) were feen fnatched 

^ as high as the Velarium. And ** Mar- 

^i^fpeaks of a Bull lifted up from the middle 

of the Arena, which appeared as reprefcnting 

Hercules being carried up to Heaven. We 

have certainly an account of the Machines 

wherewith they uled to hoift up things aloft,as 

) Were common on the Scenes % which, as an 

ancient ^^ Etymologift tells us, were called 

Cranes. But, perhaps, in the Arena, on that 

oocafion, they alio made uie of the principal 

|reat Ropes> appropriated for fupporting the 

Velarium^ and of the larger Hoop or Circle^ 

98 it was linked together. We muft not 

A a z tteglecl 
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negled to mention, that in reading the Hi- 

ftorians it appears, Ibmetimes the Speftators 

were left without any Velarium at all, and 

fo expofcd to the Injury of the Weather 3 

fince ** T)io writes, that Hats, after the 

Theffalian manner, were, in Caligula's time, 

allowed in the Theatres, in order to defend 

the Spedators from the violent Heat of the 

Suni the Ancients, otherwife, being ufcd 

to go bare-headed. And * ' Martial tcUs 

us, that a certain Feribn's Lacerna or Cloak, 

which he wore of a black Colour, [^contrary 

to the Fafhion of other People, who had 

them white] was, by a liidden Snow which 

fell in the Amphitheatre, made white alio. 

From the fame Author we likewifc learn, 

how that the Lacern£j which were, for 

the moft part, Ihort Cloaks, were generally 

made ufe of in the * • Amphitheatres ; but 

that is to be underftood when the Wind 

hindered the Velarium from being drawn 

over the Building; which, as we learn by 

feveral PajGTages of the Poets, did not feldom 

happen. 

^^ L. 14. 12/. jimfhhheatrales nos commmdatnus adufm. 
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CHAR XV. 

Of the fubterraneous Part of the 

Building. 

FROM the Air on high, let us now de- 
icend to the lower Parts of the Earth. 
It has been obfejrved by many, that the 
Amphitheatre under ground, had Walls and 
hollow Places belonging to it ; but as no 
body has taken the pains to dig and exa- 
mine it to purpole, llrange things, I own, 
have therefore been laid on the Subjed. 
Andrea FulviOy MarlianOy and others, have 
afferted, that this vaft Pile was, in a great 
meafure, lupported by the Cloaca :^ tho', 
at the iame time. Conduits never were placed 
under high Walls. LipfiuSy and many o- 
thers, have believed that the fubterraneous ' 
Cavities lerved for Repofitories or vStore- 
Houfes, and Prilbns for the Wild-Beafb; 
without confidering how narrow it was for 
that ule, or that fuch kinds of Beafts could 
not be kept in Flocks together like Sheep, 
in order to bring any of them out at plea- 
iure. But having dug here in every Place, 
we have been able to make a perfed Plan 
of the Parts under-ground, as may be fecn 
by the Draught* 

Aa 3 In 
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In the. Copper-plate, that round Figure 
which appe^irs in the middle^ reprelents ^ 
WeD, and is exceedingly deep, in Diameter 
fix Feet. Wells like this, and in the fame 
Situation, may probably have been in every 
other Amphitheatre, for what we know. 
Baluzio, in his Hiftory of the Qty of Tulle^ 
aflerts, he had feen there the Remains of an 
Amphitheatre, in the middle of which, he 
lays, there was a WeD, the Bottom of which 
could never be fathomed. But the Bottom, 
1 think, they may however hope to find, 
if they will fcek better for it. Befides, a 
Well in that Situation might likewife indi- 
cate, that a Theatre, or .Ibme other Build- 
ing, may have been there. But laying afide 
the farttaftical Speculations, which are heard 
now and then concerning the Well of our 
Amphitheatre, the Mouth of which anciently 
was ftiut up and hid 5 the ufe of it is ma- 
nifeft, becaufe by its great depth, in the 
Center of the Field or Area, which was the 
loweft Situation of any, it might have con- 
tributed not a little for draining the Water, 
and thereby to keep the whole dry ; and 
the rather, fince the Field was always un^ 
covered, fo that the Rain- Water which every 
where fell on the Awning, difcharged itfeU 
into the WeD; which Awning, by the flopfe 
which it naturally had, was ibmewhat in- 
clined towards the inner part of the Build- 
ing. This then was the Comfluvium m^vh 

tiondd 
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tioned by the Ancients, within the Arena, 
and explained by » Ifidorus^ as being that 
Place where the Water all around was ga» 
thered. And, I think, that the chief Be- 
nefit thereof, was to colled the Water that 
dropt or poured down on the Surface of the 
Field, which was higher than the Walls and 
Covering of the Conduits, and which wasi 
necefTary to be kept dry. All the ihaded 
part of the Drawing reprefents the Conduits 
lituated in the middle of the three Covered 
Ways, and alfo length and crois-ways, from 
one' Point to the other, without coming croft 
any Wall except that of the Podium, the 
Foundation of which is bored in two parts 
in the middle, under ground. None of 
them is lefs than leven Feet deep, and thofe 
which run from one end to the other are four 
Feet and a half broad, thofe croft- ways are 
three Feet ten Inches, that of the middle 
Covered Way twenty-fix Inches, and the o- 
ther two, fome more, fome left. The Bot- 
tom Qf them is laid firm and folid, but that 
of the great Conduit has a Pavement of large 
Flag-Stones. Thofe in the Ellipfis don't join 
with the others length-ways, but only with 
that other traverfe-ways j thofe which croft 
one another near the Cpnter, turn off from the 
Well, which is furrounded with a Wall, and 
then they join again. The Walls of thofe 
Conduits are l;)uiU after the ofual manner of 

A a 4 the 
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die Romans y with the commdn Strata^ at 
diffatnce of every three Feet, artd with Iqu 
Stones, and three RoWs one iBove the oth 
particularly at the Top. Aboye the fiiaat -are 
Stones there are Flags of the ufual kind ^ of 
Mdrble, which covers them fully, and formrf^ a 
fcmd of Floor, no lefi than a Fobt ip thickne tz % 
and Ibmetimes even ten in bi^adth. . In thrr^iy 
likewife we dilcover the famie? ufe which v^=-ve 
mentioned in the fecond Chapter^ namel- — iy, 

that the Borders of them are made finoot ^% 

> ■■ . 

but riot the middle, in thie Sides of the Sto n^m es 
which ought to join ' one with abother. H^Bfa- 
virig dug lik6wilc before th6 other lar^^c 
Gate there, w6 found the Conduit not c=^6- 
vcred with Flag-Stones, but b^ a very lar;;:;i^e 
Vault ; there being lifcewile two lefler Co^^n- 
duits on each fide, Which joined with it. 

' The Ufe of thefe Conduits was, Witho^ ut 
doiibt, to receive irid difcharge the Urine aKnd 
other Soil, and alfb Rain-Water, which i2^i/ 
on the Amphitheatre. As to thefe thingf^ 
the i?^;^i^^^ wifely took much catc ab(^^t 
them in their Buildings, and therein vS^d 
great Magnificence too. In feveral places 
there are round Holes in the Flag-Stones a- 
bbve, by which, in taking up the Stone '^ 
which clofed it, a Man could eafily gb down 
iiito it. t have likeWife obferved fin the 
low part of the Conduit crds-ways. Where 
it paffes under the inner En6l6!rai?6] a little 
Door, with a finall Stair which came out on 

the 
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he third Step, Mrhere <he Stone; has bfeen 
novable. Openings^are here and'^ there found 
ifcewife in the Walls of the tJonddts : By 
hefe they laid,- Within ihofe ^.eceptidtv 
evcral Channels or Spouts, whTCfc('Wtrc df- 
tributed -within the Walls, and^placed along 
he Stait&j carrying Urine artd the Water 
hat drcp'd thithef, from the higher partsf of 
he Building. The largcft Cotiduits of aff, 
:ame olii: with the lame Breadth' irbm th^ 
\.mphith6atre, arid run, one t6W^ds'the Rf- 
rer, the other towards the Rivutet catted 
Adiges where, without dotibt, they nflift 
lave been emptied. About fen Payees fifr- 
her out from the Gate, a leffer Gonduil hai 
jeerj found, which, joined with the gitit 
)ne, muft have eaifried the Gutter-Watct of 
everal Streets to the Adigi ^^(3. By buir 
tnowing for certain, that ift dhtf Rbffidn 
Amphitheatre, when they wifttc^ a ^eat 
;^uantity of Water, they broo^t In sis much 
is ferved for reprefcntiftg theif Nafv*! Cdiil* 
bats ; this has made mafty bdi^V^e^ tfcfit they 
did the like in our Amphitheatwi 6f Verimif:. 
and that the large Condi** ftfWJ^ foi^ that 
purpofe : But as to ih^, i cSihet'Vfetilui* 
to affirm any thing; bfecauft tfefe )Adk^ M 
lower than the Levd <tf the FteJd 6f f^ 
Arena, nor have we toy ac^duht of aift^ 
Aquedufts made u(e of for th*' pu^^lrffc' at 
all. ••.-■•' ' ' ' •■■ ■'. ■ ' - 
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Having j. in the Drawing which I layb^* 
fytQ you^ given four Centers :and f9ur CL:x« 
des by Lines dotted, diis is to (hew wb. ^t 
-the Form of the Oval of the Area is, acrid 
consequently of the whole Amphitheatres; 
the Ekiclofuits of which, correipoiid wR_th 
iudi an inner Line. 'Tis neceflary we ihoi^Hld 
i^peak a little on this head. Every one i^^:es 

jdfiat after having, in this Treatift, call ed 

that of the Area of our Amphitheatre an 
EUipfiSj what is exprefled in the Drau^^ht 
can he qo mathematical Demonftjr^ticm the -re- 
pf; it beings on the other hand/ math^m^atti- 
cally repugnant, that part of the Arch of 
a Circle can. be at the lame time eiliptic=^al. 
Nay, that the Arch of a Circle and one of 
file Ellipfis, can touch in any more thaq c^^ne 
Point, unleis it was an Arch infinitely fm^MlI- 
That which is fliewn 13 the Draught is or^y 
a Hint of the ienfible Conformation, fo th^at 
its Title in the Plate ought to be, A t^^^;^ 
chmical Indication of the Elliptic Fields it 
being in efied mechanically railed. So mu- <b 
is fu^cient fpr the ArchiteA, in whom a p^^ 
fed EKa^n^fs, and the abftrad^d Meafu^"^^ 
of geometrical Calculation are not required 5 
the Difference in fb fmall a Space, between 
the common; and mathematical Computati^^ 
being fo minute, that it is not obfcrvable ^^ 
Practice. So when, for Example, there i^ « 
Pillar to be raifed, and placed any whcr^t 
lying op the Ground^, and a Calculation ^^ . 
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Its Weight to be made ; by not knowing the 
Quadrature of the Circle, we cannot there- 
fore know it exadly ; yet the Error therem 
will be fb finally as not to be of any im^ 
portance in the Operation. But in order to 
give a more precile account of our Area^ I 
fhall add in what manner a perfed EUipfis 
is defcribed throughout its whole Circum^-» 
rence, which is fufficiently known by the 
bringing in of the Axis, indicated m its place ; 
iince that which is longeft only being given^ 
the EUipfes may be infinite in number, and 
fo the ftiort Diameter be determined, it can- 
not be but one. That the Ellipfis is perfeft, 
I have prov'd in this manner, with the help 
oi JpolloniuSy who ftiews, that tWo Lines 
proceeding from their Focus's, and brought 
to join in any Pcnnt of the elliptical Circum- 
ference, are always equal to the longeft Axis. 
I have caufed two Cords to be ftretched over 
the Length and Breadth, reprefenting the 
two Axes ; then having taken another, equal 
to the greater one, I have doubled it, and 
made it become the half of it : Then fixing 
one end in one of tjhe Extremities of the 
lefler Axis, I have made the other end touch 
the greater one, in the Point of their meet- 
ing. I have marked out the Focus ^ which I 
found 2 1 Feet diftant from the Vertex j then, 
in the £ime manner, the other Foius from 
the other part. Then undoubling the Rope, 
having fix'd the Ends thereof in the places 

of 
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ojrthc Focus's themfelvcs, I extcridcd the 
Rope, with a Pin, which divided it into 
two Lines} this Pin I tunjed rouncl, and 
foand that it fweeps the whole Rounds and 
comes to touch the loweft Step, except in 
that fmall Trad where, the Repairings have 
fpoiled the Curvature, Every Amphitheatre 
h'stl been of an elliptic Form, and varied 
only by the different greatnefi of the Axis; 
fince anqueftionably the ancient^ as well as 
our modern Artificers, mufi have made ufe 
of this vulgar Method in defcribing an oval 
Figure ; by which they made it perfeft, and 
after the Apolhnitin manner, tho' without 
ever knowing that its Focus's divide the Axes 
ihfuch proportion, that the Redangle of the 
Segments are equal to the fourth part of the 
Figure, that is, to the Square of the leffer 
Semi-axis, Nor that the Square of the Half- 
Ordinate is at the Reftangle of the Scg- 
iO^nXs of the Axis> as the Parameter or La- 
tuf return to the Axis itfelf ; and the Red- 
angle of the Segments is to the (ame Square, 
aai the. Square of the greater Axis to that of 
the lef&r. Nor do they likcwife know the 
other fine Properties and Demonftrations 
found OS* fince ApHlmiuSy by many cxccl- 
iei|t Genius's, and lately illuftratcd by T* 
Gr0idh and wkhou*i having heard of the 
admiraWe Effed whiqh proceeds from this 
Figure^ -in the ccJlleding Light and Sound j 
or , the iHorioar done to this Ccurvej by its 

having 
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laving been introdue/sd into Heaven itfcl^ 
Lccording to thofe, who do not fipd the Op- 
>ics of the Planets circular, a$ the Ancients 
magined, but elliptical. And here we think 
proper to acquaint the Reader, . that I have 
Lately caufed the Meridian Line of our City 
to be marked out with Giiflels in ieveral 
places of our Amphitheatre, as may be leen 
in the loweft Stepson the left Hand going 
into the Buildings and not far from the En- 
trance. In fuch a confpicuous Flan Xjthought 
proper to fix the Beginning of theLioe, which 
fliall be feen in another Volume carrlod .out 
here and there through all the Territory, nay 
in one Place even to the Toy and in another, • 
near ta Trent. 

There remains now nothing^ more to be 
iaid with regard to the Deicription of the 
Amphitheatre , the Strudure whereof hav- 
ing been Part by PartlhewnJn thebeftMan* 
ner I could. Some Qbfervations may only 
be added on the broken Parts or I^]ragments 
thereof, and the Pieces, of Marble found in 
digging at dififerent times. But while this 
Treatilc is now printing, we may hereihew 
Fragments of another kind, occafioned by 
the Thunder, which having ftrucfcin.the in- 
ner Angle of one of the four hi^eft Arches, 
has broken and looied two large Pieces of 
the lowermoft Stones^ but not touched the 
Vault below, nor occafion'd any Damage in 
the un^er Parts of the Building ; niay, by the 
I Nature 
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Nature of the Stroke, and a fmall Marl 
thereof on one of the upper Stones, it 
peaiB that the Diredion of the Blow cam( 
fiom below upwards, and the large Flam^ 
above the lowermoft Vault, feen by thoi 
who were in the Streets a Moment befoi 
it fell, {hews, that the Thunder began there, 
that is kindled, then fplit, its Flight turn- 
ing more fubtile the higher it went tip; ai 
eonfirms my Opinion about theGeneratiocrm 
of Thunder, which being looie and unbri- 
dled, it firft encreales by degrees, having bi 
a little time fince feen a finall Book in La* 
tin wrote on that Subjed, and publiihed 
Years ago in Germany by Mr. Richter 
Saxon Fhiloibpher, in which he not onl] 
agrees in this new Opinion, but pretends 
account for all its apparent Extravags 
in the Manner juft now mentioned. Bi 
what Ihall we lay, if in treating' on this 
Subjed, I ftiould add feveral new Obferva- 
tions and Arguments no lefi convincing thac^V 
what I have formerly advanced; all whu 
I have been thinking on fince Mr. RichU 
' tranflated and quoted my Letter ? Thj 
Thunder likewile, which occafioned fi> gres 
a Conflagration within the Amphitheatre 
the time of MacrinuSj makes us conjedurc, 
that the Thunder was engendred there, 
on high in the Air and Clouds. But of 
we fiiall treat on another Occafion, being 
preient to ipeak not of the Pieces qF 

dnvi 
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Iriven off from the Building and fcattercd 
:iere and •there by .the Thtindcr,- tnrt the 
irery many Fragmehts of fbreii^ MarUc 
x>und there in digging 5 mbft of 'Which were 
aken cither out of the Well, or the Bottom 
>f the great Conduits, particularly, ih the Si- 
:uation of the moft noble and hK>fl 'frequent- 
ed Gate. This may encourage People to 
3ig in that of Rame^ with the -Hopes of 
Binding what may fufficiently coimpeniate 
rhcir Labour. The moft confiderable Frag- 
nents found at the laft digging have been 
fome Pieces of African Marble Pillars, the 
Diameters of which were about a Foot and a 
half, their Pedeftals of Marble of our Country; 
next was the Top of a Pillar of Grecian 
Marble, the Diameter thereof near three 
Feet, then a Piece of a large half Pillar of 
the T>orick Order and fluted j then other 
Pieces of leffer Pieces very deeply fluted, 
together with their Capitals, and Bals-Re- 
lievo's, then Part of the great Comifli, with 
Modilions and Dentings, with many other 
broken Pieces of Corniflies, and other things, 
Ibme of which were of Serpentine. Next 
a fmall broken Pillar of ^yEgyftian 
Stone about two Feet high^ and eight 
Inches thick ; but of fuch a kind, as I ne- 
^er before had fcen among ancient Re- 
mains. By its Spots 'tis of the granate kind^ 
lut not with fuch imall Spots j 'tis of a 
xeddiih Cdour, but ib very pretty, that it 

is 
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IS not eafy to &xjd any thing more agra 
il^e^ ;liere are beautiful luqd farts, inter 
juried pbw' the whqk, liJbe Piepes of AgaP" — t 
or xather Stripes of SUyer. Which pujs m -MK 
in. mind, of .the MarUe which Father il/4 
/^i//r^a^ ^SLVB he faw at Jiavennajbx whicl 



h^ im^gif|)*d. precious Stones, were indentec^^. 
There was,* Head of. Tar Jan Marble of =-- a 
good Xaffte iGjun^^ li^ewiiie, of a Man^^^wic c 
as big ^ : Nj^ure ^ the Face is hot of an ^g r 
Ancient wpJknow. J^aft of all, we fbuncrd 
half of a Horfe's Leg of Metal, jind Pait o- i 
the Head, above the common Size of tha^ ^ 
jAninifl, ^ nd done with an e^ccellent T?ile. 
Whe/e tJiBe^.vyhcjile of thefe Pieces hav^^ 

bficn pjacejl, is not eafy to determine ; per 

lups tljey have not all belonged tp the Am 
phitheatre, wl^ich once was itfclf ,a Rccep 
tacle for Fragments and Rubbifh. Ther 
are bcfides whatis already mentioned, Piece 
of Pillars .of jffrican and Grecian Marble ^ 
fo very ftiail, that we may fafely imagin^^ 
them to have belonged to the Baluftrade o ^ 
the T odium J in which like wife, at pertair^ 
Diftances, have others Ibmewhat larger o^ 
Serpentine, and other choice Marble, beer:^ 
made ufe of. Perhaps Ibme Statue or ano^ — 
ther of a moderate Size may have alio beeiT^ 
placed in the Amphitheatre, as we k.nov^" 
others were in the ' Circus. 'Tis credible ^ 
the half- fluted Pillars flood at the two in— - 
ner Poors of the Field. The Pillars o^ 

Jfr/car^ 
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if r /can Marble may have been made, ule of 
1 the great outer Gate, being dug up there. 
Vom Medals we learn where' the Statues of 
le Horfes in Caft- Metal flood ; on them 
ley ftiow a Quadriga above the great Gate 
fthe Colifeum^ which, when placed there 
: firft, may have alluded to the Triumph of 
"itus. In the fame Place, exadly in the 
liddle of the Conduit, were orir two Pieces 
)and. We may fee then how our Amphi- 
leatrehas like wile been enriched with fuch 
Ornaments $ fo that both from this, as well 
J from what remains here hinted at, we 
lay learn how well thofc Foreigners have 
rider flood the Matter, when they faid this 
uilding was a fough and coarfc Struflure.' 

From thefe notable Remains, particularly 
r Pillars, they fcem to confirm that which I 
inted at in the firft Book, treating of the 
[edals, namely, that there was a Veftibul 
laced before the principal Gate or Entry, 
id adorri'd with leveral Pillars, and diflirt- 
uiftied from the refl of the Building as much 
ith regard to the Materials, as the Worfc- 
lanftiip thereof i perhaps above it the bra- 
in Horle may have been placed. In the . 
ituation of the other Gate, correfpondenC 
ith that, but few things have been found. 
1 order to give Ibme Conjefture about the 
[arble Goloflean Head, we obferve in the 
ledals of Alexander Severus and Gordiany 

CololTus reprefcnted asftanding near the 
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Amphitheatre, perhaps the lik? qiay have 
been here. But in the Med^on of Alexanfir 
der Severus^ another Statue leems to have 
been placed under the Veftibul,^ and madi 
in a different Form from that vrhich a,ppears^^ 
in the Medals of Titus. The Head beini 
found in the fame Place, may mak^ us 
lieve, that fuch another may have been neai 
the Entry, and have yeprefcnted the Perlbi 
who prefided over the Fabric, or who m« 
have contributed moft to the Expenc^ ol 
building it. We muft not negleft to 
ferve, that the Fragments themlelves afifor^b^^ 
nofraall Light to thofe vfho can confidfC 
them to purpofe j 'tis obferv'd, by way oj 
Example, that ^t the Bottom of everjp" 
pillar, the fmaU Round which makes the^^ 
Border, was by the Ancieats.kept Ibn^ewhats 
higher in the Body of the Pillar, fo that fe 
might not bear a great Weight upon it. Fop' 
want of this Caution in the Works of man;^ 
of our rnodern Artificers, who, on the otherr 
hand, make the C?nter moj:<: ho^ow, vf^^ 
often find the little Round itfelf brok-e., am*^ 
the End of the Pillar fpoil'd. Nor muft Ay.^ 
either pais by that which I have obferved^ withte. 
much plealure in the forementipned: Repaint ^ 
of the Statue of the Hprfe ; tiamely, that tfe^ 
Metal thereof is very fine, of a yellow Cor* 
lour, and of a rich ODmpofition : Beljdes^ thi^ 
Piece of the Head is dl beautifully in-laid^ 
length-ways with fmall Streaks ancl Piece^-J 

of 
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Df other Metal,ajDaong which leYeralFoliage$, 
ir Branch-work, are nicely indented and in- 
rcrfperfed on the Statue. ' Thefe Indentings 
tre of a reddifti kind of Copper, which being 
xf a di^erent Colour from the reft of the 
Metal in which they were fet, have an- ad- 
nirabk Eifed, appearing Ibmewhat like 
Embroidery ; befides, under the Ear, there 
is a fquare Piece, which inftead of being 
placed along the Branchrwork or Foliage, 
comes croft, and is filver'd over, iplbmuch 
that for feveraJi Days after it was found, it 
was taken for folid Plate : The Beauty and 
Perpetuity of. t;he ancient way of gilding, 
:Tery body, knows. The Senator Bona- 
^ottiy * in his Treatife on the Medalions of 
:he Mufeum of Carpegnd^ has already made 
i Calculation from a Paflage of Tliny^ how 
nuch the Gold Leaf of the Ancients was 
hicker than purs at prefent, and ihewn the 
nanner ufed by them therein. Now by thi^ 
)iece of the Statue, the Perfedion thereof 
$ known, and the Durableneis of their fil- 
;^ering over Things feen, the modern Way 
>f performing it being indeed much inferior. 
Vioreover, by this we learn, alfo the above- 
uentioned laborious and ingenious Method 
he Ancie^its had in their ornamenting Works 
)C Metal i naqiely, by Indenting and In-lay- 
ng pf fuch pieces, which I believe hs? no 
^rher? elfe be?n difcovered, fince wh^t^vey 
litherto has, been known this way, h^si?cen 
».P. 371. Bb 2 by 
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3y the frequent method they had of gi!dir-»g 
Statues; which I believe. however they d xd 
ximmonly, not by covering them entirely 
ivith Gold, but only ' adorning fome parti- 
cular parts thereof, which gave a greater 
Neatncfs to the wliole, and render'd it more 
beautiful, as I know for certain, by fe- 
veral elegant little ancient Statues of Metal 
in my own keeping. 

Laft of all, I fhall add, that whoever b [ 
cndow'd with a good Tafte in thofe Things, 
and will take pleafure to examine well tfic } 
Nature of this Jitnicture throughly, will be , 
forced to acknowledge that nothing more 
perfed:, more admirable could be conceiv'd, 
fo as to render the whole really magnificent, 
and a Mailer piece of Art: 'Tis enough to | 
make us confider, if we fliould undertake \ 
without having this Edifice before our Eyes, 
that 'tis practicable to build a Fabric, which, \ 
withouttaking upmoreroomthan whatitdoes, ! 
might accommodate lb many thoufand Specla- 
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Lthin nor without. And what an Appea 
nee would it make, if we could at pre- 
nt fee the higheft part of the Building and 
le FafTages and Stairs which led up to the 
odges, and above thefe to the higheft Cor^ 
fh ? Befides, what Ihail I iay of the great 
trcumlpeciion kept up in the whole,theGon- 
ivance they ule, and thd^different Admit 
M of Light within it ? How very difficult 
le Invention was, we may learn by ob- 
rving how the modern Architecls have fuc- 
jeded, when- in thefr Drawings they have 
Klavour'd only to lupply what is wanting 
id is deftroyed, from the great part that 
mains. Befides, we may gather this like- 
ife, by feeing clearly how very little that 
hich is leen remaining of the Building has 
ten as yet underftood. Let us then give 
le praife due to thole Citizens of Verona, 
ho by the Provifion * they fagacioufly made 
ir its Support, their great Care therein, and 
xeffaryReparations made from time to time, 
ive, in Ipite of fo many Changes, prefer- 
2d this Superb Remain of "ancient Skill 
ad Grandeur- At the iame time we fer- 
cntly exhort Pofterity to continue always 
le lame Care for its Prefervation, as thole 
ho have liv'd before them have done, 
bove all, a very watchful Eye muft be 
ept in freeing it from the Damage whicl^i 
equently enfues, if People Ihould be per-' 
itted to live within \U Our Community 

B b 3 there- 
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tfiercfpre wifely rents out thofe Places whidi 
otherwife wodd be ufelefs, and the Money 
thereofis exceedingly well appropriated When 
Occafipn ferves, for the Support of the Afena 
itfelf, as being the Produ^ of its own .Vitils, 
But die places rvejuft now mentiotied Would, 
I think, be always well bellowed, if rented 
out to thofe who keep Magazines of Wood Or 
Hay^ or Merchandi2:e or Stables^ dnd iiid) 
kinds of Ules, which doa t opequire Faiftiliei 
to live in them ; or if any. Famiy ftiould be 
allowed to live within* it, feverc Penalties 
Ihould be enaded againft thofe who jQiould 
damage its Walls, or miake Holes there* 
in ; or build new ones withiii it, fioce 
that would deform the whole Fabric, nW 
even to praftife any Handicraft Work 
that may fpoil or abufe it. in any man- 
ner whatever. Thofe indeed are for the ! 
moft part the only Goths and Vandals j who 
in a barbarous manner endeavour to bore i 
Holes through it, or with hard Labour to 
break thofe Walls confccrated by the Dura^ . 
tion of fb many Ages ; nor is it lefs crimi- 
nal in thofe who in various . ways transform j 
and dab over thofe parts of the Building j 
which iafford ih much Inftrudion to thofe ; 
who underftand them aright. j 
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lijs Treailjfe is here endedy by giving 
an Account of the T^atr& of Fohy 
.which till now h<ft hetH tdhn for 
' hH A^i}hitheatre. ' 
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Otwithftaticjirig at fitft 1 intended to 

J;ive but a fiimniary Delcription 
rena^ in order to lerve for another 
Vorlc, yet led by the pleafure of new Dif- 
overies, I found my lelf by little and little 
ngag'd to treat fully about Amphitheatres 
ti general. Accordingly I determined to take 
. Journey to ^ola in 7/^r/^ about the fa- 
tious Atnphitheatre of which City, I had re- 
:eived very different Accounts 5 but Ijaving, 
>ecaufe of the Winter Sealbn, and other 
affairs of rtiy own, been hindred Ibme 
vlonths^ front palGrig over to that Country, 
vhich from Venice is lio more than one hun- 
iired French Miles, I arrived there at 
aft, after my Treatife was finiihed; but 
bund toy felf obliged to cancel and alter 
" at which, .^relying on the Faith of Books, 
Accounts given mc tHereof from others, 
i'-fiad formerly wrote. ; . 
^^ola, the laft City of Itdlyy on this fide 
tfic Ay fa [where ifiria runs further out in- 
to the Adriatic^ is fo happily fituated, that 

B b 4 'tis 
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lis no wonder if fbrmerly it has been a 
.large and opulent- Elace, as the Antiquities 
there remaining clearly evince. The Situ- 
lation at Tola is exadly like that of la Sfir 
fcie in the Lunigiana, at the Top of a large 
Jjilet or Arm of the Sea, capable of con- 
taining not only one, but even fcvcral Fleets. 
This Inlet of the Sea is formed by the Con- 
tinent on the right, and an Ifthmus on the 
left hand, ferving as an incomparable and 
lafe Harbour for fheltering againft any kind 
of Wind whatever. The Mouth thereof is 
towards the Weft, and is little more thap 
half a Mile in Breadth, and can be oh eitbcf 
fide lafely defended againft any Enemy >vhal; 
ever. It is fenced from the Injury of Winds 
by the Promontory of an Ifland^ or rather a 
long Rock called Brioni j which ftill con- 
tinuing under Water, covers it wholly, Th? 
Bottom is very good anchoring Ground, and 
the Water deep enough to float any Man of 
War. Galleys and large Ships lie lb very 
near to the Shore > that in many places they 
may lay a Plank over, and load and un- 
load with great Eale. The Pittance from 
• the Mouth of the Inlet of the Sea to the City, 
is about one League. Within it are thre? 
Imall Iflands lying athwart, in one of which 
called St. Andrea^ by placing a Fort, great 
Ships can be eafily hindred from paffing 
forward, which Ships in going inward hav« 
only one Channel to pafs thro' betwixt it, an^ 
' ' ' 'pother 
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another called San Tietro. Befides, there is 
a Slip of Land, or rather a finall Teninfula 
which fences it anew on one fide 5 and itiore 
inwardly, near the City, thefc is another 
Ifland covered with thick Woods- and Olive- 
Trees. The Sea from one part to the other 
widens, and goes far in on the right hand of 
the City ; here, between it and the Arena^ 
at a ftnall Diftance from the Sea, there is a 
plentiful Spring of excellent Water, about 
which they have buUt a Semicircle of finall 
Steps wrought much after the ancient Man- 
ner. In the Country all around the City, 
there arc a great many rifing Grounds, of 
which thole they have cultivated arc very fei:- 
tile,and full of medicinal aildodoriferousHerbs. ' 
We find in the Epiftles of Caffiodorusy that 
tiot only Oil and Wine, but a great Quan 
tity of Grain in time of need was brought 
from Ifiria to Ravenna. Filh are here in 
great plenty. In fine, the Country wants no- 
thing but People and Trade. 

The famous Remains of fumptuous Buil- 
dings, which were the Workmanlhip of thofe 
Ages wherein Arts flourilhed, and found no 
where elfe in Iftria, nor in the contiguous 
Parts but at Tola^ fcew for certain, that this 
City has been the Metropolis of that Diftrift ; 
and on account of its Spendour and Riches,we 
may believe, that in the higher Ages it has 
\^tx\ held in the fame Rank of Grandeur, as 
Jiwileta was in the lower, fituated in the 

; '^ Country 
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iCountry of the Carniy and fup|Jbfed after-r 
wards to be the leffer Venice conligaous to 
XJiria. The Medals dug up in the Diftrid: of 
i^ola^ are almoft all of the firtt EniperorB. 
The Opportunity they had of its Harbour, in- 
cited them perhaps at iirft to make it the 
Staple-Port for Merchandize of the EaA^which 
afterwards was removed to Aquikia. As to 
its Antiquity, we have an Evidence, thereof 
jGrom the current Report that wa^ about it 
in the time of Mela and Strabo^ of iti being 
founded by the Colchi. That it was a iplen- 
did City in the firft Years of the RotbAu Em* 
pire, and fuperior to the others in its Neigh- 
bourhood, appears by a Golcmy harmg been 
•eftabliftied there, either by Ciijfit dr Au-^ 
gufiuSy honoured and diftinguilhed beiides^ 
by one of thefe Emperors with the Nanae of 
^ietas JultAy as we ledrn from } ^liny. 
Cafar yiohdhlj may have made it a Colony, 
fince Ijlria and ^almatiay together with the 
two Gallia^ were the Provinces allbtted him i 
lb that he furely has been at TtfUy for we 
know he went into Ilfyricum to hohi the ju- 
dicial AfTemblies, as Governour thereof Not- 
withftanding all this> the fettling a Colony 
there may with more Probability be attri- 
buted, to ^/r^«/?//^, who eftablifhed 28 Co- 
lonies in different parts of Itdfyy bcfides the 
giving the Name of Julia to Cities, was 
piore frequently pradifed by him than by 

* P/w. /. 3. ^. 19. 
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Cdfar. Another Reaj(bn appears by tbe 
Temple which ftiU fubfifts within that City^ 
confecrated to the Goddefs Roffm and Au^ 
gujius^ and feems to have been built by the 
Citizens, as a noble Memorial of theif Grad<- 
tude for the Benefits they may have received 
from Augujius. And might we not fuiped 
that the Name ^ola [which feems Latinj 
might not have been affumcd by that City, 
leaving their old one c«i iccount of fome im- 
portant Conceflion made by, or Advantage 
fought from tP^A^ Sifter oiAgfippUj and for 
the famous Buildings ereded by her, as they 
are mentioned by * T)ii> ? 

As to Antiquity, I know no City that can 
boaft of having Remains fubfifting more 
noble, large, or fo entire as that of Tola. 
The firft Author that I find who has (poke of 
it, is Teter Martir oiAnghiera^ a Milaneze^ 
lent to Venice in Quality of Ambaflador from 
Ferdinand and IfabelU King and Queen of 
Spairiy and to the Sultan of Babylon in the 
Year 1 5 o i . This Gentleman wrote an Ac- 
count of his own Voyage^ in which he tells us, 
that he went from Venice to T^la ; into the 
Harbour of the latter he arrived with his Gal* 
leys, there he obfeiVed two ancient Thea- 
tresy and an Arch with Infcriptions, and many 
Stones with various Readings on them, about 
forty- of which he tranfcribed and gave an 
Account of. The next Author after him, who 

has 
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has Ipoke of Tola^ is the moft excellent A r^ 

x:hited SerliOy who in his third Book h. ^s& 
treated of the 1 heatre. Amphitheatre, arrad 
Arch there, and has given Plans, Views, armd 
the Parts thereof. Jujius Lipjius copie^d 
after him the Plan of what they believed to 
be an Amphitheatre, and T allodia repreftnt- 
jcd two Ancient Temples at Tola. In the lafl 
Age, Antonio de Ville-, an Engineer, who 
built the Fort which is there at prelent,and 
has wrote about Fortification, publilhed an 
Account of this Place, in which he gave a 
Draught of an Arch, a Temple, and a Sketch 
of the Arenay tho* in a very clumfey man- 
ner, and very ill drawn. At prelent the 
Arch remains entire, as does like wife the 
forefaid Temple, and' the other near it, which 
very much refembles it, the back part there- 
of joining clofe to • if ; nor can I fay in what 
other place are Capitals, Corniflies, and Co- 
rinthian Freezes of liich delicate Sculpture 
to be found, or in fuch plenty, or io well 
preferved. The Prints which have been en- 
graven thereof, lerve only to fliew thefe 
things entirely different from what they are. 
Of the Inlcriptions I have only found five 
exifting, many others having been cruelly 
deftroyed, and indeed but lately 5 fince 
a certain new Building was ereded at' 
this Place, as if there had been a Scarcity of 
Stones in that .Country. 

T 

I 
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I heard in Venice, thzt fotne have de- 
fired th'^ y^rena of Tola might be tranlpor- 
ted thither in the manner I mentioned, wheri 
I had occafion to fpeak of tranlporting the 
Arch of Sufa * to Turin ; but fuch a great 
Undertaking as that of the Amphitheatre, 
I cannot adWfe Ihouldbe attempted, for fc- 
veral Realbns, tho' I Ihall be bold to lay, 
that I think it very prafticable to tranlport 
the Arch there, and like wife the beft prc- 
fervedofthe finall Temples; fincethofefew 
who live there, and for the moft part. arc 
Strangers, have no manner ofTafte for fuch 
things. By this a moft ufeful School for Ar- 
chitefture might be fet on foot, and every one 
learn in what manner the Corinthian ought 
really to be wrought, being liifficientto ihew 
how much more beautiful and graceful the 
Works of the Ancients are, and how much 
better conduced than Ibme of bur modem 
Performances, fo full of Extravagancies, or 
rather Folly. But fince there are fome who 
think the tranlporting fuch Buildings impoC* 
fible, I Ihall at prefent add the Manner 
praftifed therein by the Romans in their 
moft noble publick Buildings, as I have elfe- 
where delcrib'd, to whom it neither was un- 
known, nor deemed imprafticable; I mean, 
to tranlport Buildings from one place to ano- 
ther i of wliich Spartianus gives an Evi- 
dence, where he lays, that Hadrian^ befides 

the 
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word Theatre^ fince the Greek Theta^ 
account of the Pronunciation at that 
vras changed into a Zetfi: So that j&i 
011X0. they have made it Zee ca^ hence, t 
the popular way oflpcaking, they h: 
robbed it of two Letters, and made it Zi, 



In Latine it was wrote Zadrium and j^^ 
drum s this I learn from a writtep Records q 
the Year 1303, inlerted in a large Volurxle; 
which I keep among my Manulcripts, mud 
which contains an ample Cdiedion of fa- 
pious Venetian Records. In that fame M& 
there is an account of the Jurifdiftions which 
the Patriarch oi Aquileia held in Iftria^ 
when mention is made of Vola ; the words 
are, Et habet ibi duo antiqua Talatia^ 
fcilicety Jadrum^ & Harenam^ . & Tala^ 
tium unum in Tlatea Civitatis^ & quaf- 
dam alias T)omos ; & quicumque accipit 
aliquem Lapidem de diitis Talatiis Jaarii 
^ Harena^ proquolibet lapide quern accipit 
folvit T>omino "Tatriarcha Byzantibs cen- 
tum. This is a curious Account and Cir- 
cum'ftance, fliewing, that in the very dark 
Ages, they had even a much greater Vene- 
ration for the Monuments of Antiquity, than 
what we find in times when Erudition is 
raore in vogue j there having been then the no 
finall Penalty inflifted of a hundred Pieces 
on any that fliould rob the Theatres of Tola 
of ^o much is one fingle Stone, in order to 
apply it to other ufes. Which, indeed, has 
' . * been 
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been but too much pradiied every where, 
and from which the fatal Ruin of Antiquity 
has cnfued, much more than iixMn the Irrupt 
dons of the BarbarianSy or Time itlclfi 
Serlio bellbws great Enconiiums on the Rb- 
mains of the Theatre already mentioned, af- 
£rming, that the ingenious Architeft tbere^ 
cf had made choice of the Mount wheieod 
it was placed, for placing part of the Steps^ 
as was pradiied in building odiet Theatres; 
The Orcheftra was made itf the level part 
of the Area, as were the Scene zM the other 
Buildings thereunto belonging. Belides, he 
gave us to underftand, diat it was of the 
Corinthian Order, and exceedingly rich as 
to its Workmanftiip artd Stone, with a great 
number of Pillars and double Stairs, with 
Ornaments of Gates and Windows, both 
within and without. Several wrought Pieces 
remain near the Fort, which have not been 
made ufe of: I have obferved that of the 
few which do remain, ibme are of Grecidfi 
Marble, whereas all the other Antiquities 
there, are of Marble of the Country round 

about Tola. 

On the other fide of the City, at a fmall 
Diftance, *and no more than perhaps the 
length of 200 Pearches of Ground from the 
Sea-r^fide, ftands the Arena, as it was called 
id the middle Ages. There is nothing be- 
fides the external Circuit to be ieen at pre« 
ftnt} nor, indeed^ could more have been 

C c feen 
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fecn at any time, becauie die inim paits 
were of Wcxxl ; but the Buildiqg iogenaal 
is a Miracle, for being fo well ipidSavfidi 
iince throughout the wtK)le Circuity from flop 
to bottom, there is nothing wanting eaoRpt 
9bout two Arms lengdi in the upper Storf. 
As the Drawing I have given. thereof (hews 
when it was begun to be deftroy'd by ancH 
ther fhaUow-brain'd Ingineer, in order like- 
wife to make ule of the Stones fat his own 
Schemes; but a ftop was immediately pot 
to that, being a {»ece of Barbarity HiU the 
more execrable, when we coofider that die 
Country abounds with nothing £b much as 
Stone. The defiroying thefe things of M 
tiquity is, however, ib mudi contrary to 
the Inclination of the Community, dot in 
the common Inilrudions given to the Cover* 
nours of Tola^ the Legiflature has ei^'d 
them to preferve the Antiquities there caie* 
fully. Inefied, fince thefe things havelup- 
pened, it is not long fince, with an admiral 
ble Care,nhe Government has caufed fi- 
veral Vineyards to be removed, which, finn 
the fide of the Mount, without any iotts- 
mediate Space, had been brought as 'far as 
the Filafters of this Building. Belides^rbt 
has been already mentioned, the arched Hoof 
of one of the principal Gates is wanting, . tfd 
Ibme Stones of the contiguous Row of fi* 
lafters of the lecond Story towards the bot- ( 

tom i where, by one only Stone |:emainiog 

ioj 
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in the middle, and not broader than tw6 
Feet fix Inches, the whole Weight aboye has 
been fihce fupported % having another above 
it, which is not imbedded^ except for about 
the breadth of eight Inches, and is ftUl hang- 
ing out of the Building about the- length of 
thite Feet. Likewiie there is a confiderable 
part of that Bench [if we tnay call it ib] 
which runo round the top df the Bi^ilding^ 
wanting : This exceptedj the whole Circuk 
ia entire;, aj^ here only may Vre exi]oy the 
incrediblje aodi inexplicable fine £fie£iithas 
to the £!j^;: and' as much oh the outftde as 
QQ the inner, we behold fuch a fiimpt^ous 
Circuity with all its Apertures, and ifi. its 
full height, no ways prejudiced at the bptr 
ixxsk by any RubbUh brought thither from 
other places, which at R^me znd Verofga 
covers a confiderable part of thefe Buildings. 
The Beauty of its Appearance is encreal^ 
veiiy much by the Whitenefs of the Snones, 
and the Frefervation thereof the qjptQ ad-* 
mirable, ia |MK>portion as the whole Circuit 
is iiblated;, aiid not joined in the inner^fide 
by any WaHrdaiat knits it together. But now 
^tis time to flftew that which at fir£fc will ap^ 
pear very flrange, namely, that the- Edifice 
of Tola [notwithfbmding it is fhut up all 
around, and has exaelly Che lame numbet 
of Arches with that of the Amphitheatre dS 
Verona] is, however, no Amphitheaore afi 
alL« 

Cc 2 At 
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At firft, when ^t Sea, I beheld this ina- 
jefticfc and wondeifiil Pile, according to that 
Prolpeft of it which I have fliewn in tibe C3op^ 
per-plate. Scaitely had I greedily fixed mj 
Eyes thereoti^ than I told thofe who had 
come iii company with me, that I fuipeded 
k to be a Theatre bnly. Two Motives iffl« 
mediately induced me to think fb ; one, that 
at that Difhince the Building appeared di& 
ferent from the oval Figure of Amphitheatres 
elfewhere : that Faffage of ^aufanias oc- 
curing^to my Mind, which I haVe quoted in 
the firft Book, namely, that Tr^^an built 
a large Theatre ^ circular in every part 
thereof. Theotherwas, that the two Tunets 
I law on the outfide thereof, which in no 
ways could belong to an Amphitheatre ; at 
the fame time I remembered, that in ibme of 
the Theatres in Candia^ delineated by Hano- 
rio Belliy Ibme fuch like Appendages appear, 
which he calls Counterforts ; tho', by not 
finding them entire, and by having, perhaps, 
adapted his Plans to the common Idea of 
Theatres, he places and confiders them in a 
different manner. But all doubt about this 
tv^as at an end, after 1 had fct my Foot within 
its fuperb Ericlofwe, fince I law one fide of 
it built on the Declivity of a piece of ground, 
with a Slope, the foot of which comes to 
be comprifed within it, in order and form 
for having the Steps placed thereon. Its 
Declivity Ihews exellently well, the Grada- 

" ■■ tion 
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tion of thefe Steps, as the Curvature dbes^ 
their Semidrcular Forin, which' filled little 
lefs than half of the Space broad- ways J 
Zjower down, there ftill remaftis the Saflagetv' 
Floor of the5^b^«i»,whi€his very WelldifKa;?: 
guifhed by the Ktde Rifihg^^groucKi fcch tHere^* 
Tis known how the AhcieritSi in the bdild- 
ihg their Theatres, made life of luch an ad- 
vantageous Situation, ' where-e ver they could 
have it, faving by the Slope of the Ground, 
the Expence of having Portico's and Vaults, 
which othcrwife were neceflary. for llipport- 
ing the Steps. Befides, on the iame fide* 
where the Slope was, they £ived a great piart 
c^ the Building of the 'exfenial Circuit too.' 
However, in this, where the Front towards 
thie Sea has three Stories, '-nky, a little fur- 
ther, there is a fmall 6albment of about thrice 
or four Feet in Dimenfion, under the lower 
Pilafters on the outfide, ^^hich fcrvestb fup- 
jd^ the Ground Which ttiras;^ flbpel" *Tne 
part towards the Mount has only two Stories, 
as may be feen by the Draught. Beyond 
the two piificipal Gates that are at the- two 
Points of the Extremities^'- length-ways^: the ' 
Mount be^s to rife and ^the lowertnioft Pi- 
lafters to loft themfel ves; Where, at the third 
they are quite loft. Thliiy jcbiiimonly believe 
in that Country, that the;^ appear fo by be- 
ing hid under-ground ; and feme. An c»der to 
be liire of that, havt dug, but they have found 
that which thd'ContinuaCibn of the Rifing* 

Cc 3 ground 



gCQund might have made phi/i |d thcai^ 
oaqi^ly^ chat, tt^ Fouodaticm excepted, qq 
p^of the Bailding there id hid. Hhe Gfound 
acxordwgly , in that place proceeds jnwaidiy 
inioi tbp Field or A^rca, ia 9 lemicircidn 
Fonp, 4Iaping j wherp, in the 9ppofitp pu% 
the-thre^\Storic8^^>^^ ieeq eoMfie and qdco* 
ye^ed. This is fui^ient for giviiig us tflf 
underftand for certain, that the whole Far 
brick wa$ only a Theatre. 

But the Ground, from the fide opppfi(e tQ 
the Stairs, zfEovds^ a iproof no leis certain for 
confirming what has been laid;^ becauie here 
it ,rifes about three Feet ; as much as was $t 
fqi^. placing a Stfige for the Ai^ors, a p^alp 
Area remaining in the middle very fit fat 
fhe Orchejlra of a The^re, tho' not fiiffi^ 
cient for that of an Amphitheatre. The 
Mark oi a WaU is obiervable in feveral Flacc8| 
for which realbn I cauied thega to. dig here 
and there, to fee if it was pofiible to make 
out the Form oi^ the Scene; nay^ I'm ce|*, 
tain, fome Feople;Vf puld unqu?fl:ionably place: 
il^here,. and deicribe it accordingly : but, ioi 
my. o\^a part, Inpyer can be induced )q 
aipvilp myfelf w,it|pL Imagination poly, or to 
represent wha( i ^ not fee y .1 ipK^ there* 
fore iky candidly, that from: (he few ^ 
uncertain Foundations and . Y^f^iges of the 
Buildiqg difcoyered- by me, I was not able 
to come at the, ;^rjjp;Form of tjie Scene- In?- 
afmuch therefoje .^99 I waa; in doal;^' at>oiU: 
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Ids^I wks equa% coi^rmed in ^e Opimoriy 
hat the whole vrass a Theatre^ but not an 
lraphich<eaf re ; becittfe I found tt piece of & 
n?all in a ftrdghc line fronting the SpefU"- 
ors, which ne^er cMil^hiaye been in an Am^ 
^hitheatre^ nor t&e unddr Fart of the Row 
)f Filacers id thatSittlatibn^ becatile they ner 
rer could hare ierVed fdt Supporting citcil«> 
ar Steps amd Yattlts^ which muft have gon6 
ound the whok.- '^iTic Walfe, however^ 
arfadch I ob&nred, eobld ferve for nothing 
>at a - Foundation^ and mufi have been at 
}»ft bat rery tktle raifed iSbdft ground ; 
for it ; appears j^ui by leveraf ' Marks, that 
Mrhat'Wa&ibr the moil part Buiit up widiin 
tfab Fabric, was of Wood/ tho' it Itkewife 
fedms evident that heib ancF there- it was 
Dtherwife, fince from the part of the Audi- 
tory on the Defeent- of ihe WaD, hoBowed 
Stones are very frfcquently ftien forieceivin^ 
the ^ds of the Beiams within them, whidi 
gdii^crolsi fuppcMEted the Floor of the high- 
sr Lodge : Thefif HoHows or Mortiies' {4 
^ PltrMvius'siime, Were by the Zr^f/;^xcaOed 
C^iumbariij tsadbj t\it Greeks'y l^edsf^ thi 
Beams i but the like is not to' be feen oii 
the part where the Scene is. * 

Being confirmed in the Gfcmion "that this 
Building was a Theatre, I began to think 
what the Ufe * of the e*tcmal Appendages 
or Turitcts may have been ^ fince they never 

C c 4 could 
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could hay^B belonged to m Ami^iitheatrs. 
Serlio calls them Contrafartf^ and/fappofea 
them made in order not. to leaye thej Wall 
quite abatkioned^ but he nevi^r law the(Hi 
hsiiiielf,[as I iball quickly make CtVidcnt^and 
^Lccqrdingly did not leprelcQt them but only 
jby a Plan marked out .with , three Pilafteiisi 
by which no Mortal could imagine what kind 
of an Elev^tfon they may have had : iThd 
they were jjioc by way of ButtrefleS) iBima- 
^j^il by their :^orni[ ; bec^uf^ they ^e^diur'd 
^boyetfae Arc|ies> and ifolatad FilafterSi ^e 
t^e re][l^ and j^caufe they. i9puld have femd 
^0 little ^^ijxpp&An: fo an^ple a Rounds 
/; J^aving ^y iSblf fqen them and pre- 

feryed, has g^Vf n me iq qiuch Light into die 
Matter, as. I think is fufficient for knowing 
their Ule. You may therefore obfcrvc in the 
iaft Plate of all at the Letter D, where the 
jnner View of them isfeen, that the laid in- 
f erior . Prpfpeft of them in the upper Orders 
repr^fents hi^re and there a Houie confifting 
of two Stories, with two J^ntrics^ and as many 
Windows in, eyery one, of ^^m. So that I 
?m pf rfuaded . they belpng'Ji to a.pait of the 
comic Scene! reprefenting Mtmfions^ which 
may, in the Dramatic JPerfprmances, haVc 
beien varioufly made ufeof, In effed, there 
was ng Way j:jn the outfide, to get up to 
thefe Rooms, nor are there any Renlains of 
Stairs on the inner fide, ,but rather of Stages 

aod 



and ^FloDringj*" That the itprcfehtHig^fri 
vgte-BuildingrmfthWifid»m part pf 

• .Ambng thoioth^ Fait8 tebnging to the' 
Theatre, '^ P^//BW?,ireickbi» the MMfe wipk 
two SUilriei shit ^ivec^otwifii'ibr & bet^i 
fier« Goi^rmatian ^kA^ .Svhat fe fcft now menM^ 
^ktfsedi; For afterwards • he ^mp^ from it the- 
^dWomen!and<faeE:iflldefs'Qiedto look doWn/ 
and ^ep ^bdat (th^. From thofe • high^ 
pjrolpe£b ibme: ufe oiianctfher may hav^ been' 
made in^the ttagiC'S6eneit6o, and- when there^ 
wa^ Occafion : thvy^ may have * made die^ 
Spe£bit0rs fee « through 1 the two Gates or: 
Aptrtures, Iwhich ® ^ifmx;^ layk were m 
the fi^t and left ^ 2xA fervcd for. thofe Bfefir 
l^nagea introduced in the^Drahia^ as repftf^ 
fenting /Foreigners^ to ccime oat xm the Sta^^^ 
uiacethe middle ipbrc wks filled' up wirii^tli^ 
Ilo.yalX^ates,' ad^d the Trainbekmging kfotbi' 
CiQUtu Perhaps .ihofe two latk^ PadH^ii 
wei:« ; thofe caliGd».^?ra;p^ ^hf 

^olluX:,' ^nd fuie^y.not well uikdbiflood bp 
T&'diilt^ whefl he faysitHey.-aiel the fkoifi 
^^f^^Q RetfO'faMai We likowife readfiir 
ffoikifiCy that in; the L Tragedies the Hodib: 
with the t^o Stbnes.reprdibntcd ibmetibdaii 
two Parlors^ or . h^ PJaces like Towers, ihbntf 
whence they could^ iter at a; diftance ; anS 

^ L. ^. c, 8. TeneftrU dyfofitis im^atimu communium dfi' 
ficwrum. f PoL I, ^.cap. i^. /vrg>i*/ 

? L. 5". ^. 7. Dexfra ac fimftra Hif/phalia, 

•• we 
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we read that the Gjitei cin the li^t Hand 

tby which Nraicf 1 utidticftaod the Ap6xtxB«9 

of the FfovHi] w«$ the Hibitafiiob of dioft 

wh? aftodtfee ^ ftcond Pent not the Hscdod 

iljft> as it b cendared inl La/ak: r. It \Yasioom<^ 

motf in bdth' the Latm and ^r^/fe^ ISheaWOt 

to- reprefent the Sceoo/ frtnnttQthingd(fe)bul} 

onefingle RiitkKM Wallor. Frot^ 

lyith tlhree lOot^^ wincfa ViJmUP {hw9f9iti lie 

G&6d up^ ^ad afafibft fhntt^by^lihei painted JiSoM 

fjbhcsf^ affid- other Things .Whicht tiufnod? oii 

Siyots> by /iM/9ftich Form it'w'ouid :¥iar;p>- fit d^ 

^^ Widnr that Which i h^yii bceit cx)^)cdtisH 

ling: conOerning lB3ufi9ifopiei€iited aE^nt: dff^ 

ftanee iiT the Theatre of f'^'} but iuSftla9i» 

in ffcae aiamim'; nor tvitbouft l^e Poim!M F5i^ 

ifte^ve cqmld tile Seem bver be^ tiorj id ic 

po^Ueto accoant for every thing .e»Dftty'^ 

fyibC: we may be periuaded thkt lioewifchfiMf^ 

dil©th«inany Drawings w6 have' of^tobrfei* 

iM^i d£ tbofe pacts uSthc Theatre y^lMi 

fti^/dr^rRetoffiftntation;^ tfaa» Affair iiy lojW^ 

eJ9ttri JlHi Jefiij very mach m the dstfJt. -^'t 

fldtl add here, that in) tbi Circuit bf the 

Theatre of y^&j. t«efe . twd iinall Ilbnifejf 

aS(»rd a ydry a^eeabie Prbfpeft^bding 'p^'d' 

ki- the SituaJbcDO df the Aiuiitory ^or theesT'-' 

tjerior .Windows correi^biSidcd to the inner 

Doors clofed^iby Stone dirioxafly -perforated 

and made like Flower-work^ which by the 

Qeamefi 



pearQefii^the Ak AAmag tliioUg(h il^id^ 
lights the 'SfyiSrton ekbef , fidi vnonde^oU^w 

Thi^iCl'tmilakfi not, is, I think, We Efid 
^nd Dei||^ of &K(h AppiriidB^ iiJiyiogiblsdti 
made tp the. building ( (add horc therMahner 
^f (jheWindov^i of tbi? Afloktitsis leani6d,!aii(l 
{iiPiece of the GtffkSc^r»<difiooytfxd^ nisra 
delineased bjtjberto.bdt .|o:^magiaaciiiA^ 
J^ere we ha^ ^ the Iti^ion of thole dmb 
FU^fters mttrft^dout in foardiffitreQlijBladM 
hySerUp m>«;his Fko; of the :Bidldiii]i^ v 
IP^/iK^ : aod by Beili in £}iqo of thdr inrC^Sf^ 
i^/i^ : Atid hcK above . aU^ do.\rc rfantasi tb 
ynderftadd a-'Oew that. llleatris..Siirjcreuinsidft 
in two dii&retlt:Maim4rsbi oik after ct^^ootn^ 
mon Method; with a:ldmicurcular Omtbur ok 
one fide^'iadsliquareoni^e other y: andfiino^ 
Sher, oev^ (be&re JthowQ^ wkh// aii ^Ifii 
cloiuiei . fliulL : upi and' am entire .Ciciiknfil^ 
rence^i ^etithemaUiaerfifian AmpfaitbmtiHi 
There ift. 00 Jncoilfifltency.howevei^ ia^&vii^ 
iDg A.Th&itre io that F.dxm, it hcuig l^f^^t3A^ 
qcf^ifiqnAn^o ^azt the Portico ortx)rrered^Biao^ 
[which Vitrwvius &ys they made betiiocl. 
the ^C€n4 as a: Shiehex^ a^amft anyr/fbddtth 
Rain which t&ight happeh to fall^ ^as^^in ra 
flreight Lihe^..or in a Cutye ; tOLjy^p^IJUifUi 
waa of. opinion^ tdiac all Theatres' "mriyai 
firfi cf^L round Form like the AmphitJmP^ 
tres^ asid the .foreiaid! i^flr^ T'^f ati^ mighfi 
very we^.have been i^acisd fiooshthe Space 

»• Oriy J. Fife, VitJ. 41. ' 

of 
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oCHm thirteen Arches which are in the 
BuiMing at Tela between both the little 
Jioiileii 'At prefebtwe may underftand that 
£s^X3i^a£lPaufanias^ which witiiout this 
iDOuld tierer have been explained' ;' tizmdj^ 
lthzt\Tr/^an had built a great Thkatre cir- 
'cuim i^4sv£ryL part : circulait muli here be 
luadqrflEbd \w a '^piilar^ not -a matfiematical 
ficiife. ot^lIkeDravfriBg.t exhibit' here^lhews 
wb^Ithiis) Thtiatre' was, ^and gives us to ^ 
Ider^aiidlthdt ±d''of acurved Form^ and ihot 
Up^'jnnieycryj cpatt;icitfiwa* howfevrcr not an 
AmphidieatreV'fcif'thatvit was'^Vebby Sptt- 
fnimxj called a Theittre. ^aUfanias by 
takifigrhotice of th&^forel^id .-Particular of its 
Rouodnefs^ ihbws^ that) f&cfai^ ar Form -was not 
cotonkoa tp every^ Theatre ^ arid'^AiSf iaying 
thit ifc;was; a l^ge "Theatre,' 'indfcates that 
tfiterTheatres built in that manner^ ifrere more 
fiimpttvixis than tfa^ : ocher^. • ^^Befti- having 
£^undim G^/^^feyeral Theatres not unlike 
this,: gives us to jAiidetftand that this was the 
G5r<}ft(:[0ianner..of building them, j i thowever 
pcrhajls Hadrian- ttizy havecauled ^-tobe 
denmliihed:^ becaqie therein he did^^not care 
to 1 deviate from the i2^«rii» Gaftoriiv' For 
whfch;Re^lbnthii'of/!Pi7^ may fiave been 
btiilt after, the. Greek .manner, as^ not being 
remote from the Gciuntry of Greue^ as indeed 
the Manner feen inVall the othcfc pieces of 
Antiquity .in that.Fiacq, ^ieem to indicate that 
they were made by Grecian Archite£b, 

Great 
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Great OBjeiftions niay be ihadc by riiin/ 
againft all I have laid on this Head, finice the/ 
find that Serlid. who tteats about this' Build- 
ing, has in his whole Man thereof,; repre-' 
fented it as an Amphitheatre ; biit I may 
tery well fay, that wiretdhed Antiquity al- 
ways has had this Mirfbrtone -attending it, 
namely, that the reprefenting to Readers the 
Dreams and Imaginations of Authors as Truth 
and Fad^ have never been eftecmed by the 
World to be Cheats and Impoftures. On the 
other hand, in • Mantfaucon's Book of An^ 
tiquities^ 'tis faid, that the Fabric of ^ola' 
had but fix Steps within it, but larger thian 
in other fuch Buildings; which ridiculous 
Thought [whether underftood of a Theatre 
or Amphitheatre] makes me at a Ipfi to 
imagine where he picked it up. Serlio^ I 
own, was in general very faithful in his Ac- 
counts of things, tho* I muft lay he went out 
of the way, and was milled in what he 
related about Tola ; for he never was there 
himfclf, but probably fent Ibme young Man 
or other of his Acquaintarice to lurvey then^, 
who has liirely lerved him very ill in that 
matter. That he never was there hinilelf, I 
argue, ift the firft place, from his own Draw- 
ings, and from his having laid, that the 
Arena was fituated in the middle of the ' 
City^ fince it certainly is at a good diftaiice ' 
from it; and when he aflerts that thc'Cbr- 
irifties^r^ kitter underjiobd^ and if M fifUr 



Td^e thwi in the Amphitheatre oi Rome. 
So being' himfelf.perfuaded into the Belief 
by the entire Qicumference of the Building^ 
tb^ it was an Amphitheatre, he figured out, 
OQ the inner fide of the BujUdiog, Fart$ in imi- 
tation of thofe within the Amphitheatre o^ 
Verana^ tho' of all this there is not the Ipafl: 
Mark remaining. Others likewise may per- 
haps with very great difficulty be induced 
to believe it to have been a Theatre, for har 
ving heard that there was another Theatre 
at ?i^. But in the firft plaice, we learn 
from the. vrritten Text oiHonorio Belliy that 
there were not few Cities which had more 
Theatres than one within them. And idfyy 
fince I myfelf have feen it, I have with no 
fipaU Brobability been able to diicover. that 
the other Building in Tola [tho' defcribed 
as a Theatre, and accordingly delineated as 
fuch by SerliOy and called io in the dark 
Ages^. when fuch Names were given at ran- 
dom^ was in efibd no Theatre at all, but a 
n^ag^ficent Palace. And as the Remem- 
brance of a Palace there is flill prefer ved in 
that. Country, and as fuch it appeared to de 
Ville i neither do the Remains thereof which 
I found, indicate it to have been a Theatre. 
It was placed under a rifing Ground, but 
the lower part cut and levelled in two places^ 
and has never been confidered as a Theatre. 
The four large Pillars of Grecim. Miarblc 
which are leen on the fide oCtiie great Altar 
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I the Church delU Salute y and tranfpojted 
lerc from the forementioned Building, I can* 
ot conceive where *thcy could have had a 
roper place in a Theatre. The Queftioh 
lay be asked of me, that allowing fiich to 
avc been the ufe of thcfe two Turrets that 
re • defirribed towards the Scena \ for what 
irrpoie could the other two over againft 
bole already deicribed have been made? 
Uit it is well known on one hand, diat be- 
adfe of the Beauty of Agreement in Fabrics, 
irvttr^ things are often made which ferve 
(Df Appearance only ; and it is evident on the 
llther band, that otthefe finall ^oomswhidi 
oined'With the higher Lodges, various ides 
nay have been made for the Convenience of 
he Spedators. It is likewife obfervable, 
bat tfaofe on the other fide are not complete, 
jut want the Floor in" the middle. 

•Ill order therefore to give finne precifc Ac- 
»teit of this io very noble an Enclofure, wie 
thifSkfittoacquaint the Reader, that thereat- . 
bft length thereof, frcxn one Gate- to the other, 
18^:^70 /<^?/Vw Feet, its Breadth 300, the 
total Circuit amounts to mo. The Verie-^ 
fif^ Foot is Ibmethihg more than the eighth 
l^rt of an Inch larger than that oSVeropa. 
I'he Height of the Building on the fide to- 
wards the Sea, is eighty fix Feet, inclu- 
ding the fix allowed for the Baftmeht j^t 
the foot, and about other five for* the 
Beech or Oit-juKing, which is above the 
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jb^heft Ridge of the Building. The number 
ofthe Arches round the whole Fabric are 
72, the fame as that of Verona ; tho' for all 
that, the Bulk of it is not the lame, the 
Breadth of the Filafters and Apertures being 
lefi in that of Tola. The Difpofidon of 
them are thus : The great Gate at the End 
of the Oval has nine Arches on each fidc^ 
hence two on each hand are doubled .on the 
Out-fide, and iupport the two Towers or 
Houies i next follow 1 3 Arches in the tiro 
middle parts ofthe Building broadways then 
other tyiro with the Turrets, then other nine 
pn each fide, and the Gate correlponding^ 
The Work is ruftic made with Knobs or 
Protuberances, by fbme called 4S*^^je;s/, with- 
out being fmoothed, or of a regular Bignefi 
one with another, in the Meafures of the dif- 
ferent pieces, exaftly like thole of Verona^ 
tho' the Whitenefs of the Stone, [the Quarry 
out of which they were taken, I was directed 
to fee three Miles diftant from the Place^ 
caufed the Building at Tola to appear mudi 
more beautiful and genteel than the Veronefi 
Amphitheatre. As to the Order of the Ar« 
chitedure, fbme would call it T)oric^ others 
Tufcan ; the ruftic Work would incline us 
to believe it fiich ; but of this we fhall fpeak 
very fbon : However, below, the Parts are ar- 
bitrary ; and above, fb very different and 
plain, that no Order can pqfitively be deter« 
mined therein. Some Architeds have in a 

certain 
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C crtain manner in their Books on that Art^ 
have introduced an Order different from thofe 
which' are common^ calling the Buildings 
which arc covered with iuch Protuberances 
as are above mentioned, the ruflic Order t 
This Inclofure confirms fuch an Opini-« 
OD^ fhewing indeed a Manner very difieredt 
£rcim that of th£ other clailick Orders. There 
has bden no Cement or Mortar made ufc of 
io this Building, but the ^nes bound to- 
gether with ^eir common Links of Iron 
feaded, which for the moft part, both with-^ 
in^ and on the Out-fide of the Building, have 
been taken away and carried off: So that 
Uiroughout the whole, the common Holes 
feen in other fiich Buildings are perceived. In 
Plate XV. A. fliews the Perfpeftive Vie w of 
the Building, B, the External of the Turrets, 
C. the Internal, and their Sides, as likewile 
the Profile of the Wall of the Inclofure, 
with its Ridge ; D. Ihews the Archicedpnic 
Parts of the firft Story^ E. the fecond, F. the 
third, and what is at the Top. 

The lower Pilafters are iquare, and little 
lels that) five Feet in Thicknefi. The A- 
pertures for the Admifiion of Light, are about 
the Dimenfion of lo Feet each; or if you 
wiJJ from nine Feet fix, to toi Feet fix, be- 
cau& they vary confiderably as they do in all 
the like kind of Buildings. The twp largeft 
Qates Jhave the Arches ibmewhat higher than 
tbi: Qthecs : their Apertures are about 1 5 Feet; 
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Their arched Roofs have likewife the Stotiti 

finoothed^and this three in the middle on the iiv 

ner-fide projed half a Foot. The Height of the 

Pilafters from the Floor to their Capitals,* or 

if you will, to the Impoft, is about ten Feet & 

Inches. The Impoft is one Foot fix Inldites 

high, and was ten Inches of Projedion. There 

are no Numbers carved on the Arches as were 

neceflary in Amphitheatres, and as are feen 

in thoie of Verona and Rotm* On the fide y 

towards the Sea,the Pedeflal or Under-Pilafter, 

whicli, with excellent Contrivance and Sfcili 

has been placed at the foot of the Building, in 

order to fupply the Sinking which the GfoiHid 

makes * in the Declivity, rifes in all five Feet 

fix inches, having above it a large Bafement, 

upon which there is the Pilafter j whiA 

Bafcment on the outfide, has a Cornilh with 

its Members,, reprelenting thq Capital of 

the Pilafter below, on the Inner- fide. that 

Space is filled up by the Ground which there 

IS higher than the reft. 

The Arch, from the Pavement to the Key- 
Stone, is 17 Feqt 4, the arched Vault or 
Roof is 2 Feet 2 Inches'; the rough Fafcid^ 
which fupply the Architrave and Frecase, 
are each of them ibmething leis than 2 
. Feet : The Cornifti is little .more than two 
Feet, and projefts about one and a half. 
In the middle of the Pilafter is the 
plain Pillar which fencesf the Impoft, and 
with its Capital liies x Foot $ ^ and on the' 

outfide 
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Dutfidc 6 Inches, in order to iiipport the At- 
diitraye. But we muft remark, that the 
Impoft is ib deeply cut, becauie of its gi;eat 
Projection, that it is ibmewhat diiagreeable to 
the Eye J which Particular we don't obfcrvc 
In that of Verona. 

In the fecond Story the Pilaflers are 4 Feet . 
4. thick, the Height of the Arch 19 and 
2 Inches; from which, by confideting its 
Conformity with the lower Story, we may 
judge what the other Meafiires have been. 
The Gornifh, that is, the Impoft inter- 
fered here by the plain Pillar, projcds far- 
ther than it about ieven Inches, and more than 
the Roof of the higher Arch, nine Inches. 

In the third Story, inftead of Arches, the 
like number of Windows go round, each of 
them 5 Feet 8 Inches broad, and 7 Feet S high j 
from the Gomifli below to the Window 4 Feet, 
md from the Window upward near to levcii. 
But this part feems to be of a new Contri- 
vance, becauie firft, there is a Row of Stones 
ivhich ferve for a Traverfe above the Win- 
ibws J then there is a fmail and low Cor- 
liih, which appears out of all order and uie^ 
lien two high and rough Fafcia s next, a 
Elidge, which is in place of a great Comifli, . 
nfomuch, that whereas commonly the Or- 
lament encreaies by rifing, here it dimmilhes, 
ince the Gbrniih of the lower Story ha^ nine 
Members, among which, almoft in the mid^ 
lie, there is a Liftel, or flat Stone, by way of 
i Selvidge, with a Water-Spout which feems 
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to divide k into two parts, being above thm 
Inches high. The Gornifii of the feodiid 
Story has four Members only, being fiSt4 
up with a Gufci^y litde lefi than the haif in 
IMmenfion ; but at the top there is indeed 
no Cornifh, but only a Rldge^ the Frojedibo 
of which is ibmewhat hid by the Degrada- 
ticxi which die Wall has in the third Story. 
This iEUdge^ . hoUowed above like a Chailnd, 
has beiow it a Lift» fcarcdy ieen, then a 
Convexity for about a Foot and a half; 
next, a Border, about half a Foot in Di- 
mdnfion, which at regular Diftances ha8%Kate 
'Holes within it, for difcharging the Wattf, 
and in them there have be^n Pipes fer throw- 
ing it off at a difiance. Befides, on the io- 
ner fide, it comes out a l^^oot furtfaa than 
the Wall, to make the Appearance tbe 
more agreeable, and likewife to ierve as 
a Gounterballance. The Fofition and Man^ 
ner with which the higher part is buik^ fliew 
how very properly the Ancients termed it 
Corona^ and it looks fbmething like as if 
the Building was crowned at the top ; wbidi 
makes * Vitruvius the better underfiood) 
where he fays, that at the top of the Walb, 
under the Tiles, the TrojeSluTes of the ^ 
xow£^ were placed^ in order to keep off the 
Water. 

But what Water muft this have bea"? 
That, furely, which fell upon the JLoof 6f 

the 
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the Lodges, which were placed on the Top 
of the Auditorium^ and above the Roof of the 
higher Portico on the other fide. How fuch 
Water was caft forth in the Amphitheatre, 
and what Gourfe they made it take, none 
have confidered ; and we can give but an im- 
perfed account thereof, fince neither here nor 
at Rinne^ has the very top part of all been 
entirely prefcrved. It is credible however, that 
it was by Pipes encloied within the Partition- 
Walls, which may have led into the Con- 
duits. For Ibme pieces of Pipes of Metal 
have been found at Ferana. 

The finifliing part of the Building oiTola^ 
at the top, differs from that of any other 
Fabric whatever, fince above the Hollow 
of the Ridge, in a perpendicular Line with 
the lowermpft Pilafters, certain Imall Pede- 
ftals rife, about two Feet in Dimerifion^ 
above which, a Imall Betich runs round, as 
may be feen in the Drawing ; or, if you 
will, a L^, narrower than the Wall. The 
•Stones of this are feen in two places hol- 
lowed Iquare, as if they were Conduits for 
Water ; and for feme Armsrlength on one 
place you fee, that above it, another has ruii 
which covered that one below. By oblerving 
this, I remembered that Theatrical Water 
mentioned by * Symmachus^ of which none 
could ever find out the meaning. Perhaps 
fbmetimes they made the Refemblance of 

Dd i f Foun- 
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Fountains or other Curiofities, by which it 
was neceffary to have Water which fliould 
defccnd from above. The Hollows which arc 
feen betwixt the Windows, ferved for Be^ns 
let on End, made to reft within the like num- 
ber of Dyes * of Stone, about a Foot and four 
Inches Iquare. Thefe reft on the Gornilh bc» 
low, exaftly like what we have already de- 
fcribed at Verona^ and remain eight Inches 
further within it : but their fquare Hole is 
larger, and near the Wall, correfpondent 
with th? Hollow thereof, and not in the 
middle, and ilblated like ours of the third 
Story, which lerved. for another ufe. The 
Beams then cut the little Cornifti above the 
Windows J hence they pierced the upper one, 
or, if you will, the Ridge, and ferved for 
the Velarium. 

. On the infide, the whole Wall is finooth, 
without Cornifhes, as being covered by the 
boarded Flooring ; unlefs it was by the Im- 
pofts of the Arches in the Ground-plpt, which 
proceed likewife in the infide. Thole.of the 
fecond are not found finiftied anywhere, but 
•above the Angles, the reft being left rough 
and unpolifhed. The Retiring of the Wall, 
which is vifible in its going up, is both towards 
the inner-fide and the oat-fide too: info- 
much, that it proceeds by a Degradation above 
that Stone which forms the Architrave on. 
the outfide^ and more largely in the De- 
gradation 
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gradation of the fecond Story ; fo that the. 
third is reduced to a fiiiall Thicfcneft. At 
the Top, the Holes already mentioned, as 
having the Corona or Crown on the Exter- 
nal, has it likewile on the infide, but with- 
out Projeftion 5 and it feeiiis to have been 
appropriated for having Wood put into it. 
The internal part was certainly .of Wood, 
there being no Marks of Vaults on the 'De- 
gradation of the Wall, in which they may 
have been inlaid or impofted ; nor in any other 
place, of Walls which joined them. Never- 
thelefi, at the Points of the Steps, and in 
Ibme other places, there have been pieces of a 
Wall, or Pilaflcrs ilblated, in which the Beams 
muft have been fecured and laid. 

There remains nothing but the Appen- 
dages of the inner Furniture, of which we 
have already treated lufficiently. 

The External part of them is that which is 
feen at the Letter B. and their Side is that at C. 
their Prominence is about ten Feet in Di- 
menfion. Between the one and the other of 
the double Pillars, there is an empty Space 
for about five Feet in Dimenfion, which forms 
Entries, and on the fide of the higher Stories 
there are two Windows. In the middle Story, 
the Voids are . Ihut up by a Partition- Wall, 
even to the Imppfts; on a level with that, 
there is a fmall Cornifh. The two Half-moons 
are clofed by Grate? of white Stone, like 
little triangular Beams, which admit Air and . 

• Dd 4 Light. 



408 Gf AMTHlTlllSATEIti 

Light. In the upper Story there are four Vl^ 
* dows, with Branches or Grates of Stone, bora) 
artificially with a differeht kind of Work 
in thoie of the middle, from the other twa 
I ordered them to dig yery deep befere 
the great Gate towards the * City, but 
found no Remains of aqy Veftibiil tbetc^ 
nor of any other Ornament that mzj baVe 
been there 5 nor any broken pieces bi Fillary 
or Marble : So neither found we any WeJI 
like that at Verona ; nor, indeed, was there 
need of any, fince, by the Sloj^ towards 
jhe Sea, it was very eialy to carry ofF the 
Water. However, about two Fe*C frtnib, 
^nd over-againft the Audit6riunii,^&i a ftirait 
Line, we found a Cooduit under-grbtind, 
within which a Man can flaild up ettCt. It 
is in ibme places covered with a Ysiult, in 
others with large Flags, but the lateral 
Walls have not the iSfrrf/^i of Iquarc Stones, 
jior the fine Order or Magnificence ^s is in 
that of Verona ; nor has it the <]!cmint fo 
yery much hardncd, npr mixed with Peebles, 
but brittle, like our modem Walls. Near 
this Conduit I found two others, leflSfr in Size, 
which go ftraight towards the Sea,^ whidi car- 
ried off the Rain- Water, the Dirt and other 
Soil, gathered within the Theatre. I would 
willingly have mentioned likewife the Re- 
mains believed to be of two Amphitheatres, 
fccn'mSici/y^ if the diHind Information and 
Drawings pf them [which |bme Feo|>le there, 
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In a very genteel manner, have procured for 
me] had been <»mc to my hands. ^ how- 
ever, read in xht Hifiorical Memoirs of the 
Abbot Caruji, [who very ctvUly feit me 
them when diey werepubmhed by him] ihat 
of the Amphitheatre pretended to be at S/rO' 
<*/^» very few RermuBS are Jii^hilgi 
which is as much ai to &y, they arc ohfoire 
s^id imcertain. 
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A P P E N D I X. 

CArdinal Albant has been often plealed 
to bcftow Favours upcin me, but more 
particularly at prefent, in fending a perfed: 
Drawing of his moil noble and rare Mc- 
dalion delineated by . his own Diredion j ic 
confifts of two different kinds of Metals, 
is exceedingly well preftfved, and the 
iame I mentioned in the fifth Chapter of 
Book the firfl i and tbo' I had fintlhcd the 
printing this Treatife when it came to my 
Hands', yet I was unwilling to negleft com- 
municating an Account of it to the Repub- 
lick of the Learned, but to give it a place 
in this Fart of my 9o6k, and in the beft 
manner I OHltd. 
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That Figure which is fcen amiMig ibfi Spec- 
tators is very remarkable, and feems to de- 
note the Emperor in a fitting Pofture. That, 
a Shadow as it were of this, appears alio in 
a like Medalion of the great Duke [repre- 
fented in the firft Plate annexed to this Trea- 
tife, tho' not exprels'd in my Drawing of it] 
I learn from Spanheim^ who was in the I'ight 
when he laid that one of the Beaftsreprelented 
thereon,was an £lephant,andit is indeed much 
better ieen in this Medalion than in any other 
whatever ; tho' we cannot perceive, as he at- 
ierted, that the Senators are in the Orchejiray 
of which we made mention already in its 
proper Place. The Colojfus which ftands 
on one fide of the Building, has Rays around 
the Head, which fecm to denote Apollo ; 
but it gives us no room to believe it the Co- 
loffus of Kero changed into an Apollo by 
Kefpajtanj fince Commodus had taken off the 
Head from it, and in its place put on his 
own. I oblcrve here in a particular manner, 
that no Statues are ieen around the Building, 
which confirms what I have already mpntjoned 
on that Particular : inilead of them if would 
ieem 4sif (Miher Pillars were repijelented in the 
middle^ and as if: the- View olf the Bund- 
ing had been taken fide- warjrs, reprelenting 
at the ":6me time thofe of the fecond Rows 
of Arches, tho' the inner-fide of the Fabric 
is fliewil in Front. But with regard to Per- 
ipeftive in thofe times, any thing may be 
3 imagioed. 
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imagin^y and of which no certain Judgment 
can be made. In that Medalion of Florence 
with Statues on it,which was lent rxat^panheim 
fepreicnts nothing at all of that kind m it, but 
makes theVdds of the Arches quite empty ; nei- 
ther in it is the Emperor (hewn with a Shield ; 
hence we cannot then perceive how he can be 
teprefented mardbing on Horfeback, with a 
Yiftory before him, haying a Laurel Crown 
in her hanii, and a Soldier following behind. 

In another MedaUon which I have &en of 
die lame G(frdiany iuch Figures ienre for the 
Reyerie ; and it appears that from it thisRe- 
prefentation was taken, in order afterwards 
to be figured out on the Shield of Tfohus. 

N. B. The Author of this Tranllation 
thinks proper to acquaint the Reader, that in 
the original Italian^ fevcral Fallages [^rela- 
ting to the Subjeft treated of in general] were 
added by the Marquis Maffei by way of 
Appendix at the end of his Book> and Re- 
ference made to particular Pages of the faid 
Treatifc where they were to be inferted^ 
mofi of which are in this Tranftatipn put in- 
to the Body of the Book, and added to the 
Text. 
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made by him. 17 

A Defer! prion there of 1 7> 1 8 

Caligula began an Amphitheatre, but never fi- 
nifhed it. .27 

Claudius, the gladiatory G£mes exhibited by him 
in the Septa. ibid. 

Colifeum, the Name given to Vefpafian^s Amphi- 
theatre at Rome, not on account of a Oh^ 
lojfus oi Nero t\ittt* 3 J 

The Meafures of that Amphitheatre. 202^203 
The Orders of Architefture in that Building. 

204,205 
Of the vaft Number of Spectators it contained. 

317 

Oampini, Monfigneur, the Stone mentioned to be 

in his CoUeAions about 'theodmc^s repairing 

the Colifeum, fabulous. 45 

Confiantinus, . Emperor, the firft Laws enaCted 

againft bloody Games began in his Time, 

AnnoDom. 325. 6J 

Criw/Wx piiniflied in the Amphitheatres. 70 

Colonies of the Romans, no Amphitheatres built 

in them. 73i74 

Capua, but three Infcriptions remaining there, 

relating to the Amphitheatre. los 

Cafu^^ 
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Pdi. 

Cafiutf the Amphitheatre there^ by whom pfo^ 

btbly built. i45fH^Mi 

Some Defers in the Drawing of the Amphi- 

th(»tre there. 311 

Oremma and Bohgna^ the Aiqphitheatriss there 
were only of Wood. lop 

Crfar^ the Hfmdng-Games given by hiiq. 14 

Cfiiftotttimfle^ Shews exhibited there, not {Q Am- 
phitheatres. Ill 

OrcU and SemidrcU, Names given to. the Am- 
plutheatre. 177 

Qit^k^ Cubih^ QAdlis^ QmK their Sigmficgdon* 

Calfbmmm^ hisDelbriptiim of the Fences made 
agamft the Wild-Beafts £rom injuring the 
Speftators in the Amphitheatre. %^^i69 

Omei Of Wedges of the Amphitheatre, ia what 
manner they were laid out. 281,^82 

Driffus^ hi$ Hui;itings given iq the Circus. . 2$ 
VmUian probably nni&ed the Fabric of the Am- 
phitheatre at Rmne. 41 
De^odetx,^ his Charader for Exadnels in Archi- 
tc^Auxe. 198 
i|is Miftftkes fibout the croffio^s of the Stairs. 

311 
His Mifiakes about the Windows, 3 13 

His other Miftakes with regard to the Am- 
phitheatre. 3 14 
Dws oi the Amphitheatre, on the inner-^fide, 
their Delcription. $01,302,303 
The Height ot them in the inner Ambulatoiy. 
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^ Derm-' 



Demolijbers ditht Amphitheatre, in \6^hat manner 
they were hindered £romr that piece of Bar- 
barity. 304 

Eutaricus Gcilla, the CoAbat^ of Wild-Beafts ex- 
hibited by him. 69 
Entries of the . Amphitheatre, their number. 

3fo9 

FidenUj an Amphitheatre built 'in that City by 
Attilius. 28 

Fulvius jfuL Quietusy a rare Medal of hind and 
Mirci^MM J his Brother. 124 

Fontana^ his Drawing of the Amphitheatre pub- 
liihed with Additions, not according to the 
Original. . ipj- 

• * 

Gladidtorsy their Original was in Greece. $ 

Gladiatory Shews, the firft time they were exhi- 
bited at Rtime. it 
Games in Cicero^s time performed in the GrcusJ 

IS 

Gotdianus Pius re-edified the Amphitheatre. 44 

Greece^ no Amphitheatres' were ever in that 
Country. 75 to Bj 

HetrutiaHs^ Gladiatory Gafnies began firft among 

them; 7 

Such Combats reprefented in their Monuments 

of Antiquity. f Wi. 

Herod^ the Amphitheatre* erefted by him in Ju^ 
daa Were of Wood. 108 

Holes in the Amphitheatrdit, th6 reafon for them« 
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f^fcripnons, which relate (o the greiit^ WcH'kf 

of any, fe^mhy a F^caUty ta'l;M^ generally 

loft. . 140 

One relating to the Amphitheatre of Verona^ 

dug out pf the Well in tlie mi44Ie of the 
Area there, with the Letters .j.CO^I* &c. 

A Defcription thereof. i j 3 

An antique'one relating to the Retiarijy found 

at Verona. • 158 

See the Infcription itfelf. 155^ 

A Defcription of it. i^g^i^a 

One very curious, rekting tq a Huatifig. 167 
Its DefcriptioD. 16S 

Another relating to the tudus PubUcus. 171 

Key-Stofies of the Arches, in what manner built, 

LigoriOy his Drawing of the Airemi of Verona ^ 

done according to his own ImagJOi^tioo^ aiid 

not confiftent with Truth. 120 

tipfius^ bis Miftakc about the Iatarpr6ta(i<;m o£ 

a Paflfage in Pliny, 15 p. 

His Draught of the Amphitheafr-9 not done 

from Truth, but Imagination. 194 

His and Momfaucons fiiperfi^igl Aocou.o); of ihe 

Stairs on the infide of the Amphitheatre. 

311 

Ligorio^Pierro^ his Draught of the AtnpWtl^atre 

imperfoQ:. - aop 

The Statues faid by him tp be on the Am- 
phitheatres^ are aU a F9l?^ ^f his q^h ia- 
v^ntinjg. 235 

'Labyrinth^ 
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Lahyrinth^ that Word often underftood for Ara- 

• phitheatre. 177 

Ledges of the Amphitheatre, ill what manner dif- 

pofed. 320 

Matiochio, a Canon, an AccoUflt of his Book wrote 

about the Amphitheatre of Capua. ^ 6 

Midals, the Uft dF them in illuftrating the Affairs 

of the Amphitheatres. 46 

Some curious oties delbrib*d^ 129 to 138 

M^rtimlli ChtiflifiOy a rare Medal relating to the 

Amphitheatre in his CoHeftion. 47 

MiiaH had a Circus, but no Amphitheatre in 

that City. 104 

ManufcrlpUy in one^ AtiM 845, the Arena. of Z^- 

Yona is mentioned, 175 

Another in the loch Age, ibid, 

Montfaucori'i his fpurious AccoiXnts of Images 

round the Amphitheatre of Capua.i^S,2^ff 

Neroy an Amphitheatre of Wood builf by him 

in the Campus Martins.. 28 

tf'tfmes, that an Amphitheatre was there, and o- 

ther Parts of France^ is a vulgarError.pS,^^ 

The antique Building there no Amphitheatre. 

Nimes, the Antiquities there defctibd. 142 

A Roman Colony called Colvnia Augufla there. 

144 
The Amphitheatre imagined to be there, was 

probably not bifilt by the Emperor /fo- 
drian^ the Hiftoria Augufla being filent there- 
iti. 14^ 

Naples^ that an Amphitheatre was erefted there, 
is exploded by Pietro Lafcena^ who wrote 
-the Gymnafium Neapolitanum. i o t 

tea • OyiwV^ 
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pnmo Arrigonij an Abbot^his vaft and noble Col- 

le£tionof Medals. 12$ 

One particularly exceedingly fc<rce of GaUrius 

Maximus. ibid. 

Its Legend and Deicription. ibid. 

Orders of ArchiteBure^ vary in their Proportions 

according to the Fancy of Architeds and 

Circumftances of Things. 208 

Jn ArcWtefture, from what Buildings of the 

Ancients theModernstookthem.^.25,22(?,227 

The iMfcan Order to be feen and learned in 

the Arena of Venna* 2^^,230,233 

Pompiy the Great, the Games celebrated by him. 

The firfi: who ereSed an Amphitheatre of 

Scone. 2 i 

Piacenza, an Amphitheatre there. 29 

Prints of Copper-plates, fiftitious Things often 

reprefented by them. 119 

Of Amphitheatres, how very, defeftive, 316 

Pretorian Camps^ are not reprefented on Coins, 

but Cities. 126,127 

Pohy the Theatre there very different from the 

common Sort. , 139 

Plan of Ground-plot of the Amphitheatres, its 

Defcription. 243 

Pliny, Harduin's Edition of that Author in fome 

Places erroneous. ^49 

Podium, in what Manner it 'was ornamented. 

^55,2(55 

Pavement of the Amphitheatre, a Defcription 

* thereof. 3QQ 
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fluins of ancient Buildings , fome People miftake 
modern Works for them. 1 19 

fLemains of Antiquity at Rome, Verona, Pola and 
Nifmes, jgreater and more noble than any 
where elfe. 14K 

Retiarii, a Defcripdon of that kind of Gladiators^ 

Rooms in the firft Inclofure, their Number and 
Light;. .310 

Sir ah and Halkarnajfeus, the firfi Authors who 
name the Amphitheatre. 21 

Statilius Taurus, the Hunting Theatre of Stone 
erected by him. 24 

Symmacbus, in his Time a Tax was laid on Ani- 
mals allotted for publick Shews. 69 

Satire, a, Specimen of fuch kind of Poetry among 
the Greeks. 9Si94 

Sicily f whether fixed Amphitheatres were ever in 
that Ifland, is uncertain. 106 

Sarmio^ a Peninfula, the Ruins of the Houfe of 
C^ttt//«j faid to be there. 118 

Scamoz.z.ij his Drawing of the Amphitheatre im- 
perfe£t. 197 

Steps, or Seats in the Amphitheatre of Verona, vx 
what Manner they have been repaired by 
the Moderns. 270,271,172 

In the Amphitheatre, how they were con- 
trived, and their Number. 274,275 

Stairs of the Amphitheatre,on the Infide thereof, 
• in what Manner difposM. 2po,2pi. 

S^rlio, his Draught of the Amphitheatre fpoiled 
and falfified by the Engravers. 311 

Stories, 
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SHiNesj of the Amphitheatre, the higheft Ends 



Toxarij the Accotuit oC them filbuldui» j 

Titus y^pafian^ the Coloflos on Medals reprefen- 

ted him> and not Nero. 40,41 

Thmder^ the Omenottrnefii believed €0 be in it 

by the Ancients. 45 

Telemacbus^ a Mofik^ flum by the Spei^Ators in 

.the Amphitheaire. sS 

Trajan^s Pillar, the round Figures feen on it no 

Amphitheatres. 122 

Tournaments, performed within the Amphitheatre 

of yer^na, one Anno t Si 1, another 1 55 4. 1 80 
Of another Anno 1222, and 162 j. 187 

Another, in which our Author the Matquis 

performM as a Combatant. 188 

And Tilting, from whence People had the firft 

Idea of them. 2 5 o, 2 5 1 

Tertfillian, a difficult Paflage in him with regard 

to the inner Difpofition of the Amphitheatre 

explained. 279 

Tufcan Order, an Account of it- 209 

yillites, the Ufe of that kinjj of Gladiators. 9 

yefpajiany the moft magnificent Amphitheatre of 

all, built by him in Rome. '^Pjjo 

Verona, except at that Place, Rome and Capua, no 

Amphitheatres are to be feen. 100 

The Amphitheatre there probably not built by 

Auguftus. 149 

The Amphitheatre there probably not built by 

Maximus. 150,151 

The firft time the Arena there is mentioned 

after the Times of the Romans. 175 

Verona, 
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Pal 
VmnUy a Governour there fends a Challenge to a 
Clergyman to fight him in a Duel for hav- 
ing killed an Arch-Prieft. i8o 

The Amphitheatre there repaired by publicfc 
Decree, Anm 1228. 181 

Another Staitute for that Purpofe, Anno \zi6. 
Vid. the Words themfelves. i8j 

A third, Anno 1475, t^c. 184* 

The Amphitheatre there, theMeafurcs thereof. 

202 

The Amphitheatre there, fome farther Ao 
count of its Dimenfions, and the Materials 
with which it was built. - 211,212 

Vallum of the Romans^ its Defcription. 123,125^ 

Vitruviusj Cerdo, whether he built the Amphi- 
theatre of Verona is uncertain. 157 

Vifcontiy that Family Prefidents over the Arena . 
of Verona. 180 

Vitruvius, a PafTage in him not well underftood. 

Vomitories in the A mphitheatre, in what Manner 

they were contrivM. ^73>^74 

UJiz,i^ a Defcription of that Palace in Florence. 

308 

Jl/ild Beafls, the fighting of them in the Mdilitate 

of M. Scaur us. i j- 

In what Manner they were brought within 

the Area of the Amphitheatres. 254,255 

The Manner by which they were hindred from * 

injuring the Speftators. * 2^5,2^7 

fTAills of the Amphitheatre on the Infide, in what 

Manner they were built. 30 j 





4 



